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REPORT 
OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
OF  THE 

TOWN     OF  TOPSFIELD 
FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1966 


TOM  OFFICERS,  1966-1967 
ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr. 

Selectmen  William  G.  Evans,  1967 

Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  1968 
William  C.  Abbott,  1969 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter,  1968 

Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle,  1969 

Town  Collector  Leslie  B.  Fales,  1969 

Road  Commissioner  William  T.  Gamble,  1967 

Assessors....  Thomas  E.  Elliott,  1967 

Charles  E.  Pethybridge,  1968 

John  B.  Gamans,  1969 

School  Committee:  George  H.  Vogt,  1967    Richard  F.  Alexander,  1969 

George  A.  Watson,  1968  Willard  B.  Spring,  1969 
Edward  E.  Wells,  1968 

Regional  District  School  Committee:  K.  Frank  Austen,  1967 

Frank  A.  Butler,  1968 
Kenneth  W.  Castner,  1969 

Board  of  Public  Welfare:  John  R.  Walsh,  1967        Ann  L.  Earl,  1968 

+  Herbert  Towne  *John  R.  Gould,  1969 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District  Agent  +Leo  Jeghelian 

*Phyllis  R.  Brown 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District  Agent  Harris  C.  Giles 

Constable  Theodore  J.  Williams,  1967 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1967 

Trustees  of  Town  Library: 

Victoria  B.  Gangi,  1967  Marion  G.  Kimball,  1967 

Evelyn  L.  Fales,  1968  *Plynn  E.  Williams,  1968 

Mario  D.  Banus,  1969  *Ruth  H.  Akin,  1969 

+  Alan  Radack  +C.  Lawrence  Bond 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners:  Walter  K.  Anderson,  1967 

Charles  R.  Mann,  1968 

Wilbur  C.  Cunningham,  1969 

Cemetery  Commissioners:  David  P.  Smallidge,  1967 

Harold  T.  Fletcher,  1968 

Joseph  P.  Friend,  1969 

Park  Commissioners:  Douglas  W.  Rankin,  1967 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1968 

George  W.  Day,  1969 

Planning  Board:  William  J.  Vallette,  1967    *Richard  L.  Castle,  1968 

+James  R.  Klock-8/15/66  Reynold  B.  Nippe,  1969 

Robert  H.  Klar,  1970  Benjamin  B.  English,  1971 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds:  Ernest  J.  Savory,  1967 

Francis  N.  Carter,  1968 

C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1969 


APPOINTED 

Finance  Committee:  Chester  Carter,  1967  John  C.  Nutter,  1968 

Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee,  1967  John  Peterson,  1969 

Norris  E.  Kenyon,  1968  Frederick  C.  Hartman,  1969 


Chief  of  Police  

Sergeant  

Patrolmen:    Roy  H.  Ackerman 

Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 

Reserve  Officers:    John  W.  Dwinell 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 

Policewoman  


.... # Roger  G.  Peabody 

 Harold  Moore 

Stephen  P.  Tierney 
*Douglas  A.  Warren 

William  T.  Gamble 
'Robert  W.  Skeffington 

....Nellie  R.  Peabody 


Special  Police  Officers:  Donald  Brown     Philip  L.  Godbout-Fire  Dept 

*01ey  L.  Casto  James  R.  Swindell 

R.  Paul  DesMaisons  H.  Robinson  Vail 

George  N.  Earle  William  G.  VanBuskirk 
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Fire  Department:    Chief  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Deputy  Chief  Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Captain  Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 

Captain  Howard  L.  Stultz 

Captain  Myron  Williams,  Jr. 

Captain  Robert  A.  Wood 

Iown  Accountant  Francis  N.  Carter,  1968 

Town  Counsel  Sumner  Low  Raymond 

Board  of  Health  Agent  Lois  K.  Rogers,  M.D. 

Milk  Inspector  and  Board  of  Health  Inspector  Osgood  S.  Richards 

Sanitary  Engineer  Tracy  I.  Flagg 

Dog  Officer  ^Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

+  8/15/66    Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Building  Inspector  Anthony  D'Agostino 

Gas  Inspector  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Plumbing  Inspector  Wendell  P.  Hall 

Wire  Inspector  Lester  E.  Shepard 

Inspector  of  Petroleum  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Animal  and  Slaughter  House  Inspector  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Forest  Warden  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal: 

Alfred  N.  Andrews  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Clayton  Elliott  Fred  Pickard 

Clifton  Elliott  Henry  Reed 

Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood:  Fred  Moscarito 

Harvey  W.  Perry 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 

Thomas  E.  Elliott 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 
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Pound  Keeper  Harry  W.  Fuller 

Field  Drivers:  Harry  W.  Fuller 

+  Chester  Hood      ^Wallace  H.  Kneeland 


Trustees  for  Disbursement  of  Poor  Funds : 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control.... 

Burial  Agent  

Caretaker  -  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves 


Local  Coordinator  -  Civil  Defense  

Communication  

Radiological  Staff  Officer  

Town  Insurance  Committee:      Alice  F.  Castle 

Clerk,  Francis  N.  Carter 
Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 


Town  Forest  Committee: 


Sanitation  Committee: 


Board  of  Health. 
Water  Department 

At  Large  

Chairman  

Planning  Board. . 


*John  R.  Gould 
(to  3/67)  Herbert  Towne+ 
John  R.  Walsh,  1967 
Ann  L.  Earl,  1968 

 Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

 William  A.  Perkins 

 John  R.  Gould 

Laurance  C.  Dosh.,  1967 
John  J.  Hurley,  1968 
George  W.  Day,  1969 

 Robert  A.  Wood 

Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 
. .Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

*Bronson  W.  Chanler 
+Francis  Brown 
William  C.  Haines 
Edward  Wells 

 William  C.  Abbott 

. . . .Walter  K.  Anderson 

 George  H.  Gage 

 Alden  Matsubara 

 Reynold  B.  Nippe 

^Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 

+John  W.  Peirce 


Ipswich  River  Watershed  District: 


Historical  District  Committee:  John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman 

Horton  Bradstreet  William  B.S.  Long 
James  K.  Castle  Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 
Ann  Hardy  Nathaniel  Wetherbee 

Special  Drainage  Committee:    5/28/63       George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 

Laurance  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
William  J.  Vallette 
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Memorial  Day  Committee: 


Zoning  Appeal  Board:    *Edward  Harris 
+George  Ross,  Alternate 
Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1967 

Soil  Erosion  Board: 


Clayton  H.  Elliott,  1967 

Nathaniel  Wetherbee,  1968 

Harris  C.  Giles,  1969 

Clayton  F.  Rock,  1968 

Herbert  Anderson,  1969 


Robert  A.  Klar 
T.  Alden  Matsubara 
Clayton  F.  Rock 


Mosquito  Control  Committee:     (T.M.  5/28/62  Art.  5) 


Paul  S.  Best 
Elwood  D.  Bickford 


Dr.  Frank  Austen 
Paul  Loughlin 
William  G.  Stieritz 


Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee: 


Curtis  B.  Hill,  1968 
Frederika  K.  Joy,  1968 
Frederick  C.  Hartman 
Reynold  B.  Nippe,  1967 
Louise  C.  Radack,  1968 

Municipal  Services  Building  Committee 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Philip  L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 

Communications  Committee: 


Richard  R.  Smith,  1969 
Charles  M.  Thing,  1969 
George  Vogt 
Beth  E.  Warren,  1967 


(T.M.    3/2/64  Art.  13) : 

John  Sanger 
Robert  A.  Wood 


Philip  L.  Godbout 
Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 
Roger  G.  Peabody 
Robert  A.  Wood 


Recreation  Committee: 

Edward  L.  Mcllvaine,  Chairman 
Richard  Mailey 
Arnold  Noyes,  1/66 


*Winthrop  Scudder,  Jr. 

Waldo  H.  Smith 
Rodger  H.  Stone 
+Gretchen  L.  Stott 


Conservation  Commission: 

Robert  Klar,  Chairman 
Richard  L.  Castle 
Lawrence  A.  Cyr 
^Barbara  Horn 
+James  Klock 


Walter  H.  Mcintosh,  1966 
Deborah  D.  Moulton 
John  W.  Peirce 
Ruth  W.  Thompson 
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Board  of  Registrars: 


Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 
John  J.  Hurley,  1907 
Edward  T.  Welch,  19b 8 
George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr.,  1969 


*  Resigned 


#  Tenure 


+  To  fill  vacancy 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


1965  Births  recorded  in  Topsfield:     10;  males  5,  females  5 

1966  Births  recorded  in  Topsfield:     64;  males  37,  females  27 
Marriage  certificates  issued,  56 

Marriages  recorded,  39 

Deaths  in  Topsfield,  27 

Non-resident,  interment  in  Topsfield,  13 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  410 

Males,  186;  Female,  42;  Spayed,  182;  Kennel  licenses,  6, 

Transfer  licenses,  1 
Resident  sporting  licenses,  39,  Resident  sporting  and  fishing  licenses 
free,  7 

Resident  hunting  licenses,  88,  Resident  fishing  licenses,  120 
Special  non-resident  fishing,  3 
Alien  fishing,  1 

Minor's  fishing  licenses,  14;  female  fishing  licenses,  11 

Resident  trapping,  1 

Duplicate  licenses,  3 

Bow  and  Arrow  Hunting  Stamp,  2 

Victualler,  5;  Junk,  1;  Overnight  Cabins,  2 

Motor  Vehicle,  2nd  Class,  5;  1st  Class,  2 

Sunday  Licenses,  50 

Gas  Storage,  7 

Lists  of  Residents,  42 

Auctioneers,  3 

Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream,  1 
Day  Camp,  1 
Miniature  Golf,  1 
Taxi  Licenses,  2 
Miniature  Auto  Derby,  1 
Golf  Range,  1 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


9 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 
BIRTHS 

Date  of  Birth  Name  of  Child  Names  of  Parents 

1965 

Sept.  11  Louise  Helen  Iarocci         Joseph  Carl  Iarocci 

Audrey  (Bur key)  Iarocci 

Sept.  26  John  Michael  Sullivan       John  Mulloy  Sullivan 

Karen  (Knowlton)  Sullivan 

Oct.  S  Jack  Wesley-Hamilton  McKinley    John  William  McKinley 

Virginia  Evelyn  (Larson) 

McKinley 

Oct.  15  Cheryl  Leigh  Kitching       Harold  Messer  Kitching 

Jean  Eleanor  (Goodrich) Kitching 

Oct.  14  Kristin  Shovaun  Johnson    Paul  Edward  Johnson 

Maura  Shobaun  (Hogan)  Johnson 

Nov.  14  Julie  Fay  Watson  Calvin  Melvin  Watson,  Jr. 

Patricia  Ruth  (Baker)  Watson 

Dec.  12  Stephen  Albert  DePiero     Albert  S.  DePiero 

Anne  L.   (Akus)  DePiero 

Dec.  16  Richard  Smith  Vallette     William  J.  Vallette 

Charlotte  A.   (Smith)  Vallette 

Dec.  19  Michelle  Chouinard  Donald  James  Chouinard 

Louise  Michelina  (D'Alessandro) 
Chouinard 

Dec.  20  Paul  William  Ellsworth     John  W.  Ellsworth 

Carmela  J.  (Ciarciello) 


1966 


Ellsworth 


Jan.  5  Heidi  Rolsma  Bernard  Rolsma 

Patricia  Kathleen  (McCartney)_ 
Rolsma 

Jan.  8  Amy  Louise  Richard  Paul  F.  Richard 

Pauline  L.   (Gagnon)  Richard 

Jan.  10  Patricia  Ann  Dinan  John  Arthur  Dinan,  Jr. 

Joan  Mary  (Brun)  Einan 
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Jan.  22 

Jan.  24 

Jan.  28 

Feb.  7 

Feb.  8 

Feb.  10 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  18 

Mar.  1 

Mar.  10 

Mar.  15 

Mar.  16 

Mar.  Li. 

Mar.  22 

Mar.  26 

Mar.  29 

Apr.  4 


Daniel  Rodger  Stone 


David  Frederick  Spencer 


Karen  Sue  Wilkinson 


Berit  Ann  Johnson 


David  Alexander  Rice 


Christina  Maye  Schott 


Louis  Edward  Gleason  III 


James  Craig  Witham 


Janel  Jolly 


Mary  Louise  Bradstreet 


Thomas  John  Levenson 


Peter  Lane  Quill 


Kelly  Ann  Mac Dona Id 


Ronald  Raymond  Ash 


Jean  Marie  Colburn 


David  Dallas  Ginn 


James  Hamilton  Harris 


Rodger  Herman  Stone 
Martha  Jane  (Kelly)  Stone 

William  H.  Spencer 
Myrna  J.   (Stahl)  Spencer 

Charles  K.  Wilkinson,  Jr. 
Suzanne  K.  (Loring)  Wilkinson 

Lennart  B.  Johnson 
Anita  Gun-Britt  (Hagberg) 
Johnson 

Roger  L.  Rice 

Audrey  J.  (Atherton)  Rice 

Warren  B.  Schott,  Jr. 
Donna  Mae  (Evitts)  Schott 

Louis  Edward  Gleason,  Jr. 
Bridget  A.  (Mescall)  Gleason 

Kenneth  Farwell  Witham,  Jr. 
Joan  (Harmon)  Witham 

Joseph  William  Jolly 
Barbara  Ann  (Gauthier)  Jolly 

Howard  D.  Bradstreet 

Daisy  E.  (Bridgman)  Bradstreet 

David  Levenson 

Mary  Lee  (Gavigan)  Levenson 

Arthur  Dennis  Quill 
Mary  Rose  CLane)  Quill 

Hugh  A.  MacDonald 

Mary  E.  (Tomeo)  MacDonald 

Robert  C.  Ash 

Patricia  A.   (Nicoll)  Ash 

Robert  W.  Colburn 
Carol  M.  (Chew)  Colburn 

Robert  E.  Ginn 

Beverly  J.  (Mallard)  Ginn 

Robert  E.  Harris 

Carol  W.  (Warnecke)  Harris 
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Apr.  4  Eric  Contant  Swain  Kenneth  W.  Swain,  Jr. 

Annette  (Weld)  Swain 

Apr.  7  John  James  Collins  James  R.  Collins 

Edith  G.   (Ryan)  Collins 

Apr.  8  Mark  James  Farmer  James  Woodruff  Farmer 

Janet  Victoria  (Hosker) Farmer 

May    2  Shauna  Lynn  Arruda  A.  Paul  Arruda,  Jr. 

Susan  Winslow    (Plumley)  Arruda 

May  2  Wade  Curtis  LePelley        William  C.  LePelley,  Jr. 

Barbara  G.  (Nichols)  LePelley 

May  13  Heidi  Tagg  Thomas  G.  Tagg 

Elizabeth  C.  (Boccia)  Tagg 

May  18  *  Margaret  Ruth  Skillicorn       Brian  Skillicorn 

Edna  M.  (Howard)  Skillicorn 

May  20  Kristine  Erika  Jones         Robert  E.  Jones 

Wilhelmina  M.  (Goetgeluk) 
Jones 

May  24  Marcy  Alice  Lane  Harold  A.  Lane 

Janet  E.  (Watson)  Lane 

June  11  Laurie  Ann  Guarino  Felix  Paul  Guarino 

Beverly  Ann  (Koomas)  Guarino 

June  13  Courtney  Allison  Reymond        Robert  David  Reymond 

Barbara  Joan  (Nicholas)  Reymond 

June  28  Patrick  Michael  Selburg    Kenneth  Lee  Selfeurg 

Phyllis  A.  (Marshall)  Selburg 

July  6  Ann  Marie  Sutton  Lamar  Moses  Sutton 

Sylvia  (Phillips)  Sutton 

July  9  Thomas  William  Chase        Donald  Lee  Chase 

Erika  Marie  (Hentschel)  Chase 

July  24  John  James  McLaughlin  III     John  James  McLaughlin,  Jr. 

Joy  E.  (Callahan)  McLaughlin 

July  27  David  Arthur  Kier stead     Arthur  Edward  Kierstead 

Sally  Marie  (Blangeard) 
Kierstead 

Aug.  1  David  Allen  Clewes  Charles  L.  Clewes 

Susan  I.   (Remsen)  Clewes 
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Aug.  7  Daniel  Craig  Hart 


Aug.  18  David  Benjamin  Jungkuntz 


Aug.  20  Jean  Frances  Cushing 


Aug.  22  Joan  Evette  Sorbello 


Aug.  25  Jeffrey  Anthony  Jacques 


Aug.  30  Scott  Thomas  Bedell 


Aug.  30  Amy  Elizabeth  Ober 


Sept.  2  Todd  Alan  Prussman 


Sept.  9  Henry  Walton  Long 


Sept.  16  Kathleen  Eve  Blanton 


Sept.  16  Michael  Scott  Crippen 


Sept.  21  Laurie  Ann  Flanagan 


Sept.  22  (Male)  Campbell 


Sept.  26  Melissa  Jean  Lawlor 


Oct.  5  Kurt  Alan  Tobin 


Oct.  8  Gary  Clark  Balentine 


Oct.  10  Dianne  Mary  Toye 


David  McLaren  Hart 
Suzanne  (Leever)  Hart 

Daniel  L.  Jungkuntz 

Janet  M.  (Harder)  Jungkuntz 

Raymond  J.  Cushing 
Lorna  K.  (Moon)  Cushing 

Frederick  L.  Sorbello 

S.  Rona  (Valentonis)  Sorbello 

Donald  J.  Jacques 

Margaret  L.  (Bernsen)  Jacques 

Thomas  M.  Bedell 
Katherine  B.   (Kerr)  Bedell 

Peter  Nelson  Ober 
Margaret  (Rowel 1)  Ober 

Richard  H.  Prussman 
Barbara  R.  (Hatch)  Prussman 

James  Henry  Long 

Marguerite  Elaine  (Law)  Long 

William  Blair  Blanton 
Barbara  Ann  (Angwin)  Blanton 

James  R.  Crippen 

Virginia  T.  (Teller)  Crippin 

John  F.  Flanagan 

Margaret  M.  (Milne)  Flanagan 

Richard  Allen  Campbell 
Joan  M.  (Hanson)  Campbell 

Joseph  J.  Lawlor 

Barbara  Ann  (Lutey)  Lawlor 

Frank  W.  Tobin 

Constance  M.  (Bemier)  Tobin 

Donald  Clyde  Balentine 

Ruth  Anne  (Cunningham)  Balentine 

Robert  Francis  Toye 
Dorothy  L.  (McCusker)  Toye 
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Oct.  11 

Oct.  15 

Oct.  15 

Oct.  17 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  25 

Nov.  3 

Nov.  8 

Nov.  17 

Dec.  14 


David  Earl  Finley 


Sonja  Kuftinec 


(Male)  Watson 


Todd  Andrew  Paquin 


Scott  Matthew  Haines 


Joseph  Francis  Naught on 


John  Matthew  Wilson' 


David  Allen  Seeley 


Andrew  Harold  Toohill 


Lee  Ann  Evans 


Earl  Walter  Finley 

Rosemary  Faye  (Steere)  Finley 

Dubravko  Matija  Kuftinec 
Ann  Jean  (Guyton)  Kuftinec 

Calvin  Melvin  Watson,  Jr. 
Patricia  Ruth  (Baker)  Watson 

Thomas  F.  Paquin 
Janet  M  (Koch)  Paquin 

William  C.  Haines 
Claire  L.   (Hamm)  Haines 

III    Joseph  Francis  Naughton,  Jr 
Maureen  Frances  (Leavenworth) 
Naughton 

Robert  Arthur  Wilson 
Kathleen  (Cunningham)  Wilson 

Edward  Howard  Seeley 

Susan  Marion  (Ingalls)  Seeley 

Robert  James  Toohill 

Kathryn  Louise  (Dennett) Toohill 

William  George  Evans 
Kathleen  T.  (Kearney)  Evans 
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MARRIAGES 

Jan.  20       Warren  B.  Bowley  (Lynn) ,  son  of  Clifton  W.  and  Mary  M. 

(Bryan)  Bowley.    Margaret  R.  Killam  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Dana  F.  and  Rachael  T.  (Foster)  Killam.    Married  in 
Lynn. 

Jan.  28       Philip  James  Wilichoski  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Philip  George 
and  Mary  L.   (Woodlock)  Wilichoski.    Janice  Mary  Molin 
(Boxf ord) ,  daughter  of  Edward  George  and  Helen  M.  (Smith) 
Molin.    Married  in  Topsf ield. 

Jan.  28       Stafford  J.  King  III  (Topsf ield) ,  son  of  Stafford  J.  King, 
Jr.  and  Ruth  W.  (Chaffee)  King.    Judith  A.  Clayton 
(Needham) ,  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  and  Dorothy  (Allison) 
Clayton.    Married  in  Needham. 

Jan.  29       Silvio  DeWolf  (Connecticut),  son  of  Edward  and  Mary 

(Costello)  DeWolf.    Carol  Westberg  (Connecticut) ,  daughter 
of  Elmer  and  Astrid  (Swanson)  Westberg.    Married  in 
Topsf ield. 

Feb.  5        John  Paul  Holdren  (California),  son  of  Raymond  A.  and 
Virginia  J.   (Fuqua)  Holdren.    Cheryl  Edgar  (Topsf ield) , 
daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Eleanor  (Fielding)  Edgar. 
Married  in  Topsf ield. 

Feb.  18       Clarence  Howard  Damren  (Maine),  son  of  Clarence  E.  and 
Lena  (Chase)  Damren.     Irene  (Kenney)  Whitney  (Maine) , 
daughter  of  William  and  Helen  (LeBlanc)  Kenney.  Married 
in  Lynnfield. 

Feb.  19       Wayne  Edward  Nigro  (Worcester),  son  of  Arthur  C.  and  Ruth 
(Carpenter)  Nigro.    Donna  Marie  Peterson  (Topsf ield) , 
daughter  of  Lester  F.  and  Lucy  F.   (Gelott)  Peterson. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  2       Marion  F.  Chetty  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Robert  F.  and 

Margaret  (Conrad)  Chetty.    Annette  M.  (von  Liebermann) 
Jones  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Frederick  A.  and  Annette 
(Lucy)  von  Liebermann.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  16     Leroy  John  Gilson  (New  Jersey) ,  son  of  Henry  Joseph  and 
Arlene  (Graeff)  Gilson.    Brenda  Eleanor  Lord  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Rylance  A.  and  Eleanor  (Brackett)  Lord. 
Married  in  Salem. 

April  23     Stanley  C.  Allain  (Concord,  Mass.),  son  of  Robert  W.  and 
Evelyn  A.  (Chase)  Allain.    Lynda  M.  Froburg  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Albion  S.  and  Evelyn  M.  (Heme)  Froburg. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 
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April  23     Alfred  L.  Hall  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Chalton  P.  and  Marjorie 
(Orr)  Hall.    Barbara  McCarron  (Danvers) ,  daughter  of  John 
and  Frances  (Finniss)  McCarron.    Married  in  Salem. 


May  1  Joseph  Francis  Guy  (Topsfield),  son  of  Joseph  L.  and 

Ernestine  (Henrichon)  Guy.    Esther  K.  Korson  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Kelley  D.  and  Sophia  (Jasewich)  Korson. 
Married  in  Salem. 


May  20        James  C.  Burkinshaw  (Peabody) ,  son  of  Chester  J.  and 

R.  Eileen  (Clancy)  Burkinshaw.    Dianne  Raymond  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Douglas  F.  and  Nancy  M.   (Carney)  Raymond. 
Married  in  Salem. 


June  4        Herbert  Gerald  Schlegel  (Maiden) ,  son  of  Herbert  and 

Isabelle  (0' Regan)  Schlegel.    Suzanne  Carol  Dey  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  Luther  M.  and  Florence  (Clark)  Dev.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

June  4        Frederick  IV.  Jones  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  William  H.  and 
Mnette  M.   (von  Liebermann)  Jones.    Janice  E.  Conley 
(Danvers) ,  daughter  of  Roger  and  Lorraine  (LeClair)  Conley. 
Married  in  Danvers. 


June  18       Brian  G.  Sanger  (Topsfield),  son  of  John  A.  and  Mary  (White) 
Sanger.    Emily  E.  Henderson  (Peabody),  daughter  of  Gerald 
V.  and  Marion  (Pendleton)  Henderson.    Married  in  Lynn. 

June  18       Paul  MacDougall  Castle  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  James  K.  and 
Priscilla  (Hubbard)  Castle.    Stephanie  Crance  (Beverly), 
daughter  of  Donald  W,  and  Patricia  (IVinship)  Crance. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  19       Harold  C.  Fowler  (Newburyport)  ,  son  of  Albert  C.  and  Altie 
Hazel  (Fowler)  Fowler,  Sr.    Elaine  Houston  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Ruth  E.   (Benton)  Houston. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  25       Norman  H.  Stolpestad  (Lynn) ,  son  of  Birger  H.  and  Martha 
(Hille)  Stolpestad.    Jill  E.  Spicer  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Jack  IV.  and  Edith  (Howlett)  Spicer.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  2        Paul  James  Martin  (Topsfield),  son  of  Milton  T.  and  Mary  E. 

(IVhittaker)  Martin.    Virginia  Leslie  Parsons  (Reading), 
daughter  of  Roy  L.,  Jr.  and  Virginia  F.  (Weeden)  Parsons. 
Married  in  Reading. 

July  6        Everett  P.  Comeau  (Ipswich),  son  of  Everett  and  Norma 

(Thibodeau)  Comeau.    Lillian  J.  Castle  (Topsfield)  daughter 
of  Gordon  B.  and  Alice  (Ferguson)  Castle.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 
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July  9        John  Pinkham  Reidy  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  F.  Parker  and 
Charlotte  M.   (Dodge)  Reidy.    Lizbeth  Esther  Walker 
(New  Hampshire) ,  daughter  of  George  Franklin  and  Carol 
Ruth  (Coop)  Walker.    Married  in  Maine. 

July  10       Frank  Vernon  Tanzella  (Beverly) ,  son  of  Philip  and 

Beatrice  (Harrica)  Tanzella.    Karen  Ann  Riley  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Henry  D.  and  Mabel  (Bell)  Riley.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  16       David  A.  Comeau  (Haverhill) ,  son  of  Alphie  and  Elizabeth 
(Dugas)  Comeau.    Natalie  Ann  Fuller  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Harry  W.  and  Dorothy  M.  (Stevens)  Fuller.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Aug.  20       Timothy  R.  Fuller  (Topsfield),  son  of  Harry  W.  and  Dorothy 
M.  (Stevens)  Fuller.    Carol  R.  Magee  (Marblehead) ,  daughter 
of  Arthur  and  Katherine  S.  (Ingalls)  Magee.    Married  in 
Marblehead. 


Aug.  26       Donald  F.  King,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Donald  F.  and 
Marguerite  E.  (Masherrek)  King.    Barbara  E.  Ehrentraut 
(Texas),  daughter  of  Heinrich  and  Hertha  J.  (Reischmann) 
Ehrentraut.    Married  in  Amesbury. 

Aug.  27       Richard  B.  Underhill  (Topsfield),  son  of  Donald  F.  and 

Caroline  (Brown)  Underhill.    Marie  Angela  Borgesi  (Methuen) , 
daughter  of  John  and  Angela  (Scala)  Borgesi.    Married  in 
Methuen . 


Aug.  27       Charles  Peter  DeGrace  (New  York) ,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary 

(Natale)  DeGrace.    Katherine  Edith  Cory  (Rowley),  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Charlotte  M.  (Schultz)  Cory.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Aug.  28       William  John  Baker,  3rd  (New  York),  son  of  William  John,  Jr. 
and  Eugenia  (Nowick)  Baker.    Nancy  E.  Cain  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Charles  E.  and  Edith  (Scranton)  Cain.  Married 
in  Lynn. 

Aug.  29       Salvatore  Gangi  (Topsfield),  son  of  Damiano  and  Gisualda 
(Abbadassa)  Gangi.    Mildred  Lovelace  (Salem),  daughter  of 
George  and  Alice  (Gould)  Lovelace.    Married  in  Amesbury. 

Sept.  5       Joel  F.  Caron  (Salem),  son  of  Walter  J.  and  Nathalie  F. 

(Lutz)  Caron.  Judith  H.  Thompson  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Edwin  A.,  Jr.  and  Helen  L.  (Lombard)  Thompson.  Married  in 
Topsfield. 


Sept. 


10     Everett  A.  White  (Topsfield),  son  of  Jean  White.    Grace  L. 
Vatcher  (Saugus) ,  daughter  of  Harold  and  Rhoda  (Slawnwhite) 
Vatcher.    Married  in  S.iugus. 
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Oct.  2         Isadore  Greenberg  (Connecticut ) ,  son  of  Samuel  and  Jennie 
(Levine)  Greenberg.    Mildred  (Metcalfe)  Schueler  (Connecti- 
cut) ,  daughter  of  William  Robert  and  Ada  (Ma the son)  Metcalfe 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  9        Thomas  R.  Hall  (Topsfield),  son  of  Chalton  P.  and  Marjorie 
(Orr)  Hall.    Eileen  Linda  Berube  (Boxf ord) ,  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Claire  (St.  Pierre)  Berube.    Married  in 
Georgetown. 

Oct.  15       Bruce  D.  Pickard  (Topsfield),  son  of  Fred  L.  and  Hazel  M. 

(Morrison)  Pickard.  Beverly  A.  Dow  (Beverly) ,  daughter  of 
Joseph  E.  and  Ann  M.   (Richards)  Dow.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  4        Lawrence  William  Priddin  (Topsfield),  son  of  William  E. 

and  Margaret  (Clark)  Priddin.    Carolyn  R.  Bouchard  (Middle - 
ton),  daughter  of.  Armand  and  Ruth  (Townsend)  Bouchard. 
Married  in  Middleton. 

Nov.  10       Stephen  W.  Leonard  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Walter  and  Elizabeth 
(Petterson)  Leonard.    Susan  Blunt  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Glenda  (Akeley)  Blunt.    Married  in  Danvers. 

Dec.  3        Richard  Lee  Jenkins  (Beverly),  son  of  Earle  E.  and 

Elizabeth  (Fite)  Jenkins.    Nancy  Ann  LaPuglia  (Beverly), 
daughter  of  Guglielmo  C.  and  Eleanor  L.  (Lamont)  LaPuglia. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  16       George  Michael  Bataran  (Topsfield),  son  of  George  and 

Olive  (Williams)  Bataran.    Carla  Mavis  Dayton  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Carl  S.  and  Marion  Mavis  (Davidson)  Dayton. 
Married  in  Danvers. 
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DEATHS 

Jan.  1        Grace  Markham  (Lupton)  Banus,  wife  of  Mario  D.  Banus  and 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  M.  (McMillan)  Lupton. 
Age  44  years,  2  months,  29  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Jan.  6  Ila  C.  (Peel)  Whittier,  wife  of  H.  Sargent  Whittier  and 
daughter  of  Isaac  I.  and  Mary  A.  (Hayden)  Peel.  Age  64 
years,  2  months,  1  day.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Jan.  19       Hermon  W.  Balentine,  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Sara  (Whittemore) 
Balentine.    Age  64  years,  4  months,  28  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Jan.  23       Martha  L.  Campbell,  daughter  of  Richard  A.  and  Joan  M. 

(Hanson)  Campbell.  Age  2  years,  8  months,  14  days.  Buried 
in  Saugus. 

Jan.  23       Nicolo  J.  Cerino,  son  of  Anthony  and  Luisa  (Pircio)  Cerino. 
Age  54  years.    Buried  in  Danvers. 

Jan.  27       Alice  F.   (Forrest)  Sawyer,  wife  of  George  J.  Sawyer,  and 
daughter  of  George  Forrest.    Age  82  years.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Feb.  14       Reid  Corning,  son  of  Orin  and  Corliss  (Hamilton)  Corning. 
Age  59  years,  9  months,  13  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Feb.  21       Maurice  G.  Hatt,  son  of  William  H.  and  Maude  Hatt.    Age  80 
years,  10  months,  9  days.    Buried  in  Hamilton. 

March  2       George  J.  Sawyer,  son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Kennedy) 
Sawyer.    Age  85  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

March  3  Leland  F.  Means,  son  of  John  C.and  Cora  (Wotton)  Means. 
Age  69  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

April  10  John  Collins,  son  of  James  R.  and  Edith  (Ryan)  Collins. 
Age  2  days.    Buried  in  Arlington. 

April  28     James  M.  McGinnity,  son  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Connolly) 
McGinnity.    Age  73  years.    Buried  in  Danvers. 

May  24  John  Franklin  Gibbs,  son  of  Robert  Franklin  and  Mary 
(Ambrosius)  Gibbs.  Age  19  years,  6  months,  20  days. 
Buried  in  Boston. 

May  27  Gertrude  H.  (Hunt)  Gates,  widow  of  Alfred  D.  Gates,  and 
daughter  of  William  R.  Hunt.    Buried  in  Salem. 
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May  31        Leroy  W.  Gleason,  son  of  George  L.  and  Charlotte  A. 

(Perkins)  Gleason.    Age  84  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

June  12       Michele  Coppola,  son  of  Joseph  and  Angelina  (Maesrangela) 
Coppola.    Age  65  years,  11  months,  13  days.    Buried  in 
Beverly. 

June  16       Rocco  DiSeglio,  son  of  Sebastiano  and  Concetta  (DeSantis) 
DiSeglio.    Age  27  years,  2  months,  5  days.    Buried  in 
Waltham. 

June  18       Harold  S.  Pym,  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Florence  (Wright) 
Pym.    Age  69  years,  9  months.    Buried  in  Beverly. 

June  22       Henry  Chester  Williams,  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Mary  Frances 
(Parton)  Williams.    Age  76  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

July  1  Ida  Rachael  (But terfield)  James,  widow  of  Walter  H.  James 
and  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Ella  (Taylor)  Butterfield 
Age  91  years,  2  months,  7  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

July  6        Cecilia  Catherine  (MacNeil)  Fiske,  wife  of  James  Fiske, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  MacNeil.    Age  64  years. 
Buried  in  West  Roxbury. 

Aug.  28       Beverly  Blaisdell,  daughter  of  Harry  L.  and  Mary  E. 

(Campbell)  Blaisdell.    Age  19  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield 

Sept.  13  George  E.  Tinkham,  son  of  Arthur  and  Laura  (Head)  Tinkham 
Age  81  years,  7  months,  3  days.    Buried  in  Beverly. 

Sept.  21     Alice  (Claffey)  Pickard,  wife  of  Tilton  C.  Pickard  and 

daughter  of  Terrence  and  Hazel  (Milbury)  Claffey.  Age  49 
years,  3  months,  25  days.    Buried  in  Peabody. 

Sept.  22  Male  Campbell,  son  of  Richard  and  Joan  (Hanson)  Campbell. 
Age  38  min.    Buried  in  Lynn. 

Oct.  15       Baby  Boy  Watson,  son  of  Calvin  M. ,  Jr.  and  Patricia  R. 
(Baker)  Watson.    Age  21  hrs.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Nov,  28  Elizabeth  C.  (Carnes)  Taylor,  widow  of  Ormond  Taylor  and 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Mary  J.  (Carson)  Carnes.  Age  87 
years.    Buried  in  Topsfield, 
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DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 


Date 

Jan.  9  Elizabeth  S.  Burbridge,  Rowley 

Feb.  3  Avis  Carleton  Serrot,  Edgartown 

Feb.  26  Cornelia  Poirier,  Boxford 

April  1  Minnie  MacDougall,  Beverly 

April  26  Josie  Castle,  Boston 

June  1  Mabel  Thurston,  Hamilton 

Aug.  21  (Male)  Meimeteas,  Lynn 

Oct.  1  Selwyn  H.  Towne,  North  Acton 

Oct.  16  Nellie  B.  Smith,  So.  Hampton, N.H. 

Nov.  25  Mildred  I.  Cotton,  Exeter,  N.H.  76 

Dec.  1  Benjamin  Lake,  Plaistow,  N.H.  72 

Dec.  10  Stuart  Merriam  Wyman,  Topsfield  19 


Years 

Mos. 

Days 

84 

3 

13 

78 

7 

10 

79 

10 

13 

75 

1 

14 

88 

8 

15 

71 

1 

26 

6 

81 

9 

24 

66 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
March  7,  1966 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:07  P.M.,  and  he 
declared  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable  stating 
that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

The  Moderator  gave  a  welcome  to  a  group  of  Girl  Scouts  from  Topsfield 
and  three  exchange  students  from  Masconomet. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon.    There  were  no  reports  given  on  the  floor,  and  those 
printed  in  the  Town  Report  was  declared  accepted  by  the  Moderator. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Mr.  William  C.  Abbott,  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  stated  that  a 
correction  must  be  made  in  the  jury  list  as  printed  on  page  40  of  the 


Town  Report: 

Richard  Campbell  Benjamin  English 

Stanley  Sylvanowicz  Robert  Bishop 

Winthrop  Scudder,  Jr.  Paul  R.  Lynch 
Beatrice  L.  Bobo 

With  these  names  removed,  the  Jury  List  for  1966  is  as  follows: 

Edward  D.  Talbeth             Vice  President  1964 

Victor  M.  MacNulty           Chem.  Engineer  1964 

Homer  E.  Harris                Engineer  1964 

Stafford  J.  King,  Jr.       Elec.  Engineer  1964 

Ralph  A.  Landolfi             Mechanic  1964 

Reynold  B.  Nippe               Engineer  1964 

C.  David  Bassett               Engineer  1965 

J.  Robert  Fuller              Accountant  1965 

Leah  R.  Hardy                   Homemaker  1965 

Frederick  A.  Noseworthy    Insurance  1965 

Nathalie  H.  Holmes           Homemaker  1965 

Joseph  P.  Friend              Business  Mgr.  1965 

Irene  R.  Nissen                Homemaker  1965 

William  J.  Vallette          Ind.  Engine  ±-  1965 

Arthur  D.  Somes                Mech.  Engineer  1965 

John  T.  Northey                Artist  1965 
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Prudence  W.  Holman 

Homemaker 

1966 

Thomas  L.  Re id 

Engineer 

1966 

George  D.  M.  Cunha 

Restorationist 

1966 

Stafford  J.  King,  Jr. 

Elec.  Engineer 

1966 

John  B.  Gamans 

Retired 

1966 

Clayton  F.  Rock 

Retired 

1966 

Matthew  W.  Coleman 

Manager 

1966 

Walter  L.  Hall 

Bank  Clerk 

1966 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  this  Jury  List  be  accepted  and  so  voted. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January 
1,  1966,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one 
year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of 
less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General 
Laws. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  under  the  conditions 
stated  in  the  Article. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  the  same. 
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1.  That  the  Town  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  the  elec- 
tive officers  from  January  1,  1966  as  follows: 


Moderator 

$  30 

00 

Selectmen 

Chairman 

400 

00 

Clerk 

800 

00 

Other  Member 

300 

00 

Treasurer 

3,000 

00 

Town  Collector 

3,000 

00 

Assessors 

Chairman 

500 

00 

Clerk 

3,000 

00 

Other  Member 

500 

00 

Planning  Board 
Chairman 

350 

00 

Clerk 

250 

00 

Town  Clerk  $1,000.00 
Tree  Warden -aggregate  not 
to  exceed  $600^ 00^ to  be 
charged  to  applicable 
Moth,  Shade  Tree,  and  Elm 
Beetle  appropriations. 
Road  Commissioner  $6,000.00 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Chairman  100.00 
Clerk  275.00 
Other  Member  100.00 


2.  That  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the 
following  budget: 


General  Government       (3.051  of  total) 


Moderator 

30 

00 

Selectmen 

1,500 

00 

Town  Accountant 

600 

00 

Town  Treasurer 

3,000 

00 

Town  Collector 

3,000 

00 

Assessors 

4,000 

00 

Finance  Committee  Clerk 

50 

00 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk 

200 

00 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 

50 

00 

Town  Clerk 

1,000 

00 

Planning  Board 

600 

00 

Lister 

300 

00 

14,330 

00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

14,000 

00 

28,330 

00 

Elections 

3,200 

00 

Town  Hall 

4,500 

00 

Selectmen's  Special 

2,000 

.00 

Total  General  Government 

38,030 

00 

Protection  of  Persons  §  Property       (5.361  of  total) 


Police  Department  32,683.00 

Fire  Department  19,630.00 

Moth  Department  1,300.00 

Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Dept.  400.00 
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Shade  Tree  Department  $  3,500.00 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  4,000.00 

Poison  Ivy  Control  50.00 

Wire  Inspector  800.00 

Town  Forest  50.00 

Building  Inspector  1,200.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  800.00 

Gas  Inspector  800.00 

Dog  Fund  300.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses  200.00 

Civilian  Defense  2,200.00 

Conservation  150.00 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  §  Property  68,063.00 

Health  and  Sanitation      (1.12%  of  total) 

Health  Department  6,700.00 

Town  Dump  7,500.00 

14,200.00 

Highways  (6.40%  of  total) 

General  25,000.00 

Removing  Snow  §  Ice  28,000.00 

Chapter  81,  Maintenance  7,200.00 

Chapter  90,  Maintenance  5,000.00 

Chapter  90,  New  Construction  4,750.00 

Road  Machinery  Fund  5,000 . 00 

74,95070(5' 

Street  Lighting  6,500.00 

Total  Highways  81,450.00 

Charities  (1.60%) 

Including  General  Relief  Salaries,  Administration 

and  Expenses  of  Welfare  Board;  Aid  to  Disabled 

Persons;  Cash  and  other  Aid  to  Dependent  Children; 

Salaries,  Administration  and  other  Aid  for 

Old  Age  Assistance  20,302.00 

Water  Department            (2.37%  of  total)  30,160.00 

Planning  Board  (.18%  of  total) 

Up-dating  Town  Map  and  Street  numbers  550.00 

Misc.  Exp.  relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes  1,350.00 
Sub-committee  for  review  of  business  and 

industrial  areas  280.00 

Miscellaneous  Expense  150.00 

2,330.00 
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Education,  School  Dept.  -  Elementary  (30.221  of  total) 


General  Expenses 

Expenses  of  Instruction 

Auxiliary  Agencies 

Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets 

Community  Services 

Programs  with  other  districts 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School 


15,169.00 
281,404.00 
41,247.00 
41,712.00 
855.00 
1,850.00 
2,610.00 
384,847.00 


(Operating  -  32.18%  of  total) 
(Debt  -  5.32%  of  total) 
General  Control  Expense  apportionment 
Net  debt  apportionment 


408,550.57 
67,533.42 
476,083.99 


Library  (1.48%  of  total) 
Operation  and  Expenses 


18,870.00 


Recreation      (.55%  of  total) 
Park  Department 

Recreational  Facilities  §  Improvements 

Cemeteries         (.47%  of  total) 
Operations  and  expenses 


4,275.00 
2,715.00 
6,990.00 

5,927.00 


Pensions  (1.33%  of  total) 
Essex  County  Retirement  Fund 


16,840.92 


Soldiers'  Benefits       (.48%  of  total) 
Veterans'  Service  Center 
Veterans '  Benefits 


1,160.00 
5,000.00 
6,160.00 


Unclassified 


(1.73%  of  total) 


Town  reports 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Graves 

Insurance 

Long  Range  School  Planning 
Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance 


1,800.00 
750.00 
50.00 
13,100.00 
100.00 
5,000.00 
20,800.00 
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Maturing  Debt  §  Interest  (1.58%  of  total) 

Interest 


Water  Bonds  5/61 

Water  Bonds  5/49 

School  Bonds  8/51 

School  Bonds  9/54 

School  Bonds  3/62 

School  Bonds  8/65 

Interest  on  Short  Term  Notes 

Maturing  Bonds 


731.25 
1,137.50 
1,140.00 
900.00 
13,200.00 
1,050.00 
18,158.75 
2,000.00 


20,158.75 

(4.581  of  total) 


5/61  3, 000. CO 

5/49  10,000.00 

8/51  10,000.00 

9/54  5, 000. CO 

3/62  25,000.00 

8/65  5,000.00 

58,000.00 


Water  Bonds 
Water  Bonds 
School  Bonds 
School  Bonds 
School  Bonds 
School  Bonds 


Total  Budget  Recommendations  1,269,212.66 

Total  Special  Articles  Estimated  227,048.00 

Total  All  Recommendations  1,496,260.66 

Estimated  State  Charges  45,000.00 

Grand  Total  All  Recommendations  and  Estimates  1,541,260.66 


The  Finance  Committee  stated  that  the  appropriation  for  Insurance 
should  be  $13,100.00  instead  of  $18,000.00  which  made  the  Total 
Budget  Recommendations  $1,269,212.66  and  the  Grand  Total  of  All 
Recommendations  and  Estimates  $1,541,260.66.    The  Town  then  voted 
to  accept  the  Budget  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Dept. 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the 
Library  Trustees 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for' the  use  of  the  School  Department 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department 

(e)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Dept. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
all  or  any  part  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  Funds  named  above  to  the 
respective  departments. 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


27 


Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $100.00  from  the  receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for 
the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $7,500.00  for  the  Reserve  Fund,  said  sum  to  be  appropriated 
from  the  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  Account. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabiliza- 
tion Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Ninth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1.  1966. 
As  there  were  no  outstanding  bills,  the  Finance  Committee  recommended 
and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be  taken. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  the  Article  as 
stated. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  the  sum  of  $14,400.00  to  meet  the 
State's  share  of  the  cost  of  the  work,  reimbursements  from  the  State 
to  be  restored  to  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  upon 
their  receipt. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate, or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
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a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $14,250.00 
to  meet  the  State's  and  County's  share  of  the  work,  reimbursements 
from  the  State  and  County  to  be  restored  to  unappropriated  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  upon  their  receipt. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth  of Vlassachusetts,  as  provided  in  Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1965, 
a  total  sum  of  Seven  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Fifty  ($7,450.00)  Dollars, 
set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said  sum  for 
highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  from 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  679,  Acts 
of  1965,  a  total  sum  of  $7,450.00  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate 
account  and  appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes 
as  already  approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  all  as  provided 
in  said  Acts. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  sell  the  present  police  cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate a  sum  of  money,  and  with  the  money  so  provided,  to  purchase  and 
equip  for  the  Police  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of 
Police,  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  sell  the  present  police  cruiser  and  to  raise, 
assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,500.00,  and  with  the  money  so 
provided  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Police  Department,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police 
cruiser. 

Sixteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  lease  a 
parcel  of  Town-owned  land  in  Ipswich  to  the  Topsfield  Post  255  of  the 
American  Legion  for  the  rent  of  One  ($1.00)  Dollar  per  year  on  such 
terms  as  tHe  Selectmen  shall  determine  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  Town.     (Said  land  is  the  same  referred  to  in  Article  Second  of 
the  Warrant  for  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  May  28,  1953.) 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  lease  a  parcel  of  Town  owned  land  in  Ipswich  to  the 
Topsfield  Post  255  of  the  American  Legion  for  the  rent  of  One  ($1.00) 
Dollar  per  year  on  such  terms  as  the  Selectmen  shall  determine  to  be 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  Town.     (Said  land  is  the  same  referred  to 
in  Article  Second  of  the  Warrant  for  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of 
May  28,  1953.) 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  repairs 
to  the  Topsfield  Town  Hall,  and  determine  wnether  to  meet  said 
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appropriation  by  transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrowing 
and/or  by  the  current  tax  levy,  said  project  to  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  the  sum  of 
$50,000.00  be  appropriated  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making 
extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Topsfield  Town  Hall  and  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  sum  of  $12,000.00  be  transferred  from  available 
funds  in  the  Treasury  and  that  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
$38,000.00  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  275,  Acts  of  1948,  as 
amended  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town  therefor,  payable 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws, 
so  that  the  whole  loan  shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  ten  years  from 
their  dates,  said  project  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Municipal  Services  Building  Committee. 

As  a  2/3  vote  was  necessary  to  carry  this  article,  a  standing  vote 

was  called  for  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  264 
Those  against  4 

This  article  carried. 

Following  this  vote,  before  taking  action  on  Article  21,  the  Town  then 
voted  to  reconsider  the  action  taken  on  Article  17,  and  the  Finance 
Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  the  sum  of  $50,000.00  to  be 
appropriated  for  remodeling,  reconstruction  or  making  extraordinary 
repairs  to  the  Topsfield  Town  Hall  and  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  sum  of  $20,000.00  be  transferred  from  available  funds  in  the 
Treasury  and  that  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Emergency  Finance  Board, 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $30,000.00  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  275,  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended  and  to  issue  bonds 
or  notes  of  the  Town  therefor,  payable  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws,  so  that  the  whole  loan  shall 
be  paid  in  not  more  than  ten  years  from  their  dates,  said  project  to 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Municipal  Services  Building  Committee. 
The  vote  to  reconsider  this  article  was  unanimous,  and  the  2/3 
standing  vote  on  the  second  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  as 
follows : 

Those  in  favor  of  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  336 
Those  against  6 
This  second  recommendation  so  carried. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law,  of  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may  be 
residents  of  the  Town. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $1,541.83  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law, 
of  the  cost  of  providing  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients 
who  may  be  residents  of  the  Town. 
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Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  ren- 
dered by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore  in  accor- 
dance with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $325.00  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing 
payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health 
Association  of  the  North  Shore  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section 
5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($2,500.00)  Dollars  to  be 
expended  by  the  Sanitation  Committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  in  obtaining  options  for  the  purchase  of  land  in  the 
area  north  of  Ipswich  Road  near  the  Ipswich  line  (290L  Planning  Board 
Records)  and/or  the  land  adjacent  to  the  North  of  the  present  town 
dump  area  and  East  of  the  old  railroad  bed,  both  areas  being  well 
suited  for  use  as  a  sanitary  land  fill. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Sanitation 
Committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  in  obtaining 
options  for  the  purchase  of  land  in  the  area  north  of  Ipswich  Road 
near  the  Ipswich  line  and/or  the  land  adjacent  to  the  present  town 
dump  area,  both  areas  being  well  suited  for  use  as  a  sanitary  land 
fill.    After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Lee  Houser  made  a  motion  to  amend 
the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  to  read  as  follows:    that  the 
Town  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Five  Hundred  ($2,500.00)  Dollars  to  be  expended  by  the  Sanitation 
Committee,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  in  obtaining 
options  for  the  purchase  of  land  adjacent  to  and  North  of  the  present 
town  dump  area  and  East  of  the  old  railroad  bed,  such  area  being  well 
suited  for  use  as  a  sanitary  land  fill. 

The  Moderator  declared  a  2/3  vote  was  necessary  to  vote  to  amend  the 
Finance  Committee's  recommendation.  The  voice  vote  was  uncertain  so 
a  standing* vote  was  called  for  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  amending  166 
Those  against  114 
The  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee' s, recommendation  so  carried. 
The  amended  motion  was  then  put  to  vote.    The  Moderator  declared  that 
a  2/3  vote  was  required  and  a  standing  vote  was  called  for  which 
resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
as  amended  289 
Those  against  5 
The  amended  motion  so  carried. 


Twenty-First    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  repairs 
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to  the  Topsfield  Town  Library  and  to  determine  whether  to  meet  said 
appropriation  by  transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrowing  and/or 
the  current  tax  levy,  said  project  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Library  Trustees. 

The  Finance  Committee  advised  the  meeting  that  the  money  being  taken 
from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  under  Article  17  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  General  Laws  prerequisite  to 
floating  the  bond  issues  voted  on  under  Articles  17  and  21st. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  the  sum  of 
$30,000.00  be  appropriated  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making 
extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Topsfield  Town  Library  and  to  meet  this 
appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Emergency  Finance  Board,  be 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $30,000.00  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  275,  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended  and  to  issue  bonds 
or  notes  of  the  Town  therefor,  payable  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws,  so  that  the  whole  loan  shall 
be  paid  in  not  more  than  ten  years  from  their  dates,  said  project  to 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Library  Trustees. 
The  Moderator  declared  a  2/3  vote  was  necessary  and  the  Town  voted 
this  article  unanimously. 

Twenty- Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Depart- 
ment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered 
to  the  School  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $600.00  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library 
Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the  School  Department. 

Twenty -Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Maple  Way" 
as  a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and 
measurements  of  said  way  as  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  plans  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and 
name  it  "Maple  Way." 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be 
taken . 

Twenty -Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept,  as  part  of  the 
public  way,  the  alteration  of  a  public  way  known  as  Hill  Street,  in 
accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  way 
as  altered  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  as  shown  on  plan  on  file  in  the 
Town  Clerk's  office,  and  accept  gratuitous    conveyances  of  areas  of 
land  shown  on  plans  on  file  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  which  are 
within  the  confines  of  Hill  Street,  as  altered  and  relocated. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article  as  stated  and  the  Town 
so  voted. 
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Twenty- Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Seven  Hundred 
($700.00)  Dollars  for  the  continuing  work  of  the  Mosquito  Control 
Committee,  in  providing  monitoring  and  liaison  with  the  Essex  County, 
City  of  Revere  and  Town  of  Winthrop  Mosquito  Control  Project. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $700.00 
for  continuing  work  of  the  Mosquito  Control  Committee,  in  providing 
monitoring  and  liaison  with  the  Essex  County,  City  of  Revere  and 
Town  of  Winthrop  Mosquito  Control  Project. 

Twenty- Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds  and  appropriace  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  use  of  the  Drainage  Committee  to  (1)  clean,  deepen,  and  widen  the 
present  channel  of  Cleveland  Brook  from  the  upstream  end  of  the  culvert 
northwest  of  Prospect  Street  at  Alex  Longo's  property  to  Washington 
Street;  (2)  replace  undersized  culverts  at  Grove  Street  and  old  rail- 
road embankment  south  of  Washington  Street;  (3)  construct  additional 
culvert  under  Summer  Street  to  carry  overflow  of  existing  culvert; 
(4)  install  additional  culvert  at  South  Main  Street  on  Cleveland 
Brook  to  carry  future  drainage  requirements. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,000.00 
for  the  four  drainage  projects  outlined  in  the  Article. 

Twenty- Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess, 
and/or  borrow,  and/or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Wrater  Commissioners  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  water  main  from  a  point  on  Ipswich 
Road  at  the  intersection  of  the  southeasterly  end  of  Camp  Meeting 
Road;  thence  northwesterly  and  westerly  along  said  Camp  Meeting  Road 
to  the  Newburyport  Turnpike,  from  which  point  connections  shall  be 
made  to  the  existing  water  mains,  on  the  Turnpike,  said  extension 
to  consist  of  approximately  4,680  lineal  feet,  the  pipe  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  but  less  than  16  inches  in  diameter,  and  including 
all  appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  the  sum  of 
$33,160.00  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  water  main  from 
a  point  on  Ipswich  Road  at  the  intersection  of  the  southeasterly  end 
of  Camp  Meeting  Road,  thence  northwesterly  and  westerly  along  said 
Camp  Meeting  Road  to  the  Newburyport  Turnpike,  from  which  point 
connections  shall  be  made  to  the  existing  water  mains,  on  the  Turn- 
pike, said  extension  to  consist  of  approximately  4680  lineal  feet,  the 
pipe  to  be  not  less  than  six  inches  but  less  than  16  inches  in  dia- 
meter; that  to  raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval 
of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow  $33,160.00  under  Chapter  44, 
Section  8,  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes 
of  the  Town  therefor,  so  that  the  whole  loan  shall  be  payable  in  not 
more  than  fifteen  years  from  the  date  of  issue  of  the  first  bond  or 
note. 
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The  Moderator  declared  that  a  2/3  vote  was  necessary  and  the  Town 
voted  this  article  unanimously. 

Twenty -Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  development  of  additional  well  fields  and  for  constructing  a 
pumping  station,  including  original  pumping  station  equipment  in  the 
tested  area  north  of  Perkins  Row  and  east  of  the  Mile  Brook,  and  for 
laying  and  relaying  water  mains  of  not  less  than  six  inches  but  less 
than  sixteen  in  diameter  to  the  existing  water  main  in  Perkins  Row 
near  the  Steward  School  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation 
shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  the  sum  of 
$90,000.00  is  appropriated  for  the  development  of  additional  well 
fields  and  for  constructing  a  pumping  station,  including  original 
pumping  station  equipment  in  the  tested  area  north  of  Perkins  Row 
and  east  of  the  Mile  Brook,  and  for  laying  and  relaying  water  mains 
of  not  less  than  six  inches  but  less  than  sixteen  inches  in  diameter 
to  the  existing  water  main  in  Perkins  Row  near  the  Steward  School, 
that  to  raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow  $90,000.00  under  provisions 
of  Section  8,  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended  and  to  issue 
bonds  or  notes  of  the  Town  therefor,  so  that  the  whole  loan  shall  be 
payable  in  not  more  than  fifteen  years  from  the  date  of  issue  of  the 
first  bond  or  note,  and  the  project  shall  be  carried  out  by  the  Water 
Commissioners. 

As  the  Moderator  declared  that  a  2/3  vote  was  necessary  to  carry  this 
article,  a  standing  vote  was  called  for  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendations  261 
Those  against  30 
The  article  so  carried. 

Twenty -Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  ($500.00)  Dollars  to  be  added 
to  the  Conservation  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $500.00  to  be  added  to  the  Conservation 
Fund. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate, or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
a  sum  not  exceeding  Fourteen  Thousand  One  Hundred  ($14,100.00)  Dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  the 
Regional  District  School  Committee  to  pay  for  an  architect,  or  other 
professional  services,  to  draw  plans  and  specifications  for  an  addition 
to  the  regional  school  together  with  any  remodeling  to  the  existing 
building  as  may  be  made  necessary  thereby,  in  accordance  with  the 
original  agreement  with  the  Towns  of  Boxford  and  Middleton  establishing 
the  Regional  School  District  as  amended  by  vote  of  the  member  towns 
in  1961  and  1965,  and  to  expressly  ratify  and  confirm  the  Town's 
acceptance  of  said  amendments,  and  to  direct  the  Town  Treasurer  to  pay 
over  said  sum  to  the  Regional  District  School  Committee  to  be  used  only 
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in  conjunction  with  funds  appropriated  by  the  other  two  member  towns 
for  this  purpose. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $14,063.00  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the 
Town's  share  of  the  cost  of  the  Regional  District  School  Committee  to 
pay  for  an  architect,  or  other  professional  services,  to  draw  plans 
and  specifications  for  an  addition  to  the  regional  school  together 
with  any  remodeling  to  the  existing  building  as  may  be  made  necessary 
thereby,  in  accordance  with  the  original  agreement  with  the  towns  of 
Boxford  and  Middleton  establishing  the  Regional  School  District  as 
amended  by  vote  of  the  member  towns  in  1961  and  1965,  and  to  expressly 
ratify  and  confirm  the  Town's  acceptance  of  said  amendments,  and  to 
direct  the  Town  Treasurer  to  pay  over  said  sum  to  the  Regional  Dis- 
trict School  Committee  to  be  used  only  in  conjunction  with  funds 
appropriated  by  the  other  two  member  towns  for  this  purpose. 

The  Moderator  appointed  William  C.  Abbott  as  Moderator  pro -tern,  when 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting  reconvened  at  the  Firehouse,  Tuesday  morning, 
March  8,  1966  at  7  A.M.  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  several 
town  officers. 


At  seven  o'clock  A.M.  Tuesday,  March  8,  1966,  the  polls  were  declared 
open  until  7  P.M.  when  they  were  declared  closed. 

The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows: 


Dorothy  Day 
William  Skeffington 
Elynor  Brandell 
Virginia  M.  Allen 
Elinore  Ansteensen 


Philip  M.  Kendall 
Clarence  Kneeland 
Barbara  J.  Walsh 
Kenneth  Selburg 


Greta  Geary 
Constance  Davis 
Ruth  M.  Mott 
Helen  Thompson 


The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  615. 
This  agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 
The  Moderator,  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box 
and  the  whole  number  was  615.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted 
and  declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows: 


Moderator    (1  yr.) 
John  Kimball,  Jr.  569* 

Selectman  (2  yrs.) 
Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  552* 

Selectman    (3  yrs.) 
William  C.  Abbott  553* 

Town  Treasurer    (3  yrs.) 
Alice  F.  Castle  573* 


Trustees  of  Town  Library  (3  yrs.) 


Marion  D.  Banus  508* 
Ruth  H.  Akin  521* 

Constable  (1  yr.) 
Theodore  J.  Williams  558* 

Road  Commissioner  (1  yr.) 
William  T.  Gamble  '  558* 

Park  Commissioner  (3  yrs.) 
George  W.  Day  566* 
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Assessor  (3  yrs.) 
John  B.  Gamans  561* 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  (3  yr) 
John  R.  Gould  556* 


Commissioner  of  Cemetery  (3  yrs.) 
Joseph    P.  Friend  541* 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (3  yrs.) 
C.  Lawrence  Bond  549* 


School  Committee    (2  yrs.) 
John  J.  Russell  231 
Edward  E.  Wells  338* 


Water  Commissioner    (3  yrs.) 
Wilbur  C.  Cunningham  548* 


School  Committee  (3  yrs.) 
Richard  F.  Alexander  472* 
Willard  B.  Spring  453* 


Town  Collector 
Leslie  B.  Fales 


(3  yrs.) 
560* 


Tree  Warden-  (1  yr.) 
Wallace  H.  Kneeland  562 

Planning  Board    (1  yr.) 
William  J.  Vallette  502* 


Those  marked  with  *  elected. 


Regional  District  School  Committee 
(1  yr.) 

K.  Frank  Austen  255* 
Ruth  E.  Housten  237 
Alan  K.  Radack  108 

Regional  District  School  Committee 
(3  yrs.) 

Kenneth  W.  Castner,  Jr.  533* 

Planning  Board    (5  yrs.) 
Benjamin  W.  English  547* 

Planning  Board    (1  yr.) 
(to  fill  vacancy) 
William  J.  Vallette  502* 


A  True  Copy 


Attest 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 


Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  JUNE  15,  1966 

The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  tor  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:15  P.M. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Ronald  Wilks  of  3  Linebrook  Road  questioned  if  a  quorum  was 
present.    The  Moderator  declared  a  recess  until  8:30  when  the  meeting 
would  be  called  to  order  again.    At  8:35  P.M.  the  Moderator  asked 
Mr.  Wilks  if  he  still  questioned  if  a  quorum  was  present.    Mr.  Wilks 
asked  for  a  count  and  as  there  still  was  not  a  quorum  present,  the 
Moderator  declared  that  the  meeting  would  reconvene  at  8:50  P.M. 
The  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  again  at  8:50  P.M.  and 
declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

Article  First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting  and  act  thereon.    There  were  no  reports. 

Article  Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  an  addi- 
tional  sum  of  money  to  supplement  the  amount  already  appropriated 
under  Article  17  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March  7,  1966,  for  the 
purpose  of  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  repairs 
to  the  Town  Hall  and  determine  whether  to  meet  said  appropriation  by 
transfer  from  available  funds  and/or  borrowing,  said  project  to  be 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Municipal  Services  Building  Committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  and  appropriate  the  additional  sum  of 
$20,000.00  to  supplement  the  amount  already  appropriated  under 
Article  17  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March  7,  1966  and  to  be 
used  in  conjunction  therewith  for  the  purpose  of  remodeling,  recon- 
structing or  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Town  Hall,  said 
project  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Municipal  Services  Build- 
ing Committee. 

After  much  discussion  on  the  floor,  the  question  was  asked  for  and  the 
Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  voted  on  and  so  carried. 

The  Chair  then  entertained  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  meeting  at  9:16  PM. 
This  was  seconded  and  so  voted. 


A  True  Copy 

Attest  FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 

Town  Clerk 
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J.  Robert  Fuller 
Frederick  A.  Noseworthy 
Joseph  P.  Friend 
Irene  R.  Xissen 
William  J.  Vallette 
Dorothy  B.  Tremblay 
Anthony  W.  Horn 
Mary  J.  Dosh 
Alfred  N.  Andrews 
Robert  M.  Witham 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 
George  A.  Watson 
John  P.  Hingston 
Felix  P.  Guarino 
William  E.  Schroeder 
Roland  Q.  Melzard 
Barbara  L.  Goodpaster 
Thomas  G.  Tagg,  Jr. 
Harold  T.  Fletcher 
Charles  H.  DeGrandpre 
David  Lampert 
Richard  F.  Ray 
Mary  W.  Wetherbee 
Prudence  W.  Holman 
Thomas  L.  Re id 
George  D.  M.  Cunha 
John  B.  Gamans 
Clayton  F.  Rock 
Walter  L.  Hall 
James  V.  Baxter 
Robert  A.  Wood 
Anthony  Lepore 
John  R.  Bond 
James  H.  Goss 
John  A.  Gourley,  Jr. 
John  M.  Sullivan 
Richard  G.  Brisbois 
Lawrence  J.  Hyde 
Roy  M.  Somes 
Ralph  G.  Hatt,  Jr. 
Richard  Skeffington,  Jr. 
Donald  H.  Colter,  Jr. 
Dorman  W.  Burley 
Ronald  Peverly,  Jr. 


JURY  LIST  1967 


Accountant  1965 

Insurance  1965 

Business  Mgr.  1965 

Homemaker  1965 

Ind.  Engineer  1965 

Homemaker  1965 

Accountant  1965 

Homemaker  1965 

Retired  1965 

Caterer  1965 

Mechanic  1965 

Sales  Mgr.  1965 

Executive  1965 

Mfg.  Specialist  1965 

Engineer  1965 

Salesman  1965 

Homemaker  1966 

Shovel  Operator  1966 

Automotive  Eng.  1966 

Superintendent  1966 

Business  Mgr.  1966 

Advertising  1966 

Homemaker  1966 

Homemaker  1966 

Engineer  1966 

Restorationist  1966 

Retired  1966 

Retired  1966 

Bank  Clerk  1966 

Retired  1967 

Foreman  1967 

Truck  Driver  1967 

Engineer  1967 

Radar  Tech.  1967 

Mgr.  1967 

General  Contractor  1967 

State  Police  1967 

Planner  1967 

Clerk  1967 

Engineer  1967 

Book  Binder  1967 

Engineer  1967 

Newspaper  Mgr.  1967 

Sheet  Metal  Worker  1967 
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Robert  E.  Betts 
Elwood  D.  Bickford 
H.  Sargent  Whittier 
George  A.  Ross 
Thelma  DesMaisons 
Olivia  F.  Fraher 
Estelle  R.  Levesque 
Mabel  W.  Mueller 
William  Spakowski 
Mary  Slachta 


Plant  Mgr. 
Biologist 
Sales  Mgr. 
Mgr. 


General  Electric 
Homemaker 


Homemaker 
Homemaker 
I  lomemaker 
Homemaker 


1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE 


At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  7,  1966,  the  Town  voted 
$6,000.  for  use  by  the  Drainage  Committee  for  brook  cleaning  and 
new  culverts  in  town. 

During  the  year  work  was  performed  in  Cleaveland  Brook  with  the 
installation  of  new  culverts  at  Gail  St.,  Grove  St.,  and  the  old 
railroad  bed.    The  existing  stream  bed  was  widened  and  cleaned 
from  the  Prospect  Street  end  of  the  existing  culvert  to  Washington 
Street  adjacent  to  property  of  Thomas  Ralph. 

Other  projects  proposed  for  1966  were  new  culverts  on  School  Brook 
at  Summer  Street  and  on  Cleaveland  Brook  at  South  Main  Street  had 
to  be  postponed  because  no  bids  were  received. 

The  proposed  work  for  1967  will  include  the  installation  of  another 
culvert  under  Prospect  Street  to  carry  the  low  water  flow  and  to 
carry  future  flood  flows    because  the  existing  culvert  is  too  high. 
This  project  will  entail  widening,  subgrading  and  subdrainage  work 
on  Prospect  Street  adjacent  to  the  culverts. 

We  anticipate  that  the  work  postponed  in  1966  will  be  completed  in 


The  committee  feels  that  with  the  completion  of  the  work  outlined 
above  new  work  and  future  maintenance  should  be  placed  under  the 
Town  Highway  Department. 

The  committee  wishes  to  thank  Mr.  C.  L.  Bond  and  all  others  who  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  our  work  in  1966. 


1967. 


GEORGE  A.  HERMANS,  Chairman 
LAURANCE  C.  DOSH,  Secretary 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
LAWRENCE  A.  CYR 
WILLIAM  J.  VALLETTE 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  and  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
REPORT 

Following  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  Election  of  1966,  the  Select- 
men met  and  organized  -  William  C.  Abbott,  Chairman;  William  G. 
Evans,  Clerk;  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  third  member. 

The  Selectmen  also  serve  as  the  Board  of  Health. 

Regular  Meetings  are  held  the  first  and  third  Monday  of  each  month, 
with  additional  meetings  as  required. 

One  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  on  June  15,  1966. 

The  alterations  for  the  Town  Hall  were  completed  on  schedule  with 
very  successful  results.     It  will  enable  Town  Departments  to  keep  all 
their  records  in_one  place;  thereby  making  Town  Government  more 
efficient  and  complete. 

Mr.  Harold  Moore  was  appointed  Sergeant  in  the  Police  Department. 
He  has  completed  the  course  at  the  State  Police  School  and  is  a  fine 
addition  to  the  department. 

Mr.  Wallace  Kneeland  resigned  as  Dog  Officer,  and  Mr.  Chester  Hood 
was  appointed  in  his  place. 

In  the  fall  of  1966  the  Board  of  Health  made  a  regulation  specifying 
certain  conditions  for  garbage  trucks  using  Town  roads  and  times  for 
same. 

Mr.  Tracy  Flagg,  Town  Sanitary  Engineer,  has  taken  samples  of 

water  from  the  swimming  area  at  Hoods  Pond  twice  during  the  year  for 

testing,  and  found  it  to  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Osgood  Richards,  Health  Inspector  and  Milk  Inspector,  has 
continued  to  make  many  and  varied  tests  on  food  and  milk.    His  inspec- 
tions at  regular  intervals  assure  the  Town's  people  of  continuing 
good  quality  milk, cream,  and  other  related  food  items  sold  in  Town 
grocery  stores.    He  also  diligently  checks  all  food  dispensing 
installations  at  regular  intervals,  and  particularly  those  at  the 
Topsfield  fair  grounds  during  fair  week  and  other  times  when  the 
fair  grounds  are  used  for  one-time  situations.    These  checks  assure 
a  high  degree  of  cleanliness  and  quality  in  the  Town's  dispensing 
installations  throughout  the  year. 


) 
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The  Town  is  indeed  fortunate  to  have  so  many  willing  volunteers  to 
take  on  the  special  duties  of  the  various  Town  Committees.  Their 
efforts  in  originating  and  carrying  out  projects  for  the  Town's 
benefit  are  very  much  appreciated  by  the  Selectmen. 

Dr.  Rogers,  Board  of  Health  Agent,  reports  communicable  disease  in 
1966  as  follows: 


Chicken  Pox   2 

Dog  Bites  14 

Mumps  21 

Scarlet  Fever   1 

German  Measles   3 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  C.  ABBOTT,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  G.  EVANS,  Clerk 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
Board  of  Selectmen 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1966. 


Dwellings  38 

Additions  22 

Garages  (Residential)  ,  6 

Remodeling   3 

Storage  Buildings   3 

Sign   1 

Two  Family  Apartment   1 

Church   1 

Office  Building  _1 

Total  Permits  76 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
Building  Inspector 
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MILK  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1966.    I  inspected  the  premises  and  issued  licenses 
for  the  sale  of  milk  and  cream  to  11  locations,  including  one  that 
opened  in  February  and  closed  the  following  month,  two  that  were 
seasonal  and  the  remaining  eight  being  year-round,  two  of  which 
served  over  the  counter. 

Oleo  licenses  were  issued  to  three  stores.  One  seasonal  location 
was  approved  to  manufacture  frozen  desserts;  namely,  icemilk  with 
continuous  freezer. 

After  satisfactory  inspections,  14  vehicle  licenses  were  issued, 
including  those  in  nearby  locations.    These  included  one  for  canteen 
serving  at  the  Fairgrounds,  two  to  dealers  hoping  to  do  business  and 
wish  to  hold  a  license  in  Topsfield,  one  to  a  firm,  a  subsidiary  of 
which  is  Ipswich  Dairy,  two  that  have  ceased  to  do  business  in 
Topsfield,  having  sold  out  to  a  company  already  delivering  here. 
Also  included  were  eight  vehicle  licenses  delivering  to  both  stores 
and  homes,  of  which  five  deliver  only  to  the  home. 

As  of  June  1st,  records  show  total  delivery  to  be  as  follows: 


To  Home 

To  Stores 

Totals 

MILK 

1850 

628 

2478 

11  h  pint 

Proctor 

500=125  qt 
300=  75  " 
200 

Steward 

2%  spec. 

34 

10 

44 

All  grs.  cream 

43 

76 

119 

Skim 

124 

48 

172  Total 

B.  Milk 

15 

4 

19  2678 

Choc.  Milk 

20  -  h 

pts.  - 

5 

Above  figures  are  based  on  6-day  week.  All  figures  are  given  in  quarts 
regardless  of  the  container  size. 

All  stores  have  milk  products  in  both  paper  and  glass,  some  home 
delivery  is  made  in  paper,  but  most  is  in  glass,  which  seems  to  be 
much  better,  the  bacterial  and  coli  count  being  more  favorable. 

Ice  cream  sold  in  town  came  from  seven  different  sources,  one  of  which 
discontinued  business,  only  the  seasonal  icemilk  being  made  in  the 
town. 

The  contract  for  milk,  etc.  at  the  Fair  was  held  by  West  Lynn  Creamery 
who  also  furnished  most  of  the  ice  cream,  although  some  was  furnished 
by  Hood.    The  milk  and  cream  was  delivered  by  Ipswich  Dairy,  sub-_ 
sidiary  of  West  Lynn  Creamery,  who  delivered  about  the  same  quantity 
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as  last  year;  nearly  5,000  quarts  of  milk  and  about  800  quarts  of 
light  cream.    The  ice  cream  was  furnished  through  another  subsidiary 
of  the  West  Lynn  Creamery;  North  Shore  Ice  Cream. 

I  caused  to  be  run  a  total  of  287  samples  as  follows:    milk,  178; 
cream  (all  grades),  45;  skim,  5;  ice  cream,  52;  icemilk,  6;  icemilk 
mix ,  1 . 

No  samples  of  either  buttermilk  or  chocolate  milk  were  taken  as  these 
are  usually  acid  in  the  case  of  buttermilk,  and  in  the  case  of 
chocolate  milk  the  chocolate  having  some  fat  itself  tends  to  throw 
off  the  fat  content  of  the  milk. 

Samples  of  milk  being  classed  as  Guernsey,  homogenized  and  regular, 
so  called,  skim,  light,  medium  and  all-purpose  and  heavy  cream  were 
taken  from  stores,  trucks  making  home  deliveries  and  from  5-gallon 
dispensers.    Store  samples  were  taken  from  both  glass  and  paper 
containers,  home  samples  were  from  glass  bottles. 

Most  samples  were  satisfactory.    In  some  cases  carelessness  persisted, 
resulting  in  excessive  bacterial  and  coli  counts.    All  such  cases 
were  adjusted  and  resampling  resulted  in  satisfactory  counts.  In 
some  instances  I  had  to  visit  processing  dairies  before  satisfactory 
samples  were  obtained.    Ice  cream  had  few  problems  this  year,  although 
one  source  persisted  in  a  three -flavor  half  gallon  being  on  the  line 
or  just  below  on  weight.    Ice  cream  is  the  only  item  the  law  states 
the  weight  must  be  not  less  than  4^  lbs.  to  the  gallon. 

I  feel  that  the  adoption  of  new,  modern  regulations  will  do  a  great 
deal  to  help  keep  all  sources  in  line.    I  strongly  recommend  such 
action  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OSGOOD    S.  RICHARDS 
Milk  Inspector 
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HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

I  wish  to  report  my  activity  in  checking  the  various  phases  of  food 
and  food  handling,  and  also  under  what  conditions  same  is  prepared 
and  served  to  the  public. 

January  1,  1965  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  adopted  a  completely  new  set  of  rules  covering  the 
entire  food  setup,  superceding  all  other  food  regulations  in" force 
by  the  towns  and  cities  throughout  the  State.    This  new  regulation 
is  known  as  #10  or  Code  X. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  Topsfield  has  implemented  this  new  code 
and  has  introduced  the  code  to  persons  who  operate  eating  places, 
stores,  and  other  such  as  churches,  schools,  etc.,  the  various  groups 
using  the  Fairgrounds,  their  shows  and  gatherings  that  come  from  all 
areas  in  the  county.    Also,  the  array  of  booths  and  other  food  dis- 
pensing places  at  the  Topsfield  Fair.    These  last  two  groups  are  the 
users  giving  the  most  problems,  as  they  are  so  varied  and  are  much 
harder  to  police  as  most  are  amateur  one-time  deals.    I  delivered 
Code  X  to:    Fraher's  Apothecary;  Topsfield  Pharmacy;  Gil's  Grocery; 
The  Village  Deli;  Centre  Supermarket;  Bishop's  Store;  Busy  B's; 
Trinity  Church;  St.  Rose  Church;  Congregational  Church;  Surfwood 
(coin  operated);  New  Meadow  Golf  Club;  Paul  Corson,  Fairgrounds; 
Proctor  and  Steward  Schools. 

At  the  Fair  all  were  given  a  copy,  unless  they  had  their  own.  Such 
code  has  not  yet  been  given  to  either  Maryknoll  or  State  Police 
Barracks . 

I  visited  to  inspect  at  Fairgrounds  on:    May  7,  American  Legion 
Auction;  May  14,  Girl  Scout  Jamboree;  June  5,  4-H  Rabbit  Show; 
June  18,  Kennel  Club;  July  3,  Firemen  Relief;  July  10,  Horse  Show; 
August  14,  Horse  Show;  September  24,  G.O.P.  Rally;  September  29,  Flea 
Market.    Several  of  these  I  had  to  make  two  trips,  because  not 
completely  installed,  or  not  properly  installed.    Total  12  hours, 
50  miles. 

In  preparation  for  the  Fair,  I  drew  a  map  of  the  ground  and  building 
layout  and  had  photostat  copies  made.    This  map  was  used  to  mark 
locations  of  all  the  various  eating  places  as  well  as  all  locations 
selling  any  form  of  food.    Each  location  was  given  a  number.    This  was 
marked  on  the  map.    This  number  was  used  to  identify  the  person 
responsible  for  the  management  of  same.    This  coming  year  I  would  like 
to  be  able  to  put  or  attach  to  each  stand  the  same  number,  so  anyone 
could  report,  if  needed,  the  number  rather  than  the  name  of  the  stand 
as  there  were  some  two,  three,  and  even  four  stands  under  the  same 
name.    I  covered  the  Fair  every  day  either  in  the  morning  or  after- 
noon, some  days  both  morning  and  afternoon. 
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There  were  two  State  Inspectors  also  covering  the  Fair.    I  worked 
with  them  at  times  during  the  day.    They  tried  to  acquaint  the  people 
operating  the  stands  to  the  scope  of  the  new  Code  X.    This  year  we 
concentrated  on  keeping  supplies  elevated  off  the  ground,  cleanliness, 
hats  or  nets  on  the  heads  of  the  personnel  preparing,  handling  and 
serving  food.    I  was  at  the  Fairgrounds  two  days  before  the  Fair 
started  to  lay  the  groundwork. 

Fri.,  Sept.  2  -  2  hours,  P.M.  Wed.    Sept.  7  -  lh  hrs.  P.M. 

Sat.,    "       3  -  3     "       A.M.  and  P.M.  Thurs.,  "      8  -  " 
Mon.,    "       5  -  5     "  "     "     "     Fri.,      "93"  A.M. 

Tues.,  "       6  -  2  "     "     "     Sat.,      "    10-5     "  A.M. /P.M. 

Sunday  was  so  rainy  there  was  no  attendance.  I  kept  much  closer 
touch  with  food  booths  on  Monday  and  Saturday  due  to  the  greater 
attendance  on  those  days,  putting  in  25  hours  and  55  miles. 

On  November  2  the  Borden  Starlac  dry  milk  was  recalled  from  all 
stores,  because  salmonella  was  found  to  be  present  in  the  product 
in  Georgia.    Centre  Supermarket  was  the  only  store  having  any  stock. 
It  was  all  returned. 

No  further  history  of  any  other  contamination  has  been  received  from 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

At  the  Fair  there  was  a  total  of  54  locations  where  food  of  some 
description  was  sold,  as  follows. One  fudge  counter  only  stayed  open 
until  Tuesday,  then  closed  down  and  left. 


In  Fair  proper,  28  less  1  that  closed 

In  Midway,  23 

In  Dog  Track  area,  3 


Up  to  this  date  I  have  put  in  a  total  of  40  hours  and  160  miles. 
There  being  no  forms  prescribed  for  the  Health  Inspector  reports, 
a  notebook  was  kept  recording  items  of  interest.    There  will  need  to 
be  forms  for  permits  and  the  keeping  of  such  records,  also,  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  charges  to  be  made  for  permits.    Under  Code  X 
no  Common  Victualler  license  should  be  granted  unless  the  applicant 
complies  with  Code  X. 

I  realize  this  is  a  lengthy  report,  but  felt  the  Board  should  have  a 
broad  outline  of  this  matter. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


OSGOOD  S.  RICHARDS 

Board  of  Health  Inspector 
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PERSONNEL  OF  FTRE  DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF 
Philip  L.  Godbout 
DEPUTY  CHIEFS 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Richard  Crocker 
CAPTAINS 
Ronald  Giovannacci 

Howard  Stultz 
Myron  Williams,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Wood 


PRIVATES 


Leslie  Clewes 
Vito  Costanza 
Antonio  D'Agostino 
Nicholas  D'Agostino 
Pasquale  D'Agostino 
George  S.  Day 
George  W.  Day 
Clayton  Elliott 
Benjamin  English,  Jr. 
David  Fuller 
Wrilliam  Gamble 
Warren  Giovannacci 
Philip  Griffin 
Dean  Harwood 


David  Jordan 
Wallace  Kneeland 
John  Leadvaro 
Alexander  Longo 
Gordon  Newton 
Charles  Osborne 
Roger  Peabody 
Luther  Robinson 
John  Sullivan 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 


Frank  Watson 
Roger  Wildes 
David  Woodbury 


Stephen  Woodbury 


Richard  Wyman 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1966. 

This  has  been  a  good  year  for  our  Department  due  to  sufficient  rain- 
fall at  the  right  time.    It  kept  our  fire  calls  below  the  hundred 
mark. 

We  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  James  Wildes,  our  telephone  operator,  the 
citizens  of  Topsfield  and  the  officers  and  men  for  their  fine 
cooperation  and  work  during  the  past  year. 

Our  Emergency  telephone  number  is  887-2211 

Give  your  name,  address  and  location  of  emergency. 

For  burning  permits,  call  887-5993 

For  Fire  Chief,  call  887-5934 

The  record  for  1966: 

98  alarms  -  51  bell  -  47  still 


11  grass  fires 

4 

oven  fires 

1  barn 

5 

wash  down  gasoline  from  roads 

2  building 

8 

electrical 

12  wood  fires 

1 

flooded  cellar 

13  brush 

1 

cabin  fire 

9  dump 

1 

flooded  oil  burner 

10  car 

1 

mattress  fire 

1  false 

525 

red  network  phone  calls 

4  out  of  town 

62 

wrong  numbers 

3  resuscitator  calls 

920 

burning  permits 

3  chimney 

10 

oil  burner  permits 

8  no  service 

4 

blasting  permits 

Respectfully  submitted, 


PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT,  Chief 
CLIFTON  P.  ELLIOTT,  Deputy  Chief 
RICHARD  CROCKER.  Deputy  Chief 


Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Roger  G.  Peabody 


SERGEANT 
Harold  G.  Moore 


PATROLMEN 

Roy  H.  Ackerman 
Luigi  J.  .Angel ine 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
Stephen  P.  Tierney 


RESERVE  PATROLMEN 

John  W.  Dwinell 
.Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 


SPECIAL  POLICE 

Donald  Brown 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
George  N.  Earle 
James  R.  Swindell 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
William  G.  VanBuskirk 


POLICEWOMAN 
Nellie  R.  Peabody 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 
I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for  1966. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT 


Complaints  and  investigations   531 

Accidents  reported.   110 

Motor  vehicles  involved  in  accidents   204 

Persons  injured  in  motor  vehicle  accidents   96 

Summons  served   329 

Arrests  by  State  Police   87 

Arrests  by  Topsfield  Police   18 

Violations  reported  to  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles..  38 

Warnings  (Oral)   22 

Defective  equipment  tags  issued   53 

Court  hours   90 

Pistol  permits  issued   20 

Hospital  runs   90 

Resuscitator  calls   2 

House  checks   714 

House  breaks   42 

Business  breaks   6 

Doors  found  open   9 

Motor  vehicles  stolen   5 

Stolen  motor  vehicles  recovered   6 

Malicious  damage  to  property   16 

Bicycles  stolen   1 

Attempt  assault   2 

Assists   108 

Persons  reported  missing  and  found  by  Topsfield  Police.  8 

Murder   1 

Suicide   1 

Larceny   10 

Total  cruiser  mileage  for  year  44668.3 

OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONS  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

Attaching  improper  registration  plates  to  a  motor  vehicle....  1 

Breaking  and  entering   2 

Drunkeness   6 

Failing  to  keep  to  the  right  of  the  middle  of  the 

traveled  part  of  the  way   1 

Failing  to  stop  on  signal  of  a  uniformed  police  officer   1 

Failing  to  stop  for  a  red  traffic  controlling  signal   1 

Failing  to  stop  for  a  stop  sign   1 

Leaving  the  scene  of  an  accident  without  making  himself  known  2 

Larceny  over  $100.00   2 
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Liquor  in  a  vehicle  of  a  minor  unaccompanied  by  parent  or  adult  2 


Operating  a  motor  vehicle  after  suspension  of  right   2 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  so  as  to  endanger   3 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  license  in  his  possession..  1 
Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  registration  in  his 

possession   1 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence  of 

intoxication   2 

Operating  an  uninsured  motor  vehicle   6 

Operating  an  unregistered  motor  vehicle   6 

Speeding   3 

Using  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority   1 

TOTAL  ~J? 


Again  this  year  the  demands  of  the  Police  Department    have  shown  a 
considerable  increase.    The  number  of  house-breaks  alone  has  doubled, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  remaining  activities  of  the  department 
have  shown  a  corresponding  jump.    In  order  to  assist  in  handling  the 
increased  work  load,  I  have  recommended  to  the  Selectmen  the  need  for 
a  fourth  full-time  patrolman,  which,  if  provided,  will  assist  the 
department  in  providing  complete  around  the  clock  protection  seven 
days  a  week. 

It  is  also  being  recommended  that  an  additional  cruiser  be  purchased 
in  order  to  back  up  our  present  station  wagon  ambulance -cruiser, 
while  at  the  same  time  enabling  the  department  to  provide  double  the 
patrol  coverage  of  the  town  with  the  existing  manpower  facilities. 

As  a  result  of  the  last  annual  town  meeting  the  Town  has  provided 
space  and  facilities  for  a  24 -hour  Emergency  Center  in  the  Town  Hall 
for  all  town  departments.    We  recommend  the  adoption  of  Article  #28 
which  has  been  inserted  in  the  Warrant  by  the  Selectmen  on  the  request 
of  the  Communication  Committee  so  that  the  town  can  take  the  final 
step  in  putting  this  center  into  full  operation  around  the  clock, 
seven  days  a  week,  thereby  providing  the  town  with  modern,  up-to-date 
and  efficient  communications  between  the  townspeople  and  the  various 
town  departments,  and  in  particular  in  the  proper  handling  of 
emergency  calls  to  the  fire  and  police  departments. 

In  closing,  the  men  of  the  department  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
prompt  response  and  efficiency  of  operation,  while  sincere  thanks  are 
also  extended  to  the  officials  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  the  citizens 
and  the  State  Police,  as  well  as  all  others  who  in  any  way  have 
assisted  this  department. 

For  the  information  of  new  residents,  the  POLICE  TELEPHONE  is  887-5571, 
if  no  answer,  dial  887-2912,  this  number  being  the  EMERGENCY  BLUE  NET- 
WORK, consisting  of  six  telephones. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
Chief  of  Police 
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1966  CIVIL  DEFENSE  REPORT 

To:    Board  of  Selectmen  §  Citizens  of  Topsfield 

This  report  is  to  keep  you  informed  on  Civil  Defense  Programs  and 
activities  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield.    Some  of  these  programs  were 
started  a  number  of  years  ago  and  are  more  or  less  complete,  while 
others  are  still  being  actively  worked  on.    Although  our  yearly 
Civil  Defense  budgets  have  not  been  very  large,  by  continuing  each 
year  to  work  toward  certain  goals  and  objectives  we  have  come  a  long 
way  in  our  over-all  preparedness  program.    In  the  following  report 
each  major  program  or  activity  is  identified  and  an  explanation  made 
of  the  status  of  that  program. 

Local  Government  Radio  System 

There  are  four  major  purposes  of  this  radio  system;  they  are  - 

a.  To  provide  two-way  radio  communication  between  vehicles  of  all 
departments  and  a  central  communications  dispatching  center. 

b.  To  develop  greater  cooperation  between  the  various  departments 
of  the  Town. 

c.  To  increase  the  efficiency  of  all  departments  while  exercising 
their  routine  and/or    emergency  functions. 

d.  To  provide  the  taxpayer  the  greatest  return  on  his  invested 
dollar  by  efficiently  utilizing  the  manpower  and  resources  of 
all  town  departments. 

As  this  report  is  being  written,, work  is  being  done  on  the  new 
24-hour  Emergency  Center  at  the  Town  Hall  and  an  article  has  been 
included  in  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  so  that  the  citizens  may  vote 
to  put  such  an  emergency  center  into  operation. 

Presently,  in  lieu  of  the  24 -hour  Emergency  Center  we  have  four 
radio  control  points  which  are  available  or  manned  about  eight  hours 
a  day.    These  points  are: 

a.  Mrs.  Lila  Wildes'  home  on  Washington  Street 

b.  Fire  Station  -  School  Avenue 

c.  Police  Station  -  Town  Hall 

d.  Clerk's  Office  -  Town  Hall 

Two-way  radios  are  in  the  following  equipment:    Civil  Defense, 
Director's  car,  auxiliary  fire  truck;  Fire  Department,  Chief's 
car,  Engine  1,  Engine  2,  Engine  3  and  Combination  2;  Police  Department 
Sergeant's  car,  cruiser- ambulance;  Water  Department,  utility  truck. 

Long  range  plans  call  for  radio  equipment  to  be  used  by  the  Highway 
Department . 
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Fire  Department  -  County  Mutual  Aid  Radio  System 

This  radio  system  provides  intercommunication  between  the  local 
Fire  Department  and  nearly  every  other  Fire  Department  in  Essex 
County.    This  system  is  completely  operational  in  our  town  and 
operates  under  the  call  letters  KCE-922.    Haverhill  Fire  Depart- 
ment provides  the  control  point  on  a  24-hour  basis.    In  addition 
to  the  local  departments,  the  State  Fire  Towers  are  also  on  this 
channel.    By  throwing  a  switch  on  the  radio  unit,  each  Fire  De- 
partment truck  may  utilize  this  frequency  instead  of  the  regular 
local  government  frequency.    This  option  is  also  available  to  the 
Fire  Chief  and  the  C.  D.  Director. 

Disaster  Warning  System 

The  warning  system  is  made  up  of  two  parts;  namely,  a  ten-horsepower 
electric  siren ^located  at  the  rear  of  the  Fire  Station  and  a  mobile 
or  portable  public  address  system. 

The  siren  is  fully  operational  and  meets  minimum  Federal  requirements. 
To  update  citizens  with  regard  to  warning  signals,  the  following 
is  a  late  Massachusetts  Civil  Defense  Agency  release. 

"Adoption  of  a  single  attack  warning  signal  in  case  of  an  attack 
situation  upon  the  United  States,  becomes  effective  nationally 
March  1,  1967.    The  new  signal  will  be  the  same  as  that  previously 
classified  as  the  'take  cover  signal,'  a  three  to  five  minute 
wailing  tone  or  series  of  short  blasts  on  horns  or  other  appropriate 
devices.    The  former  'alert  signal,'  the  steady  three  to  five 
minute  warning  will  be  used  only  in  connection  with  natural  disasters'.' 
In  addition' to.  the  siren  we  have  a  public  address  system  which  can 
be  used  to  disseminate  information  on  any  occasion  whether  it  be  a 
warning  of  attack,  natural  disaster,  or  emergency  local  conditions. 

Volunteer  C.  D.  Emergency  Radio  System 

Due  to  the  lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of  amateur  radio  operators 
and  the  inability  to  establish  a  network  of  "hams"  we  have  utilized 
a  different  approach.    Individual  citizens  of  the  Town  (mainly  Fire 
and  Police  Department  personnel)  have  purchased  their  own  equipment 
and  have  formed  a  Volunteer  C.  D.  Emergency  Network.    Each  individual 
provides  his  own  equipment  and  maintenance.    The  Town  is  licensed  to 
operate  up  to  30  mobile  units  under  the  call  sign  KMA  6295.  Presently 
there  are  14  units  operating  on  this  network  and  the  base  station  is 
located  at  the  Fire  Station.    Citizens  interested  in  being  a  part  of 
this  emergency  network  should  contact  Mr.  Robert  A.  Wood,  Director 
of  Civil  Defense,  887-5555.    Regular  amateur  equipment  on  the  2  and  6- 
meter  band  is  available  and  for  any  amateur  operator  interested, 
regular  radio  drills  are  conducted  each  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
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Call  Firefighters  Alert  System 

This  system  is  comprised  of  radio  receivers  located  in  the  homes 
of  all  firefighters.    The  receivers  are  keyed  on  by  the  use  of  a 
special  tone  transmitted  on  the  local  government  radio  system. 
When  the  Fire  Department  receives  a  call  for  help  the  fire  whistle 
is  blown  and  a  tone  is  sent,  after  the  tone  is  sent  and  the 
receivers  are  activated,  a  message  is  sent  giving  the  description 
and  location  of  the  fire.    We  now  have  ten  such  units  and  eventually 
it  is  hoped  that  all  members  of  the  Fire  Department  will  be  so 
equipped.    In  addition  to  these  special  monitors  we  also  have  equip- 
ment that  monitors  the  State  Fire  Frequency  and  the  State  Police 
Frequency. 

Auxiliary  Fire  Truck  -  Disaster  Equipment 

The  1931  Dodge  auxiliary  fire  truck  finally  gave  out  after  35  years 
of  faithful  service.    Late  in  the  year  the  universal  in  the  main 
drive  shaft  failed  and  at  present  we  are  without  a  truck  to  carry 
our  disaster  equipment.    It  is  recommended  that  we  retire  the  1931 
truck  and  as  soon  as  the  C.  D.  reserve  budget  has  sufficient  funds 
that  we  purchase  a  new  3/4  ton,  4-wheel  drive  pick  up  truck.  This 
truck  would  carry  the  following  equipment;  an  emergency  portable 
2500  watt  generator,  four  (4)  five  hundred  watt  flood  lights,  three 
(3)  long  extension  cables,  a  portable  pump  for  fire  fighting  and 
cellar  pumping,  suction  and  discharge  hose,  portable  chain  saw,  and 
many  small  hand  tools.    It  is  also  suggested  that  this  vehicle  would 
augment  the  regular  Fire  Department  equipment  for  deep  woods  fires, 
wiring  installation  and  maintenance,  and  police  work  for  installation 
and  maintenance  of  speed  and  traffic  control  signs. 

Emergency  Generator  -  Lighting  and  Communications 

The  entire  Fire  Station  and  Town  Garage  building  is  now  supplied  with 
an  emergency  power  system  through  the  use  of  the  C.  D.  10  KW  generator 
If  and  when  an  addition  is  built  to  the  existing  fire  building,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  special  room  will  be  provided  as  the  present  location  of 
the  generator  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Also,  at  that  time  we  should 
consider  changing  from  gasoline  to  natural  gas  as  a  fuel  source.  The 
gasoline  storage  tank  now  in  the  ground  behind  the  building  could  be 
turned  over  to  the  Highway  Department  for  their  use. 

Radiological  Equipment  -  Training 

The  Town  has  three  complete  radiological  monitoring  units.  Personnel 
has  been  trained  in  their  use  and  the  equipment  is  under  the  control 
and  direction  of  the  Radiological  Officer,  Mr.  Wilfred  S.  Desmarais. 
Training  programs  have  been  conducted  in  Fire  and  Police.    We  would 
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like  to  conduct  other  training  programs  if  there  were  citizen 
interest,  primarily  in  the  medical  self-help  program. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  extend  a  "welcome"  to  any  interested  person 
in  town  who  would  like  to  join  in  our  activities. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  A.  WOOD 
Director,  Civil  Defense 


ROAD  COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT 
To  the  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  1966  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  accomplished  on  drainage, 
widening,  scraping  and  resurfacing  of  the  roads  in  Topsfield. 

Under  Chapter  90  funds,  1800  feet  of  new  road  construction  was 
completed  on  Ipswich  Road.    Under  Chapter  90,  work  has  been  started 
on  Central  Street. 

Under  General  Highway,  Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1965  and  Chapter  90 
maintenance,  widening,  scraping  and  resurfacing  and  drainage  work 
has  been  done  on  sections  of  Washington  Street,  Lockwood  Lane, 
Pemberton  Road,  Haverhill  Road  and  Canterbury  Hill. 

Under  Chapter  81  funds,  catch  basins  and  drains  were  cleaned,  roads 
were  swept,  oiled  and  sanded,  also  brush  along  the  highways  was  cut. 

Drainage  remains  a  constant  problem  and  much  work  still  remains  to  be 
done. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  cooperated 
with  this  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  organized  and  reelected  Benjamin  W.  English  as 
Chairman  and  Richard  L.  Castle*  as  Clerk.  Members  were  appointed 
as  representatives  from  the  Board  to  the  following: 

Soil  Erosion  Board  --  Robert  H.  Klar 
Conservation  Commission  --  Richard  L.  Castle* 
Sanitation  Study  Committee  --  Reynold  B.  Nippe 
Drainage  Committee  --  William  J.  Vallette 

*Mr.  Castle  resigned  on  moving  to  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  James  R. 
Klock  replaced  him  on  the  Planning  Board  and  on  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission.  Mr.  Nippe  was  elected  to  replace  Mr.  Castle 
as  Clerk. 


The  Board  held  twenty-four  regular  meetings  and  two  public  hearings. 

A  summary  of  the  subdivision  activity  is  as  follows: 

Subdivision  Plan  Conditionally  Lots  Street  accepted 
or  street  Submitted     Approved   Released    by  Town  

Meredith  Hill  15 
(34  lots  of 
2  acres) 


Timber  Lane 
(15  lots 
of  2  acres) 

Normandy  Row 
(15  lots) 

Towne  Hill 
(33  lots) 

Wilmore 
(14  lots  of 
2  acres) 


(No  action  since  1965 
conditional  approvals) 


14  to  date  (to  recommend 
acceptance  in  1967) 


6    (26  to  date) 


Ledgewood  Circle  X 
(9  lots) 

Daly  Field  X  Disapproved 

(18  lots) 

Many  field  trips  have  been  made  for  purposes  of  inspection  of 
proposed  subdivision  sites,  and  to  inspect  subdivisions  and  streets 
to  be  certain  that  all  requirements  are  met. 
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Members  of  the  Planning  Board  have  attended  regional  and  state 
meetings  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Planning  Boards  where 
discussions  were  held  on  various  Planning  Board  problems.    They  also 
have  attended  state  meetings  on  conservation  and  water  resources. 

Members  of  the  Topsfield  Planning  Board  have  met  informally  with 
their  counterparts  in  other  Massachusetts  towns  and  have  studied 
by-laws  and  regulations  and  inspected  subdivisions  in  order  to  inter- 
change information  which  might  be  of  mutual  interest.    The  Planning 
Board's  Regulations  are  presently  being  reviewed  and  revised  for 
up-dating  in  1967. 

This  Board  has  also  continued  to  work  closely  with  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  Board  of  Health,  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  Conservation 
Commission,  Road  Commissioner  and  other  Town  departments  throughout 
the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  W.  ENGLISH,  Chairman 
REYNOLD  B.  NIPPE,  Clerk 
ROBERT  H.  KLAR 
JAMES  R.  KLOCK 
WILLIAM  J.  VALLETTE 


ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
A  total  of  160  permits  were  issued  for  1966: 

38  new  dwellings 

95  additions  or  remodeling  permits 

8  municipal  permits 
19  commercial  permits 
lHT  total  permits 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LESTER  E.  SHEPARD 
Inspector  of  Wires 
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TOWN  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


The  Insurance  Committee  is  charged  with  keeping  the  Town  property 
adequately  insured  for  any  likely  contingency  and  the  Town 
employees  properly  protected  for  any  liability  suit. 

The  Town's  package  insurance  policy  which  was  updated  and  broadened 
in  1965  was  continued  in  1966  except  for  further  increasing  the 
fire  insurance  coverage  to  keep  pace  with  increased  values 
necessitated  with  a  further  increase  in  construction  costs.  Upon 
completion  of  the  Town  Hall  major  renovations,  coverage  on  this 
property  was  increased  by  $70,000,  probably  at  no  additional  expense 
due  to  the  radical  decrease  to  be  secured  for  installing  an 
approved  sprinkler  system  and  modernization  of  the  building. 

In  the  past,  due  to  limitations  in  state  laws,  elected  officials 
of  the  Town  were  deprived  of  any  Workmen's  Compensation  coverage. 
In  1966  the  State  passed  a  law  which  if  accepted,  as  this 
Committee  recommends,  at  the  Massachusetts  1967  Town  Meeting,  will 
extend  the  Town's  Workmen's  Compensation  coverage  to  such  elected 
officials  as  the  Selectmen  may  designate. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Committee  Clerk 


GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Chairman 
FRANCIS  BROWN 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
WILLIAM  C.  HAINES 
EDWARD  WELLS 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 

This  report  covers  the  seventeenth  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  water  system. 

During  the  year  50  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls, 
bringing  the  total  to  876.    Developers  added  1.38  miles  and  the  Town 
added  .9  miles  of  water  main,  bringing  the  total  length  to  22.94 
miles  in  our  system. 

Water  consumption  was  118,310,000  gallons,  a  decrease  of  3,100,000 
gallons  over  the  previous  year.    The  decrease  is  accounted  for  by 
less  water  usage  by  customers  of  approximately  2,300,000  gallons  and 
the  efforts  of  the  Water  Superintendent  in  eliminating  leaks  contri- 
buted the  remaining  800,000  gallons. 

The  parcel  of  land  on  Perkins  Row  to  be  used  for  our  additional  well 
source  area  is*  now  the  property  of  the  Town,  having  been  taken  by 
eminent  domain  in  September.    The  Engineer  is  preparing  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  site  preparation  and  system  installation. 
Barring  unforeseen  delays  the  system  should  become  operative  the 
latter  part  of  1967. 

The  year  1966  marks  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Water 
Department  that  revenues  exceeded  expenses.    However,  necessary 
additional  financing  during  the  year  will  again  reverse  the  favorable 
trend  in  1967  with  an  anticipated  deficit  of  $14,000. 

Starting  in  1967  principal  and  interest  payments  on  Water  Bonds  will 
increase  $21,000.  over  the  1966  payments  of  approximately  $15,000. 
However,  by  the  start  of  1973  the  current  financing  payments  will 
have  been  reduced  to  approximately  $16,000.    In  the  interim,  it  is 
anticipated  that  water  revenues  will  continue  its  favorable  rise. 

We  commend  our  Superintendent,  Mr.  Nicholas  D'Agostino,  for  his 
continued  interest  and  accomplishments.    We  also  thank  Mrs.  Sefton 
Earl  for  her  services  as  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
WILBUR  P.  CUNNINGHAM 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 


The  primary  duty  of  the  Park  Department  is  to  preserve  the  beauty  of 
our  historic  Common  in  the  center  of  town.    The  three  commissioners 
are  also  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  island  at  the  inter- 
section of  Haverhill  Street  and  Rowley  Road;  the  triangle  at  the 
corner  of  South  Main  Street  and  Prospect  Street;  and  Bare  Hill  Park, 
located  adjacent  to  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery.    The  care  of  the  flag 
pole  and  the  responsibility  of  raising  and  lowering  the  flag  are  also 
under  Park  Department  jurisdiction. 

Last  year,  in  addition  to  our  routine  maintenance,  a  root  feeding 
program  was  carried  out  for  the  trees,  and  an  organic  fertilizer  was 
applied  before  frost  to  the  turf  of  the  Monument  Triangle.    We  were 
also  able  to  continue  the  clean-up  of  Bare  Hill  Park  with  the  valuable 
assistance  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  #81  under  the  leadership  of  Scoutmaster 
Charles  E.  Peters.    During  the  Christmas  season  we  successfully 
lighted  the  Girl  Scout  Christmas  Tree  and  the  Library  Christmas  Tree 
with  a  minimum  of  vandalism. 

Our  increased  1966  budget  enabled  us  to  fly  the  flag  on  the  Common 
on  most  pleasant  days.    We  have  received  many  favorable  comments  from 
patriotic  residents  who  would  like  to  see  our  flag  displayed  more 
often.    We  intend  to  continue  this  practice  next  year. 

Our  plans  for  1967  include  the  planting  of  several  yews  on  the 
church  side  of  the  Town  Hall  to  beautify  this  area.    We  will  also 
set  out  a  few  young  trees  on  the  Common  to  replace  those  lost  to 
disease. 

Park  Superintendent,  Mr.  Lawrence  Perkins,  and  his  two  assistants, 
Peter  Smallidge  and  Christopher  Banus,  who  assisted  when  he  was  ill, 
are  to  be  commended  for  their  fine  work  in  carrying  out  their  assigned 
duties. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  W.  DAY,  Chairman 
WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 


PLUMBING 


INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


There  were  sixty-nine  permits 


granted:    40  new  buildings 
26  remodeling 
3  water  heaters 


Respectively  submitted, 


WENDELL  P.  HALL 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE  REPORT 

Old  Age  Assistance  3  cases 

Medical  Assistance  15  cases 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  0  cases 

Disability  Assistance  1  case 

General  Relief  0  case 

The  year  1966  saw  the  practical  application  of  the  1965  Federal 
Legislative  .Amendments  to  the  Social  Security  Act.    Title  XVTII, 
Medicare,  became  effective  July  1,  allowing  those  over  65  who  would 
ordinarily  lack  funds  for  vital  medical  treatment,  in  the  home  and 
in  hospitals,  to  receive  expert  care  and  service.    The  cost  for  such 
medical  services  was  borne  to  a  very  large  degree  by  the  Social 
Security  Administration.    Title  XVI V,  Medical  Assistance,  became 
effective  September  1.     It  provides  to  those  under  65  fundamentally 
the  same  medical  services  as  Medicare  and  is  of  special  import  to 
marginal  and  lower  income  families.    The  cost  of  this  program  is 
divided  three  ways  -  50%  Federal;  33-1/3%  State;  16-2/3%  Town,  and  is 
administered  by  your  local  welfare  office. 

In  spite  of  heavy  Federal  financial  involvement  in  both  Medicare  and 
Medical  Assistance,  welfare  medical  payments  continued  to  increase 
just  as  in  1965.    This  can  be  explained  by  constantly  increasing 
costs  of  medical  service.    In  1966  hospital  and  nursing  home  rates 
were  again  raised.    Fees  for  specialists  and  consultants  were  in- 
creased as  well  as  for  general  practitioners,  podiatrists,  nursing 
services  and  laboratory  tests. 

Increases  in  the  other  welfare  programs,  Old  Age  Assistance  and  Dis- 
ability Assistance,  providing  monthly  payments  must  also  be  noted. 
In  March  and  April  of  1966,  monthly  budgeted  amounts  were  raised  to 
allow  for  a  higher  level  of  subsistence  to  those  in  need. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  and  the  townspeople  wish 
to  express  their  gratitude- and  appreciation  to  Mr.  John  R.  Gould,  the 
senior  member  of  the  Board  who  retired  in  June.    Mr.  Gould  performed 
many  services  to  the  town  and  its  people  during  his  long  association 
with  the  Board  -  an  association  which  spanned  the  better  part  of 
thirty- seven  years. 

The  Board  also  wishes  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  all  other 
town  officers,  as  well  as  members  of  the  clergy,  the  community  nurse 
and  all  those  who  were  interested  and  helpful  for  their  cooperation 
during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Herbert  A.  Towne,  Chairman 
Ann  L.  Earl 
John  R.  Walsh 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  WARDEN  and  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 

The  Tree  Warden  is  an  elected  official,  who  cares  for  the  shade  trees 
along  the  highways  of  the  town. 

The  Moth  Superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  and  is  approved 
by  the  Insect  Pest  Control  Division  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Natural  Resources. 

The  Moth  Superintendent's  responsibilities  include  the  sampling, 
removal  and  disposal  of  Duth  Elm  diseased  trees,  the  control  of 
Poison  Ivy  and  the  spraying  and  control  of  various  insects  which 
attack  shade  trees. 

Under  the  state  law,  Topsfield  has  a  liability  to  appropriate  a 
certain  sum  of  money  based  on  a  percentage  of  its  assessed  valuation 
for  the  Dutch  Elm  Disease  Fund  and  the  Moth  Department  appropriation. 
For  each  one  hundred  dollars  appropriated  above  this  liability 
Topsfield  receives  a  day's  work  with  the  four -man  State  crew  equipped 
with  a  winch  ^ruck  and  chain  saws. 

During  1966  this  State  crew  spent  14  days  in  Topsfield  removing  and 
loading  dead  and  diseased  elm  trees  and  a  two -man  crew  spent  three 
days  collecting  samples  from  elm  trees  suspected  of  having  the  Dutch 
Elm  Disease. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Road  Commissioner  for  the 
use  of  the  Highway  Department  tractor  and  bucket  loader,  and  the 
Police  Department  for  their  help  in  reporting  any  fallen  or  dangerous 
tree  limbs  to  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 

The  Town  of  Topsf ield  maintains  three  separate  cemeteries .  The 
South  Side  Cemetery  is  located  on  Rowley  Bridge  Road  and  covers 
approximately  three-quarters  of  one  acre.    The  Boston  Street 
Cemetery  is  located  at  Route  1  and  Maple  Street  and  consists  of  one 
and  one-half  acres.    The  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  is  located  on  Route  9" 
and  consists  of  approximately  ten  acres.    This  involves  the  mowing 
of  ten  acres  of  grass.    These  three  cemeteries  have  about  two  miles 
of  paved  highway  to  be  maintained.    A  water  system  is  also  maintained 
at  Boston  Street  and  Pine  Grove  Cemeteries. 

Through  burials,  preparation  of  foundations,  sale  and  endowment  of 
lots,  and  money  received  for  care  of  lots,  we  help  to  defray  the 
expense  of  maintenance.    Our  return  to  the  town  for  the  year  1966  is 
approximately  $4,000.     In  view  of  rising  costs  we  endeavor  to  keep 
our  operating  expenses  at  a  minimum. 

During  the  year  1966  the  usual  maintenance  has  been  carried  out  at  all 
three  cemeteries.    Trees  which  might  endanger  the  public  have  been 
removed.    Other  trees  have  been  braced  and  pruned.    Brush  has  been 
removed  in  other  areas  of  Pine  Grove  Cemetery.    Needed  road  repairs 
have  been  carried  out.    A  new  gate  and  posts  have  been  installed  at 
South  Side  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Lila  Wildes,  43  Washington  Street,  may  be  contacted  regarding 
cemetery  affairs. 

We  hope  to  continue  our  program  of  improvement  and  progress  in  the 
town's  cemeteries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  P.  FRIEND,  Chairman 
HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER 
DAVID  P.  SMALL IDGE 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

During  the  year  Walter  Mcintosh  and  J.  Robert  Klock  were  appointed 
to  the  Conservation  Commission  to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by 
the  resignations  of  Mrs.  Anthony  Horn  and  Richard  Castle.    At  the 
October  meeting,  Mrs.  Raymond  Thompson  was  reelected  Secretary, 
J.  Robert  Klock  was  elected  Vice -Chairman  and  John  W.  Peirce, 
Chairman. 

Robert  H.  Klar  serves  on  the  Commission  as  the  representative  of 
the  Planning  Board;  Lawrence  A.  Cyr  represents  the  Commission  on 
the  Drainage  Control  Committee;  John  W.  Peirce  was  appointed  by 
the  Selectmen  to  represent  the  town  on  the  newly-formed  Ipswich 
River  Watershed  District  and  was  elected  by  the  District  to  serve 
for  one  year  as  one  of  its  five  Commissioners. 

Members  of  the  Commission  participated  in  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation  Commissions,  the  Massa- 
chusetts district  of  Nature  Conservancy,  and  the  Massachusetts 
Conservation  Council,  meetings  of  the  Essex  County  Greenbelt 
Association  and  the  University  of  Massachusetts  Planning  and 
Resource  Development  Program. 

Following  the  town  meeting  decision  to  take  the  land  west  of 
Perkins  Row  by  eminent  domain  for  water  supply  purposes,  the 
Commission's  application  for  state  matching  funds  was  formally 
withdrawn. 

Plans  were  completed  for  an  aerial  survey  of  the  Topsfield  Flood 
Plain  district.    However,  these  photographs  must  be  taken  at  a 
time  of  high  water  when  the  trees  are  not  in  leaf.    Since  there 
was  no  high  water  last  Spring,  the  plans  are  held  in  abeyance  hoping 
for  an  opportunity  in  the  Spring  of  1967. 

The  Commission  has  begun  work  on  a  program  to  meet  the  town's  1990 
Space  Needs  for  Recreation.    A  special  meeting  was  held  December  7 
with  the  Recreation  Committee  at  which  the  space  needs  of  the  follow- 
ing activities  were  given  a  preliminary  review:    team  sports,  tennis, 
swimming,  skiing,  horseback  riding,  fishing  and  boating,  Little  League 
and  Pony  League,  soccer,  skating,  camping  and  trails  for  walking. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year  we  expect  to  have  formulated  a  considered 
program  which  will  serve  as  a  guide  for  acquisitions  of  land  by 
the  Conservation  Commission  and  may  have  several  proposals  to  present 
for  action.    As  the  population  grows,  our  recreation  needs  increase 
while  the  available  open  land  shrinks.     If  we  are  to  meet  the  open 
space  needs  of  1990,  acquisition  of  specific  parcels  cannot  be  long 
delayed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  THOMPSON, Secretary 

LAWRENCE  CYR 

ROBERT  1'.  KLAR 

J.  ROBERT  KLOCK 

WALTER  MCINTOSH 

DEBORAH  MOULTON 

JOHN  W.  PEIRCE,  Chairman 


GAS  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

There  were  52  permits  for  gas  installations  and  changing  of  equip- 
ment given  in  1966. 

Also,  33  temporary  permits  at  the  Topsfield  Fairgrounds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  E.  CROCKER 
Gas  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  March  7,  1966  the  Town  voted  $50,000 
for  remodeling,  reconstructing  or  making  extraordinary  repairs  to 
the  Town  Hall  ....  said  project  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Municipal  Services  Building  Committee. 

Following  this  action,  our  architect,  Mr.  Ray  Thibedeau,  developed 
complete  working  plans  and  specifications  for  the  project.  Invita- 
tion for  bids  was  advertised  on  May  4,  1966  with  bids  of  sub-bidders 
opened  on  May  19,  1966  and  general  bidders  opened  on  May  26,  1966. 
Seven  general  contractors  submitted  bids.    All  exceeded  the  authorized 
funds  available. 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  on  June  15,  1966,  at  which  time  an 
additional  $20,000  was  voted,  allowing  the  remodeling  and  reconstruc- 
tion project  to  proceed. 

Reconstruction  work  started  early  in  July  1966  and  is  now  approxi- 
mately 99%  complete.    Only  a  number  of  minor  details  are  left  to  be 
completed  by  the  contractor. 

Final  payment  will  be  authorized  when  the  contractor  completely  ful- 
fills his  obligations  under  the  contract.    All  the  office  space  is 
now  available  and  only  3  or  4  of  the  offices  are  not  usable  for  lack 
of  furniture.    It  is  anticipated  that  the  Town  will  vote  funds  for 
this  purpose  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  1967. 

The  Town  Hall  staff  is  to  be  commended  for  their  cooperation  and 
willingness  to  be  relocated  a  number  of  times  while  the  project  was 
underway  this  past  summer  and  fall. 

This  reconstruction  work  nearly  concludes  the  Town  Hall  phase  of  our 
studies  for  better  and  more  complete  utilization  of  present  Town 
property.    It  is  anticipated  by  the  Committee  that  in  the  very  near 
future  we  will  be  re-examining  the  need  of  structural  changes  in  the 
existing  Fire  Station.    Before  any  recommendations  are  made,  however, 
a  study  will  be  made  of  the  present  equipment  and  facilities  and  an 
attempt  to  establish  what  future  equipment  will  be  required  so  that 
any  recommended  additions  will  serve  the  Town's  needs  for  several 
years  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE,  Chairman 
ROBERT  A.  WOOD,  Clerk 
PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
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MOSQUITO  CONTROL  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  decision  of  the  townspeople  to  participate  in  the  Essex  County 
Mosquito  Program  was  a  most  rewarding  endeavor.    To  an  observer, 
it  would  appear  that  Topsfield  received  preferential  treatment  in 
larviciding,  ditch-clearing,  and  adult -spraying.    Actually,  the 
natural  breeding  areas,  plugged  drainage  ditches,  and  large  mos- 
quito populations  had  already  been  surveyed  and  recorded  under  the 
direction  and  foresight  of  the  Topsfield  Mosquito  Control  Committee. 
Topsfield  was  remunerated  for  its  initiative  and  foresight  because 
the  county  started  its  early,  effective  work  here.    The  interest 
of  our  townspeople  hurried  emergency  crews  back  into  the  area  for 
adult  spraying.    The  county  blowers  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  here 
until  pressures  from  other  participating  towns  requested  service. 

In  addition  to  this  local  concentrated  effort,  we  directly  benefitted 
from  treatment  6*f  adjoining  towns.    Many  areas,  such  as  Newburyport 
and  Rowley,  breed  species  of  mosquito    more  vicious  and  painful  than 
our  woodland  and  swamp  variety.    A  successful  control  of  these 
populations  would  reduce  the  mass  migration  of  these  salt  marsh 
mosquitoes  into  our  town.    This  approach  was  successful  until  mid- 
summer when  these  fertile  breeding  sites  overmatched  the  efforts  of 
the  county  crews  that  battled  12  hours  a  day. 

When  we  are  aware  of  the  complexity  of  the  problem,  we  can  appreciate 
the  value  of  our  previous  surveys  and  scope  of  the  Essex  County  Mos- 
quito Control  Board.    Superintendent  of  the  program,  Robert  Spencer, 
has  repeatedly  stated  that  it  will  be  at  least  three  years  of  con- 
tinuous effort  before  we  can  observe  any  appreciable  control  of  the 
problem.    Even  in  the  cold  winter  months  he  has  had  his  crews 
operating  his  heavy  equipment,  dredging  the  salt  marshes  in  an  effort 
to  achieve  this  goal. 

We  had  another  distinct  advantage  in  our  mosquito  control;  the  field 
worker  who  had  conducted  studies  in  Topsfield  for  three  seasons  was 
also  employed  in  the  county  program.    Among  the  many  benefits  of 
this  association  were:    the  early  direction  of  treatment  in  identi- 
fied trouble  areas  as  previously  mentioned;  immediate  response  to 
calls  from  our  citizens;  better  assessment  of  services  rendered; 
evaluation  of  program's  effectiveness  by  constant  monitoring  of 
sites,  and  by  the  many  remarks  offered  by  our  people;  personal 
identification  of  mosquito  species  in  our  surrounding  towns,  and 
their  potential  impact  on  our  community;  the  opportunity  to  extend 
our  search  for  the  dreaded  carrier  of  encephalitis. 

Our  field  worker  has  found  18  different  species  of  mosquitoes 
representing  five  genera.    They  vary  from  the  non-biter  to  the 
nuisance,  vicious,  and  finally,  the  potentially  dangerous.  Locally, 
their  breeding.' sites  are  pin-pointed,  and  a  remedial  program  has 
been  outlined.    The  white  cedar  swamps,  in  some  of  our  neighboring 
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towns,  have  not  yielded  the  encephalitis  mosquito.  However,  when  the 
swamps  regain  their  normal  water  depth,  after  the  drought  of  the  last 
five  years,  we  may  yet  expect  an  emergence  of  the  carrier.  This  note 
is  extended  to  remind  us  that  we  have  only  embarked  on  a  solution, 
but  we  must  persevere  in  this  extensive  and  ambitious  venture. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


DR.  FRANK  AUSTEN 
PAUL  LOUGHLIN 
PAUL  S.  BEST 
ELWOOD  D.  BICKFORD 
WILLIAM  G.  STIERITZ 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  1966. 

I  have  visited  the  following  premises  to  examine  animals,  take  number: 
and  release. 

Meredith  Farm  -  visited  3  times,  released  2  bulls 
Alfalfa  Farm  -  visited  2  times,  released  2  heifers 
Visited  and  inspected  38  barns 
Quarantined  28  dogs 
Report  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Inspector  of  Livestock 
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he  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES '  REPORT,  1966 

st 

te  Nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-six  has  indeed  been  a  memorable  year  for 
the  Topsfield  Town  Library.    Money  for  the  first  major  renovation 
since  the  library  was  built  in  1935  was  appropriated  at  the  March 
town  meeting,  and  at  this  date  the  work  has  been  almost  completed 
at  a  cost  of  $30,000.     It  has  been  well  worth  the  many  special 
neetings  held  by  the  Trustees  and  Head  Librarian,  June  Mayo,  with 
the  architect,  James  Ballou  of  Salem,  to  see  the  dingy  basement 
transformed  into  an  attractive  children's  room  and  work  area.  This 
enables  us  to  use  the  former  children's  room  on  the  first  floor  as 
a  badly  needed  reference  and  young  adult  room  with  the  addition  of 
nore  shelving.    Most  important  of  all,  our  seating  capacity  has  risen 
from  14  to  33  with  these  arrangements.    A  new  work  area  lias  also  been 
added  on  the  first  floor,  new  lighting  installed  throughout  the 
Library,  and  a  fire  alarm  system  added  as  recommended  by  the  Insurance 
commission  in  Topsfield. 

A'e  are  beginning  our  second  year  of  helping  the  Elementary  School 
libraries  with  their  book  collections  under  the  supervision  of 
Betty  Ingraham  and  many  volunteer  helpers.    Fourteen  hundred  of  our 
!r;  library  books  are  rotated  between  the  Proctor  and  Steward  Schools 
and  the  cataloging  is  done  by  our  library  staff.    Story  hours  are 
given  monthly  to  Kindergarten  and  First  graders  by  our  Assistant 
Librarian,  Laura  Denault.    First  graders  are  also  shown  through  the 
library  and  receive  their  own  cards  and  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
graders  come  for  library  instruction  during  school  hours. 

;0ur  upstairs  gallery  has  monthly  art  exhibits,  several  of  them 
:ontributed  by  local  residents.    The  most  recent  was  many  photographs 

! of  Topsfield  in  the  early  days  which  was  of  great  interest  to  both 
Did  and  new  residents. 

Art  classes  were  again  given  by  Mrs.  Masse  and  a  course  on  Russia  by 
John  R.  Robertson.    A  leadership  Training  Course  in  Junior  Great 
Books  was  also  held. 

^Irs.  Mayo  graduated  from  a  summer  course  in  Public  Library  Techniques 
held  at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mrs.  Dupouy  is  continuing 
there  with  her  third  year  of  studies. 

During  National  Library  Week  this  year  we  maintained  a  branch  library 
at  the  Centre  Supermarket  where  patrons  could  select  and  return  books 
and  get  new  cards. 

Taxpayers  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  town  received  funds 
from  the  following  sources,  which  must  be  applied  to  the  Library 
Budget;  therefore,  lowering  the  net  cost  to  the  taxpayers. 
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Dog  License  Fees  $  600.00 

Fines  976.65 

State  Aid  837.75 

Elementary  School  600.00 

Non-resident  Fees  350.00 

Rental  7.00 

Trust  Fund  Income  1,186.49 


This  year  we  were  remembered  by  gifts  of  books  in  memory  of  Grace 
Banus  and  Beverly  Blaisdell,  and  gifts  of  money  in  memory  of  Stuart 
Wyman.    These  are  lasting  memorials  and  are  much  appreciated  by  the 
Library. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Dr.  Mario  D.  Banus,  Chairman 
Victoria  B.  Gangi,  Financial  Sec. 
Evelyn  L.  Fales,  Secretary 
C.  Lawrence  Bond 
Marion  G.  Kimball 
Dr.  Alan  K.  Radack 
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The  membership  and  organization  of  this  committee  underwent 
some  change  during  1966.     Jay  K.  Hunt  and  Frederick  Hartman 
resigned  from  the  committee.     The  Moderator  appointed  Mrs. 
Beth  Warren  and  Richard  R.  Smith  respectively  to  fill  the 
unexpired  terms.     In  addition,  George  A.  Watson  replaced 
George  H.  Vogt  as  the  School  Committee's  delegate  to  the 
Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee. 

The  annual  pre-school  census  was  conducted  in  September  and 
October  of  this  year  in  close  coordination  with  the  enroll- 
ment and  resident  information  of  the  School  Superint edent , 
Herbert  A.   Rquisse.     Information  regarding  pre-school 
children  is  recorded  on  permanent  file  cards.     The  results 
follow: 


Pre-School  Population 


Age 


Dec . 31st 

1961 

1962 

1963 

196i|. 

1965 

1966 

Under  1 

66 

71 

92 

J2 

59 

51 

1 

81 

n 

91+ 

73 

85 

68 

2 

77 

102 

87 

88 

83 

3 

87 

82 

95 

128 

101 

86 

k 

116 

97 

86 

113 

131 

120 

1+27 

422 

U69 

1+73 

1+61+ 

koQ 

Projected  Elementary  School  Enrollment 

Number  of 

Year  Enrollment  Classrooms  Needed^ 

October  1,1966  91k  36 

October  1,1967  91+3  36 

October  1,  1968  91+0  36 

October  1,1969  927  36 

October  1,1970  919  36 

October  1,1971  901  31+ 

---Based  on  25  pupils  per  room,   Grades  1-6,  and 
22  pupils  per  h  room  day  in  kindergarten. 

Again,   analysis  of  this  census  data  and  enrollment  projec- 
tions reported  above  indicates  to  this  committee  that  no 
immediate  action  is  required  on  the  subject  of  school 
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expansion . 

It  should  be  noted,   however,   that  the  present  buildings  are 
being  used  R.t  optimum  capacity  now  and  close  to  full  capaci 
ty.     A  slight  change  upward  in  the  enrollment  trend  would 
require  the  provision  of  additional  facilities  in  the  near 
future  . 

However,    this  is  not  only  a  committee  for  school  building 
but  also  for  school  planning.     Therefore,   this  committee 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  serious  consideration  of 
possible  sites  for  a  potential  third  school.     We  feel 
most  definitely  that  although  no  building  program  may  be 
initiated  for  a  number  of  years,   it  is  to  the  town's 
advantage  to  secure  at  this  time   the  land  suitable  for 
such  a  development.     The  committee  has  extensively 
analyzed  those  sites  of  greatest  interest  and  has  retained 
a  civil  engineer  to  advise  the  committee  members.     It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  this  day  of  exaggerated  real 
estate  prices  and  rising  taxes  to  make  a  sound  investment 
in  land  now,   as  a  contingency  against  future  needs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LONG  RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND 
BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Predrika  K.  Joy,  Chairman 
Richard  K.  Smith,  Vice-Chairman 
Curtis  B.   Hill,  Secretary 
Reynold  B.  Nippe 
Louise  K.  Radack 
Charles  M.  Thing 
Beth  C.  Warren 
George     A.  V/atson 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
TOPSFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 

School  Committee 

George  H.  Vogt,  Chairman  Term  Expires  1967 

George  A.  Watson,  Vice  Chairman  Term  Expires  1968 

Richard  P.  Alexander  Term  Expires  1969 

Willard  B.  Spring  Term  Expires  1969 

Edward  E.  Wells  Term  Expires  1968 

School  Committee  Secretary  School  Superintendent 

Shirley  Robertson  Herbert  A.  Rouisse 

School  Committee  Operation 


A  Special  Town  Meeting  of  November,  1965  passed  an 
article  which  increased  school  committee  membership  to  five. 
With  the  election  of  new  members,  Willard  B.  Spring  and 
Edward  E.  Wells,  and  the  reelection  of  Richard  F.  Alexander 
at  the  March  Town  Election,  the  school  committee  commenced 
operation  as  a  five-member  board. 

The  committee  held  a  total  of  20  regular  meetings  and 
3  special  meetings  during  1966.     Meetings  have  been  held  in 
the  Library  of  the  Steward  School.     Regular  meetings  are 
scheduled  for  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at 
8:00  P.M.     Meetings  are  open  and  the  public  is  invited  to 
attend.     Executive  sessions  have  seldom  been  held  and  then 
only  in  matters  requiring  privacy  and  consistent  with  the 
open  meeting  statute.     There  has  been  frequent  press  cover- 
age and  full  accounts  of  committee  actions  have  been  report- 
ed in  the  local  newspapers.     Notices  of  special  meetings  or 
changes  in  dates  are  posted  in  the  Town  Hall. 

Each  member  serves  as  a  school  committee  representa- 
tive on  other  groups.     G.  Watson  serves  on  the  Long  Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee;  E.  Wells  serves  on 
the  Town  Insurance  Committee;  R.   Alexander  is  a  member  of  a 
special  committee  of  Boxford  and  Topsfield  Committeemen  to 
study  future  district  organization;  and  G.  Vogt  and  W.  Spring 
serve  on  another  special  committee  to  study  merit  salary 
plans  for  possible  local  implementation. 
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Pupil  enrollment  stood  at  853  pupils  on  October  1,  j 
1965.     The  enrollment  reached  9ltl  pupils  one  year  later. 
On  the  basis  of  projections  completed  by  the  Long  Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee,  a  further  increase 
to  9U3  is  anticipated  for  the  fall  of  1967.    As  a  result  oft 
this  enrollment  increase,  provision  has  been  made  for  one 
additional  staff  member  for  the  1967-1968  school  year. 


The  change 

in  each  major 

account 

is  noted  below: 

Account 

Appropri- 
ation 

lVOD 

Budget 
Ivor 

Increase 
Decrease 

Percent 
Change 

Administration 

$  15169 

$  16826 

$  1657 

10.92$ 

Instruction 

28ll*Ql* 

30081*5 

191*^1 

6.91$ 

Other  School 
Services 

1*121*7 

1*3116 

1869 

1*.53^ 

Operat-Maint . 
of  Plant 

1*1712 

1*2678 

966 

2.32$' 

Community  Service 

1850 

1600 

-(250) 

-13.51$!' 

Acquisition  of 
Fixed  Assets 

855 

1015 

160 

18.71$= 

Programs  With 
Other  Districts 

2610 

3710 

1100 

$38U8U7 

$1*09790 

$  21*91*3 

6.1*8$ 

The  largest  increase  is  found  in  the  Instruction 
Account  totaling  $191*1*1.     The  major  proportion  of  this  is 
in  instructional  salaries  and  results  from  the  following 
factors : 

a.  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  normal  salary  incre- 
ments effective  in  September,  1966. 

b.  The  impact  for  the  full  year  of  salary  increases, 
effective  in  September,  1966. 

c.  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-December, 
1967  of  normal  salary  increments  effective  in 
September,  1967. 

d.  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September -December , 
1967  of  salary  increases  granted  to  be  effective  in 
September,  1967. 
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e.  The  impact  of  salary  for  a  full  year  for  the  teach- 
ing position  added  in  September,  1966. 

f .  The  impact  of  salary  for  the  period  September- 
December,  1967  for  one  additional  teaching  position 
to  be  added  in  September,  1967, 

Comments  on  other  significant  increases  which  may 
require  explanation  follow: 

a.  The  increase  of  $1657  in  the  Secretarial  Salaries, 
Superintendent's  Office  refl  ects  in  part  Topsfield's 
share  (62%)  of  the  cost  for  making  the  present  part 
time  secretarial  position  «  full  time  position, 
effective  January,  1967.     There  will  now  be  two  full 
time  secretaries  in  this  office. 

b.  An  increase  of  $1033  in  the  Nurse's  Salary  Account 
reflects  a  decision  to  establish  the  school  nurse 
position  on  a  full  time  basis.     Currently  the  School 
Nurse  serves  also  as  Community  Nurse. 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  for  1966  was  877.  There 
fore  a  gross  per  pupil  cost,  based  on  the  appropriation  of 
$38U,8i|7  is  $[|38.82.     The  projected  average  enrollment  for 
1967  is  925  pupils.    Dividing  the  1967  appropriation  of 
$[[09,790  by  the  projected  average  enrollment  produces  a  gros 
per  pupil  cost  of  $^3.02. 

In  previous  years  it  has  been  possible  to  make  a  firm 
estimate  as  to  the  amount  of  state  reimbursement  which  would 
be  received.     Net  per  pupil  costs  after  deducting  reimburse- 
ments have  been  presented.     The  1965  reimbursements  totaled 
over  $115,000,  of  which  $35,000  was  allocated  for  secondary 
school  purposes.     However,  the  basic  formula  for  state  aid 
was  changed  completely  with  the  passage  of  the  Sales  Tax  Law 
in  1966.     At  this  time  figures  are  not  available  for  1966 
receipts  or  1967  estimates. 

Collective  Bargaining 

Chapter  763  of  the  Acts  of  1965  was  enacted  by  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  to  become  effective  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1966.     The  statute  gave  to  municipal  employees  in  the 
Commonwealth  essentially  the  same  rights  to  bargain  collect- 
ively as  are  enjoyed  by  workers  in  private  industries.     Sen j 
teachers  and  other  school  committee  employees  are  included 
within  the  provisions  of ' the  act. 

In  June  the  School  Committee  voted  to  recognize  and 
designate  the  Topsfield  Teachers'  Association  as  the  exclu- 
sive bargaining  agent  for  all  classroom  teachers  and  teacher 
specialists,  said  recognition  and  designation  being  for  the 
purpose  of  collective  bargaining  with  respect  to  wages, 
hours,  and  other  conditions  of  employment,  the  negotiation 
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of  collective  bargaining  agreements,  and  any  questions  aris- 
ing thereunder. 

The  Professional  Status  Committee  of  the  Topsfield 
Teachers'  Association  formally  presented  six  proposals  to 
the  school  committee  in  October,  one  proposal  dealing  with 
the  salary  schedule,  a  second  with  sick  leave  entitlement, 
a  third  with  the  salary  differential  for  a  certain  position, 
a  fourth  asking  for  a  26-payment  plan,  and  the  others  re- 
questing changes  in  school  committee  policies.  Following 
three  sessions  of  bargaining  between  the  representatives  of 
the  Professional  Status  Committee  and  the  School  Committee 
agreement  was  reached  on  a  new  salary  schedule  and  an  amend- 
ment of  the  sick  leave  entitlements.     The  salary  schedule, 
to  be  effective  in  September,  1967,  is  as  follows: 


Step 

B 

B+12 

B+21+ 

M 

M+12 

M+21+ 

Prof. 
Cert. 

1 

55oo 

5600 

5700 

58oo 

5900 

6000 

6100 

2 

5700 

5800 

5900 

6000 

6100 

6200 

6300 

3 

5900 

6000 

6100 

6200 

6300 

61+00 

6500 

6100 

6200 

6300 

61+00 

65oo 

6600 

6700 

\ 

6300 

61+00 

6500 

6600 

6700 

6800 

6900 

6 

6500 

6600 

6700 

6800 

6900 

7000 

7100 

7 

6800 

6900 

7000 

7100 

7200 

7300 

71+00 

8 

7100 

7200 

7300 

71+00 

7500 

7600 

7700 

9 

71+00 

7500 

7600 

7700 

7800 

7900 

8000 

10 

7700 

7800 

7900 

8000 

8100 

8200 

8300 

11 

8000 

8100 

8200 

8300 

81+00 

8500 

8600 

12 

8300 

81+00 

8500 

8600 

8700 

8800 

8900 

13 

8900 

9000 

9100 

9200 

The  annual  ?ost  of  adjustment  to  the  new  salary 
schedule  from  the  current  schedule  is  estimated  to  be 
$18,700,  of  which  one-third  appears  in  the  1967  Budget. 
For  comparison  purposes,  the  current  salary  schedule  is 
is  shown  on  page  75  of  the  1965  Annual  Report. 

The  amended  sections  of  the  sick  leave  policy,  also 
to  become  effective  in  Septe  mber,  1967,  are  as  follows: 

"Section  1.     In  case  of  personal  illness  or  acci- 
dent, supervisors  ,  principals  and  teachers  who  are 
regularly  employed  shall  be  allowed  ten  (10)  days 
leave  each  school  year.     After  three  years  of 
consecutive  service  in  Topsfield,  the  allowance 
shall  be  fifteen  (15)  days  leave  each  school  year. 
The  unused  portion  of  such  leave  may  accumulate 
to  a  maximum  of  ninety  (90)  days.     Supervisors  or 
teachers   (not  substitute)  who  are  on  a  part-time 
basis  will  have  their  leave,  salary  deductions, 
etc.,  computed  on  a  pro-rata  basis  depending  upon 
the  number  of  days  they  are  employed  in  the  system 
each  year." 
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"In  case  of  absence  occasioned  by  illness  ex- 
tending beyond  the  teacher's  regular  period  of  sick 
leave,  an  additional  leave  at  partial  pay  shall  be 
allowed  on  the  following  schedule: 

First  year  of  service  -  20  school  days 

Second  year  of  service  -  1+0  school  days 

Third  year  of  service  -  60  school  days 
Fourth  year  of  service 

or  more  -  80  school  days 

In  the  case  of  such  extended  leave,  a  deduction 
of  $22  per  day  shall  be  made  from  the  teacher's 
usual  salary." 

The  full  implications  of  Chapter  763,  Acts  of  1965, 
are  just  beginning  to  be  glimpsed  and  will  take  several 
years  to  understand  and  be  fully  felt.     Yet  it  is  already 
clear  that  the  decision-making  authority  of  the  school 
committee  has  been  encumbered.     It  is  also  clear  that  the 
process  places  another  time  consuming  burden  upon  the 
school  committee  and  the  administrative  personnel. 

School  Facilities 


During  the  current  school  year  the  two  elementary 
school  plants  have  served  to  house  adequately  the  total 
enrollment.     The  enrollment  per  grade  and  school  follows: 


K 

1 

2 

3 

I* 

5 

6 

Total 

Proctor 

96 

79 

80 

76 

91 

83 

82 

587 

Steward 

48 

U5 

U8 

51 

53 

37 

327 

Town 

ihk 

12l» 

128 

127 

mi* 

128 

119 

91i| 

All  thirteen  classrooms  at  the  Steward  School  are  in 
use  for  regular  classes.     The  Proctor  School  contains 
twenty-two  classrooms , of  which  twenty  are  now  being  used 
as  regular  classrooms.     One  of  the  other  two  rooms  is  used 
for  remedial  reading,  and  the  second  for  music  and  audio- 
visual presentations.     One  additional  classroom  will  be 
required  in  the  fall  of  1967  for  a  new  first  grade  section 
at  the  Proctor  School.     Therefore,  the  room  now  being  used 
for  music  and  audio-visual  activities  will  be  converted  to 
regular  classroom  use.     Should  further  growth  occur  at  other 
grade  levels,  notably  the  present  fourth  grade,  still 
another  classroom  would  be  required  with  a  consequent 
restriction  of  some  facet  of  the  total  program. 

Both  buildings  are  currently  being  used  at  close 
to  maximum  capacity.     Even  during  the  current  year  the  lack 
of  space  exerts  an  inhibiting  influence.     The  libraries  in 
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both  schools  need  more  space.     The  multi-use  of  the  audito- 
rium for  physical  education,  cafeteria,  and  assembly  purposes 
limits  the  time  available  for  physical  education  classes 
and  handicaps  custodial  personnel  in  properly  cleaning  the 
facilities.     Suitable  small  rooms  for  use  by  the  speech 
therapist,   the  school  adjustment  counselor,  and  by  the 
teacher  coaches  are  at  a  premium  at  any  time  and  not  avail- 
able whatsoever  at  most  times. 

The  matter  of  future  school  needs  is  under  considera- 
tion by  both  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Com- 
mittee and  the  School  Committee.     The  two  groups  and  the 
school  superintendent  work  in  close  collaboration.  The 
enrollment  projections  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Long 
Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee.     These  projec- 
tions show  a  small  pupil  population  change  during  the  period 
from  1966  to  1971.     Consequently,  no  steps  are  being  taken 
to  provide  additional  facilities  in  the  immediate  future. 
However,  as  it  has  been  noted,  the  buildings  are  now  very 
close  to  capacity  and  September,  1967  will  find  them  stretched 
to  the  limit.     Any  significant  increase  in  pupil  enrollment 
over  the  projections  would  require  the  taking  of  immediate 
steps  to  construct  additional  facilities. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  additional  facilities  are  not 
being  sought  this  year,  the  School  Committee  recommends  most 
strongly  that  action  be  taken  toward  acquiring  an  additional 
school  site  at  this  time.     There  is  little  doubt  that  another 
elementary  school  site  will  eventually  be  needed.     There  is 
no  doubt  that  a  most  suitable  site  could  be  reserved  now  at 
far  less  cost  than  would  be  the  case  ten  years  from  now.  In 
the  unlikely  event  that  such  a  site  were  acquired  and  not 
used  for  a  school  purpose,  it  could  doubtless  serve  another 
worthwhile  public  purpose.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  town 
should  eventually  wish  to  sell  such  land,  its  value  would 
probably  have  increased  greatly. 

Maintenance 

Relatively  little  maintenance  work  of  a  major  nature  has 
been  required  for  the  two  school  plants  during  1966.  This 
was  a  welcome  situation  in  view  of  the  major  projects  of  boiler 
replacement,  septic  system  replacement,  and  painting  carried 
on  at  the  Proctor  School  in  1965. 

Among  maintenance  projects  carried  on  this  year  in  addi- 
tion to  routine  repair  jobs  was  the  replacement  of  the  master 
clock  for  the  bell  system  in  the  original  section  of  the 
Proctor  School.     The  master  clock  had  been  in  use  since  the 
opening  of  the  school  in  1933  and  has  passed  the  point  of  be- 
ing repairable.     A  can  washer  was  installed  at  the  Proctor 
School  as  were  toilet  facilities  for  custodial  use.  Follow- 
ing a  period  of  difficulty  with  the  heat  control  system  at  the 
Proctor  School  caused  by  the  deveopment  of  moisture  in  the 
control  lines,  an  electric  drier  was  installed.     The  equip- 
ment has  apparently  rectified  the  problem.    A  heating  element 
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was  also  installed  in  the  pump  chamber  or  the  Proctor  School 
septic  system  to  reduce  the  excessive  amount  of  condensation 
and  consequent  damage  to  the  motors  and  electrical  controls. 

A  pleasant  note  in  the  operation  of  the  school  plant 
was  the  excellent  experience  with  the  cost  of  operation  of 
the  new  heating  plant  at  the  Proctor  School.     It  was  stated 
in  the  1965  Annual  Report  that  anticipated  annual  savings 
in  fuel  consumption  would  offset  to  a  considerable  extent 
the  cost  of  the  installation.     It  now  appears  that  the 
annual  cos t  of  heating  the  Proctor  School  with  oil  for  an 
entire  year  is  approximately  $2600  compared  with  an  annual 
cost  of  some  $1^00  for  coal.     Not  only  is  the  cost  lower, 
but  the  system  is  cleaner,  is  easier  to  operate,  and  provides 
quicker  and  more  uniform  heating  throughout  the  building. 

The  Curriculum 

The  school  curriculum  receives  continuing  attention 
at  all  times.     Some  subject  or  related  curriculum  aspect 
will  be  under  review  in  any  given  year.     During  the  1965- 
1966  school  year  four  committees  were  actually  at  work. 
These  committees  consisted  of  teachers  and  administrators 
representing  both  Boxford  and  Topsfield  and  various  grade 
levels . 

The  work  of  the  social  studies  committee  culminated 
in  a  revision  of  the  social  studies  course  of  study  pre- 
pared originally  in  1962.     The  revised  guide,  approved  by 
the  school  committee,  follows  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
format  of  the  earlier  guide.     Incorporated  were  new  sections 
at  each  grade  level  dealing  with  the  map  and  globe  skills  to 
be  presented  at  each  grade  level.     In  the  process  of  revision 
discussions  were  held  with  Masconomet  and  Middleton  person- 
nel to  assure  a  coordinated  approach. 

The  major  topics  at  each  grade  level  follow: 

Kindergarten:     The  Community  and  the  School,  The 
City,  The  Country,  The  Circus,  and  Holidays 

Grade  One:     Types  of  Homes,  Life  in  the  Home,  Life 
on  the  Farm,  The  School,  and  The  Zoo 

Grade  Two:     Living  in  the  Community,  Workers  in  the 
Community,  Communication,  and  Transportation 

Grade  Three:     A  first  survey  of  representative 
areas  of  the  United  States  is  presented. 
Basic  geographic  understandings  are  combined 
with  broad,  general  ideas  about  the  way  people 
live,  work,  and  make  use  of  their  environment 
in  this  country. 

Grade  Pour:     One  major  topic  is  a  study  of  the  his- 
tory and  geography  of  the  child's  own  com- 
munity.    The  remainder  of  the  year's  work  is 
concerned  with  a  survey  of  representative 
areas  throughout  the  world. 
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Grade  Five:  The  major  emphasis  is  to  present  to  the 
students  a  general  view  of  the  major  histor- 
ical and  geographical  understandings  of  the 
United  States,     A  rudimentary  survey  of  sequen- 
tial American  history  is  offered  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  detailed  study  of  the  geography 
of  each  region  of  the  country. 

Grade  Six:  The  sixth  grade  focus  is  on  the  Canada 
and  Latin  Americas.     As  with  the  fifth  grade 
program,  both  the  historical  and  the  geograph- 
ical concepts  are  developed. 

The  committee  on  reporting  practices  prepared  a  re- 
vised report  card  which  has  been  adopted  for  use  in  both 
Boxford  and  Topsfield.     It  was  hoped  to  develop  a  card 
which  was  meaningful  and  clear  to  the  parents  and  pupils. 
The  new  card  was  first  used  for  the  November  report. 

Initial  reactions  from  parents  and  teachers  indicate 
a  favorable  acceptance.     It  should  be  noted  that  the  same 
committee  is  continuing  its  study  of  reporting  practices 
during  the  current  school  year  in  the  hope  that  a  radically 
different  approach  to  our  reporting  system  might  eliminate 
problems  inherent  in  a  so-called  competitive  system  of 
reporting  achievement. 

Two  other  committees  prepared  reports  on  investiga- 
tions during  the  1965-1966  school  year.     The  first  dealt 
with  the  so-called  nongraded  school  organization,  which 
appears  to  be  a  current  trend  nationally  at  the  elementary 
level.     The  report  provided  a  considerable  exploration  of 
the  nature  of  nongra d ednerss ,  noted  that  some  of  the  charac- 
teristic practices  of  a  nongraded  school  were  already  in 
operation  locally,  and  recommended  that  further  study  be 
made  for  possible  greater  implementation  locally.  The 
second  report  detailed  the  study  by  a  committee  investigating 
the  nature  and  use  of  programed  instructional  materials  for 
elementary  school  use.     Again  some  programed  materials  are 
in  use  locally.     Instances  of  their  use  are  found  in  primary 
reading,  intermediate  arithmetic,  and  intermediate  social 
studies . 

The  School  Committee  approved  a  course  of  study  in 
music  prepared  by  the  very  capable  Supervisor  of  Music, 
Mrs.  Alice  Parnsworth  Boffetti.  The  course  of  study  presents 
in  a  concise  fashion  the  music  skills  to  be  emphasized  at 
each  grade  level.  Stress  is  laid  upon  an  early  knowledge 
of  music  theory  which  paves  the  way  for  substantial  vocal 
performance  by  the  pupils. 

Community  Activities 

The  school  facilities  continue  to  be  used  regularly 
by  various  civic  and  community  groups.     Town  meetings,  and 
meetings  of  the  School  Committee,  the  Long  Range  School 
Planning  and  Building  Committee,  and  the  Parent  Teacher 
Association,  are  held  in  the  school  buildings.     Scout  groups 
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meet  at  both  schools  on  a  regular  basis.     A  men's  volley- 
ball group  plays  in  the  Woodbury  Auditorium  throughout  the 
season.     Target  shooting  is  done  regularly  by  members  of 
the  Topsfield  Rifle  Club  at  the  shooting  range  in  the 
Proctor  School,     The  Topsfield  Athletic  Association  spon- 
sors basketball  programs  in  both  schools  on  Saturday  morn- 
ings throughout  the  season.     The  Masconomet  Regional  High 
School  Varsity  Basketball  team  uses  the  Proctor  School 
facility.     Little  League  and  other  town  teams  make  use  of 
the  school  baseball  diamonds.     Square  dance  programs  are 
held  periodically  in  the  Woodbury  Auditorium  by  the  Pair 
Town  Squares.     The  school  sponsored  a  summer  playground 
program  at  the  Proctor  School,  resuming  an  annual  activity 
which  was  interrupted  in  1965  at  the  time  of  major  work 
projects  at  that  building. 

School  Lunch  Program 

The  school  lunch  program  in  Topfield  has  been  oper- 
ating under  the  direction  of  a  dietician  since  1959  and 
has  maintained  a  pupil  participation  of  well  over  60% 
within  these  years. 

In  February,  1963,  the  Steward  School  opened,  and 
the  operation  was  divided  between  2  schools  for  the  first 
time.     This  created  a  need  for  a  cook-manager  in  each 
school  to  direct  the  day's  work. 

Prom  the  receipts  collected  from  pupils  and  adults, 
and  from  the  subsidies  in  cash  from  the  USDA  funds,  the 
revolving  fund  is  maintained.     The  program  has  been  self- 
supporting  through  this  fund  and  has  paid  all  labor,  food, 
equipment  and  other  miscellaneous  costs  as  well  as  part  of 
the  supervisor's  salary.     The  only  appropriation  from  the 
town  is  for  the  remainder  of  this  salary. 

The  Type  A  lunch  pattern  has  been  developed  as  a 
basic  guide  for  planning  well-balanced  school  lunches. 
It  is  designed  to  help  in  planning  meals  that  supply  the 
kind  and  amount  of  foods  that  children  need. 

USDA  commodities  continue  to  supplement  the  food 
purchased  by  the  program  although  they  are  not  as  abundant 
as  in  the  past.     They  still  provide  many  excellent  foods 
such  as  turkey,  chicken,  butter,  beef  and  canned  goods. 
This  donated  food  greatly  helps  to  lower  food  costs. 

The  following  figures  show  the  increase  in  meals 
served  over  the  past  six  year  period: 

1960-  1961        63236  1963-1961+  89116 

1961-  1962       73836  1961|-1965  89139 

1962-  1963       86758  1965-1966  891+67 
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Health  Services 


Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Ruth  Barnard,  School 
Nurse,  and  Dr.  Clarence  E.  Thornton,  School  Physician,  a 
comprehensive  health  program  was  carried  on,  especially 
in  those  areas  related  to  school  programs.    The  height  and 
weight  of  each  child  is  recorded  annually.     Ill  and  injured 
pupils  are  cared  for  until  the  parents  can  assume  responsi- 
bility. 

Other  services  included  are: 


Physical  Examinations  III4.  0  referrals 

Vision  Tests  All  pupils  37  referrals 

Hearing  Test  All  pupils  0  referrals 

Tuberculosis  Tine  Test  71  pupils  0  referrals 

Diphtheria-Tetanus  Inoculation  131  pupils 

Flu  Vaccine  School  staff 


Note  should  be  made  that  during  the  past  year  the 
opportunity  was  provided  for  testing  the  vision  of  pre- 
schoolers several  months  prior  to  school  entrance.  This 
opportunity  was  offered  to  the  parents  of  all  prospective 
kindergartners  in  the  spring  of  1966.     Over  100  such  chil- 
dren were  tested  and  referrals  made  in  sufficient  time 
that  remedial  measures  could  be  taken  prior  to  beginning 
school . 

Another  added  service  this  year  was  the  tine  testing 
of  school  personnel  to  screen  for  indications  of  tuberculo- 
sis.    All  school  personnel  are  required  by  statute  to  be- 
certified  as  free  from  tuberculosis  and  such  certification 
previously  had  been  done  through  X-ray,    Now  the  Department 
of  Public  Health  will  accept  the  tine  test  for  such  certi- 
fication. 

The  position  of  School  Nurse  has  been  a  part  time 
position  for  many  years,  the  same  person  serving  as  both 
School  Nurse  and  Community  Nurse. 

In  view  of  the  growth  in  population  over  the  past 
few  years  and  the  added  services,  a  decision  was  reached 
to  establish  the  school  nurse  position  on  a  full  time  basis, 
effective  with  the  1967-1968  school  year. 

Regional  Cooperation 

Continuing  effort  is  made  to  assure  a  high  level  of 
coordination  among  the  three  elementary  systems  in  the 
region  and  the  regional  school.     Regular  meetings  are  held 
by  the  superintendents  to  bring  about  common  policies  and 
practices  where  practical  and  desirable.     Joint  meetings 
of  personnel  from  all  four  systems  are  held  periodically  to 
discuss  various  aspects  of  the  curriculum  and  organizations. 
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Under  study  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  devel- 
opment of  a  unified  transportation  system.     It  is  felt 
that  the  use  of  the  same  vehicles  to  transport  first  the 
secondary  pupils  and  then  the  elementary  pupils  could 
result  in  a  significant  reduction  in  cost  by  avoiding  thj 
costs  of  capital  outlay  for  two  sets  of  vehicles.     It  is 
stressed  that  the  tentative  plans  call  for  no  conveyance 
of  both  elementary  and  secondary  pupils  on  the  same  bus 
runs.     Rather  the  scheduled  openings  of  the  secondary  and 
elementary  schools  would  be  adjusted  to  permit  delivery  at 
school  of  the  Masconomet  pupils  prior  to  the  pick-up  and 
delivery  of  the  elementary  pupils.     All  present  school  bus 
contracts  expire  in  June,  1968.     Attempts  are  being  made 
to  prepare  specifications  and  bidding  procedures  for  the 
receipt  of  bids  in  January,  1968,  to  be  effective  for  a 
three-year  period  starting  September,  1968. 

Federal  Programs 

The  Federal  Government  is  playing  an  increasingly 
more  influential  role  in  public  education  and  its  influence 
is  being  felt. locally.     A  brief  description  follows  of  the 
various  programs  in  which  the  local  schools  participate: 

Public  Law  8?lf 

Public  Law  87i|,  the  so-called  Federally-Impacted 
Areas  Program  dates  from  the  early  1950' s  and  is  designed 
to  provide  funds  in  lieu  of  tax  payments  to  local  commun- 
ities where  there  is  a  concentration  of  pupils  whose  parents 
work  or  live  on  federally-owned  or  leased  property. 
Generally  speaking  the  local  system  must  determine  the 
number  of  pupils  in  said  categories  by  making  a  survey  twice 
each  year.     If  the  attendance  of  federally-connected  pupils 
exceeds  J>%  of  the  total  enrollment,  the  town  becomes  eligible 
for  a  grant.     The  amount  of  the  grant  is  essentially  deter- 
mined by  multiplying  the  number  of  federally-connected 
pupils  living  on  federal  property  plus  one-half  the  number 
of  federally  connected  pupils  residing  on  private  property 
by  an  entitlement  rate  per  pupil  determined  from  local 
expenditures  in  so-called  comparable  districts.     During  the 
past  few  years  the  amounts  received  under  P.L.  87U  were  as 
follows : 

1960  $3,161  1963  $6,719 

1961  1*,076  1961+  6,175 

1962  5,836  1965  $,52h 

1966  $9,897 


The  funds  received  under  this  act  have  been  used  to 
make  expenditures  for  regular  operating  costs  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  placed  in  the  regular  appropriation. 
The  funds  have  also  served  as  a  contingency  fund,  the  value 
of  which  was  demonstrated  in  1965  with  the  failure  of  the 
Proctor  School  septic  system  and  the  replacement  of  the 
boiler  plant  at  the  same  building.     Over  $17,000  was  expended 
from  the  P.L.  £>7k  account  to  pay  for  the  septic  system 


82 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


completely  and  pay  for  a  small  portion  of  the  boiler  pro- 
ject.    As  of  December  15,  1966  the  balance  in  this  account 
stood  at  $6,396. 

The  significance  of  these  funds  during  the  past 
few  years  to  the  local  tax  requirements  should  be  of  some 
explanation  and  justification  to  parents  faced  with  the 
request  to  complete  survey  forms  twice  a  year,  as  required 
under  the  federal  regulations. 

National  Defense  Education  Act 

Public  Law  86i|,  the  National  Defense  Education  Act, 
was  passed  in  1958  and  revised  in  1961+.    The  act  resulted 
from  Congressional  reaction  to  the  launching  of  Sputnik  I 
by  the  Soviet  Union  and  was  designed  to  bring  about  improve 
ments  in  the  so-called  critical  areas  of  instruction  such 
as  science,  mathematics,  and  foreign  languages  by  providing 
funds  under  Title  III  for  that  purpose.     In  1 961+  the  act 
was  broadened  to  include  English,  reading,  history,  and 
geography. 

As  presently  operating,  a  school  system  must  first 
submit  a  long  range  program  of  improvement  in  each  of  the 
subject  areas  in  which  project  applications  will  be  sub- 
mitted.    Then  a  project  application  is  prepared  in  each  of 
the  individual  subject  areas.    Upon  approval  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  the  local  system  makes  the  purchases  and 
subsequently  applies  for  reimbursement  for  50^  of  the 
expenditures.     Projects  usually  call  for  the  acquisition  of 
equipment  and  materials  which  will  be  used  directly  by  the 
teacher  and  the  pupils  in  classwork.     Through  these  project 
considerable  projection  equipment,  many  filmstrips,  refer- 
ence books,  and  other  materials  have  been  purchased  for  the 
local  schools. 

Sixteen  projects  have  been  completed  over  the  past 
few  years  totaling  $12,391  in  expenditures,  with  a  reim- 
bursement of  $0%.     An  application  for  a  science  project 
has  recently  been  completed,  and  now  awaits  approval  of 
the  Department  of  Education. 

Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act  of  1965 

Public  Law  89-10,  the  Elementary  and  Secondary  Act 
of  1965  has  five  titles  or  sections.     The  local  schools  are 
participating  in  projects  under  three  of  these  titles. 

Title  I  is  designed  to  strengthen  elementary  and  secondary 
school  programs  for  educationally  deprived  children  in  low 
income  areas.     Based  on  I960  census  data  supplied  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Topsfield  was  determined  to  have  an 
entitlement  of  $9260  for  the  1966-1967  school  year.  A 
project  application  was  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Edu- 
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nation  in  September  and  received  quick  approval.     The  pro- 
gram established  under  this  project  was  the  provision  of 
teacher-coaches  to  work  in  the  first  and  second  grade  class- 
rooms in  both  schools.     Five  teacher-coaches  were  employed 
and  commenced  work  in  October.     These  teacher-coaches  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  classroom  teacher, 
give  supportive  assistance  to  those  pupils  requiring  con- 
isiderable  help  and  individual  attention.     The  function  of 
these  teacher-coaches  is  to  work  with  individuals  and  small 
broups  of  children  on  study  activities,  the  completion  of 
workbook  pages,  and  practice  exercises.   This  will  include 
|checking  papers,  assisting  with  corrections,  motivating 
[better  work  habits,  explaining  procedures,  explaining  con- 
cepts and  examples,  and  providing  a  ready  source  of  refer- 
ence for  a  confused  or  unsure  child.     At  the  time  of  writ- 
Sing,  the  program  has  been  in  operation  for  some  ten  weeks 
and  no  objective  measures  are  available  to  evaluate  the 
program.     However,  the  subjective  opinion  of  the  partici- 
pating teachers  and  administrators  is  highly  favorable. 
Continuation  of  the  program  beyond  the  current  school  year 
jis  dependent  upon  the  future  availability  of  federal  funds 
jand  the  approval  of  applications  by  the  Department  of 
'Education. 

[Title  II  has  as  its  major  focus  the  improvement  of  school 
libraries  by  providing  funds  for  the  acquisition  of  library 
books  and  periodicals.     The  program  was  operated  by  the 
Division  of  Library  Extension  under  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation.    Prom  the  total  amount  of  money  made  available  to 
Massachusetts  an  entitlement  was  determined  for  each  town 
Ibased  on  enrollment  and  the  valuation  of  the  towns,  with 
ilarger  entitlements  going  to  the  less  wealthy  communities. 
jTopsfield's  entitlement  was  $1967.    Following  approval  of 
the  project  application  and  the  long  range  plan  for  the 
jlocal  school  libraries,  purchases  of  books  were  made  in  the 
jtotal  amount  of  the  project.     The  books  purchased  included 
•reference  materials  in  science  and  social  studies  as  well 
as  literary  materials.     Selections  of  titles  were  made  on 
■'recommendations  of  teachers,  administrators,  and  the  school 
(library  clerk.     The  school  libraries  have  made  substantial 
iprogress  in  the  past  four  years.     At  the  beginning  of  1963» 
|there  was  no  school  library  service  as  such,  nor  was  there 
[any  significant  collection  of  books.     The  combined  col- 
lections now  approach  the  3000  book  mark  and  a  valuable 
[school  library  program  is  developing.     Federal  funds  from 
the  above  title  have  helped  considerably  in  the  acquisition 
of  books,  while  the  local  appropriation  has  provided  many 
[books  and  the  professional  and  clerical  services. 

jTitle  III  of  the  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act  is 
designed  to  promote  innovative  and  exemplary  educational 
[centers  and  services.     Under  this  title  local  systems 
(individually  or  collectively  may  submit  project  applications 
i to  the  United  States  Office  of  Education  seeking  funds  to 
carry  on  a  local  planning  or  operational  grant  to  develop 


84 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


new  services,  approaches,  or  techniques,     A  long-standing 
concern  of  education  locally  and  nationally  has  been  the 
inadequacy  of  present  systems  of  reporting  school  progress 
to  parents  and  their  possible  negative  effect  on  pupils 
and  on  the  instructional  program.     Local  administrators 
of  the  elementary  school  systems  in  Boxford,  Middleton, 
and  Topsfield,  and  the  Masconomet  System  submitted  a  joint 
application  for  a  project  to  devise  a  new  method  of  report- 
ing to  parents.     Most  reports  of  pupil  progress  are  com- 
parisons of  a  student's  achievement  with  that  of  other 
pupils  or  of  grade  standards.     It  is  hoped  that  a  new 
report  card  can  be  developed,  which  would  show  in  a  positive 
way  the  specific  accomplishments  made  in  each  subject  area. 

The  application  for  a  planning  grant  was  submitted 
in  May  and  was  approved  with  a  funding  of  $9850,  one  of  the 
approximately  ten  percent  of  applications  approved  during 
the  federal  fiscal  year.     The  planning  project  made  possible 
the  employment  of  a  project  director  for  the  period  from 
September,  1966,  through  January,  1967,  and  the  securing  of 
consultant  services  from  professors  of  area  colleges.  At 
present  the  project  director,  under  the  direction  of  the 
systems'  administrators,  is  preparing  an  operational  project 
application  for  submission  to  the  Office  of  Education. 
This  application  would  provide  funds  for  a  continuing 
program  over  a  period  of  three  to  five  years  for  develop- 
ment and  gradual  implementation  of  a  new  reporting  system. 
Hopefully,  approval  will  be  secured  to  permit  the  realiza- 
tion of  the  tremendous  notential  possible. 

In  conclusion,  the  above  narration  of  the  federal 
programs  having  direct  impact  on  the  local  school  systems 
should  bring  full  cognizance  to  citizens  of  the  increasing 
federal  involvement  in  public  education.     It  should  be 
noted  that  participation  in  these  programs  require  a  large 
amount  of  paper  work,  much  administrative  and  clerical  time, 
and  adherence  to  federal  guidelines  for  these  programs. 
It  is  necessary  that  there  be  full  awareness  of  the  need 
for  maintaining  a  fine  balance  between  local  initiative 
and  federal  direction  of  these  programs. 
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Enrollment  As  of  October  1,  1966 


Grades 

Boys 

Girls 

K 

67 

77 

1 

65 

59 

2 

69 

59 

3 

63 

6k 

69 

75 

\ 

70 

58 

6 

62 

57 

Age  of  Admittance 


Total 

12li 

128 

127 

11* 
128 

119 


Entrance  age  requirements  for  Topsfield  Elementary 
Schools 


a.  Pupils  entering  Kindergarten  must  reach  their  fifth 
birthda-y  by  December  31st  of  the  year  in  which  they 
enroll.     Pupils  entering  first  grade  in  September 
must  reach  their  sixth  birthday  by  December  31st  of 
the  year  in  which  they  enroll, 

b.  Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from  other 
school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the  following 
conditions : 

(1)  The  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized 
accredited  school  system. 

(2)  The  pupils  must  have  completed  satisfactorily 
not  less  than  ninety  (90)  days  of  standard 
first  grade  work. 

(3)  In  every  case,  the  admission  of  underage  chil- 
dren shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness  of  the 
child  to  profit  by  the  first  grade  program  of 
the  Topsfield  Public  Schools,  such  fitness  to  be 
determined  by  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

All  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary 
period  of  one  term. 


School  Census 
As  of  October  1,  1966 

Boys  Girls 

Number  between    5  and    7  years  of  age  136 

Number  between    7  and  II4  years  of  age  i|70  I438 

Number  between  lij.  and  16  years  of  age  123  128 
Number  between  16  and  21  years  of  age  89  75 

"BTB" 

T5oo 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
1966-196?  School  Year 


January 

3 

School  reopens 

February- 

17 

Winter  recess-close  regular  time 

February 

27 

School  reopens 

March 

21+ 

Good  Friday-no  school 

March 

29 

Teachers'  Convention-no  school 

April 

11+ 

Spring  recess 

April 

21+ 

School  reopens 

May 

30 

Memorial  Day-no  school 

June 

23 

Summer  vacation-close  at  noon 

19o7-19oo  School  Year 

September 

6 

School  in  session-dismissal  at  noon 

September 

7 

School  opens  full  sessions 

October 

12 

Columbus  Day-no  school 

November 

22 

Thanksgiving  recess -dismissal  at  noon 

November 

27 

School  reopens 

"December 

22 

Christmas  recess-school  closes  regular  time 

January 

2 

School  reopens 

February 

16 

Winter  recess -school  closes  regular  time 

February 

26 

School  reopens 

March 

27 

Teachers'  Convention-no  school 

April 

11 

Spring  recess-school  closes  regular  time 

April 

22 

School  reopens 

May 

30 

Memorial  Day-no  school 

June 

21 

School  closes  for  summer  vacation  at  noon 

(Subject  to  change) 
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TEACHERS  DIRECTORY  -  JANUARY,  1967 
Proctor  School 


Name 

Grade 

or 

Appoint- 

College 

Subject 

ment 

F.   Gilbert  Miller 

Principal 

1960 

Boston  Univ. 

Mary  Ann  Hawkes 

Kindergarten 

1965 

Gorham  State 

Shirley  A.  Joslyn 

Kindergarten 

1961 

Plymouth  State 

Janet  D.  Moran 

Kindergarten 

1966 

Salem  State 

Hazel  Pizzano 

Grade 

1 

1953 

Worcester  State 

Marguerite  R.  Shulman 

Grade 

1 

1961+ 

Smith  College 

Alice  B.  Warren 

Grade 

1 

191+2 

Salem  State 

Dorothy  J.  Eng 

Grade 

2 

1965 

Salem  State 

Madelyn  E.  Lawrence 

Grade 

2 

191+6 

Perry  Kdgn. 

Elizabeth  S.  Lyons 

Grade 

2 

1966 

Perm.  State 

Eleanor  G.  Becker 

Grade 

3 

1966 

Simmons 

Joan  V.  Ford 

Grade 

3 

1961 

Smith 

Elizabeth  D.  Salt 

Grade 

3 

1961+ 

An  tioch 

Clare  Campbell  ~ 

Grade 

k 

1951 

Sglem  State 

Gloria  E.  Thurston 

Grade 

k 

1961+ 

Tufts 

Lexie  Tobey 

Grade 

h 

1952 

Truro  State 

Pauline  K.  Cunningham 

Grade 

5 

1959 

Northeastern 

Bruce  D.  Vincent 

Grade 

5 

1965 

Salem  State 

Sallie  S.  Wilber 

Grade 

5 

1956 

Sargent 

Edythe  B.  Balcomb 

Grade 

6 

1951+ 

Boston  Univ. 

Kathleen  Netherland 

Grade 

6 

1965 

Siena 

Thomas  F.  Voyer 

Grade 

6 

1962 

Salem  State 

Steward  School 


Lorinda  M.  Jones 

Principal 

1961 

Boston  Univ. 

Martha  B.  Gorman 

Kindergarten 

1966 

Colby 

Dorothy  A.  Riley 

Grade 

1 

1958 

Rhode  Island 

Janet  B.  Svenson 

Grade 

1 

1961 

Lesley 

Susan  L.  Martin 

Grade 

2 

1965 

Lesley 

Ruth  A.  Toomey 

Grade 

2 

I960 

Salem  State 

Ruth     C.  Grant 

Grade 

3 

1961+ 

Gordon 

Mary  E.  Preston 

Grade 

3 

1961+ 

Bridgewa ter 

June  C.  Rendle 

Grade 

k 

1961+ 

Salem  State 

Judith  Ann  Woodman 

Grade 

1+ 

1966 

Salem  State 

Margaret  R.  Clermont 

Grade 

5 

1965 

Boston  Univ. 

Helen  L.  Webster 

Grade 

5 

1957 

Salem  State 

Antonia  Demakis 

Grade 

6 

1963 

Boston  Univ. 

Alfred  B.  Jones 

Grade 

•6 

I960 

Northeas  tern 

George  E.  Lane 

Art 

1965 

Tufts 

Alice  F.  Boffetti 

Music 

1961+ 

N.E.  Conserv. 

Philip  J.  Ryan,  Jr. 

Phys. 

Ed. 

1965 

Boston  Univ. 

Mary  K.  Phillips 

Reading 

I960 

Castleton 

Lois  R.  Crane 

SAC 

1962 

Boston  Univ. 

Carlotta  S.  Miller 

Speech 

1966 

Boston  Univ. 

Ruth  Barnard 

School 

Nurse 

191+7 

Beverly  Hosp. 

Ruth  M.  Bell 

Cafeteria  Sup. 

1959 

Framingham 
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No-School  Signal 

No-school  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WESX, 
WHAV,  and  TIN  AC  between  7:00  and  7:30  a.m.  if  there  is  no 
school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regarding  "No  School" 
are  made  by  the  Topsfield  Superintendent  for  the  Topsfield 
Elementary  Schools  only.     Announcements  for  the  Masconomet 
Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by  the  Regional  Super- 
intendent and  will  be  designated  "Masconomet  Regional 
High  School." 

In  addition,  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:15  a.m.  to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes  (grades  kindergarten  through  six) 
for  the  day.    A  similar  signal  at  10:145  a.m.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,  parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgment  in  sending  their 
children  to  school. 

Vaccination 

State  law  requires  vaccination  as  a  condition  for 
admission  to  a  public  school.     Children  who  have  not  been 
vaccinated  will  not  be  admitted  to  school  in  September 
unless  they  present  a  certificate  from  a  regular  practic- 
ing physician  stating  that  they  are  not  fit  subject  for 
vaccination.     Parents  are  requested  to  attend  to  this 
matter  prior  to  the  spring  registration  of  kindergarten 
pupils  if  possible. 
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TOPSFIELD  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


ADMINISTRATION 
School  Committee 

Salary  of  Clerk 

Other  Expense 
Superintendent's  Office 

Salary 

Salaries,  secretarial 
Census 

Supplies  and  materials 
Travel -in -state 
Travel -out-of-state 


Expended 
1966 


$  177.26 
237.16 

9123.36 
1+501.78 

100.00 

519.73 
360.29 
80.02 
$  15099.60 


Budget 
1967 


250.00 

250.00 

9662.00 

5560.00 

558.00 
l+il+.oo 
132.00 

16b26.00 


INSTRUCTION 
Supervis  ion 


Audio-Visual  Consultant 
Rinehart  Handwriting 
Principals 
Sglaries 

Salaries,  secretarial 

Supplies 

Other  Expense 
Teaching 

Salaries  -  Regular 

Salaries  -  Special 

Salaries  -  Substitute 

Salaries  -  Home  Bound 
Supplies  and  materials 

General 

Workbooks 

Physical  Education 
Muxic 

Remedial  Reading 
Workshop  and  Conference  Expense 
Summer  School  -  Salaries 
Summer  School  -  Supplies 
Textbook  Program 

Basic  and  supplemental 

Remedial  Reading 

Mus  ic 
Library  Services 

Supplies  and  materials 

Consultant  and  Clerical  Service 
Audio-Visual  Program 

Supplies  and  materials 
Guidance  Services 

Supplies  and  materials 


:  250.00 
1210.00 

1767U.86 
3723.98 
1+29.19 
21.70 

227762.70 
91i|8.6i| 
1+91+0.00 


321+3.  hi 
21*93.88 
282.95 


75.89 
1250.00 
9.51 

3293.77 

15.60 

1+93.56 
1725.70 

562.12 

503.20 


250.00 
1100.00 

18731+.00 

1+21+0.00 
300.00 
25.00 

21+1+671+.00 
9971+.00 
3916.00 
200.00 

31+80.00 
2700.00 
350.00 
100.00 
200.00 
300.00 
1500.00 
100.00 

3231+.00 
200.00 
100.00 

300.00 
2330.00 

1+00.00 
660.00 
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Expended 
1966 


Budget 
1967 


Psychological  Services 

Salary-Tester 
Educational  Television 

Supplies  and  materials 


$  880.00 
$2«0203.91 


900.00 

578.00 
300bl*5.oo 


OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 
Attendance 


Attendance  Officer 
School  Adjustment  Counselor 
Psychiatric  Consultant  Service 
Other  Expense 
Health  Services 
Salaries 


Nurse 
Physician 

Supplies  and  materials 

Nurse-Travel 
Pupil  Transportation 
Contracted  Services 

Regular 

Special  Class 

Educational  Trips 

Vocational 
Food  Services 
Salary-Caf eterial  Manager 


10.00 
1*900.00 
158.31* 
23.81* 


3l|66.56 
660.00 
27.33 


25870.00 
1391.50 
1*83.1+9 
179.00 

3500.00 
1*0670.06 


10.00 
5257.00 
150.00 
50.00 


1*500.00 
660.00 
75.00 
140.00 


25870.00 

211*0.00 

1*50.00 
330.00 

3581*.  00 
1*3116.00 


OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  PLANT 
Operation  of  Plant 
Custodial  Services 
Supplies  and  materials 
Heating  Buildings 
Oil   -  Proctor 
Oil   -  Steward 
Gas 

Utility  Services 
Light  and  Power 
Water 

Telephones   -  Schools 

-  Administration 
Maintenance  of  Plant 
Maintenance  of  Grounds 


Care  of  Grounds 
Waste  Removal 
Other 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 
Repairs  and  Upkeep 
Spec  if ic 
Emergency 


$  20575.52 
2699.32 

2571.91 
181*6.66 
1335.50 

61*10.71 
1*75.32 
61*o.o5 
163.59 


11*72.03 
21*3.50 


1777.90 
1172.23 


21818.00 
2300.00 

2800.00 
21*00.00 
1500.00 

6100.00 
55o.oo 
71*0.00 
175.00 


1500.00 
300.00 
50.00 


1160.00 
1000.00 
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Expended  Budget 
1966  1967 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 
Schools   -  Emergency 

Sp  e  c  i  f  i  c 
Administrative  Office 


Held  over  from  1965 


$     16^ .71  75.00 

105.56  160.00 

25.36  50.00 

$  I|1679.b7  I4267B.OO 
602.00 


COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
Civic  Activities 

Reimbursable  Janitor  Salaries  612.60  800.00 

Summer  Plavsroun< 


Salaries  695-00  700.00 
Supplies  and  materials   31 . 92  100.00 

$    1339.52  iSooToo 


ACQUISITION  OF  FI XED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equinm ent 

Schools  -  Library 
Replacement  of  Equipment 
Schools   -  Emergency- 
Held  over  from  1965 


8Jj3.T9 


BTT3 . 1  9 
188.^0 


915.00 
_ ] 00 . 00 

ioiJToo 


PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 
tuition  -  Elementary 
Vocational 
Adult  Education 


1559.91 
916.67 
123.20 
$    2599. 7B 


2050.00 
1560.00 
1  CO. 00 

3710.00' 


TOTALS 


$382U35-93  $1409790.00 


SPECIAL  ACCOUNTS: 

School  Lunch  ^rogram 
Staff 
Sunpl ies 
Equipment 
Other 
Travel 


121*83.67 
2188] . 30 

10.70 
I6OU. 97 

86.88 


$  360677F2 

P.   L.   86I4     NDA -Title  III  135U-20 

P.   L.   87I4     Federal  Aid  9865-26 

P.   L.   89-10     ESEA  Title  I  2^9^,52 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 
December  31,  1966 


Number  of  Persons  Assessed 

Individuals  All  Others*  Total 

On  Personal  Estate  Only              45  53  100 

On  Real  Estate  Only                  1125  65  1190 

On  Both  Personal  §  Real  Estate    48  29  77 

Total  Number  of  Persons  Assessed  1030 

^Partnerships ,  Associations  or  Trusts,  Corporations. 
Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate 

Stock  in  Trade  $  26,600.00 

Machinery  3*7,050.00 

Live  Stock  (Do  not  include  value  of  farm  animals)  57,865.00 

All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  382,800.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $  854,315.00 


Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate 

Land  exclusive  of  buildings  $  3,429,990.00 

Buildings  exclusive  of  land  16,372,950.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  $19,802,940.00 

Total  Valuation  of  Assessed  Estate  $20,657,255.00 
Tax  Rate  Per  $1,000  =  $49.00 

Taxes  for  State,  County,  and  City  or  Town  Purposes,  including  overlay 
On  Personal  Estate  $  41,861.44 

On  Real  Estate  970,344.09 
Total  Taxes  Assessed  $  1,012,205.53 

Number  of  Live  Stock  estimated  under  Section  36,  Chapter  59 

Horses  (1  year  old,  or  over)   57 

Neat  Cattle:     (1  year  old,  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)    154 

Bulls,  8;  Yearlings:  steer,  7;  heifers,  52    67 

Sheep...  (6  months  old,  or  over)   65 

All  Other:   6 


Number  of  Acres  of  Land  Assessed  5983.445 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Assessed*   1125 

*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  ONE  without  regard  to 
the  number  of  families  housed. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true  copy  of 
the  Table  of  Aggregates  according  to  our  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
Subscribed  this  15th  day  of  August,  1966,  under  the  penalties  of 
perjury.  THOMAS  E.  ELLIOTT 

1966  cars  registered   2,965  J0HN  B-  GAMANS 

Commissioner's  Value  2,322,735.       CHARLES  E.  PETHYBRIDGE 

Excise  Tax   140,437.38    Board  of  Assessors 
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Form  C.S.1ASN        The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
1966  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 

State  Tax  Commission 

CHERRY  SHEET  APPENDIX  SPECIAL  NOTICE 

To  the  Board  of  Assessors  of:  Topsfield 

Please  be  advised  that  His  Excellency  John  A.  Volpe,  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  is  submitting  legislation  to  guarantee  payment 
for  School  Aid  under  Chapter  70  during  1966  of  an  amount  not  less 
than  115%  of  the  corresponding  amount  paid  during  1965,  plus  any 
grants  and  reimbursements  paid  in  such  year  under  provisions  of 
Chapters  69,  71,  and  74  which  are  thereafter  terminated.    If  such 
legislation  is  enacted,  the  estimated  amount  for  School  Aid  on  the 
enclosed  Cherry  Sheet  Appendix  (Form  C.S.  lA)will  be  increased 
by  the  following  amount. 

$60,646.79 


Form  C.S.1A  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Cherry  Sheet  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 
Appendix 

1966  Topsfield 

1966  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  LOCAL  AID  FUND 
(Acts  of  1966,  Chapter  14,  Sections  29-78,  G.L.  Chap. 58, Sec. ISA 


1.    Income  Tax,  Corporation  Excise  and  20%  of  Sales  and  Use  Tax: 

a.  Machinery  Basis  Distribution  27.64 
5.    Appropriated  Reimbursement  Programs: 

Total  Accelerated  Payments  (from  reverse  side)  4,652.00 

Veterans'  Benefits  G.L.  c.115,  s6  2,400.35 

*01d  Age  Assistance  G.L.  c.  118A  456.00 

*Medical  Assistance  for  Aged  G.L.  c.  118A  11,580.00 

^Disability  Assistance  G.L.  c.  118D  2,670.00 
School  Building  Assistance  Projects  1948, 

c.  645;  1954,  c.  346  18,773.77 

School  Transportation  G.  L.  c.  71,  s7A  10,820.46 

Outside  School  Transportation  G.L.  c.  74,  s8A  134.63 
School  Lunch  Program,  Partial  Assistance  1951, 

c.538  9,759.07 

Free  Public  Libraries  G.L.  c.  78,  sl9A  837.75 
Loss  of  Taxes  on  Land  G.L.  c.58,ss  13-17B,  1960, 

c.635,  s8  9,031.68 

Abatements  to  Veterans  G.L.c. 58,s8A,  G.L.c.59,s5  864.00 
c.    Valuation  Basis  Distribution  Acts  of  1963,  Ch.660 

69,563.77 


*  Includes  Administrative  Costs. 
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2.  80%  of  Sales  and  Use  Tax  and  Mass.  School  Fund  Distributions: 

a.  Special  Education  Programs,  G.  L.  Ch  69  §  Ch.  71  2,055.15 

b.  School  A-d,  G.  L.  Ch.  70,  as  amended  61,177.21 

3.  Meals  Tax  Distribution  629.81 

6.    Total  Estimated  Distributions  and  Reimbursements 

(including  Accelerated  Payments)  from  the  Local  Aid  Fund 

205,431.29 


Form  C.  S.  1A  (Reverse) 

1966  ACCELERATED  PAYMENTS  OF  SPECIFIED  APPROPRIATED 
REIMBURSEMENT  PROGRAMS 


Vocational  Education  G.L.  c74,  s9  243.00 

Veterans'  Benefits  G.L.  cll5,  s6  1,958.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  G.L.  cll8A  76.00 

Medical  Assistance  for  Aged  G.L.  cll8A  1,930.00 

Disability  Assistance  G.L.  cll8D  445.00 

-  Total  1966  Accelerated  Payments  4,652.00* 


This  amount  is  carried  over  to  the  front  and  included  in  the  total 
to  be  applied  to  reduce  the  1966  Local  Tax  Rate. 


NOTE:  Estimate  of  aggregate  amount  to  be  received  from  sales  and  use 
taxes  in  1966       82,038.55  This  amount  must  be  printed  on  tax 

bills  in  accordance  with  G.L.  Ch.  60,  s.  3A,  as  amended  by  Acts  of 
1966,  Ch.  14,  s  39. 
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The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  -  Tops field 
School  Tax  Rate  Recapitulation  1966 
(Chapter  59,  Section  23C,  G.L.,  as  amended  by  Chapter  460,  Acts  1954) 

A.    SCHOOL  APPROPRIATIONS  (Include  total  amounts  appropriated  or  law- 
fully expended  since  previous  tax  rate  was  fixed) : 

1.    General  Appropriations  for  Support  and  Maintenance  of 


Public  Schools  . ...  384,847. 

And  the  following  items  if  not  included  in  (1)  above: 

2.    Principal  and  Interest  on  School  Debt   61,290. 

9.    Regional  School  Apportionment  (G.L.,  Ch.  71,  Sec.  16A) 

  476,083. 

12.  Appropriations  Voted  for  School  Construction  from 

Tax  Levy   14,063. 

13.  Appropriations  Voted  from  Available  Funds  for  Any 

School  Purposes....  10,000. 


946,283. 

APPENDIX 

SCHOOL  TAX  RATE  RECAPITULATION  SHEET 
(supplementing  Items  A  and  B) 


C.  ESTIMATED  SCHOOL  INCOME 

1.  School  Department  Income  (Item  F16,  Form  31)   1,800. 

2.  Cherry  Sheet  Appendix: 

Vocational  Education   243. 

School  Bldg.  Assistance  Projects   18,773. 

School  Transportation   10,820. 

Outside  School  Transportation   134. 

Special  Education  Programs,  Ch.  69  §  71   2,053. 

School  Aid,  Ch.  70,  as  amended   61,177. 

3.  Amounts  voted  from  Available  Funds 

for  School  Purposes   10,000. 

D.  TOTAL  ESTIMATED  SCHOOL  INCOME  105,000. 


E.     SCHOOL  ASSESSMENT  (Item  B,  less  Item  D)  841,283. 


F.     COMPUTATION  OF  RATES:  - 

1.     School  Tax  Rate  =  (Item  E)      $       841,283.  $41.55 
Val.  in  thousands  20,245,575. 


2.    General  Tax  Rate  =  Total  Tax  Rate  $49.00 
Less  School  Tax  Rate  41.55 
General  Tax  Rate  $  7.45 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  -  January  1,  1966 

Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 


353,643.42 


Old  Age  Assistance  -  Medical  Assistance  $ 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children  - 

Disabled  Persons 
Valuation  Basis  -  Income  -  Corporation  Tax 

20%  Sales  and  Use  Tax 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  -  80%  Sales  Tax 

Construction 

Chapter  69-71 

Title  I  -  69-10 

Transportation 

Vocational  Education 

Federal  Aid  #874 

School  Lunch  Reimbursement 

Library  Aid 
State  Tax 
Corporation  Tax 
Meals  Tax 
Loss  of  Taxes 


25,559.94 

3,049.21 

69,433.00 
56,325.10 
18,773.77 
2,301.63 
4,600.00 
11,640.00 
618.78 
9,897.00 
9,491.57 

837.75 
13,491.23 
27.64 
682.34 
9,031.68 


Highway  -  Chapter  81 
Chapter  90 
Improvement  Loan 

National  Defense  Education  III 

Veterans'  Benefits 

Youth  Service  Board 

Welfare  -  General  Relief 


12,867.72 
7,450.00 
692.57 
3,093.80 
1,800.00 
50.12 


Collector  of  Taxes 

Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  1,132,259.59 

Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  1,423.84 

Filing  Liens  402.00 

Water  -  Rates  47,338.05 

Construction  §  Connection  Fees  6,057.54 

Hydrant  Damage  -  Reimbursement  300.53 


County  of  Essex 
Ipswich  Road 
Dog  Fund  Reimbursement 
Court  Fines 


6,433.86 
551.84 
125.00 
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Balance  -  January  1,  1966  $  353,643.42 

Cemetery  Department 

Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments  -  Foundations  and 

Sale  of  lots  $  4,067.05 

Library 

Book  Fines  976.65 
Non-Residents  350.00 
School  Reimbursement  836.75 
Rent  7.00 


Schools 

Cafeteria  25, 896. 24 

Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent  542.00 

Summer  School  and  yearly  tuitions  1,127.48 

Book  Fines  --Personal  calls  144.89 


County  Retirement  7,517.59 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  59,321.18 

State  Withholding  Taxes  7,847.01 

Building  Fees  1,201.60 

Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance  5,903.85 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  -  O.M.E.  123.76 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  555.20 

By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists  103.05 

Dog  Licenses  987.00 

Clinic  134.00 

Sale  of  Dogs  9.00 

Excise  Tax  -  1964  Recovery  77.00 

Drainage  Refund  628.12 

Dump  -  Stump  Permits  178.00 

Gas  Permits  460.50 

Insurance  Refunds  -  W.  C.  910.14 

Indemnification  -  Town  Hall  78.00 

Licenses  -  Miscellaneous  284.50 

Machinery  Fund  1,184.00 

Miscellaneous  Refund  1.00 

M.  A.  A.  Refunds  309.18 

0.  A.  A.  Refunds  96.02 

Overpayments  29.20 

Percolation  Tests  857.50 

Personal  Property  Tax  Recovery  -  1963  2,373.60 

Pistol  Permits  40.00 

Planning  Board  Requirement  55.00 

Plumbing  Permits  638.00 
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Balance  -  January  1,  1966 


$  353,643.42 


Putnam,  Coffin  §  Burr 

Bonds  -  Water  Extension  -  Well  fields  -  Pumping  Station  add, 
Eminent  Domain 

Library  and  Town  Hall  alterations  $  213,000.00 

Premium  566.58 

Interest  447.30 
Reimbursement 

Town  of  Boxford  464.33 

Security- Danvers  National  Bank-Short  Term  Note  200,000.00 

Tailings  19.50 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  5,970.00 

Trust  Funds  7,337.73 

Sale  of  Maturing  Bond  2,000.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,507.00 


Total  Receipts 


$2,026,695.60 
$2,380,339.02 


Disbursements 


January 

Warrant    1  - 

5  inc. 

$  62,982.69 

February 

6  - 

9 

98,353.87 

March 

10  - 

13 

216,437.70 

April 

14  - 

18 

84,281.61 

May 

19  - 

22 

190,865.52 

June 

23  - 

26 

79,924.51 

July 

27  - 

31 

113,529.41 

August 

32  - 

35 

204,787.14 

September 

36  - 

40 

143,275.10 

October 

41  - 

44 

133,411.30 

November 

45  - 

48 

433,115.15 

December 

49  - 

55 

129,280.67 

Total  Disbursements 

Cash  Balance  -  December  31,  1966 


$1,890,244.67 
$  490,094.35 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1966 


TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 


Current  Year: 

Personal  41,418.48 

Real  Estate  934,446.66  $975,865.14 

Previous  Years : 

Personal  1,324.80 

Real  Estate  21,072.73  22,397.53 

Taxes  in  Litigation  2,373.60 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1964~  145.48 

Year  1965  11,193.80 

Year  1966  122,657.64  133,996.92 


From  State  and  Corporation 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Corporation  Tax  27.64 
Meals  Tax  682.34 

State  Tax  Basis  60,174.23 

Val.  Basis  Ch  660  22,750.00  83,634.21 


Licenses  and  Permits 


Victuallers 

10,00 

Junk 

5,00 

Overnight  Cabins 

1.00 

Sunday  Licenses 

196.00 

Gas  Registration 

3.50 

Motor  Vehicle  Sales 

35.00 

Milk  and  Oleo 

14.50 

Pistol  Permits 

40.00 

Auctioneer 

8.00 

Mfg.  and  sale  -  Ice  Cream 

5.00 

Misc.  Licenses 

6.50 

Carried  forward 


$1,218,591.90 
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Brought  forward 

Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government: 

Old  Age  Assistance  2,598.50 

Medical  Aid  13,761.57 

Federal  School  Aid  -  P.L.  874  9,897.00 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons  546.50 

School -National  Defense  Education  692.57 

School  -  Title  I  4,600.00 


$1,218,591.90 


32,096.14 


From  State: 
Welfare 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons 

Medical  Aid 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Reimbursement -Loss  of  Taxes 

Highway  Chap.  81  Maintenance 

Highway  Chap.  90  Construction 

School  Aid-Vocational 

School  Transportation 

School  Aid- Chapter  70 

Reimb.  -  Chap.  760  -  Library 

Veterans'  Benefits 

Spc.  Edu.  Prog.  Chap.  69-71 

Highway  Impr.  Loan 

Youth  Service  Board 

School  Bldg.  Ass is.  Comm. 


50.12 
2,502.71 
8,509.77 
690.10 
9,031.68 
12,925.00 
12,867.72 
618.78 
11,640.00 
56,325.10 
837.75 
3,093.80 
2,301.63 
7,450.00 
1,800.00 
18,773.77 


149,417.93 


From  County: 

Reimbursement- -Dog  Fund 
Court  Fines 
Highway- -Chapter  90 


551.84 
125.00 
6,433.86 


7,110.70 


General  Government 


Collector- -Tax  Liens 

402. 

00 

Dog  Clinic 

134. 

00 

Sale  of  Resident  Lists,  By-Laws  §  Maps 

103. 

05 

Building  Fees 

1,201. 

60 

Percolation  Tests 

857. 

50 

Sale  of  Dogs 

9. 

00 

Gas  Permits 

460. 

50 

Planning  Board 

55. 

00 

Plumbing  Permits 

638. 

00 

Stump  Permits 

178. 

00 

Wiring  Permits 

1,507. 

00 

Town  of  Boxford- Reimbursement 

464. 

33 

Drainage  Comm.  Reimbursement 

628. 

12 

6,638.10 


Carried  forward 


$1,413,854.77 
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Brought  forward  $1,413,854.77 

Water  Department 

Water  Rates  47,335.05 

Water  Construction  Fees  2,625.00 

Water  Connections  3,415.14 

Water  -  Misc.  20.40  53,395.59 

School 

School  Lunch  Receipts  25,896.24 

School  Lunch  Reimbursements -State  9,491.57 

School  Tuition  1,110.48 

School  Gym  Rent  559.00 

Misc.  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Pers.  Tel.  Calls  144.89  37,202.18 

Library  -  Fines  976.65 

Library  -  Non  Resident  Fees  350.00 

Library  -  Rental  7.00 

Library  -  School  Reimbursement  836.75 

Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots  991.00 

Reimbursement -Care  of  Lots  135.00 

Reimbursement -Burials  945 . 00 

Bequests-Endowments  1,745.00 

Foundations  151.05  3,967.05 

Interest- -on  Deferred  Taxes  1,423.84 

Tuberculosis  Fund  41.83 

Unclassified 

County  Retirement  Board  7,517.59 

Federal  Withholding  Tax  59,321.18 

State  Withholding  Tax  7,847.01 

Dog  Licenses  for  County  987.00 

O.A.A.  $  M.A.A.  Reimbursement  294.60 

Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  100.00 

Trust  Fund  Bond  Maturity  2,000.00 

Machinery  Fund  1,184.00 

Indemnity  %  Refunds  -  Insurance  1,288.67 

Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins.  6,582.81 

Tailings  19.50 

Premium  §  Interest  1,013.88 

Refunds -duplicate  payments,  etc.  139.80 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  5,970.00 

Treasurer's  Misc.  Receipts  1.00 

Motor  Excise  -  1964  Recovery  77.00  94,344.04 


Carried  forward 


$1,606,399.70 
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Brought  forward 


11,606,399.70 


Trust  Funds 


Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund  $  1,212.61 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  1,487.00 

General  Library  Fund  293.80 

John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  1,019.19 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  482.48 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  2,612.62 

S.S.  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  150.70 

Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  27.50 

Deborah  Kimball  Centennial  Fund   10. 00 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue 
Special  Projects  Bonds 


7,295.90 

200,000.00 
213,000.00 


Total  Receipts 

Cash  Balance  January  1, 


1966 


2,026,695.60 
353,643.42 


$2,380,339.02 


FOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


109 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
PAYMENTS 
Town  Officers'  Salaries 


Moderator 

Appropriated 
Expended 


30.00 
30.00 


$  30.00 


Selectmen 

Appropriated 
Expended 


1,500.00 
1,500.00 


1,500.00 


Accountant 

Appropriated 
Expended 


600.00 
600.00 


600.00 


Treasurer 

Appropriated 
Expended 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 


Town  Collector 
Appropriated 
Expended 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 


Assessors 

Appropriated 
Expended 


4,000.00 
4,000.00 


4,000.00 


Finance  Committee  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 


50.00 
50.00 


50.00 


Trust  Fund  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 


50.00 
50.00 


50.00 


Town  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 


1,000.00 


Planning  Board  -  Clerk  and  Chairman 
Balance  brought  forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 


600.00 


42.00 
600.00 
642.00 
600.00 

42.00 


Total  Town  Officers' 
Carried  forward 


Salaries 


$13,830.00 
$13,830.00 
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Brought  forward 


$13,830.00 


Town  Officers'  Expenses 


Telephone 

Town  Hall  Clerks 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment 

Selectmen: 

Printing,  postage  and  books 
Association  Dues 
Town  Counsel 
Mileage 

Accountant : 

Supplies  and  postage 
Association  Dues 


94.42 
5.00 


754.95 
7,758.23 
973.69 


162.34 

44.00 
036.34 

26.50  1 


269.  II 


99.42 


Treasurer : 

Printing,  postage,  stationery 

Vault  Rental 

Surety  Bond 

Association  Dues 

Record  Note 

New  Equipment 

Town  Collector: 

Printing,  postage  and  supplies 
Surety  Bonds 
Association  Dues 
Deputy  Collector 
Lawyer's  Fee 

Zoning  Board  -  Advertising 

Finance  Committee: 
Clerical 
Dues 

Supplies 


336.00 
12.00 
123.00 

5.00 

9.00 
795.75  1,280.75 


784.61 
200.00 
5.00 
10.00 
53.16 


1,052.77 


22.80 


130.00 
15.00 
5.00  150.00 


Carried  forward 


13,361.79  $13,830.00 
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Brought  forward  $13,361.79  $13,850.00 

Assessors : 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  189.50 
Attending  Meetings  and  Mileage  86.40 
Association  Dues  30.00 
Abstracting  Deed  179.60  485.50 


Town  Clerk: 

Recording  Fees  103.50 
Dues  8.00 
Advertising  126.00 
Bond  10.00 

Printing,  postage  §  supplies      29.55  277.05  14,124.34 

Appropriated  14,000.00 
Audit  Adiustments  400.00 

14,400.00 

Expended  -  14,124.34 

Transferred  to  Revenue  275.66 


Elections : 

Registrars  400.00 

Election  Officers  730.56 

Printing,  postage  846.4b 
Misc.  labor  Ej  clerical  exp.  359.25 

Warrants  and  Ballots  384.13 

Food  43.53 

Constable  50.00 

Advertising  23.10 

Repairs  -  Ballot  Box  58.75  2,895.77 

Appropriated  3,200.00 
Expended  2,895.77 
Balance  carried  forward  304.23 

New  Office  Equipment  330.40 
Balance  brought  forward  353.00 
Expended  330.40 
Balance  carried  forward  22.60 


Census  Listing 

Appropriated 

300 

00 

Reserve  Fund  Trans f. 

76 

03 

376 

03 

Expended 

376 

03 

Insurance  Committee 

Clerk 

Appropriated 

200 

00 

Expended 

200 

00 

200.00 


$31,756.54 
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Brought  forward 


$31,756.54 


Town  Hall: 

Janitor's  Services  1,200.00 

Fuel  820.10 

Lights  558.35 

Supplies  86.20 

Repairs  §  equipment  823.53 

Removal  of  ashes  50.00 

Water  40.00 

Flag  35.00 

Misc.  labor  60.00 
Balance  brought  forward  175, 
Appropriated  4,500, 
Insurance  Indemnification  78 


Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 


4,753 
3,673 
17073" 


00 
00 
00 
00 
18 
87 


3,673.18 


Selectmen's  Special: 

Engineering  services  35.00 

Printing    "  28.00 

Police  Radio  131.34 

Petitions  and  Filing  Fee  67.75 

Town  Counsel            ^  1,173.31 


1,435.40 


Appropriated  2,000.00 
Expended  1,435.40 
Trans,  to  Revenue  564.60 


Civil  Defense: 

Director's  Salary  150.00 

Director's  car  expense  227.10 

Communications  Maintenance  147.06 

Telephone  139.65 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  65.12 

Communications  equipment  -  new  1,332.64 

Misc.  supplies  24.45 

Electricity  17.50 


2,103.52 


Balance  brought  forward  1,925.33 
Appropriated  2,200.00 

4,125.33 

Expended  2,103.52 
Balance  carried  forward  2,021.81 


Carried  forward 


$38,968.64 
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Brought  forward  $38,968.64 

1966  Town  Hall  Remodelling  64,221.59 
Appropriated 

Surplus  revenue  40,000.00 
Bond  Proceeds  30,000.00 
70,000.00 

Expended  64,221.59 
Balance  carried  forward  5,778.41 

Police  Department: 

Police  Chief's  Salary  6,760.00 

Police  Duty  16,365.50 

Use  of  car  100.00 

Cruiser  Maintenance  2,071.35 

Dues  15.00 

Telephone  471.10 

Clothing,  guns,  etc.  737.79 

Accident  Insurance  86.40 

Painting  Crosswalks  475.00 

Radio  Maintenance  223.69 

Office  supplies  §  Equipment  328.99 

Blue  Phone  Expense  (Salary)  2,475.00 

Misc.  supplies  160.70 

Attending  Meetings  75.00 

Signs  318.60 

Police  School  150.00  30,814.12 

Appropriated  32,683.00 
Boxford  Reimbursement  464. 33 

33,147.33 

Expended  30,814.12 

2,333.21 

Trans f.  to  Revenue  1,186. 56 

Balance  carried  forward  1,146.65 

1966  New  Cruiser  2,419.55 
Appropriated  2,500.00 
Expended  2,419.55 
Balance  carried  forward  80.45 

uilding  Inspector  1,200.00 
Appropriated  1,200.00 
Expended  1,200.00 

as  Inspector  405.00 

Appropriated  800.00 

Expended  405.00   

Transf.  to  Revenue  395.00 

arried  forward  $138,028.90 
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Brought  forward  $138,028.90 

Plumbing  Inspector  441.00 

Appropriated  800.00 

Expended  441.00 

Trans,  to  Revenue  359.00 

Wire  Inspector  934.00 

Appropriated  800.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  200.00 

1,000.00 

Expended  934.00 

Trans,  to  Revenue  66.00 

Fire  Department: 

Chief  1,500.00 

Misc.  Personnel  Salaries  925.00 

Call  Men  5,650.00 

Steward's  Salary  1,200.00 

Fire  Telephone  Operator  2,540.00 

Misc.  Supplies  and  Oxygen  268.97 

Equipment  Repairs  -  Apparatus  1,302.65 

Gas,  Oil,  Batteries  478.14 

Fuel  773.84 

Lights  482.99 

Insurance  436.06 

Telephone  508.05 

Water  40.64 

Printing,  supplies  31.20 

New  Equipment  1,189.60 

Radio  450.40 

Building  repairs  379.28 

Use  of  car  350.00 

Pump  repairs  -  Engine  I  934.84 

Tires  -  Engine  I  330.76 

Dues  12.00 

Badges  89.03  19,873.45 

Appropriated  19,630.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  243.45 

19,873.45 

Expended  19,873.45 

Dog  Fund  126.00 

Appropriated  300.00 

Expended  126.00   

Transferred  to  Revenue  174.00 


Carried  forward 


$159,403.35 
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Brought  forward  $159,403.35 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses  168.00 

Appropriated  200.00 

Expended  168.00 

Trans,  to  Revenue  32.00 

Town  Forest 

Appropriated  50.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue  50.00 

Water  Department: 

Superintendent  6,500.00 

Clerk  1,304.00 

Electricity  4,250.78 

Car  Expense  38.96 

Stock  Supplies  4,164.18 

Office  Supplies  564.49 

Telephone  180.00 

Misc.  Labor  2,220.17 

Equipment  Rental  674.50 

Maintenance  of  system  2,180.66 

Fluoride  225.00 

Truck  Maintenance  564.93 

Heat,  Pump  House  102.23 

Engineering  Services  3,619.18 

Dues          "  17.00 

Advertising  21.50  26,627.58 

Appropriated  30,160.00 
Insurance  Indemnification  300. 53 

30,460.53 

Expended  26,627.58 
Trans,  to  Revenue  3,832.95 

Well  Field  Pumping  Capacity  478.27 

Balance  brought  forward  550.46 

Expended  478.27 
Trans,  to  Revenue  72.19 

Water  Department  -  Area  "A" 

Balance  brought  forward  1,663.40 
Trans,  to  Revenue  1,663. 40 

Water  Department  -  Main  Extension  -  River  Road 
Balance  brought  forward  672.61 
Trans,  to  Revenue  672.61 


Carried  forward 


$186,677.20 
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Brought  forward 

Water  -  Land  Option  -  Perkins  Row 

Appropriated  2,500.00 

Trans,  to  Revenue  2,500.00 

Water  Dept.  -  Land  Purchase 

Balance  brought  forward  30,000.00 

Expended  29,866.52 

Balance  carried  forward  133.48 

1964  New  Truck  -  Water  Dept. 

Balance  brought  forward  17.78 

Trans,  to  Revenue  17.78 

1966  Additional  Wellfields  §  Station 

Bond  Proceeds  90,000.00 

Expended  2,765.00 

Balance  carried  forward  87,235.00 

1966  Water  Mains  -  Campmeeting  Rd. 

Bond  Proceeds                  '  33,160.00 

Expended  25,982.72 

Balance  carried  forward  7,177.28 

Moth  Department  -  Truck  Rental 

Appropriated  400.00 

Expended  400.00 

Poison  Ivy  Eradication 

Appropriated  50.00 

Expended  50.00 

Moth  Department: 

Superintendent  36 . 50 

Labor  10.50 

Contract -Spraying  §  Trimming  615.51 

Insecticides  622.55 

Misc.  Supplies  14.94 

Appropriated  1,300. 00 

Expended  1,300.00 


Carried  forward 
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Brought  forward  $247,041.44 

Conservation  Commission  36.90 

Balance  brought  forward  4,245.89 

Appropriated  3/66  Art.  4  150.00 

Appropriated  3/66  Art.  29  500.00 

4,895.89 

Expended  36.90 

Balance  carried  forward  4,858.99 

Dutch  Elm  Beetle  Suppression: 

Contract- Spraying  §  Removing  1,675.23 

Superintendent  126 . 00 

Labor  733.10 

Burning  Brush  1,259.20 

Equipment  §  repairs  205. 60  3,999.13 

Appropriated  4,000.00 

Expended  3,999.13 

Trans,  to  Revenue  .87 

Shade  Tree  Department: 

Superintendent  220.15 

Labor  1,513.55 

Contract-Tree  Surgeons  1,578.75 

Gas                      ~  44.64 

Equipment  §  Repairs  142.60  3,499.69 

Appropriated  3,500.00 

Expended  3,499.69 

Trans,  to  Revenue  .31 

Health  Department: 

Milk  Inspector  and  Expenses  901.65 

Garbage  Disposal  3,000.00 

Health  Agent  175.00 

Dog  Clinic  241.40 
Slaughtering  §  Animal  Inspector  290.90 

Flu  §  Polio  Vaccines  §  Clinics  96.22 

Sanitary  Engineer  825.00 

Office  Forms  16.90  5,547.07 

Appropriated  6,700.00 

Expended  5,547.07   

Trans,  to  Revenue  1,152.93 


Carried  forward 


$260,124.23 
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Brought  forward  $260,124.23 

Sanitation  Committee  2,500.00 

Balance  brought  forward  3,324.00 

Appropriated  2,500.00 

5,824.00 

Expended  2,500.00 

Balance  carried  forward  3,324.00 

Town  Dump: 

Contract- -Maintenance  2,862.80 

Equipment  Rental  2,700.00 

Rat  Extermination  240.00 

Engineering  45.00 

Misc.  Supplies  23.70 

Misc.  Labor  15.20 

Fill  28.00  5,914.70 

Appropriated  7,500.00 

Expended  5,914.70 

Trans,  to  Revenue  1,585.30 

Street  Lighting  5,706.10 

Appropriated  6,500.00 

Expended  5,706.10 

Trans,  to  Revenue  793.90 

Highway  Machinery  Operating  Fund  4,995.05 

Appropriated              "  5,000.00 

Expended  4,995.05 

Trans,  to  Revenue  4.95 

1966  Highway  Loan-  Improvement  Act:  7,450.00 

Superintendent  503.04 

Labor  2,300.00 

Equip.  Rental  1,896.00 

Sand  248.95 

Concrete  947.48 

Culverts  707.53 

Engineering  847.00 

From  State  7,450.00 

Expended  7,450.00   


Carried  forward 


$286,690.08 
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Brought  forward 


$286,690.08 


General  Highway: 

Superintendent 
Labor 

Stone,  gravel,  asphalt 

Telephone 

Gas,  oil,  tires 

Equipment  rental 

Heating  fuel 

Office  supplies  §  equip 

Engineering 

Equipment  and  repairs 

Culverts 

Use  of  car 

Fencing  and  signs 

Advertising* 


2,156.46 
6,933.00 
3,916.82 
166.80 
2,241.73 
2,302.17 
106.00 
103.85 
553.00 
2,984.20 
3,139.01 
200.00 
243.00 
19.50 


25,065.54 


Appropriated 
Refund 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expended 


25,000.00 
4.70 
60.84 
25,065.54 
25,065.54 


Chapter  90  Construction  -  1965 
Labor 

Superintendent 
Equipmentment  §  Rental 
Culverts 
Gravel 

Machinery  Fund 


1,257.00 
391.00 

1,550.00 
262.39 
993.55 
192.00 


4,645.94 


Balance  brought  forward 
Expended 


4,645.94 
4.645.94 


Chapter  90  Construction 
Superintendent 
Labor 

Equipment  Rental 

Culverts 

Gravel 

Machinery  Fund 
Concrete 


1966 


816.50 
2,993.00 
2,460.50 
1,916.53 
836.10 
240.00 
9,447.55 


18,710.18 


Appropriated 

Borrowed  from  surplus  rev, 
Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


4,750.00 
14,250.00 
19,000.00 
18,710.18 
289.82 


Carried  forward 


$335,111.74 
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Brought  forward  $335,111.74 


Removing  Snow  f7  Ice 

Superintendent  1,113.00 

Labor  7,729.60 

Hired  'trucks,  plows,  etc.  10,180.83 

Sand  and  salt  6,876.27 

Repairs  and  Equipment  2,202.92 
Gas  and  Oil         "  980.62  29,083.24 

Appropriated  28,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  1,083. 24 

29,083.24 

Expended  29,083.24 

Chapter  81  Maintenance: 

Superintendent  917 . 00 

Labor  8,020.20 

Tarvia,  Patch  and  Concrete  6,643.15 

Equipment  Rental  2,872.00 

Sand,  gravel  and  stone  2,093.97 
Culverts  261.12 
Machinery  Fund  752.00 
Posts  40.00  21,599.44 

Appropriated  7,200.00 

Borrowed  from  Surplus  rev.  14,400.00 

21,600.00 

Expended  21,599.44 

.56 

Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance: 

Asphalt,  concrete  5,000.00  5,000.00 

Appropriated  5,000.00 

Expended  5,000.00   


Carried  forward 


$390,794.42 
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Brought  forward 


$390,794.42 


CRARITIES 


General  Relief: 
Provisions 
Fuel 

Appropriated 

Expended  -  Welfare  Approp. 


225.00 
55.38 


280.38 


2,000.00 
280.38 
1,719.62 


Trans,  to  O.A.A. 
Trans,  to  M.A.A. 
Trans,  to  Revenue 


500.00 
1,000.00 

219.62 
1,719.62 


Welfare  Administration 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 


600.00 
486.18 
113.82 


486.1! 


Expended  -  Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund 
Expended  -  David  Cumming  Charity  Fund 
Expended  -  Deborah  Kimball  Fund 


836.00 
842.00 
10.00 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  3,810.69 

Appropriated  1,000.00 

Expended  4,810.69 

Trans,  to  M.A.A.  500.00 
Trans,  to  O.A.A.  500.00 
U.S.  Grants  carried  forwrd3810. 69 

4810.69 

Old  Age  Assistance  Administration:  702.00 
Local  Expense  50.00 
Central  Essex  Welfare  Dist.  652.00 

702.00 

Appropriated  702.00 

Expended  702.00   


Carried  forward 


$393,950.98 
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Brought  forward  $393,950.98 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons:  3,650.79 
U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  1,149.00 
Appropriated       "  4,000.00 
U.  S.  Grants  546.50 

5,695.50 

Expended  3,650.79 

2,044.71 


U.S.  Grants  carried  forward  1,695.50 
Trans,  to  Medical  Aid  49.21 
Trans,  to  Revenue  300.00 

2,044.71 


Old  Age  Assistance:  3,239.36 
Cash  Grants  2,864.01 
Board  and  Care  375.35 

3,239.36 


U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  14,018.16 

Appropriated       ~  2,000.00 

U.S.  Grants  2,598.50 

Refunds  81.02 

Transferred  from  Welfare  500.00 

Transferred  from  A.D.C.  500.00 


19,697.68 


U.  S.  Grants  Expended  252.40 
Approp.  Expended  2,986.96  3239.36 

16,458.32 

U.S.  Grants  carried  forward  16,364.26 
Trans,  to  Revenue  94. 06 

16,458.32 


Carried  forward 


$400,841.13 
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Brought  forward  $400,841.13 


Medical  Aid 

Board  and  Care  23,967.24 

Cash  Grants  255.00  24,222.24 

U.S.  Grants  brought  forward - 

16,246.68 

Appropriated  10,000.00 

Audit  adjustment  247.47 

U.S.  Grants  13,761.57 

Trans,  from  Welfare  1,000.00 

Trans,  from  A.D.C.  500.00 

Trans,  from  D.A.  300.00 

Reimbursements  324.18 

42,379.90 

Expended  24,222.24 
U.S.  Grants  carried 

forward  -  18,157.66 

Veterans'  Benefits  4,502.92 

Appropriated  5,000.00 

Expended  4,502.92 

Trans,  to  Revenue  497.08 


EDUCATION  and  LIBRARY 

School  (for  detailed  analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report) 
Administration  15,099.60 
Appropriated  15,169.00 
Expended  15,099.60 
Trans,  to  Revenue  69.40 

Instruction  280,203.91 
Appropriated  281,404.00 
Expended  280,203.91 
1,200.09 

Trans,  to  Sch.IV  2  450.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue  750.09 


1,200.09 


Carried  forward 


295,303.51 


$429,566.29 
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Brought  forward  $295,303.51  $429,566.29 

Other  School  Services  40,670.06 
Appropriated  41,247.00 
Expended  40,670.06 

576.94 

Trans,  to  Revenue  440.44 
Bal.  carried  forward  136. 50 

576.94 

Operation  §  Maintenance  of  Plant  42,306.37 
Balance  brought  forwd.  602.00 
Appropriated  41,712.00 
Trans,  from  Sen.  II  450.00 
Overpayment  24. 50 

42,788.50 

Expended  42,306.37 

482.13 

Trans,  to  Revenue  32.13 
Bal.  carried  forward  450.00 

482.13 

Community  Services  1,339.52 

Appropriated  1,850.00 

Expended  1,339.  .52 

Trans,  to  Revenue  '  510.48 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  1,031.69 

Balance  Drought  forward  188.50 

Appropriated  855. 00 

1,043.50 

Expended  1,031.69 
Trans,  to  Revenue  11.81 
Programs  with  other  Districts  2,599.78 
Appropriated  2,610.00 
Expended  2,599.78 
Trans,  to  Revenue  10.22 


Total  School  Appropriations  $383,250.93  $383,250.93 

Special  Milk  and  Lunch  Fund  36,067.52 

School  Lunch  Receipts  25,896.24 

Federal  Reimbursements  9,491.57 

Balance  brought  forward  2,255.17 

37,642.98 

Expended  36,067.52 

Balance  carried  forward  1,575.46 


Carried  forward 


$848,884.74 
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Brought  forward  $848,884.74 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  26.00 

Balance  brought  forward  247.11 

Appropriated  100.00 

347.11 

Expended  26.00 

Balance  carried  forward  321.11 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  1951,  1954,  1962 

Interest  16,290.00 

Appropriated  16,290.00 

Expended  16,290.00 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  1951,  1954,  1962 

Principal  45,000.00 

Appropriated  45,000.00 

Expended    *  45,000.00 

New  Steward  School  Constr. 

Balance  brought  forward  172.53 

Balance  carried  forward  172.53 

National  Defense  Education:  1,354.20 

Balance  brought  forward  678.00 

Public  Law  864  692.57 

1,370.57 

Expended  1,354.20 

Balance  carried  forward  16.37 

Regional  District  Control  408,550.57 
General  Control 

Appropriated  408,550.57 
Expended  408,550.57 

Debt  Interest  and  Planning  67,533.42 

Appropriated  67,533.42 

Expended  67,533.42 

School  Federal  Aid  X  9,865.26 

Balance  brought  forward  6,332.25 

Public  Law  #874  9,897.00 

16,229.25 

Expended  9,865.26 

Balance  carried  forward  6,363.99 

School  -  Special  Title  I  2,595.52 

Public  Law  89-10  4,600.00 

Expended  2,595.52   

Balance  carried  forward  2,004.48 

Carried  forward  $1,400,099.71 
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Brought  forward  $1,400,099.71 

Regional  School  -  Architectural  §  Professional  Services  14,063.00 
Appropriated  14,063.00 
Expended  14,063.00 

Proctor  School  Boiler  Repairs  859.20 
Balance  brought  forward  859.20 
Expended       ~  859.20 

Library 

Librarian  4,999.92 

Assistant  Librarians  7,133.96 

Janitor  1,200.00 

Books  3,833.49 

Fuel  570.87 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  826.50 

Water    ~  40.00 

Janitor's  supplies  S5.52 

Electricity    "  364.73 

Telephone  167.75 

Maintenance  §  repairs  47.22 

Furniture  and  equipment  100.00 

Expended  -  Trust  Funds  1,045.83  20,385.79 

Town  appropriation  18,870.00 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  325.00 
Henry  F.  Long  Library 

Fund  27.50 
J.  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  693.33 
Reimbursement  -  School  836.75 

20,752.58 

Expended  20,385.79 
Trans,  to  Revenue  366. 79 


Note:    Analysis  of  the  Expenditures  charged  against  the  town  approp- 
riation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is 
on  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 

1966  Special  Library  Alterations  23,693.45 
Bond  Proceeds  30,000.00 

Expended  23,693.45   

Balance  carried  forward    6,306. 55 


Carried  forward 


$1,459,11)1.15 
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Brought  forward 


$1,459,101.15 


RECREATION  and  UNCLASSIFIED 


Town  Reports 

Printing  and  clerical 
Distribution 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Audit  Adj . 

Trans,  to  Rev. 


1,135.41 
45.00 


1,800.00 

1,180.41 
400.00 
1,580.41  1,580.41 
219.59 


1,180.41 


Park  Department: 
Labor 

Flag  and  painting  pole 
Gas,  oil  and  repairs 
Equipment  rental 
Feeding  trees 
Xmas  tree 
Loam 

Fertilizer 
Misc.  supplies 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Trans,  to  Rev. 


2,554.00 
199.64 
304.32 
213.00 
235.00 
66.00 
83.00 
412.66 
88.62 


4,275.00 
4,156.24 
118.76 


4,156.24 


Memorial  Day: 

Music  and  Sound 

Flowers,  plants,  use  of  truck 

Refreshments 

Flags  and  Decorating  Material 
Headquarters  and  Service  Battery 
Speaker 

Salvation  Army  Band 

Appropriated 
Expended 
Trans,  to  Rev. 


750.00 
747.57 
2.43 


25.00 
202.00 
159.57 
36.00 
75.00 
25.00 
225.00 


747.57 


Carried  forward 

$1,465,185.37 
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Brought  forward 


$1,465,185.37 


Insurance 

Balance  brought  forward 
Appropriated 
Workmen's  Comp.  refund 

Expended 


11,184.49 


600.00 
13,100.00 
910.14 
14,610.14 
11,184.49 
3,425.65 


Trans,  to  Revenue 
Balance  carried  forward 

Essex  County  Mosquito  Control 
Balance  brought  forward 
Appropriated 
Raised  -  Assessment 

Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 
Recreation  Facilities 

Balance  brought  forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 
1966  Motor  Excise  Bills 
Raised  -  Assessment 
Expended 


2,625.65 
800.00 
3,425.65 


78.95 
700.00 
1,826.94 
2,605.89 
1,928.52 
677.37 

1,407.33 
2,715.00 
4,122.33 
2,552.66 
1,569.67 

454.80 
454.80 


1,928.52 


2,552.66 


454.80 


1958  Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  brought  forward 
Balance  carried  forward 


362.16 
362.16 


Veterans'  Service  Center 
Appropriated 
Expended 


1,160.00 
1,160.00 


1,160.00 


Essex  County  Retirement  Assessment 
Appropriated 
Expended 


16,840.92 
16,840.92 


16,840.92 


Interest- Short  Term  Notes 
Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 


2,000.00 
980.56 
2,980.56 
2,980.56 


2,980.56 


Carried  forward 


$1,502,287.32 
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Brought  forward 

Tuberculosis  Fund 

State  Withholding  Tax 

Federal  Withholding  Tax 

Essex  County  Retirement  Board 

Dog  Licenses  to  County 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuity  Account 

1966  County  of  Essex  Tax 

Raised  -  Assessment 

Audit  Adj . 

Expended 

Underestimate  forward 

Refunds : 

1965  Real -Estate 

1966  Real  Estate 

1965  Motor  Excise 

1966  Motor  Excise 
Est.  Receipts 


$1,502,287.32 

1,541.83 

7,787.57 
59,321.18 

7,517.59 
987.00 

6,465.00 
35,954.27 

35,954.27 

2,866.30 
33,087.97 
35,954.27 

2,866.30 


96.00 
7,271.35 
1,234.24 
4,886.55 

46.28  13,534.42 


North  Shore  Child  Guidance  Center  325.00 
Appropriated  325.00 
Expended  325.00 

Sub- Committee  for  review  of  Business  and  Industrial  Areas 
Appropriated  280.00 
Balance  carried  forward  280.00 


Planning  Board-Updating  Town  Maps,  Street  Numbering  289.55 
Balance  carried  forward  144.25 
Appropriated  550.00 

694.25 

Expended  289.55 
Balance  carried  forward  404. 70 


Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense  Relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 

Balance  brought  forward  1,449.75 

Appropriated  1,350.00 

Balance  carried  forward  2,799.75 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense  138.17 

Appropriated  150.00 

Expended  138.17   

Trans,  to  Revenue  11. 83 


Carried  forward 


$1,636,148.90 
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Brought  forward 

1964  New  Municipal  Building  Committee 
Balance  brought  forward 
Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


407.87 
240.00 
167.87 


$1,636,148.90 
240.00 


Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance 
Appropriated 

Reimbursements  from  Blue  Cross 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

1966  Auditing  Municipal  Accounts 

Raised  -  Assessment 

Expended 

1966  State  Parks  and  Reservations 
Raised  -  Assessment 
Expended 

Underestimate  carried  forward 


5,000.00 
732.45 
489.66 
6,222.11 
6,222.11 


1,168.40 
1,168.40 


3;277. 72 
3,990.87 
713.15 


6,222.11 


1,168.40 


3,990.87 


Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund 
Balance  brought  forward 
Balance  carried  forward 


1,200.00 
1,200.00 


Tailing  Account 

Balance  brought  forward 
Outstanding  checks 

Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


12.50 


290.22 
19.50 

309.72 
12.50 

297.22 


Special  Drainage  Committee 
Balance  carried  forward 
Appropriated 
Reimbursement 

Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


5,180.32 
6,000.00 
628.12 
11,808.44 
4,607.99 
7,200.45 


4,607.99 


Water  Bonds  -  Interest  1949,  1956,  1961 

Appropriated  1,868.75 
Expended  1,868.75 


1,868.75 


Carried  forward 


$1,654,259.52 
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Brought  forward 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal  1949 . 
Appropriated 
Expended 


1956,  1961 


Christian  Lantz  Real  Estate  Purchase 

Appropriated 

Balance  carried  forward 
Trust  Fund  Bond  Maturity 
Topsfield  Cemetery  Account 
Deposits  -  C.P.C.  Bequests 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Grave  Care: 

Appropriated 

Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 
Massachusetts  Ba^  Transportation 
Raised-  Assessment 
Expended 

UnderestiiTiate  carried  forward 
Metropolitan  Planning  Area 
Raised-  Assessment 
Expended 

Underestimate  carried  forward 
Cemeteries 
Water 
Labor 
Gravel 
Gas  and  Oil 
Electricity 
Supplies 
Repairs,  upkeep 
Gate 
Seed 

Equipment  Rental 
Roads  upkeep 

Appropriated  5,927.00 
Sales  of  Lots  Approp.  100.00 

6,027.00 

Expended  5,773.64 
Trans,  to  Rev.  253. 36 

.6,027.00 
Endowed  Lots  Income  Expended 
So. Side  Cemetery  Income  Expended 


13,000.00 
13,000.00 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 


50.00 
49.00 
1.00 

181.37 
181.38 
.01 

132.50 
146.20 
13.70 

40.00 
,804.75 

35.12 
156.02 

12.00 
109.45 
251.04 

40.00 
137.76 
492.00 

97.20 


5,773.64 


1,293.50 
108.20 
7,175.34 


$1,654,259.52 
13,000.00 


2,000.00 
1,621.00 
1,745.00 
49.00 


181.38 


146.20 


7,175.34 


Carried  forward 


$1,680,177.44 
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Brought  forward  $1,680,177.44 

Blue  Cross  5,295.16 
Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  555.20 

Bond  Issue  -  Premium  §  Interest  Account 

Premium  566.58 
Interest  447.30 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer   42. 62 

1,056.50 

Expended  1,056. 50 

Short  Term  Note  200,000.00 
Appropriated  200 ,000.00 

Expended  200,000.00 

General  Library  Fund  293.80 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  157.48 

John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  325.86 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  645.00 

Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund  376.61 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  1,319.12 

So.  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  42.50  3,160.37 

Total  Expenditures  1,890,244.67 
Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1966  490,094.35 

$2,380,339.02 


RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  7,500.00 

Interest  -  Short  Term  Note  980.56 

Group  Hospital  $  Life  489.66 

Fire  Department  243.45 

Census  Listing  76.03 

Wiring  Inspector  200.00 

General  Highway  60.84 

Bond  Premium  Account  42.62 

Snow  §  Ice  Removal  1,083.24  3,176.40 

Trans,  to  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 

$  4,323.60 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1966 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  bank  -  General  490,094.35 
Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  2,612.59 


Tuberculosis  Fund  4,231.66  $496,938.60 


Accounts  Receivable: 

1966  Personal 

193.06 

1966  Real  Estate 

18,736.43 

18,929.49 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise: 

1965 

855.09 

1966 

10,515.19 

11,370.28 

Departmental : 

School  Department 

56.64 

Cemetery  Department 

173.00 

229.64 

Water  Rates 

2,136.02 

Water  Connections 

334.20 

State  §  County  Aid  to  Highways 

27,450.00 

Loans  Authorized  -  Not  Issued 

160.00 

Taxes  in  Litigation 

688.00 

Mass.  Bay  Transportation  U.E. 

.01 

Metropolitan  Planning  Areas  U.E. 

13.70 

1966  State  Parks  §  Reservations  U.E. 

713.15 

1966  County  Tax  U.E. 

2,866.30 

$561,829.39 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1966 

LIABILITIES  and  RESERVES 

Revolving  Funds: 

Special  School  Lunch  Fund  1,575.46 

School  Federal  Aid  6,363.99 

Old  Age  Assistance-U.S.  Grants  16,364.26 

Medical  Aid-U.S.  Grants  18,157.66 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons -U.S.  Grants  1,695.50 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children-U.S.  Grants  3,810.69 

School  National  Defense  Education  16.37 

School  -  Special  Title  I  2,004.48     $  49,988.41 

Appropriations  Balances : 

Civil  Defense  2,021.81 

New  Office  Equipment  22.60 

Elections  304.23 

Town  Hall  Remodelling  5,778.41 

Police  Department  1,146.65 

Police  1966  New  Cruiser  80.45 

Campmeeting  Rd.  Ext.-  Water  7,177.28 

1966  Add'l.  Wellfields  §  Station  87,235.00 

Land  Purchase  133.48 

Chap.  90  Construction  1966  289.82 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  321.11 

Steward  School  Construction  1961  172.53 

Real  Estate  Revaluation  362.16 

Insurance  800.00 

Conservation  Commission  4,858.99 

Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 

School,  3000  136.50 

School,  4000  450.00 

Recreation  Facilities  1,569.67 

1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  7,200.45 
Mosquito  Control  677.37 
Library- Special  Alterations  6,306.55 

1964  Municipal  Building  Committee  167.87 
Christian  Lantz  Real  Estate  Purchase  1,000.00 
Planning  Board-updating  maps  and 

Street  Numbers  404.70 
Planning  Board-misc.  Zoning  By-Law 

Expenses  2,799.57 
Sub- Committee  for  review  of  Business 

Industrial  Areas  560.00  13S,301.20 


Carried  forward 


$185,289.61 
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Brought  forward  $185,289.61 

Sale  of  Cemetery  Lots  2,612.59 

Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund  1,200.00 

failings  '297.22 

Tuberculosis  Fund  4,231.66 


■Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 

Road  Machinery  6,256.82 

Library  Receipts  -  State  Grant  1,675.50 

(Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus  54,879.82 

|1965  Mosquito  Control  Assessment  Adjustment  1,490.60 

[1965  Metropolitan* Planning  Assessment  Adjustment  132.50 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 

Levy  of  1962  430.00 

Levy  of  1963  258.00 

Levy  of  1966  15,392.11 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise  11,370.28 

Departmental  229.64 

Water  Revenue  2,470.22 

State  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue  27,450.00  57,600.25 

{Surplus  Revenue  246,162.82 


$561,829.39 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

ANNAH  PINGREE  CHARITY 

Sav.  Bank  Securities  Total 

Dec.  31,  1965                       5,276.22  4,822.87  10,099.09 

Dec.  31,  1966                       5,051.14  4,822.87  9,874.01 

Receipts 

Income  610.92 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965    5,276.22  5,887.14 


Payments 

Welfare  836.00 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966    5,051.14  5,887.14 


Cash  and  Securities 
1    Norfolk  §  Western  R.R.  1996  4% 

30  shs.  Perm  R.R. 

31  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 
50    shs.  National  Shawmut  Bank,  Boston 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


1,000.00 
1,696.08 
1,014.29 
1,112.50 
5,051.14 

5,477.82 
4,396.19 


9,874.01 
9,874.01 


GEORGE  FRANCIS  DOW  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 

Receipts 

Income  45.33 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965  1,050.07 


Payments 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Sav.  Bank 

1,050.07 

1,095.40 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
unexpended  Income 


Cash  and  Securities 


1,000.00 
95.40 


Total 

1,050.07 

1,095.40 


1,095.40 

1,095.40 

1,095.40 
1,095.40 
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DAVID  CUMMINGS  CHARITY 

Sav.  Bank  Securities  Total 

Dec.  31,  1965  13,468.79  5,669.63  19,138.42 

Dec.  31,  1966  13,852.31  5,669.63  19,521.94 

Receipts 

Income  1,225.52 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965  13,468.79  14,694.31 

Payments 

Welfare  Dept.  842.00 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  13,852.31  14,694.31 

Cash  and  Securities 
100  shs.  United  Shoe  Machinery  Corp.  2,500.00 
92  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  3,169.63 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  13,852.31  19,521.94 

Principal  10,328.88 

unexpended  Income  9,193.06  19,521.94 


C.  J.  PEABODY  SCHOOL 
Sav.  Bank 

Dec.  31,  1965  821.70  821.70 

Dec.  31,  1966  858.54  858.54 

Receipts 

Income  36.84 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965  821.70  858.54 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  858.54 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Savings  Bank  858.54 
Principal  500.00 

unexpended  Income  358.54  858.54 
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Dr.  Justin  Allen 
Daniel  A.  Gal loupe 
Sarah  S.  Edwards 

Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 


GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUND 
Bequeathed  by 


Sav.  Bank 
848.94 
1,181.40 


Ellen  Morgan 
Albert  A.  Conant 
Sidney  Merriam 
Securities  Total 


7,462.90 
7,462.90 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Receipts 

332.46 

848.94 

Payments 
700.00 


Cash  and  Securities 

27  shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co.  462.90 

1  U.S.  Gov't.  Bond  154-1969  2h%  5,000.00 

2  U.S.  Treasury  1972,  2h%  2,000.00 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  1,181.40 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


7,935.49 
708.81 


8,511.84 
8,644.30 

1,181.40 
1,181.40 


8,644.30 
8,644.30 


STABILIZATION  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1965  87,048.22  87,048.22 

Dec.  31,  1966  90,799.04  90,799.04 

Receipts 

Income  3,750.82 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965  87,048.22  90,799.04 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  90,799.04 

Cash  and  Securities 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  36,451.01 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank  54,348.03  90,799.04 


Principal  74,000.00 
Unexpended  Income  16,799.04 


90,799.04 
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MOSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Sav.  Bank 

4,262.51 

4,278.80 

Receipts 
341.29 
4,262.51 

Payments 
325.00 
4,278.80 


Securities 

1,988.43 

1,988.43 


Cash  and  Securities 
1    Texas  and  Pacific  R.R.      2,000       5%  1,000.00 
27    shs.    1st  National  Bank,  Boston  988.43 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  4,278.80 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


5,599.84 
667.39 


Total 

6,250.94 

6,267.23 


4,603.80 
4,603.80 

6,267.23 
6,267.23 


MONUMENT  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1965  1,703.15  1,703.15 

Dec.  31,  1966  1,776.29  1,776.29 

Receipts 

Income  73.14 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965      1,703.15  1,776.29 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  1,776.29 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  1,776.29 

Principal  914.65 

Unexpended   Income  861.64  1,776.29 
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JOHN  A.  LAMSON  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Sav.  Bank 

2,875.22 

2,663.55 

Receipts 
481.66 
2,875.22 

Payments 
693.33 
2,663.55 


Securities 

4,095.31 

4,095.31 


Cash  and  Securities 

2  N.Y.C.  §  H.R.R.  1997  2,000.00 

45  shs.  National  Shawmut  Bank,  Boston  1,104.02 

32  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  991.29 

Haverhill  Savings  Ban1'  2,663. 55 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


6,175.16 
583.70 


Total 

6,970.53 

6,758.86 


3,356.88 
3,356.88 

6,758.86 
6,758.86 


HONOR  ROLL  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 

Dec.  31,  1965                              194.55  194.55 

Dec.  31,  1966                              203.25  203.25 

Receipts 

Income  8.70 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965         194.55  203.25 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  203.25 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Savings  Bank  203.25 
Principal  100.00 

Unexpended  Income                      103. 25  203.25 
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GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PARK 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1965  528.76  528.76 

Dec.  31,  1966  552.08  552.08 

Receipts 

Income  23.32 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965         528.76  552.08 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  552.08 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  552.08 

Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income  52.08  552.08 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  COMMON 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1965  565.08  565.08 

Dec.  31,  1966  590.02  590.02 

Receipts 

Income  24.94 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965         565.08  590.02 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  590.02 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  590.02 
Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income  90.02  590.02 
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CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 


Bond  Maturity 

Income 

Bequests 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965 


Cemetery  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 


1966 


Sav.  Bank 
22,404.99 
27,509.33 

Receipts 

2,000.00 
2,652.84 
1,745.00 
22,404.99 

Payments 

1,293.50 
27,509.33 


Securities 

18,328.57 

16,328,57 


Total 

40,733.56 

43,837.90 


28,802.83 


28,802.83 


Cash  and  Securities 


220  shs.  Irving  Trust  Company 
2  Southern  R.R.  Bonds,  1994  5% 
2  Northern  Pacific  R.R.  1997  4% 

1,000  U.  S.  Treasury  1972  1% 

12  shs.  Perm  R.R.  Co. 

30  shs.  Am.  Tel.  %  Tel.  Co. 

17  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 

104  shs.  1st  National  City  Bank,  N.Y. 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank 


3,897.72 
2^000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 
608.96 
574.89 
572.96 
5,674.04 
27,509.33 


43,837.90 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


38,043.85 
5,794.05 


43,837.90 
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SOUTH  SIDE  CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec,   31  1966 


Income 


Sav.  Bank 

908.69 

881.98 

Receipts 
81.49 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965  908.69 


Cemetery  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Payments 
108.20 
881.98 


Securities 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 


Cash  and  Securities 


N.Y.C.  $  H.  R.R.  1997  3%% 
1  Texas  and  Pacific  R.R.  Co, 
Danvers  Savings  Bank 


2000  5^ 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 
881.98 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


2,237.14 
644.84 


Total 

2,908.69 

2,881.98 


990.18 
990.18 

2,881.98 
2,881.98 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY 


December  31,  1965 
December  31,  1966 


Sav.  Bank 

697.39 

727.33 


Total 
697.39 
727.33 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec 


31,  1965 


Receipts 
29.94 
697.39 


727.33 


Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  727.33 

Cash  and  Securities 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  727.33 


Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income  227.33  727.33 
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Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 


HENRY  F.  LONG  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav .  Bank 

510.78 
505.32 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1965 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Receipts 
22.04 
510.78 

Payments 
27.50 
505.32 


Cash  and  Securities 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


375.00 
130.32 


Total 

510.78 
505.32 


532.82 


532.82 


505.32 


505.32 


DEBORAH  KIMBALL  CENTENNIAL  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1965 
Dec.  31,  1966 


Income 

Cash  Balance  1965 


Sav.  Bank 

526.32 

538.91 

Receipts 
22.59 
526.32 


Total 

526.32 

538.91 


548.91 


Welfare  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Payments 
10.00 
538.91 


548.91 


Cash  and  Securities 


Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


515.38 
23.53 


538.91 


538.91 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 
Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  March,  1967,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following 
articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1967  and  January  1,  1968,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes 
as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess,  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Department. 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees. 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(e)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 
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Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1, 
1967. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth     To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess,  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a 
sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Eleventh    Tu  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the 
treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  tunds,  a  sum  of  money 
for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  as  provided  in  Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1965, 
a  total  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Ninety-four  and  89/100 
($3,794.89)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and 
appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said 
Acts . 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  ($3,000.)  Dollars,  with  which 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Police  De- 
partment, with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  a  vehicle  to  be 
used  as  a  police  cruiser,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  sell  the  Highway  Department's  1955  Chevrolet  Dump  Truck, 
and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Seven  Thousand 
($7,000.)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to  purchase 
for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner, 
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a  dump  truck,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  sell  the  19S5  Highway  Department's  Good  Roads  Sander, 
and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Twenty-five 
Hundred  ($2,500.)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to 
purchase  for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Commissioner,  a  highway  sander,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  installing  new  culverts  in  the  area  of  Prospect  Street, 
adjacent  to  the  existing  culverts  under  Prospect  Street  on  Cleaveland 
Brook;  such  funds  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Drainage 
Committee. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Normandy  Row" 
and  "Maple  Lane"  as  public  ways,  in  accordance  with  the  locations, 
boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  ways  as  laid  out,  altered  or 
relocated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  plans  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  gratuitous  conveyance  of 
said  ways,  and  name  them  "Normandy  Row"  and  "Maple  Lane,"  as  indicated 
on  said  plans. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote,  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  401,  Acts  of  1966,  General  Laws,  to  extend  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  coverage  now  carried  by  the  Town  to  include  certain 
elected  and/or  appointed  officials  of  the  Town. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  grants  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1965  and  1966,  said  grants  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such 
purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grants. 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Park 
Department  to  sell  its  mowing  machine  and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  for  the  Park  Department,  a 
power  mower,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Cemetery  Department  to  purchase 
a  four  wheel  riding  tractor  with  a  rotary  cutting  blade  attachment 
and  any  other  attachments,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Cemetery 
Department  a  h  ton  pick-up  truck,  said  purchase  to  be  made  by  the 
Cemetery  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  lease  from  The  Videtta 
Corporation,  of  Peabody,  for  the  purpose  of  dumping  cesspool  and 
septic  tank  sludge  effluent  and  waste,  a  two  acre  parcel  of  land, 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  property  line  between  land  of  the 
Town  of  Topsfield  and  that  of  The  Videtta  Corporation,  which 
point  is  four  hundred  seventy- three  (473')  feet,  S.  55°  56'  East 
of  the  former  property  of  the  Boston  §  Maine  Railroad  measured  on 
said  line;  the  area  leased  is  bounded  by  a  line  running  NORTH  38° 
45'  EAST  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred  seventy-seven  (277')  feet 
to  a  point  Southeasterly  from  Hovey  Road  as  laid  out  on  a  plan 
entitled,  "Proposed  Development  West  of  Pye  Brook,"  thence 
SOUTH  55°    56'    EAST  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred  fifty  (250') 
feet,  more  or  less,  to  the  rear  corner  of  Lot  No.  52  on  said 
plan,  and  continuing  on  the  same  course  about  two  hundred,  twenty 
(220')  feet  to  a  ditch  by  other  land  of  The  Videtta  Corporation; 
thence  Southwesterly  along  said  ditch  to  the  boundary  of  the  first- 
mentioned  Town  property  approximately  two  hundred  seventy- seven 
(277')  feet;  thence, 

Northwesterly  along  said  property  line  about  four  hundred  seventy 
(470')  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning, 

the  terms  of  the  said  lease  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Health  which  shall  regulate  the  use  of  the  said  area,  the 
Town  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to 
carry  out  the  purposes  of  any  action  voted  hereunder. 

Twenty -fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and/or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Three 
Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($3,500.)  Dollars  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  storage  building 
adjacent  to  the  existing  pumping  station,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Twenty -sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  office  furniture  in  the  Town  Hall, 
said  purchase  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  and  use  as 
a  public  playground  or  recreation  center,  under  General  Laws,  Chapter 
45,  5  14,  land  owned  by  it  on  Grove  Street,  and  purchased  by  it  in 
1954  and  1955,  or  any  other  Town-owned  land,  and  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  construction  of  tennis  courts  on  said  land,  the  said  construction 
to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Twenty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  equipping,  operating  and  maintaining  a 
communications  center,  and  in  meeting  said  appropriation  to  transfer 
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a  sum  of  money  from  that  appropriated  for  the  Police  Department  appro- 
priation, to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from  that  appropriated  for  the 
Fire  Department  appropriation,  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from  that 
appropriated  for  the  Town  officers'  expenses  appropriation,  and  to 
raise,  assess  and  appropriate  an  additional  sum  of  money  for  said 
purpose,  said  operations  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the 
Assessors  to  tdke  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax 
levy  for  the  current  year. 

Thirtieth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans - 
fer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

Thirty-first    To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  with  respect  to 
rescinding  the  unused  portion,  which  is  One  Hundred  Sixty  ($160) 
Dollars,  of  the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  voted  under  Article  27  of  the 
1966  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Thirty- second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement 
conveyed  by  Thomas  Ralph  to  the  Town  over  his  land  at  20  Washington 
Street,  Topsfield. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  unexpended 
balance  of  One  Hundred  Seventy- two  and  53/100  ($172.53)  Dollars  of 
the  1961  Steward  School  appropriation,  to  be  applied  against  the 
principal  of  the  maturing  debt  for  the  Steward  School  loan  due  in 
1967,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- fourth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
($1,000.)  Dollars  to  be  used  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  survey  of  the  need  for  posting  speed  signs  and  for 
the  purchase  of  such  signs  as  are  necessary. 

Thirty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
($1,000.)  Dollars  to  be  spent  by  the  Police  Department  for  guards 
at  the  School  crossing  on  Colrain  Road. 

Thirty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law,  of  the  cost  of 
providing  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may  be 
residents  of  the  Town. 
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Thirty -seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Law 
as  amended. 

Thirty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Depart- 
ment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered 
to  the  School  Department. 

.And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to 
vote  in  election  of  Town  officers  to  meet  at  the  Fire  Station  on 
Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  March,  1967,  at  seven  o'clock  A.M.  to 
bring  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers: 

Moderator  for  one  year 

One  Selectman  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

One  member  of  Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  three  years 

One  member  of  Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  two  years 

Road  Commissioner  for  one  year 

Constable  for  one  year 

One  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

Two  Trustees  for  Town  Library  for  three  years 

One  Trustee  for  Town  Library  for  two  years 

One  Trustee  for  Town  Library  for  one  year 

One  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  member  of  Planning  Board  for  five  years 
Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 

One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  A.M.  to  7  o'clock  P.M. 

.And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copiej 

thereof,  one  at  the  Post-Off ice,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at 

each  of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at 
least  before  the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 
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Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- 
said. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  thirtieth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty- seven. 

GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
WILLIAM  G.  EVANS 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 


A  true  copy. 


Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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PERCENTAGE  COMPARISON 
PROPOSED  1967  BUDGET  VS.  ACTUAL  1966 
APPROPRIATION  EXPENDITURES 


1966 


1967 


MASCONOMET 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL 


SCHOOL  DEPT. - 
ELEMENTARY 


HIGHWAYS 


MATURING 
BONDS 


PROTECTION  OF 
PERSONS&PROPERTY 


GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 


WATER 

DEPARTMENT 


MATURING  DEBT  & 
INTEREST 


CHARITIES 
UNCLASSIFIED 


LIBRARY 


PENSIONS 


HEALTH  & 
SANITATION 


RECREATION 


CEMETERY 


SOLDIER'S 
BENEFIT 


PLANNING 
BOARD 


J  36.65 


39.28 


I  5.89 


2.72 

2.05 
2.04 

Z)  1.63 
2.01 

ZD  1.53 
^.68 

□  1.47 
1.58 

□  1.42 
.35 

□  1.30 
1.34 


1.09 

.52 
.58 

.55 
.47 

.44 
.44 


.03 
.16 


2  29.51 
28.74 


50 


PERCENT  OF  BUDGET 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


155 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

With  the  belief  that  knowledge  helps  bring  mutual  understanding  the 
Finance  Committee  has  tried  to  focus  greater  public  attention  upon 
its  activities  during  the  past  year.    Not  only  have  we  publicized 
our  meeting  dates  in  advance,  but  we  have --through  the  medium  of  the 
press --reported  the  highlights  of  our  meetings.    We  hope  this  has 
been  helpful  to  Town  residents. 

As  the  Town  continues  to  grow  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult 
to  be  intimately  familiar  with  the  activities,  plans  and  problems 
of  all  Town  departments  and  committees.    In  an  attempt  to  overcome 
this  problem,  each  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  assigned 
liaison  responsibilities  for  two  or  more  Town  agencies  during  the 
past  year.    Although  this  placed  greater  demands  upon  the  time  of 
each  Finance  Committee  member,  we  feel  the  results  have  been  most 
beneficial  to  ourselves  and  the  departments  with  which  we  have  worked. 

Having  met  a  number  of  times  with  all  departments,  committees  and 
Town  officials  since  last  December,  we  have  scrutinized  all  proposed 
1967  expenditures  and  feel  our  recommendations  are  in  the  balanced 
best  interest  of  the  Town. 

The  cost  of  Town  government  continues  to  increase  as  everything  else 
in  this  day  and  age.    If  it  were  not  for  the  free  time  devoted  by 
many  loyal  citizens,  however,  and  the  dedicated  people  we  have  in  all 
phases  of  Town  government,  our  costs  would  be  considerably  higher. 

As  the  Town  growsso  do  the  services  required  to  support  it.  The 
problem  facing  Town  officials  and  the  Finance  Committee  continues  to 
be  one  of  assessing  the  true  need,  cost,  and  value  of  requests  in 
order  to  pare  the  size  of  the  Town  budget. 

GENERAL  BUDGET 

Town  Salaries 

During  preliminary  budget  meetings  with  Town  agencies,  it  became 
evident  that  something  needed  to  be  done  to  standardize  wage  rates 
for  Town  employees.    At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Selectmen  and  Finance 
Committee  a  standard  wage  rate  schedule  was  adopted  which  is  com- 
parable to  that  of  other  Towns  our  size.    For  the  most  part,  hourly 
rates  were  increased  by  ten  per  cent.    It  is  felt  that  we  now  have  a 
fair  and  equitable  base  from  which  all  future  adjustment  can  be  made. 

Conservation  Committee 

Although  the  dollar  amount  is  somewhat  insignificant  compared  to  other 
budget  items,  we  recommend  against  further  increase  in  the  Conserva- 
tion Department's  Revolving  Fund.    The  basic  purpose  of  this  fund, 
which  now  amounts  to  approximately  $4800,  is  to  provide  the  Department 
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with  "option"  money  for  the  procurement  of  property.    Since  the  funds 
are  not  earmarked  for  any  specific  property  at  this  time,  we  feel 
that  the  current  balance  in  the  fund  is  adequate  to  cover  options  on 
reasonable  amounts  of  land.    The  fund  is  being  maintained,  however, 
so  that  if  conditions  warrant, the  Committee  can  act  quickly  to  secure 
options  on  desirable  property  without  waiting  months  for  a  special 
Town  Meeting. 

Civil  Defense 

In  another  attempt  to  minimize  1967  expenses,  we  recommend  that  the 
Civil  Defense  Revolving  Fund  be  eliminated.    The  current  balance, 
approximately  $2200  will  be  used  for  1967  operating  expenses.  As 
such,  no  new  money  is  being  budgeted  for  fiscal  1967. 

Police  Department 

With  vandalism  and  robberies  on  the  increase,  we  concur  with  the 
Selectmen's  request  for  the  addition  of  another  full-time  officer 
to  this  Department  and  the  addition  of  a  second  cruiser  (Article  14) . 
The  addition  of  another  man  will  make  it  possible  to  provide  24  hour 
police  protection  for  the  Town.    We  consider  this  most  necessary 
under  today's  conditions. 

Schools 

Members  of  the  Finance  Committee  have  attended  the  majority  of  the 
budget  meetings  held  by  the  Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  and  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School.    We  have  participated  in  their  meetings 
and  have  had  every  opportunity  to  ask  questions  and  make  recommenda- 
tions.   Consequently,  we  have  a  much  better  understanding  of  the 
problems  and  progress  of  our  schools.    We  commend  both  the  Topsfield 
and  Regional  School  Committees  for  their  cooperation. 

The  cost  of  operating  our  elementary  schools  is  expected  to  increase 
6.48%  over  last  year.    This  increase  is  due  primarily  to  increases 
in  salaries,  the  decision  to  establish  the  school  nurse  on  a  full-time 
basis,  and  the  addition  of  one  staff  member  for  the  1967-1968  school 
year.    The  average  pupil  enrollment  for  1966  was  877  and  is  projected 
at  925  for  1967.    Based  on  last  year's  appropriation  and  next  year's 
budget,  the  gross  per  pupil  cost  will  increase  $4.20.    This  compares 
with  the  $13.25  increase  of  the  previous  year,  which  is  indicative  of 
the  cost  consciousness  of  the  Elementary  School  Committee. 

The  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  gross  budget  is  up  10.3%  over 
last  year's  appropriation.    Here  again,  the  bulk  of  the  increase  is 
due  to  increased  salaries,  and  the  addition  of  teachers.    The  enroll- 
ment projected  for  September  1967  is  1604  pupils  as  versus  1506  as  of 
October  1,  1966--an  increase  of  98  pupils.    This  increased  enrollment, 
principally  in  the  senior  high  school,  will  result  in  an  estimated 
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six  additional  teachers.  Topsfield  enrollment  in  all  grades  was  619 
pupils  on  October  1,  1966  and  is  projected  at  646  as  of  September  1, 
1967- -an  increase  of  27  pupils. 

The  1967  assessment  to  be  leveled  on  member  towns  will  be  $1,362,900. 
Topsfield' s  share  will  be  41.10%  (for  619  students)  or  $560,151.90. 
This  compares  with  $476,083.99  last  year- -or  an  increase  of  $84,067.91 
Last  year  the  Regional  School  Committee  used  cash  reserves  to  reduce 
the  assessments  to  the  Town.    No  similar  cash  reserves  are  available 
this  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  is  in  basic  agreement  with  the  Regional  School 
District  budget.    The  rise  in  salaries  amount  to  the  lion's  share  of 
the  increase.    This  was  the  subject  of  much  debate  during  the  past 
year  and  consequently  was  diligently  studied  by  our  members  of  the 
School  Committee.    The  records  show  that  teacher  turnover  at  the 
School  was  higher  than  desired  and  that  salaries  were  somewhat  less 
than  required  to  attract  and  hold  some  of  the  more  experienced 
teachers.    Consequently,  we  have  found  ourselves  training  new  teachers 
only  to  have  them  leave  for  higher  paying  positions  after  they  gain 
experience.    Naturally,  this  increases  the  burden  and  cost  of  operat- 
ing the  School  and  more  important,  reduces  academic  standards. 

We  believe  the  salary  structure  that  has  been  established  is  reason- 
able and  competitive  within  the  state  of  Massachusetts.    We  hope  it 
is  the  answer  to  the  teacher  "turn-over"  problem. 

SPECIAL  ARTICLES 

The  Finance  Committee  supports  the  majority  of  the  Articles  listed  in 
the  1967  Warrant.    There  are,  however,  several  which  we  believe  are 
not  essential  or  necessary  at  this  time.    Our  recommendations  and  the 
underlying  reasons  for  these  recommendations  are  listed  under  each  of 
the  Articles  on  the  following  pages. 

OUTLOOK  FOR  TAXES 

Attempting  to  predict  the  tax  rate  is  a  tricky  business.    We  want  to 
emphasize  that  many  variables  affect  the  accuracy  of  this  calculation- 
our  assessed  valuation,  the  amount  the  assessors  put  aside  as  a 
reserve  against  tax  abatements  (the  "overlay") ,  the  size  of  State 
distributions  from  State  Income -and  Corporation  taxes  and  the  Sales 
tax,  and  finally  the  amounts  which  the  Town  Meeting  actually  votes  to 
spend.    As  of  this  date,  February  8,  1967,  this  information  is  not 
available. 

Using  a  rule  of  thumb  that  every  $20,000  of  expense  will  result  in  a 
$1.00  increase  in  the  tax  rate,  estimating  a  201  increase  in  Sales 
tax  receipts  over  last  year,  State  Income  and  Corporation  taxes  equal 
to  last  year's  receipts  and  Town  expenses  as  recommended  in  our  report 
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our  best  guess  at  this  time  is  that  the  1967  tax  rate  will  increase 
several  dollars.    We  hope  that  sufficient  information  will  be  avail- 
able before  the  Town  Meeting  so  that  a  more  specific  estimate  may  be 
possible. 


LOOKING  AHEAD 


A  look  into  the  future  holds  many  things- -some  of  which  are  inevitable 
and  others  which  are  sheer  speculation.    Among  the  inevitable  is  an 
addition  to  our  Regional  High  School.    It  is  expected  that  sometime 
within  the  next  three  months  a  special  Town  Meeting  will  be  called  to 
seek  funds  for  expansion  of  facilities  at  Masconomet.  Although 
planning  is  not  yet  complete  nor  figures  available,  we  have  been 
advised  that  something  in  excess  of  $2  million  will  be  requested. 
If  such  an  amount  is  approved  by  the  three  towns,  the  cost  of  this 
bond  issue  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield  for  next  year  will  amount  to 
approximately  a  $2.00  increase  in  the  tax  rate. 

Regarding  our  Elementary  Schools,  another  Kindergarten  class  is  being 
added  in  the  fall.    With  the  addition  of  this  class,  no  future 
facilities  exist  for  expansion.    Although  the  entrance  rate  of  students 
into  our  elementary  schools  has  slowed  down  somewhat,  we  believe  this 
is  temporary  and  that  some  expansion  of  these  facilities  will  be 
required  by  1970. 

While  on  the  subject  of  elementary  schools,  we  think  it  is  worthwhile 
to  point  out  that  the  conversion  of  furnaces  in  the  Proctor  School 
from  coal  to  oil  saves  the  Town  approximately  $1600  in  fuel  bills 
during  a  twelve-month  period.    We  commend  the  members  of  the  School 
Board  for  their  wisdom. 


Now  some  speculation.  With  further  Town  growth  anticipated,  we  fore- 
see future  needs  for  such  things  as: 


--Addition  to  the  Fire  Station  1970 

--Addition  to  or  new  Town  Garage  1970 

--New  Forestry- type  Fire-Fighting  Vehicle  1968/69 

--New  combination  pump  §  ladder  Fire  Vehicle  1970/71 
--Extension  of  Water  System  §  possibly  New 

Water  Storage  Tank  in  south  end  of  Town  1970/72 


In  short,  the  Town  is  in  good  financial  shape.    On  the  average,  we 
compare  well  in  all  respects  with  comparable  Towns  of  our  size  through 
out  the  Commonwealth.    Our  schools  continue  to  devour  the  largest 
amount  of  our  tax  dollars;  but  as  noted  earlier,  we  also  have  other 
rather  large  capital  expenditures  staring  us  in  the  face. 

It  appears  inevitable  that  something  other  than  State  and  Federal 
"hand- outs"  will  be  required  to  slow  down  the  increasing  tax  rate. 
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Unanticipated  expenditures  in  1966  which  were  covered  by  a  transfer 
from  the  RESERVE  FUND. 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  7,500.00 

Interest  short  term  note  980.56 

Group  Hospital  §  Life  489.66 

Fire  Department  243.45 

Census  Listing  76.03 

Wire  Inspector  200.00 

General  Highway  60.84 

Bond  Premium  Account  42.62 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal  1,083.24  3,176.40 

Trans,  to  overlay  surplus  reserve  4,323. 60 

Warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  With  Recommendations  of 
the  Finance  Committee. 


First.  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 


NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 


Second.    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 


NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 


Third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning 
January  1,  1967  and  January  1,  1968,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or 
notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  TOM  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TOWN 
TREASURER  TO  BORROW  MONEY,  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME,  UNDER 
THE  CONDITIONS  STATED  IN  THE  ARTICLE. 


It  becomes  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  when  the 
treasury  is  low,  to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  weekly 
needs  of  the  Town.    This  is  especially  true  during 
the  summer  months  before  the  real  estate  tax  returns 
have  been  received. 


Fourth.    To  raise,  assess,  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  high- 
ways and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensa- 
tion of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the 
manner  of  expending  same. 
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The  salaries  of  elected  officials  to  be  established 
at  the  following  amounts : 


Moderator 

$ 

30 

00 

Town  Clerk  $1, 

000 

00 

Selectmen 

Tree  Warden- aggregate  not 

Chairman 

400 

00 

to  exceed  $600.00  to  be 

Clerk 

800 

00 

charged  to  applicable  Moth, 

Other  member 

300 

00 

Shade  Tree,  and  Elm  Beetle 

Treasurer 

3 

,000 

00 

appropriations . 

Town  Collector 

3 

,000 

00 

Road  Commissioner  6, 

600 

00 

Assessors 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Chairman 

1 

,000 

00 

Chairman 

100 

00 

Clerk 

750 

00 

Clerk 

275 

00 

Other  member 

750 

00 

Other  member 

100 

00 

Planning  Board 

Chairman 

350 

00 

Clerk 

250 

00 
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WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

This  article  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the 
"Budget  Article,"  and  it  is  broken  down  into  many 
broad  categories  so  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
Town  can  be  more  easily  understood.    Several  of  the 
items  within  this  budget  have  been  discussed  in  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee.    The  budget  shows 
an  increase  of  approximately  $155,000  over  last 
year.    Major  items  that  have  contributed  to  this 
increase  are  our  Regional  School  assessment,  which 
is  up  approximately  $85,000  over  last  year,  the 
Elementary  School  assessment,  which  is  up  approxi- 
mately $25,000  over  last  year;  increased  police 
protection;  a  substantial  increase  in  cost  of  our 
bond  indebtedness;  as  well  as  more  realistic 
salaries  for  our  Town  employees.    These  budgets 
have  been  carefully  reviewed  by  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee, and  we  feel  that  they  are  in  keeping  with  our 
increased  Town  and  school  population  growth,  as  well 
as  the  general  increase  in  cost  of  living. 

Fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Dept. 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the 
Library  Trustees. 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(e)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Dept. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

This  is  a  routine  Article  that  enables  the  Town  to 
apply  the  income  from  the  various  Town  agencies' 
trust  funds  to  the  operation  of  those  agencies. 

Sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Dept. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

Receipts  from  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  1966  were 
approximately  $1,000.    This  Article  would  approve 
the  use  of  this  money  toward  the  1967  cemetery 
budget . 
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Seventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  TOM  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM 
OF  $7,500  FOR  THIS  ARTICLE  FOR  1967. 

The  Reserve  Fund  is  established  yearly  at  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  enable  the  Finance  Committee 
to  have  monies  to  meet  any  extraordinary  or  unfore- 
seen expenditures. 

Eighth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1, 
1967. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY. 

As  there  are  no  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior 
to  January  1,  1967,  no  action  is  necessary  under 
this  Article. 

Ninth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

The  State  Law  says  that  this  type  of  Article  must 
be  entered  into  our  Warrant  to  enable  us  to  work 
with  the  State  on  the  maintenance  or  construction 
of  highways. 

Tenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess,  and  approp- 
riate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  AVAILABLE 
FUNDS  $14,100  FOR  THIS  ARTICLE  FOR  1967. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  Town  to  provide  funds  to 
cover  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of  work  as  out- 
lined in  this  Article,  reimbursement  from  the  State 
to  be  restored  to  appropriate  available  funds  in 
the  treasury  upon  their  receipt. 
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Eleventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury, 
a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90,  the  Town  has  its  option  of  taking 
State  aid  on  either  maintenance  of  highways  or  new 
highway  construction.    We  believe  it  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  Town  to  have  Chapter  90  work  applied 
to  construction. 

Twelfth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of 
money  for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 


WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  AVAILABLE 
FUND  $14,250  FOR  THIS  ARTICLE  FOR  1967. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  Town  to  provide  funds  to 
cover  the  State's  and  County's  share  of  the  cost 
of  work  as  outlined  in  this  Article,  reimbursement 
from  the  State  and  County  to  be  restored  to 
appropriate  available  funds  in  the  treasury  upon 
their  receipt. 

Thirteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  as  provided  in  Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1965,  a 
total  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Ninety-four  and  89/100 
($3,794.89)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and 
appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said 
Acts . 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

This  Article  is,  again,  one  of  those  Articles  under 
a  different  law  that  makes  State  funds  available 
for  highway  construction. 

Fourteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  ($3,000.)  Dollars,  with  which  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  is  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Police  Department, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  a  vehicle  to  be  used  as  a 
police  cruiser,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $3,000  AND  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD 
OF  SELECTMEN  WITH  THE  MONEY  SO  PROVIDED  TO  PURCHASE  AND 
EQUIP  FOR  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE 
CHIEF  OF  POLICE  A  2  DOOR  SEDAN  TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE 
CRUISER. 


With  the  advent  of  24  hour  police  protection  we  feel 
a  second  vehicle  is  essential.    In  addition  to  its 
use  for  police  patrol  duty,  the  current  vehicle  is 
used  to  travel  to  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth 
on  other  police  matters.    Our  present  vehicle  is 
also  used  as  an  ambulance  for  Town  emergencies. 
These  uses  limit  its  availability  for  patrol  duty. 
A  second  vehicle  will  alleviate  these  problems. 

Fifteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  §ell  the  Highway  Department's  1955  Chevrolet  Dump  Truck, 
and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Seven  Thousand 
($7,000.)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to  purchase 
for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner, 
a  dump  truck,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECT- 
MEN TO  SELL  THE  1955  CHEVROLET  DUMP  TRUCK  OF  THE  HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT ,  AND  THE  TOWN  ALSO  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  $5,000  FROM 
THE  ROAD  MACHINERY  FUND  AND  $2,000  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE 
TO  PURCHASE  A  NEW  DUMP  TRUCK,  SAID  PURCHASE  TO  BE  MADE  BY 
THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  ROAD 
COMMISSIONER. 


The  1955  Truck  was  purchased  used  over  7  years  ago 
and  has  served  the  Highway  Dept.  well.  However, 
it's  present  condition  is  such  that  repair  costs  are 
becoming  excessive.    The  funds  requested  in  this 
article  are  to  purchase  a  larger  heavy  duty  truck 
with  a  dump  body  similar  to  the  newer  ones  in  the 
Department . 

Sixteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  sell  the  1955  Highway  Department's  Good  Roads  Sander, 
and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Twenty- five 
Hundred  ($2,500)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to 
purchase  for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Commissioner,  a  highway  sander,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 


RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 


The  1955  sander  was  also  purchased  used  about  8 
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years  ago.    Although  the  Highway  Dept.  has  main- 
tained this  sander  well,  the  basic  structure  is 
weakened  by  salt  corrosion  and  the  chains  and 
other  moving  parts  are  badly  worn.    The  equipment 
is  no  longer  reliable.    A  replacement  is  required. 

Seventeenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  installing  new  culverts  in  the  area  of  Prospect  Street, 
adjacent  to  the  existing  culverts  under  Prospect  Street  on  Cleaveland 
Brook;  such  funds  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Drainage 
Committee. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  A  SUM,  NOT  TO  EXCEED  $10,000  BE  TRANS- 
FERRED FROM  AVAILABLE  FUNDS  FOR  THIS  ARTICLE. 

As  a  result  of  the  cleaning  and  clearing  of  Cleave- 
land Brook  upstream  from  Prospect  Street,  which  was 
authorized  at  a  previous  Town  Meeting,  the  level  of 
the  existing  culvert  is  higher  than  the  level  of  the 
brook,  thus  impeding  the  proper  flow.    This  fact 
might  cause  future  flooding  in  the  area  to  the  west 
of  Grove  Street  and  will  cause  stagnation  of  the 
water  in  the  same  area.    The  installation  of  new 
culverts  will  complete  this  project  and  insure 
proper  drainage. 

Eighteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Normandy  Row"  and 
"Maple  Lane"  as  public  ways,  in  accordance  with  the  locations, 
boundaries  and  measurements  of  said  ways  as  laid  out,  altered  or  re- 
located by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  plans  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said 
ways,  and  name  them  "Normandy  Row"  and  "Maple  Lane,"  as  indicated  on 
said  plans. 

RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

Normandy  Row  runs  between  Main  Street  and  Parsonage 
Lane  and  provides  access  to  the  upper  end  of  Parson- 
age Lane. 

Maple  Lane  is  a  short  dead-end  street  off  Central 
Street  in  a  southerly  direction  near  the  junction 
with  Maple  Street.    Both  of  these  streets  have  been 
approved  by  the  appropriate  Town  Officials. 
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Nineteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote,  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  401,  Acts  of  1966,  General  Laws,  to  extend  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  coverage  now  carried  by  the  Town  to  include  certain 
elected  and/or  appointed  officials  of  the  Town. 


RECOMENDED  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 


At  present  only  regular  paid,  non  elected  Town 
employees  are  covered  by  Workmen's  Compensation 
Insurance.    Chapter  401  of  the  Acts  of  1966  provides 
that  such  coverage  may  be  extended  to  certain  other 
elected  and  appointed  Town  officials  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  firemen,  police- 
men and  selectmen  being  excluded.    The  cost  of 
such  coverage  will  not  be  definitely  known  until 
the  annual  audit  made  by  the  insurer.    It  is  esti- 
mated the  annual  cost  will  not  exceed  $25.00. 

Twentieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  co  accept  grants  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1965  and  1966,  said  grants  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  pur- 
poses, if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grants. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  GRANTS  FROM  THE 
STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1965  and  1966,  THE 
AGGREGATE  OF  WHICH  IS  $1,675.50,  AND  THAT  THIS  SUM  BE 
APPLIED  TO  THE  LIBRARY'S  1967  BUDGET  TO  REDUCE  THE 
AMOUNT  OF  THE  TOWN  APPROPRIATION. 


This  is  merely  a  bookkeeping  transaction.  The 
money  is  already  in  the  Town  treasury  but  must  be 
transferred  to  the  Library  before  it  can  be  used. 

Twenty- first.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Park 
Department  to  sell  its  mowing  machine  and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  for  the  Park  Department,  a 
power  mower,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION  AND  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE 
TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$1200  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE . 

The  existing  mowing  machine  is  now  over  four  years 
old  and  has  reached  the  end  of  its  useful  life.  We 
recommend  the  purchase  of  new  equipment  in  order  to 
avoid  the  costly  repairs  which  we  believe  would 
result  from  continued  use  of  the  existing  machine. 
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Twenty- second.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Cemetery  Department  to  purchase 
a  four  wheel  riding  tractor  with  a  rotary  cutting  blade  attachment 
and  any  other  attachments,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION  AND  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE 
TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$1200  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE. 

In  order  to  properly  care  for  the  three  town 
cemeteries,  it  has  become  apparent  that  the  acquisi- 
tion of  additional  equipment  is  necessary.  The 
proposed  new  equipment  would  allow  continued  use  of 
the  existing  Locke  machine  but  the  demands  on  it 
would  be  less  and  its  useful  life  with  minimum  main- 
tenance would  therefore  be  prolonged. 

Twenty- third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Cemetery 
Department  a  h  ton  pick-up  truck,  said  purchase  to  be  made  by  the 
Cemetery  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION  AND  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE 
TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$2500  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE. 

During  the  past  ten  years,  the  Cemetery  Department 
has  had  to  rent  transportation  services  from  others 
in  town.    With  the  need  to  supervise  and  care  for 
the  three  cemeteries  in  town,  we  believe  that  this 
department  should  have  use  of  its  own  pick-up  truck 
to  efficiently  transport  its  equipment  and  otherwise 
conduct  its  business  without  the  necessity  of 
relying  on  others  for  these  services. 

Twenty- fourth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  lease  from  The  Videtta 
Corporation,  of  Peabody,  for  the  purpose  of  dumping  cesspool  and 
septic  tank  sludge  effluent  and  waste,  a  two  acre  parcel  of  land, 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 


Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  property  line  between  land 
of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  and  that  of  The  Videtta  Corpora- 
tion, which  point  is  four  hundred  seventy- three  (473') 
feet,  S.  55°    56'  East  of  the  former  property  of  the 
Boston  §  Maine  Railroad  measured  on  said  line;  the  area 
leased  is  bounded  by  a  line  running  NORTH  38°  45'  EAST 
for  a  distance  of  two  hundred  seventy-seven  (277')  feet  to 
a  point  Southeasterly  from  Hovey  Road  as  laid  out  on  a 
plan,  entitled,  "Proposed  Development  West  of  Pye  Brook," 
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thence  SOUTH  55°  56'  EAST  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
fifty  (250')  feet,  more  or  less,  to  the  rear  corner  of 
Lot  No.  52  on  said  plan,  and  continuing  on  the  same 
course  about  two  hundred  twenty  (220')  feet  to  a  ditch 
by  otner  land  of  The  Videtta  Corporation;  thence, 
Southwesterly  along  said  ditch  to  the  boundary  of  the 
first-mentioned  Town  property  approximately  two  hundred 
seventy-seven  (277')  feet;  thence, 

Northwesterly  along  said  property  line  about  four  hundred 
seventy  (470')  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning,  the  terms 
of  the  said  lease  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Health  which  shall  regulate  the  use  of  the  said 
area,  the  Town  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  sufficient  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  any  action 
voted  hereunder. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  SUM  OF  $1,000  BE  APPROPRIATED  FOR 
THE  PURPOSE  OF  LEASING  THE  AREA  DESCRIBED  IN  THE  ARTICLE 
AND  TO  PROPERLY  PREPARE  FOR  THE  DESCRIBED  PURPOSE. 

The  disposal  of  cesspool  and  septic  tank  waste  is  a 
serious  problem.    The  area  proposed  for  this  purpos 
is  Northerly  of  the  existing  Town  Dump  and  adjacent 
on  the  Easterly  side,  to  the  abandoned  Boston  § 
Maine  Railroad  right  of  way.    Access  will  be  by 
means  of  the  road  leading  to  the  Town  Dump  from 
Bare  Hill  Road.    We  have  been  informed  by  the  Town' 
Sanitary  Engineer  that  disposal  of  waste  in  this 
location  will  in  no  way  contaminate  streams  leading 
toward  the  Town  well  field  and  that  it  will  neither 
be  hazardous  nor  offensive  to  residents  of  the 
town. 

Twenty- fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and/or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Three 
Thousand  Five  Hundred  ($3,500.)  Dollars  to  be  expended  by  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  storage  building 
adjacent  to  the  existing  pumping  station,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAYORABLE  ACTION. 

The  Water  Department  is  responsible  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  valuable  equipment  and  supplies  which 
are  owned  by  the  Town.    Because  of  inadequate  stor- 
age facilities,  these  assets  are  currently  stored 
in  various  public  and  private  locations  throughout 
the  Town.    We  recommend  the  construction  of  a 
storage  building  to  ensure  proper  safeguarding  of 
this  equipment  and  to  permit  more  efficient  dis- 
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tribution  of  the  supplies  for  Water  Department 
projects. 

Twenty- sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  office  furniture  in  the  Town  Hall, 
said  purchase  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  SUM  OF  $5,000  BE  TRANS- 
FERRED FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF 
FURNISHINGS  FOR  THE  TOWN  HALL.    THIS  PURCHASE  TO 
BE  MADE  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN. 

With  the  renovations  of  the  Town  Hall  comp- 
leted, it  is  now  possible  for  the  many  town 
departments  to  be  housed  in  this  central 
facility.    Hence,  this  will  provide  adequate 
furnishings  and  central  storage  facilities 
for  each  department's  records  and  serve  the 
needs  of  the  Town  for  many  years  to  come. 

Twenty- seventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  and  use  as 
a  public  playground  or  recreation  center,  under  General  Laws,  Chapter 
45,  S  14,  land  owned  by  it  on  Grove  Street,  and  purchased  by  it  in 
1954  and  1955,  or  any  other  Town-owned  land,  and  raise  and  assess 
or  transfer  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  construction  of 
tennis  courts  on  said  land,  the  said  construction  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  THE  SUM  OF  $9,500  BE  TRANSFERRED 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  TWO 
(2)  TENNIS  COURTS.    THIS  PROJECT  TO  BE  UNDER  THE 
DIRECTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  no  Town-owned 
tennis  courts.    There  has  been  a  steady 
increase  in  enrollments  in  the  youth  tennis 
programs  and  growing  interest  on  the  part  of 
adults.    Hence,  there  is  a  definite  need  for 
this  type  of  recreational  facility. 

Twenty- eighth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  equipping,  operation  and  main- 
tenance by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  a  communications  center,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE 
$11,700  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE,  THE  SUM  OF  $2,583  TO  BE 
TRANSFERRED  FROM  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIA- 
TION, THE  SUM  OF  $1,915  TO  BE  TRANSFERRED  FROM  THE 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIATION,  THE  SUM  OF  $608  TO 
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BE  TRANSFERRED  FROM  THE  TOM  OFFICERS'  EXPENSE 
APPROPRIATION  AND  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE, 
ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  ADDITIONAL  SUM  OF 
$6,594  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE. 

The  Town  is  very  fortunate  to  have  had  the 
dedicated  services  of  Mrs.  Wildes  and  others 
to  capably  handle  the  emergency  communications 
from  their  homes  over  tne  past  several  years. 
However,  with  rapidly  increasing  population 
and  24  hour  Police  coverage  there  is  urgent 
need  for  consolidation  of  the  communication 
systems  into  one  location.    In  renovating  the 
Town  Hall,  this  move  was  anticipated.    A  room 
there  is  ready.    By  your  favorable  vote 
tonight  the  communication  center  could  be 
operating  within  2  months.    The  Communications 
Committee  has  plans  and  cost  schedules  com- 
pleted.   Much  of  the  equipment  now  at  various 
locations  can  be  moved  to  the  Center.  The 
estimated  cost  per  year  is  $17,000.    We  are 
now  spending  nearly  $8,000  per  year  for  the 
present  arrangement.    The  added  $9,000  per 
year  is  a  modest  cost  to  assure  proper 
coverage  for  emergency  calls  as  well  as  all 
other  incoming  calls  to  the  Town  Hall.  You 
have  already  appropriated  $7,670  under  4  for 
Communication  expenses  in  the  Police,  Fire 
and  Selectmen's  budgets.    We  recommend 
$5,106  of  this  amount  be  transferred  for  use 
of  the  Communications  Center  for  the  last  8 
months  of  1967. 

Twenty-ninth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the 
Assessors  to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax 
levy  for  the  current  year. 

WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Finance  Committee, 
as  well  as  of  other  pertinent  Town  Officers, 
that  our  present  Free  Cash  position  should  be 
maintained. 

Thirtieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 


178 


fOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


WE  RECOMMEND  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

At  the  present  time,  there  is  nearly 
$90,000  in  the  Stabilization  Fund.  Our 
prime  purpose  for  maintaining  this  fund  is 
in  its  use  in  new  school  buildings  wherein 
the  State  would  immediately  match  funds  up 
to  $100,000.    We  believe  the  balance  is 
proper  for  any  immediate  needs. 

Thirty- first.    .To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  with  respect  to 
rescinding  the  unused  portion,  which  is  One  Hundred  Sixty  ($160.) 
Dollars,  of  the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  voted  under  Article  27  of  the 
1966  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

Under  Article  27  of  the  1966  Town  Meeting  the 
Town  voted  the  sum  of  $33,160  for  water  main 
extensions.    The  Water  Commissioners  deter- 
mined that  it  was  less  expensive  to  bond  only 
for  $33,000  and  favorable  action  on  this 
article  will  rescind  the  unused  portion  of 
$160. 

Thirty- second.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement 
conveyed  by  Thomas  Ralph  to  the  Town  over  his  land  at  20  Washington 
Street,  Topsfield. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

The  easement  involved  is  to  allow  the  Town 
access  for  maintenance  and  repair  to  a  section 
of  the  Town  drainage  system  that  is  within  the 
Ralph  property. 

Thirty- third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town  Accountant 
to  close  out  and  transfer  to  general  revenue  the  unexpended  balance 
of  One  Hundred  Seventy- two  and  53/100  ($172.53)  Dollars  of  the  1961 
Steward  School  appropriation,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto . 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION. 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  article  to  close  out 
an  account. 
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Thirty- fourth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
($1,000)  Dollars  to  be  used  by  ^.he  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  survey  of  the  need  for  posting  speed  signs  and  for 
the  purchase  of  such  signs  as  are  necessary. 

RECOMMENDED  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Our  Police  Chief  feels  that  with  the  added 
manpower  in  his  Department  he  will  be  able  to 
do  a  more  adequate  job  of  enforcing  the 
existing  law.    The  law  is  30  MPH  in  thickly 
settled  zones  and  40  MPH  in  sparsely  populated 
areas.    Since  we  already  own  radar  equipment 
for  this  purpose,  we  believe  we  should  first 
enforce  the  existing  law  before  spending 
money  to  create  new  speed  laws. 

Thirty- fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One 
Thousand  ($1,000.)  Dollars  to  be  spent  by  the  Police  Department  for 
guards  at  the  school  crossing  on  Colrain  Road. 

RECOMMENDED  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

We  understand  the  concern  of  the  parents  in 
the  vicinity  of  Colrain  Road  but  feel  it 
would  be  inappropriate  for  the  Town  to  pay 
for  a  part-time  guard  at  this  crossing  and 
not  at  the  other  four  or  five  busy  crossings 
in  Town. 

We  have  discussed  this  matter  with  our  Police 
Chief,  and  he  feels  that,  with  the  added  man- 
power, the  Department  will  be  able  to  devote 
more  time  to  this  duty.    We  believe  the  effec- 
tiveness of  police  coverage  should  be  tried 
before  spending  additional  money  for  part-time 
protection. 

Thirty-sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law,  of  the  cost  of 
providing  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may  be  re- 
sidents of  the  Town. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION  AND  THAT  THE  TOWN 
VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$1500  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE. 
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The  Law  states  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Town  to  provide  for  the  care  of  its  tubercu- 
losis patients  in  State  Hospitals.    This  sum 
is  being  recommended  to  be  appropriated  for 
this  purpose. 

Thirty- seventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  North  Shore  in  accor- 
dance with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION  AND  THAT  THE  TOWN 
VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
$400.  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE. 

We  recommend  that  this  sum  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  for 
providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to 
be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association 
of  the  North  Shore. 

Thirty- eighth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Depart- 
ment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered 
to  the  School  Department. 

WE  RECOMMEND  FAVORABLE  ACTION  AND  THAT  THE  SUM  OF 
$850.  BE  TRANSFERRED  FROM  THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
BUDGET  TO  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Town  Library  works  closely  with  the 
Elementary  School  and  these  funds  cover 
the  costs  of  the  services  rendered. 


CHESTER  W.  CARTER,  Chairman 
NATHANIEL  G.  WETHERBEE,  Clerk 
JOHN  C.  NUTTER 
NORRIS  E.  KENYON 
FREDERIC  C.  HARTMAN 
JOHN  E.  PETERSON 
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Topsfield  Incorporated 
Population 

Number  Registered  Voters 
Total  Valuation 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

1650 

1900  -  1,030 
1950  -  1,409 
1965  -  4,575 
1968  -  4,900  (Estimated) 


2,013 


(1966) 


(Taxable  property)  $21,804,874.00 
(Non- taxable  property)  $  3,003,344.00 


Number  of  homes  -  1,169 
Area  in  square  miles  -  12.86 
Miles  of  Town  Roads  -  48.15 
Churches 


Congregational  -  established  -  1663 

Catholic  "            -  1945 

Episcopal  "            -  1957 

Lutheran  "            -  1961 


Library 

Volume  -  number  of  books  -  22,000 
Circulation  -  64,000 

Hours    2-5,  7-9  Monday  thru  Friday,  2-6  Saturday 

Number  of  School  Children  -  October  1,  1967 
Elementary  K-6  942 

Junior  High  7-8  243 
High  School       9-12  429 

Protection 

Police  -  Full  time 

Chief  -  Sargent  -  2  Patrolmen 
Fire  -  Call  Dept. 

Town  Water  -  (hydrants)    Covers  78%  of  homes  §  businesses 

Communications  Center 

Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  Call  7-2121 

Town  Hall  -  Business  -  Information        Call  7-2116 

Massachusetts  3rd  Essex  District  -  State  House,  Boston,  Mass. 
State  Senator  -  William  L.  Saltonstall 
State  Representative  -  Francis  W.  Hatch,  Jr. 


Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall  -  $1.00  per  copy 
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TOM  OFFICERS,  1967-1968 
ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr. 

Selectmen  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  1968 

William  C.  Abbott,  1969 

John  Sanger,  1970 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter,  1968 

Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle,  1969 

Town  Collector  Leslie  B.  Fales,  1969 

Road  Commissioner  William  T.  Gamble,  1968 

Assessors  t  Charles  E.  Pethybridge,  1968 

John  B.  Gamans,  1969 

Anthony  D'Agostino,  1970 

School  Committee:    *Edward  Wells,  1968              Willard  B.  Spring,  1969 

+Thomas  C.  Leonard, (1968)  *Milton  E.  Sorenson,  1970 
George  A.  Watson,  1968                +Suzanne  Hart, (1970) 
Richard  F.  Alexander,  1969 

Regional  District  School  Committee:                     Frank  A.  Butler,  1968 

Kenneth  W.  Castner,  1969 

K.  Frank  Austen,  1970 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  Ann  L.  Earl,  1968 

Herbert  Towne,  1969 

John  R.  Walsh,  1970 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District  Agent  Maurice  Medoff 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District  Agent  Harris  C.  Giles 

Constable  s  Theodore  J.  Williams,  1968 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1968 

Trustees  of  Town  Library: 

Evelyn  L.  Fales,  1968             C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1969 

Dr.  Alan  Radack,  1968             Barbara  K.  Booth,  1970 

Mario  D.  Banus,  1969             Marion  G.  Kimball,  1970 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners: 


Cemetery  Commissioners: 


Park  Commissioners: 


Planning  Board: 


James  R.  Klock,  1968 
Reynold  B.  Nippe,  1969 
Robert  H.  Klar,  1970 


Charles  R.  Mann,  1968 

*Wilber  C.  Cunningham,  1969 
+Lorrin  M.  Pittendreigh, (1968) 

Walter  K.  Anderson,  1970 

Harold  T.  Fletcher,  1968 

Joseph  P.  Friend,  1969 

David  P.  Smallidge,  1970 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1968 

George  W.  Day,  1969 

Douglas  W.    Rankin,  1970 

Benjamin  B.  English,  1971 

Jackson  0.  Welsh,  1972 


Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds: 


APPOINTED 


Francis  N.  Carter,  1968 
C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1969 
Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1970 


Finance  Committee:    Norris  E.  Kenyon,  1968    Frederick  C.  Hartman, 

*John  C.  Nutter,  1968  Chairman,  1969 

+Charles  M.  Thing,  1968  John  Peterson,  1969 

Paul  S.  Best,  1970 

Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee,  1970 

Chief  of  Police  #Roger  G.  Peabody 

Sergeant  Harold  Moore 


Patrolmen: 


Philip  S.  Girard 
Roy  J.  Ackerman 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 


Reserve  Officers:  John  W.  Dwinell 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 


H.  Robinson  Vail 
Stephen  P.  Tierney 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 

William  T.  Gamble 


Policewoman  Nellie  R.  Peabody 

Special  Police  Officers:    Donald  Brown       Philip  L.  Godbout-Fire  Dept. 

Arthur  S.  Heard  James  R.  Swindell 

R.  Paul  DesMaisons        William  G.  VanBuskirk 
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Fire  Department:      Chief  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Deputy  Chief  Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Captain  Howard  L.  Stultz 

Captain  Robert  A.  Wood 

Captain  Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 

Captain  Myron  Williams,  Jr. 

Town  Accountant  Francis  N.  Carter,  1968 

Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 

Board  of  Health  Agent  Lois  K.  Rogers,  M.D. 

Milk  Inspector  and  Board  of  Health  Inspector  Osgood  S.  Richards 

Sanitary  Engineer  Tracy  I.  Flagg 

Dog  Officer...".  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Building  Inspector  Anthony  D'Agostino 

Gas  Inspector  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Plumbing  Inspector  Wendell  P.  Hall 

Wire  Inspector  Lester  E.  Shepard 

Inspector  of  Petroleum  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Animal  and  Slaughter  House  Inspector  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Forest  Warden  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal: 

Alfred  N.  Andrews  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Clayton  Elliott  Fred  Pickard 

Clifton  Elliott  Henry  Reed 

Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood:  Harvey  W.  Perry 

Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 

Thomas  E.  Elliott 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper:  Harry  W.  Fuller 
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Field  Drivers:  Harry  W.  Fuller 

Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Trustees  for  Disbursement  of  Poor  Funds:  Ann  L.  Earl,  1968 

Herbert  Towne,  1969 
John  R.  Walsh,  1970 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control  Wallace  H.  Knee  land 

Burial  Agent.  William  A.  Perkins 

Caretaker-Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  John  R.  Gould 

Town  Forest  Committee:  John  J.  Hurley,  1968 

George  W. 'Day,  1969 
Laurance  C.  Dosh,  1970 

Locctl  Coordinator-Civil  Defense.  Robert  A.  Wood 

Communication  Robert  E.  Hewlett,  Jr. 

Radiological  Staff  Officer  Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Town  Insurance  Committee: 

Alice  F.  Castle  Francis  Brown 

John  Sanger  *William  C.  Haines 

*Milton  Sorenson  +David  Twiss 

+Suzanne  Hart 

Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  the  Committee 

Sanitation  Committee : 

Board  of  Health  William  C.  Abbott 

Water  Department  Walter  K.  Anderson 

At  Large  George  H.  Gage 

Chairman  *Alden  Matsubara 

+Dean  Harwood 

Planning  Board  Reynold  B.  Nippe 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District:  John  W.  Pierce 

Historical  District  Committee:  John  W.  Pierce,  Chairman 

Horton  Brads treet  Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 

Ann  Hardy  Nathaniel  Wetherbee 

James  K.  Castle  William  B.S.Leong 

Special  Drainage  Committee:  5/28/63  George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 

Laurence  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
William  J.  Vallette 
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Memorial  Day  Committee 


Zoning  Appeal  Board: 


Soil  Erosion  Board: 


Clayton  F.  Rock,  1968 
Herbert  Anderson,  1969 


Mosquito  Control  Committee: (T.M.  5/28/62  Art, 
Paul  S.  Best 
Elwood  D.  Bickford 


Nathaniel  Wetherbee,  1968 

*Harris  C.  Giles,  1969 

+Douglas  Rankin,  1969 

Clayton  H.  Elliott,  1970 

Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1970 
George  Ross -Alternate 

Robert  A.  Klar 
*T.  Alden  Matsubara 
+R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Clayton  F.  Rock 

5)  Dr.  Frank  Austen 

Paul  Loughlin 
William  G.  Stieritz 


Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee: 

Louise  C.  Radack,  1968  +Robert  E.  Hartford, (1969) 
*Curtis  B.  Hill,  1968        "  Peter  Wilson,  1970 

+Louis  Tremblay,  (1968)  Mrs.  Dana  Warren,  1970 

Frederika  K.  Joy,  Chairman, 1968  George  Vogt 

Richard  R.  Smith,  1969  Frederick  C.  Hartmann 

*Charles  M. .Thing,  1969 

Richard  Alexander  -  from  School  Committee 

Municipal  Services  Building  Committee:  (T.  M.  3/2/64  Art.  13) 

Alvah  H.  Balentine  *John  Sanger 

Philip  L.  Godbout  +Leslie  Ray 

Roger  G.  Peabody  Robert  A.  Wood 


Recreation  Committee: 

Edward  L.  Mcllvaine,  Chairman 
Richard  Mai ley 
Rodger  H.  Stone 

Conservation  Commission: 

Robert  Klar,  Chairman 
Deborah  D.  Moulton 
Walter  H.  Mcintosh 
James  Klock 


Waldo  H.  Smith 
Arnold  Noyes 
Gretchen  Stott 


Lawrence  A.  Cyr 
*Ruth  W.  Thompson 
^Barbara  Welsh 
John  W.  Peirce 


Board  of  Registrars: 


Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 
Edward  T.  Welch,  1968 
George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr. ,  1969 
John  J.  Hurley,  1970 
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Communications  Committee: 


Philip  L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 
Robert  A.  Wood 
Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 


^Resigned 


# Tenure 


+To  Fill  Vacancy 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


1966  Births  recorded  in  Topsfield:    7;  males  5,  females  2 

1967  Births  recorded  in  Topsfield:  70;  males  38,  females  32 
Marriage  certificates  issued,  32 

Marriages  recorded,  40 

Deaths  in  Topsfield,  16 

Non-resident,  interment  in  Topsfield,  16 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  482 

Males,  208;  Female,  62;  Spayed,  204;  Kennel  licenses,  8; 

Transfer  licenses,  2 
Resident  sporting  licenses,  46,  Resident  sporting  and  fishing  licenses 
free,  9 

Resident  hunting  licenses,  99,  Resident  fishing  licenses,  ,88 
Special  non-resident  fishing,  6 
Alien  fishing,  1 

Minor's  fishing  licenses,  28;  female  fishing  licenses,  6 

Resident  trapping,  3 

Duplicate  licenses,  3 

Bow  and  Arrow  Hunting  Stamp,  2 

Victualler,  3;  Junk,  1;  Overnight  Cabins,  2 

Motor  Vehicle,  2nd  Class,  5;  1st  Class,  2 

Gas  Storage,  8 

Lists  of  Residents,  50 

Auctioneers,  4 

Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream,  1 
Day  Camp,  1 
Miniature  Golf,  1 
Taxi  Licenses,  2 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 
BIRTHS 


Date  of  Birth 

1966 
July  11 

Nov.  28 

Dec.  10 

Dec.  18 

Dec.  19 

Dec.  28 

Dec.  30 

1967 
Jan,  18 

Jan.  21 

Jan.  22 

Jan.  24 

Jan.  25 

Jan.  26 


Name  of  Child 

David  William  Bott 
Michael  Andrew  Wahl 
Robert  Samuel  Harold,  Jr. 
Frederick  Bernard  Jones 
Ellen  Louise  Jennings 

Laura  Granito 

David  Paul  Capobianco 

Maxwell  Lee  Gillett 
Katherine  Mary  Maguire 
Gregor  Dean  Gatlin 
Barbara  Ann  McAdoo 


Names  of  Parents 


David  William  Bott 

Ruth  Dodge  (MacLeod)  Bott 

Joseph  G.  Wrahl 

Particia  J.  (Rydell)  Wahl 

Robert  Samuel  Harold 

Norma  A.   (Washington)  Harold 

Frederick  William  Jones 
Janice  E.  (Conley)  Jones 

Gordon  Jennings 
Cecilia  T.  (Medeiros) 

Jennings 

Richard  P.  Granito 

Nancy  L.  (MacLean)  Granito 

Rocco  J.  Capobianco 
Rosemary  K.  (Padovano) 

Capobianco 


Colin  Gillett 

Sheila  (Gormley)  Gillett 

David  Paul  Maguire 
Nancy  J.  (Strom)  Maguire 

Leo  Dana  Gatlin 

Laurena  (Maercklein)  Gatlin 

Richard  David  McAdoo,  Sr. 
Barbara  A.  (Collins)  McAdoo 


Theodore  Gustaf  Anderson  II  Merwin  Theodore  Anderson 

Patricia  J. (Scully)  Anderson 


Richard  Burr  Spring 


Wil laird  B.  Spring 

Mary  A. (Frankhouser)  Spring 
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Feb.  4 

Feb.  8 

Feb.  23 

Feb.  28 

Mar.  3 

Mar.  6 

Mar.  7 

Mar.  8 

Mar.  15 

Mar.  20 

Apr.  4 

Apr.  17 

Apr.  27 
Apr.  30 

May  1 

May  15 


Michelle  Marie  Mercier 


Tracey  Allan  Perley 


Allison  Mather 


Robert  Louis  Cloutier 


Bruce  Clifford  MacKinnon 


Wendy  Jane  Casa 


Mark  Wayne  Latorella 


Anne  Marie  Latorella 


Carolyn  Ruth  Simmonds 


Jennifer  Lane  Fuller 


Robert  Charles  Skeffington 


Jason  Maxwell  Hartman 


Peter  Wesselhoeft  Beacham. 


James  Aaron  Radack 


Norman  Richard  Beaulieu 


Kelly  Anas t as i a  Loughlin 


Thomas  Loring  Wilkinson 


Paul  Edward  Mercier 
Theresa  L. (McNeil)  Mercier 

David  Sidney  Perley 
Margaret  (Grimm)  Perley 

Francis  Bushnell  Mather 
Priscilla  R. (Marble)  Mather 

Rene  Cloutier 

Charlotte  (Berube)  Cloutier 

Stuart  William  MacKinnon 
Lila  M. (Plummer)  MacKinnon 

Steven  W.  Casa 

Theresa  M. (LeBlanc)  Casa 

Robert  L.  Latorella 
Carole  A. (Chase)  Latorella 

Robert  L.  Latorella 
Carole  A. (Chase)  Latorella 

Robert  C.  Simmonds,  Jr. 
Janet  G. (Anderson)  Simmonds 

David  Timothy  Fuller 
Cassandra  S. (Magee)  Fuller 

Robert  W.  Skeffington 
Leland  A.  (Mann)  Skeffington 

Frederick  C.  Hartman 
Audrey  C . (Houghton)  Hartman 

Jr.    Peter  W.  Beacham 
Janice  L.  (Mills)  Beacham 

Alan  K.  Radack 

Louise  E.(Feldman)  Radack 

Richard  Norman  Beaulieu 
Juliette  P.  (Mathieu) 

Beaulieu 

Paul  T.  Loughlin 

Lucille  M. (O'Hara)  Loughlin 

Charles  K.  Wilkinson,  Jr. 
Suzanne  K. (Loring)  Wilkinson 
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May  17 
May  24 
May  25 
May  27 

May  29 
May  31 
June  2 
June  2 
June  8 
June  9 
June  12 
June  14 

June  23 
June  30 
July  4 
July  10 


Elizabeth  Hartman  Goettel 


Wendy  Cabot  Cressey 


Lance  Eric  Ambrose 


Lorin  Andrew  Earle 


Lisa  Andrea  Earle 


Elise  Rachel  Bennett 


Frederick  August  Goettel,  Jr. 
Meredith  A. (Houston)  Goettel 

Robert  Bernard  Cressey 
Patricia  R.  (Kaknes.)  Cressey 

Robert  Ambrose 

Myrne  L. (Clark)  Ambrose 

George  N..  Earle 

Doris  M. (Anderson)  Earle 

George  N.  Earle 

Doris  M. (Anderson)  Earle 

Mordecai  Bennett 
Judith  (Doskal)  Bennett 


Robert  John  Docar  Carpenter  Edward  Arthur  Carpenter 

Evelyn  F. (Hatch)  Carpenter 


Katherine  Elizabeth  Coulter 


Neil  Gerald  Rourke 


David  Walter  Stowe 


Rebecca  Hunt  Rains 


Deborah  Vail 


Leigh  Logan  0' Donne 11 


Christina  Louise  Theokas 


William  Blair  Baldwin 


Marianne  Fuller 


Harold  Phillips  Fitts 


Donald  Henry  Coulter,  Jr. 
Nelda  V. (Haszard)  Coulter 

Gerald  F.  Rourke 

Carole  A.   (Agnew)  Rourke 

Richard  H.  Stowe,  Jr. 
Barbara  E. (Dodge)  Stowe 

Wilson  H.  Rains 
Mary  E. (Power)  Rains 

H.  Robinson  Vail 
Elizabeth  M. (Hurley)  Vail 

John  Logan  O'Donnell,  Jr. 
Elizabeth  A. (Urbano) 

O'Donnell 

Constantine  Theokas 
Nathalie  F. (Ralph)  Theokas 

Bruce"  W.  Baldwin 

Ruth  N. (Sherman)  Baldwin 

Ronald  Sumner  Fuller 
Ellen  J. (Hennessey)  Fuller 

William  Richard  Fitts 
Rosemary  (Vernaci)  Fitts 
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July  14 
July  18 
July  22 
July  25 

July  26 
June  18 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  18 

Aug.  18 
Aug.  22 

Aug.  26 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  6 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  21 


Ann  Elizabeth  Hebert 


Paul  Francis  Guarino 


James  Aloys ius  Box 


Mary  Ann  Ellsworth 


Timothy  Munro  Hunter 


William  Eric  Wimer 


Scott  Andrew  Warren 


Lisa  Lynne  Statler 


John  Francis  Flanagan 


Donald  James  Flanagan 


Sean  Michael  Morrissey 


Victor  Lawrence  Anderson 


Shannon  Kell  Hurley 


Dean  Eric  Publicover 


Linda  Leigh  Ireland 


Stephen  Arthur  Hatgis 


Joseph  John  Miller 


David  Albert  Hebert 
Karen  (Ans teens en)  Hebert 

Felix  Paul  Guarino 

Beverly  A.  (Koomas)  Guarino 

James  Box 

Barbara  L.  (Nickerson)  Box 

John  W.  Ellsworth 
Carmela  J.  (Ciarciello) 

Ellsworth 

John  Douglas  Hunter 
Donna  J.  (Munro)  Hunter 

William  Wimer 

Diane  (Dunbar)  Wimer 

Douglas  A.  Warren 

Wendy -Ann  (Lougee)  Warren 

Wayne  A.  Statler 

Lois  H.  (Elliott)  Statler 

John  F.  Flanagan 

Margaret  M.  (Milne)  Flanagan 

John  F.  Flanagan 

Margaret  M.  (Milne)  Flanagan 

Neil  Francis  Morrissey 
Nancy  L.  (Runnals)  Morrissey 

William  Paul  Anderson 
Encarnacion  Maria  (Barreras) 
Anderson 

John  Randall  Hurley 
Judith  M.  (Merrill)  Hurley 

Theodore  D.  Publicover 
Nesta  R.  (Dale)  Publicover 

Keith  E.  Ireland 

Phyllis  A. (Smith)  Ireland 

Arthur  Stephen  Hatgis 
Joanne  (Georges)  Hatgis 

Francis  Locke  Miller 
Georgette  N. (PagurkoJ  Miller 
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Oct.  5 
Oct.  15 
Oct.  19 

Oct.  20 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  25 

Oct.  30 

Nov.  12 

Nov.  22 

Dec.  3 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  14 

Dec.  19 


Sharon  Clark  Wils< 


Deborah  Lea  Ralph 


Michael  Dennis  Naughton 


Elizabeth  Ross  Fuller 


Kristen  Frances  Callahan 


Hugh  James  Wilson 


Gail  Theresa  Falco 


Shawn  Timothy  Flynn 


James  Frederick  Sorbello 


David  Joseph  Deitsch 


David  John  Moser 


Lisa  Alice  Lombard 


Paige  Kimberly  Martin 


Peter  Abbott  Wilson 
Patricia  S.   (Clark)  Wilson 

Thomas  M.  Ralph,  Jr. 
Patricia  L.  (Maky)  Ralph 

Joseph  Francis  Naughton,  Jr. 
Maureen  F. (Leavenworth) 
Naughton 

Graham  Stansfield  Fuller 
Elizabeth  L.  (Lundgren) 

Fuller 

Thomas  F.  Callahan 
Barbara  (Grant)  Callahan 

Robert  Craig  Wilson 
Benigna  V. (Olivas)  Wilson 

Michael  Falco 
Francine  (Bush)  Falco 

David  B.  Flynn 

Lorraine  A. (Smith)  Flynn 

Frederick  L.  Sorbello 
S.  Rona  (Valentonis) 

Sorbello 

William  Francis  Deitsch 
Darlene  M. (Richards)  Deitsch 

Kenneth  Alton  Moser 
Shirley  B. (Mitchell)  Moser 

Berton  Theodore  Lombard 
Patricia  E. (Rossignol) 

Lombard 

Richard  Eugene  Martin 
MargUrite  S. (Landers)  Martin 
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MARRIAGES 

Feb.  12        Bruce  A.  Knowlton  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  John  G.  and  Patricia 
A.  (Johnson)  Knowlton.    Linda  J.  Campbell  (Hamilton), 
daughter  of  Ralph  E.  and  Eleanor  F.  (Swaine)  Campbell. 
Married  in  Wenham. 

Feb.  28        Edgar  Paul  Lewis  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Richard  S.  and  Marilyn 
(Lent)  Lewis.    Christine  Juliette  Pilczuk  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Edwin  M.  and  Rolande  (Briere)  Pilczuk.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Mar.  1  Lawrence  E.  Steimen  (Topsfield),  son  of  J.  Erhard  and  J. 

Louise  (VonEuw)  Steimen.  Mary  E.  (Easterling)  Lawrence 
(Hamilton),  daughter  of  William  C.  and  G.  Ruth  (Rauber) 
Easterling.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Mar.  25        Wayne  Allen  Statler  (Pennsylvania) ,  son  of  Alfred  J.  and 

Thelma  (Sutter)  Statler.    Lois  Elliott  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Clayton  and  Elinore  (Beaumont)  Elliott.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Apr.  7  Frederic  W.  Hale  (Topsfield),  son  of  Paul  Thomas,  Sr.  and 

Helen  Veronica  (Lambert)  Hale.  Susan  E.  Cassidy  (Middleton) , 
daughter  of  George  Joseph  and  Louise  Mary  (Nelson)  Cassidy. 
Married  in  Amesbury. 

Apr.  16         Bruce  Runnals  (Danvers) ,  son  of  Delmar  and  Lorraine  (Caron) 
Runnals.    Sharron  Jean  Pearse  (Danvers),  daughter  of 
Kenneth  and  Evelyn  (Mills)  Pearse.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  5  James  Paul  Tremblay  (Lowell) ,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 

(Boisvert)  Tremblay.    Stephanie  Jones  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  William  Henry  and  Annette  (Von  Libermann)  Jones. 
Married  in  Lowell. 

May  6  Richard  J.  Siborg  (Connecticut),  son 'of  Erik  B.  and  Signie 

(Magnusson)  Siborg.  Cynthia  L.  Taylor  (Lynn) ,  daughter  of 
Eric  and  Barbara  L.   (Seaver)  Taylor.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  14  Robert  A.  Lewis  (New  Hampshire),  son  of  Harold  I.  and  Mary 

(Peters)  Lewis.    Elaine  C.  Fellows  (Salem),  daughter  of 
Oscar  John  and  Charlotte  E.   (Garner)  Fellows.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

May  27  Kenneth  John  Wilkinson  (Greenfield,  Mass.)  son  of  Gerald 

and  Barbara  (Baker)  Wilkinson.    Martha  Ann  Aulson 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Mary  (Spieth)  Aulson. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 


TOPSFiELD  TOWN  REPORT 


17 


June  3  Warren  N.  Bixby,  Jr.  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Warren  N.  and 

Marian  M.   (Furness)  Bixby.    Darthea  F.  Woodman  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Frederick  W.  and  Rheba  S.  (Russell)  Woodman. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  17         Lauren  W.  Calvert  (Missouri),  son  of  William  C.  and  Cleo  L. 

(Gibson)  Calvert.    Terry  Griffin  (Boxford) ,  daughter  of 
Richard  K. ,  Jr.  and  Lucille  (Terry)  Griffin.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

June  24  Albert  Anthony  Belmonte  (Beverly) ,  son  of  John  Joseph  and 
Rose  (Favara)  Belmonte.  Barbara  Anne  Stultz  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Howard  L.  and  Mary  (McCaron)  Stultz.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

June  24        Donald  Davies  Smith  (New  York),  son  of  Leo  F.  and  Mary 

Katherine  (Davies)  Smith.    Jane  Pittendreigh  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Lorrin  Malcolm  and  Frances  Elizabeth  (Rosa) 
Piitendreigh.    Married  in  Boxford. 

June  24        Thomas  Edwin  Ruth  (New  York) ,  son  of  Harold  and  Margaret 
(Thomas)  Ruth.    Judith  Anne  Bennett  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  David  Shaw  and  Annabelle  (Nestor)  Bennett.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  1  William  Robert  Kistler  (Pennsylvania) ,  son  of  Harold  and 

Madaline  Elizabeth  (Jacobs)  Kistler.    Linda  Dean  Perkins 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Joshua  Dean  and  Charlotte  Hill 
(Babb)  Perkins.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  13        Alexander  M.  Colby  (Boxford)  ,  son  of  Laurence  and  Marion 

(Mac  Gregor)  Colby.    Lorraine  J.  Caso  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Otino  and  Jean  Scott  (Cleary)  Caso.    Married  in  Topsfield, 

July  15        Marian  Wojcik  Wojnowski  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Edward  Paul  and 
Felixa  (Bartoczwski)  Wojcik  Wojnowski.    Barbara  K.  Socha 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  John  and  Christine  (Zalweski) 
Socha.    Married  in  Lynn. 

Aug.  25         Donald  W.  Sciarretta  (Lynn) ,  son  of  Joseph  and  Georgianna 
(Wait)  Sciarretta.    Lois  E.  Kneeland  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Clarence  H.  and  Maud  (Guptil)  Kneeland.-  Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Aug.  26         Rodney  C.  Peverly  (Topsfield),  son  of  Ronald,  Sr.  and 

Eleanor  Clark  (Pope)  Peverly.  Claire  S.  Straw  (Lawrence), 
daughter  of  Wayland  and  Virginia  Mary  (Morrissette)  Straw. 
Married  in  Lawrence. 
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Sept.  29    Robert  Joseph  Cormier  (Leominister) ,  son  of  Alyre  and  Arline 
(Desrosier)  Cormier.    Judith  Elaine  (Miller)  Bevan  (Ashburn- 
ham) ,  daughter  of  J.  Earle  and  Marion  (Black  Miller. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 


Oct.  1       Richard  Davis  Earabino  (Newburyport) ,  son  of  Anthony  and 
Olive  Marguerite  (Super)  Earabino.    Nancy  Ruth  Wilkins 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Floyd  C.  and  Dorothy  (Osborne) 
Wilkins.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  6       Thaddeus  S.  Lepcio  (Boston) ,  son  of  Michael  and  Frances 
(Kida)  Lepcio.    Martha  Welch  (W.  Roxbury) ,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Veronica  (Leonard)  Welch.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  7       Robert  R.  Gustafson  (New  Hampshire) ,  son  of  Roland  A.  and 
Martha  E.  (Anderson)  Gustafson.    Penelope  J.  Addyman  (New 
Hampshire),  daughter. of  Stanley  A.  and  Dorothy  J.  (Hamilton) 
Addyman.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  26     James  Arthur  Fultz,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  Arthur, 
Sr.  and  Gertrude  (Weiler)  Fultz.    Louise  Cristyne  Bourque 
(Beverly) ,  daughter  of  Clay  G.  and  Marjorie  (Weaver)  Parmen- 
ter.    Married  in  Danvers. 


Oct.  27     Edward  S.  Acton  (Marblehead) ,  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Weoli 

(Stimson)  Acton.    Marjorie  M.  (Martin)  Carlson  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Clay  R.  and  Doris  B.  (Mac  Arthur)  Martin. 
Married  in  Marblehead. 


Oct.  28     Clarence  Baker,  Jr.  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Clarence,  Sr.  and 

Virginia  May  (Griffin)  Baker.  Caroline  Rosemarie  Christian 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Arnold  George  and  Rosemarie  (Klotz) 
Christian.    Married  in  Lynn. 

Oct.  28  Frank  Zerola  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Antonio  and  Mary  (Velona) 
Zerola.  Lucille  (Peters)  Camuso  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Gary  and. Anna  (Skroupski)  Peters.    Married  in  Saugus. 

Nov.  4       David  Linwood  Balentine  (Topsfield),  son  of  Alvah  Henry  and 
Doreen  (Nelson)  Balentine .    Gail  Ellen  Rochf ord  (Beverly) , 
daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Gladys  L.   (Man thorn)  Rochf ord. 
Married  in  Beverly. 

Nov.  11     Raymond  C.  Shaw  (Topsfield),  son  of  Cecil  F.  and  Barbara 
(Marble^  Shaw.    Susan  E.  Nangle  (Boxford) ,  daughter  of 
Philip  H.  and  Jacqueline  (Saulnier)  Nangle.    Married  in 
Georgetown. 
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Nov.  17     John  Simon  Anthony  Saunders  (Boxford) ,  son  of  John  Anthony 

and  Bertha  Joan  (Mitchell)  Saunders.    Holly  Roeder  (Boxford), 
daughter  of  Clarence  Edward  and  Phyllis  Elaine  (Blaisdell) 
Roeder.  Married  in  Tops fie Id. 

Nov.  18     Paul  R.  Lynch,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Paul  R.  and  Grace  H. 

(Brown)  Lynch.    Patricia  M.  Taft  (Topsf ield) ,  daughter  of 
Harry  C. ,  Jr.  and  Helena  S.  (Parlon)  Taft.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  18     Thomas  A.  Wolf  (Lynn),  son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Julia  E.  (Elder) 
Wolf.    Beverly  M.  Steeves  (Lynn) ,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Erminie  (Parsons)  Steeves.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  24     Michael  Fletcher  (Topsfield),  son  of  Harold  C.  and  Agnes  C. 

(Haley)  Fletcher.    Karen  E.  Gorini  (Beverly),  daughter  of 
Robert  F.  and  Mildred  (Perry)  Gorini.    Married  in  Salem. 

Nov.  25     George  Karl  Neunaber  (Lynn) ,  son  of  Carl  and  Erika  (Rist) 
Neunaber.    Sandra  Martha  Ingalls  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Kenneth  L.  and  Ruth  R.  (Dwinell)  Ingalls.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  25     Dennis  Rene  Masson  (Rhode  Island),  son  of  Julien  T.  and 
Raymonde  H.  (Vandemoortele)  Masson.    Judith  Ellen  McBride 
(Everett) ,  daughter  of  David  J.  and  Hilda  M.  (Sheppard) 
McBride.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  2       Francis  P.  Reidy,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  F.  Parker  and 
Charlotte  (Dodge)  Reidy.    Dale  E.  Brown  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Harold  A.  and  Lilliam  M.  (Trudel)  Brown. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  17     David  Lee  Hall  (Topsfield),  son  of  Walter  Lee  and  Bertha 

Alice  (Cooke)  Hall.  Martina  Jean  Follans bee  (Newburyport) , 
daughter  of  Frank  L.  and  Mary  Catherine  (Walsh)  Follansbee. 
Married  in  Newburyport. 

Dec.  26     Eugene  L.  Schlattmann  (Wyoming),  son  of  Arvid  Jack  and 
Marvel  Edris  (Riley)  Schlattman.    Cynthia  Robertson 
(Wyoming) ,  daughter  of  John  Ramage  and  Carolyn  Louise  (Davis) 
Robertson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  30     Joseph  Michael  Maynard  (Boxford),  son  of  Joseph  A.  and 

Patricia  A.   (Parker)  Maynard.    Sandra  S.  Bennett  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  David  S.  and  Jeannine  (Aikin)  Bennett.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 
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DEATHS 

Feb.  25        Lawrence  A.  Perkins,  son  of  Arthur  Freeman  and  Lionie 

(Cruchet)  Perkins.    Age  62  years,  2  months,  2  days.  Buried 
in  Topsfield. 

Mar.  1  Geoffrey  Alexander  Whitehead,  son  of  DeWayne  E.  and  Kathleen 

(Feldhousen)  Whitehead.  Age  1  year,  11  months,  23  days. 
Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Mar.  5  Lucile  C.  (Crossman)  Marshall,  wife  of  John  A.  Marshall  and 

daughter  of  Frederick  N.  and  Charlotte  L. (Lewis)  Crossman. 
Age  59  years,  5  months,  17  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Mar.  6         Michael  Joseph  Patrick  Kavanagh.  Age  80  years,  1  month,  12 
days.    Buried  in  Peabody. 

Mar.  15        Baby  Girl  Fuller,  daughter  of  David  and  Cassandra  (Magee) 
Fuller.    Age  43  minutes.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Apr.  7  Ida  (LeClere)  Arpin,  wife  of  Frank  Arpin,  and  daughter  of 

Edouard  and  Wilhelmine  (Brochu)  LeClere.    Age  80  years,  10 
months,  2  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

May  29  Michael  J.  Shea,  son  of  Johm  M.  and  Mary  (Bacon)  Shea.  Age 

61  years,  5  months,  14  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield, 

July  21        George  M.  Tilton,  son  of  Albert  F.  and  Emily  D.  (Manning) 
Tilton.    Age  90  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

July  24        Harry  W.  Perkins,  son  of  Justin  W.  and  Emma  (Scates)  Perkins. 
Age  82  years,  5  months,  29  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  30        Marion  Huntington  Todd,  daughter  of  Aschel  and  Mary  E. 

(Perley)  Todd.    Age  87  years,  8  months,  28  days.  Buried 
in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  7  Barbara  Marciano,  daughter  of  Savino  and  Dorothy  (Campbell) 

Marciano.    Age  24  years,  6  months,  18  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Oct.  18        Benjamin  B.  Towne,  son  of  John  Henry  and  Laura  J.  (Roberts) 
Towne.    Age  78  years,  6  months,  22  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  1  Pearl  Velma  (Colby)  Kenyon,  widow  of  Arthur  R.  Kenyon,  and 

daughter  of  Alfred  and  Margaret  (Dorrington)  Colby.  Age 
84  years,  6  months,  6  days.    Buried  in  Andover. 
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Nov.  2  Mary  E.  (Wolcott)  Wetherbee,  wife  of  Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee 

and  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Henriette  M.  (Wies)  Wolcott. 
Age  56  years,  7  months,  17  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  17        Alfred  A.  Mattson.    Age  82  years,  8  months,  6  days.  Buried 
in  Marblehead. 

Dec.  12        Mabel  (Pearson)  Clark,  wife  of  Piatt  Clark  and  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Julia  (Bauer)  Pearson.    Age  81  years,  2  months, 
19  days.    Buried  in  Dewitt,  New  York. 


1966  Death  received  in  1967 

Oct.  27        William  Keith,  son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Webster)  Keith. 
92  years,  6  months,  10  days.    Buried  in  Beverly. 


Date 

Feb.  11 
Feb.  20 
March  5 
March  10 
March  22 
March  24 
April  16 
May  27 
May  8 
June  16 
June  20 
July  22 
Aug.  10 
Oct.  27 
Nov.  9 
Dec.  14 


DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 

Years        Mos , 


Chester  E.  Griffin,  Alton  Bay,N.H. 

Susie  Staples,  Nassau 

Douglas  Ralph  Bryant,  Virginia 

Evelyn  G.  Batchelder,  Marblehead 

Jean  J.  Poirier,  Boxford 

Webster  E.  Plaisted,  Nashua,  N.H. 

J.  Hubert  Godfrey,  Norwood 

Fred  Albert  Greenwood,  Florida 

Victor  P.  Sanborn,  New  York 

Alyce  W.  Bell,  Florida 

Elsie  Sanborn,  New  York 

Thomas  J.  Luxton,  Wenham 

Eugene  Sherman  Clark,  Rhode  Island 

Ina  (Bentley)  Clairmont,  Springfield 

Maude  H.  (Hubbard)  Pierce,  Beverly 

H.  Franklin  Murray,  Beverly 


84 
79 
37 
88 
66 
70 
60 
80 

51 


55 

78 
87 


11 


Days 


14 


11 

29 
2 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  6,  1967 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8  P.M. ,  and  he 
stated  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable  stating 
that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  welcomed  a  group  of  students  from  Lexington  High  School. 
The  Moderator  then  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance 
Committee  constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon. 

Robert  A.  Wood  asked  if  he  could  give  a  Communications  Committee  Report 
under  Article  28,  and  the  Moderator  agreed.    Mr.  Benjamin  W.  English 
spoke  on  the  bill  in  the  Legislature  to  change  the  zoning  by-laws  in 
Massachusetts.    The  Moderator  then  stated  that  all  reports  as  printed 
in  the  Town  Report  were  accepted. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors: 


J.  Robert  Fuller  Accountant  1965 

Frederick  A.  Noseworthy    Insurance  1965 

Joseph  P.  Friend  Business  Mgr.  1965 

Irene  R.  Nissen  Homemaker  1965 

William  J.  Vallette  Ind.  Engineer  1965 

Dorothy  B.  Tremblay  Homemaker  1965 

Anthony  W.  Horn  Accountant  1965 

Mary  J.  Dosh  Homemaker  1965 

Alfred  N.  Andrews  Retired  1965 

Robert  M.  Witham  Caterer  1965 

Stephen  U.  Woodbury  Mechanic  1965 

George  A.  Watson  Sales  Mgr.  1965 

John  P.  Hingston  Executive  1965 

Felix  P.  Guarifto  Mfg.  Specialist  1965 

William  E.  Schroeder  Engineer  1965 

Roland  Q.  Melzard  Salesman  1965 

Barbara  L.  Goodpaster  Homemaker  1966 

Thomas  G.  Tagg,  Jr.  Shovel  Operator  1966 

Harold  T.  Fletcher  Automotive  Engl.  1966 

Charles  H.  DeGrandpre  Superintendent  1966 

David  Lampert  Business  Mgr.  1966 
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Richard  F.  Ray  Advertising  1966 

Mary  W.  Wetherbee  Homemaker  1966 

Prudence  W.  Holman  Homemaker  1966 

Thomas  L.  Reid  Engineer  1966 

George  D.  M.  Cunha  Restorationist  1966 

John  B.  Gamans  Retired  1966 

Clayton  F.  Rock  Retired  1966 

Walter  L.  Hall  Bank  Clerk  1966 

James  V.  Baxter  Retired  1967 

Robert  A.  Wood  Foreman  1967 

Anthony  Lepore  Truck  Driver  1967 

John  R.  Bond  Engineer  1967 

James  H.  Goss  Radar  Tech.  1967 

Richard  Skeffington,  Jr.  Book  Binder  1967 

John  A.  Gourley,  Jr.  Mgr.  1967 

John  M.  Sullivan  Gen.  Contractor  1967 

Richard  G.  Brisbois  State  Police  1967 

Lawrence  J.  Hyde  Planner  1967 

Roy  M.  Somes  Clerk  1967 

Ralph  G.  Hatt,  Jr.  Engineer  1967 

Donald  H.  Colter,  Jr.       Engineer  1967 

Dorman  W.  Burley  Newspaper  Mgr.  1967 

Ronald  Peverly,  Jr.  Sheet  Metal  Worker  1967 

Robert  E.'  Betts  Plant  Mgr.  1967 

Elwood  D.  Bickford  Biologist  1967 

H.  Sargent  Whittier  Sales  Mgr.  1967 

George  A.  Ross  Mgr.  1967 

Thelma  DesMaisons  Homemaker  1967 

Olivia  F.  Fraher  Homemaker  1967 

Estelle  R.  Levesque  Homemaker  1967 

Mabel  W.  Mueller  Homemaker  1967 

William  Spakowski  Gen.  Electric  1967 

Mary  Slachta  Homemaker  1967 


It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Jury  List  be  accepted  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1967  and  January  1,  1968,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions ■ of 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as 
may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer  to  borrow  money,  from  time  to  time,  under  the  conditions 
stated  in  the  article. 
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Fourth    To  raise,  assess,  and  appropriate'  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of 
all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of 
expending  same. 

1.    That  the  Town  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  the  elec- 
tive officers  from  January  1,  1967  as  follows: 


Moderator 
Selectmen 

Chairman 

Clerk 

Other  Member 
Treasurer 
Town  Collector 
Assessors 

Chairman 

Clerk 

Other  Member 
Planning  Board 
Chairman 
Clerk 


$  30.00 


400.00 
800.00 
300.00 
,000.00 
,000.00 


1,000.00 
750.00 
750.00 

350.00 
250.00 


Town  Clerk  $1,000.00 
Tree  Warden- aggregate  not 
to  exceed  $600.00  to  be 
charged  to  applicable  Moth, 
Shade,  §  Elm  Beetle  Approp. 
Road  Commissioner  $6,600.00 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 
Chairman  100.00 
Clerk  275.00 
Other  Member  100.00 


2.  That  the  Town  raise,  and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the 
following  budget: 


General  Government 


Moderator  30.00 

Selectmen  1,500.00 

Town  Accountant  600.00 

Town  Treasurer  3,000.00 

Town  Collector  3,000.00 

Assessors  2,500.00 

Finance  Committee  Clerk  50.00 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200.00 

Trust  Fund  Clerk  50.00 

Town  Clerk  1,000.00 

Planning  Board  600.00 

Lister  300.00 

12,830.00 

Town  Officer's  Expenses  17,000.00 

29,830.00 


Elections  2,000.00 

Town  Hall  5,000.00 

Selectmen's  Special  2,000.00 
Town  Hall  Remodeling 


38,830.00 
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Protection  of  Persons  §  Property       (5.20%  of  total) 


Police  Department 

Fire  Department 

Moth  Department 

Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Dept. 

Shade  Tree  Dept. 

Dutch  Elm  Disease 

Poison  Ivy  Control 

Wire  Inspector 

Town  Forest 

Building  Inspector 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Gas  Inspector 

Dog  Fund 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses 
Civilian  Defense 
Conversation 

Total  Protection  of  Property 


40,284.00 
18,055.00 
1,430.00 
400.00 
3,850.00 
4,400.00 
75.00 
1,000.00 
150.00 
2,000.00 
800.00 
800.00 
300.00 
520.00 

150.00 
74,214.00 


Health  and  Sanitation 


(1.09%  of  total) 


Health  Department 
Town  Dump 


8,000.00 
7,500.00 
15,500.00 


Highways 


(5. 78%  of  total) 


General 

Removing  Snow  §  Ice 
Chapter  81,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  Maintenance 
Chapter  90,  New  Construction 


26,000.00 
28.000.00 
7,200.00 
5,000.00 
4,750.00 


Road  Machinery  Fund 
Street  Lighting 
Total  Highways 


5,000.00 
6,500.00 
82,450.00 


Charities 


(1.68%  of  total) 


Including  General  Relief  Salaries,  Administration 
and  Expenses  of  Welfare  Board;  Aid  to  Disabled 
Persons;  Cash  and  other  Aid  to  Dependent  Children; 
Salaries,  Administration  and  other  Aid  for 
Old  Age  Assistance  23,957.Q0 


Water  Department       (2.04%  of  total) 


29,120.00 


Planning  Board 


(.16%  of  total) 


Up-dating  Town  Map  and  Street  numbers 


550.00 
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Misc.  Expenses -Relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes  1,350.00 
Sub -Commit tee  for  review  of  business  and 

industrial  areas  100.00 

Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses  330.00 

2,330.00 

Education,  School  Dept.  -  Elementary    (28.74%  of  total) 

General  Expenses  16,826.00 

Expenses  of  Instruction  300,845.00 

Auxiliary  Agencies  43,116.00 

Operation  and  Maintenance  of  plant  42,678.00 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  1,015.00 

Community  Services  1,600.00 

Programs  with  other  districts  3,710.00 

409.790.00 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School 

(Operating  -  34.62%  of  total) 
(Debt  -  4.66%  of  total) 

General  Control  1966  apportionment  493,661.47 

Net  debt  apportionment  66,490.43 

560,151.90 

Library  (1.35%  of  total) 

Operation  and  Expenses  19,220.00 
Recreation             (.58%  of  total) 

Park  Department  3,840.00 

Recreational  Facilities  §  Improvements  4,375.00 

8,215.00 

Cemeteries  (.47%  of  total) 

Operations  and  expenses  6,662.00 
Pensions                 (1.34%  of  total) 

Essex  County  Retirement  Fund  19,178.69 
Soldiers'  Benefits       (.44%  of  total) 

Veterans'  Service  Center  1,235.00 

Veterans'  Benefits  5,000.00 

6,235.00 

Unclassified  (1.58%  of  total) 

Town  reports  1,800.00 
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Memorial  Day  Observance 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  Graves 
Insurance 

Long  Range  School  Planning 
Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance 


Maturing  Debt  §  Interest 


(2.011  of  total) 


Water  Bonds 
Water  Bonds 
Water  Bond 
School  Bonds 
School  Bonds 
School  Bonds 


5/61 
5/49 
8/66 
8/51 
9/54 
3/62 


School  Loan  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65 
Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 
Town  Library  Remodeling  Bonds  8/66 


Interest  on  Short  Term  Notes 


(5.54%  of  total) 


Maturing  Bonds 

Water  Bonds  5/49 

Water  Bonds  5/61 

Water  Bonds  8/66 

Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bond  8/66 

Town  Library  Remodeling  Bond  8/66 

School  Bonds  8/51 

School  Bonds  9/54 

School  Bonds  3/62 

School  Remodeling  Bonds  8/65 


Total  Budget  Recommendations 
Total  Special  Articles  Estimated 
Total  All  Recommendations 
Estimated  State  Charges 

Grand  Total  All  Recommendations  and  Estimates 


;  750.00 
50.00 
13,000.00 
100.00 
6,800.00 
22,500.00 


633.75 
962.50 
6,426.00 
950.00 
800.00 
12,400.00 
900.00 
1,260.00 
1,260.00 
25,592.25 
3,000.00 
28,592.25 


10,000.00 
3,000.00 

15,000.00 
3,000.00 
3,000.00 

10,000.00 
5,000.00 

25,000.00 
5,000.00 

79,000.00 

1,425,945.84 
62,441.83 

1,488,387.67 
45,000.00 

1,533,387.67 


The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  this  schedule. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Department, 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees. 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(e)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
all  or  any  part  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  Funds  named  above  to  the 
respective  departments. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money-  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Dept. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  use  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  which  were  approximately  $1,000.00 
toward  the  1967  budget. 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $7,500.00  for  this  article  for  1967. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1967. 
There  was  no  recommendation  necessary  as  there  were  no  outstanding 
bills. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  public 
highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  County  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the 
Article . 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess,  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $14,100.00 
to  meet  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of  the  work  on  Chapter  81,  re- 
imbursements from  the  state  to  be  restored,  upon  their  receipt,  to 
unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  90 ,  maintenance  of  highways  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town 
so  voted. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $14,250.00 
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to  meet  the  State  and  County's  share  of  the  work  on  Chapter  90,  con- 
struction, reimbursements  from  the  State  and  County  to  be  restored, 
upon  their  receipt,  to  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  as  provided  in  Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1965,  a 
total  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Ninety- four  and  89/100 
($3,794.89)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  approp- 
riate said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  this  article  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  approp- 
riate  the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  ($3,000.00)  Dollars  with  which  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  is  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Police  Department, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  a  vehicle  to  be  used  as  a 
police  cruiser,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  with  the  money  so  provided  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the 
Police  Department  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  a  2  door 
sedan  to  be  used  as  a  police  cruiser. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  sell  the  Highway  Department's  1955  Chevrolet  Dump  Truck, 
and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Seven  Thousand 
$7,000.00)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to  purchase 
for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner  a 
dump  truck,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  sell  the  1955  Chevrolet  Dump  Truck  of  the  High- 
way Department,  and  also  to  appropriate  $7,000.00  to  purchase  a  new 
dump  truck,  said  purchase  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the 
advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner.    Said  appropriation  of  $7,000.00  to  be 
met  by  transferring  $5,000.00  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  and  $2,000.00 
from  surplus  revenue. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  sell  the  1955  Highway  Department's  Good  Roads  Sander,  and 
vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Twenty- five  Hundred 
($2,500.00)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen' is  to  purchase 
for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner, 
a  highway  sander,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  sell  the  1955  Highway  Department's  Good  Road 
Sander,  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Twenty-five 
Hundred  ($2,500.00)  Dollars,  with  which  the  Board  of  Selectmen  is  to 
purchase  for  the  Highway  Department,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Commissioner,  a  highway  sander. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  installing  new  culverts  in  the  area  of  Prospect  Street 
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adjacent  to  the  existing  culverts  under  Prospect  Street  on  Cleaveland 
Brook;  such  funds  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Drainage 
Committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
surplus  revenue  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $10,000.00  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
stalling new  culverts  in  the  area  of  Prospect  Street  adjacent  to  the 
existing  culverts  under  Prospect  Street  on  Cleaveland  Brook;  such  funds 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Drainage  Committee. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  "Normandy  Row"  and 
"Maple  Lane"  as  public  ways,  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  bound- 
aries and  measurements  of  said  ways  as  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  plans  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  accept  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  ways,  and 
name  them  "Normandy  Row"  and  "Maple  Lane",  as  indicated  on  said  plans. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  favorable  on  this  article. 
Theodore  J.  Williams  asked  questions  of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Plan- 
ning Board  regarding  Maple  Lane  and  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the 
Finance  Committee's  motion  by  striking  out  the  words  "Maple  Lane" 
wherever  these  words  appear  in  the  article  and  to  substitute  the  word 
way  instead  of  ways.    This  motion  was  seconded  and  a  voice  vote  on  the 
motion  as  amended  so  carried. 

Six  people  question  the  voice  vote  and  called  for  a  standing  vote  which 
resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee  motion 

163 

Those  against  the  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  motion  63 
The  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  motion  so  carried. 
Mr.  Robert  Porter,  Danvers,  owner  of  #5  and  #7  Maple  Lane  asked  per- 
mission of  the  Town  to  speak  on  this  article  and  permission  was  so 
granted. 

He  asked  that  the  Town  reconsider  the  vote  to  amend  the  article.  This 
was  seconded  but  the  Town  voted  against  it. 

The  motion  of  the  Finance  Committee  as  amended  to  accept  "Normandy  Row" 
as  a  public  way  was  so  voted  by  the  Town. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote,  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  401,  Acts  of  1966,  General  Laws,  to  extend  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  coverage  now  carried  by  the  Town  to  include  certain  elect- 
ed and/or  appointed  officials  of  the  Town. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  extend  Work- 
men' s  compensation  coverage  now  carried  by  the  Town  to  include  certain 
elected  and/or  appointed  town  officers  as  designated  by  the  Selectmen 
excluding  Selectmen,  and  members  of  the  Fire  Department  and  Police 
Department . 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  grants  from  the  State 
to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1965  and  1966,  said  grants  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if 
any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grants. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  grants 
from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1965  and  1966,  the  aggregate 
of  which  is  $1,675.50  and  in  meeting  the  appropriation  of  the  Library 
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Department  under  Article  4,  that  this  sum  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount 
to  be  raised. 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Park  De- 
partment to  sell  its  mowing  machine  and  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  for  the  Park  Department,  a  power 
mower,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  sell  the  Park 
Department's  mowing  machine  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $1,200.00  for  a  power  mower  for  the  Park  Department. 

Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  for  the  Cemetery  Department  to  purchase  a  four 
wheel  riding  tractor  with  a  rotary  cutting  blade  attachment  and  any 
other  attachments,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,200.00  for  this  purpose. 

Twenty -third   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the  Cemetery  Depart- . 
ment  a  1/2  ton  pick-up  truck,  said  purchase  to  be  made  by  the  Cemetery 
Department,  with  the  ^advice  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  for  this  purpose. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  lease  from  the  Videtta 
Corporation  of  Peabody,  for  the  purpose  of  dumping  cesspool  and  septic 
tank  sludge  effluent  and  waste,  a  two  acre  parcel  of  land,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  property  line  between  land  of  the  Town 
of  Topsfield  and  that  of  the  Videtta  Corporation,  which  point  is 
four  hundred  seventy- three  (473')  feet,  S.  55°  56'  East  of  the 
former  property  of  the  Boston  §  Maine  Railroad  measured  on  said  line 
the  area  leased  is  bounded  by  a  line  running  NORTH  38°  45'  EAST  for 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  seventy-seven  (277')  feet  to  a  point 
Southeasterly  from  Hovey  Road  as  laid  out  on  a  plan  entitled  "Pro- 
posed Development  West  of  Pye  Brook",  thence  SOUTH  55°. 56'  EAST  for 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  fifty  (250')  feet,  more  or  less  to  the 
rear  corner  of  LOT  No.. 52  on  said  plan,  and  continuing  on' the  same 
course  about  two  hundred  twenty  (220')  feet  to  a  ditch  by  other  land 
of  The  Videtta  Corporation;  thence  Southwesterly  along  said  ditch 
to  the  boundary  of  the  first-mentioned  Town  property  approximately 
two  hundred  seventy-seven  (277')  feet;  thence,, 
Northwesterly  along  said  property  line  about  four  hundred  seventy 
(470')  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning, 

the  terms  of  the  said  lease  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Health  which  shall  regulate  the  use  of  the  said  area,  the 
Town  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to 
carry  out  the  purposes  of  any  action  voted  hereunder. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  leasing  the  area  described  in  the  article 
and  to  properly  prepare  said  area  for  the  described  purpose,  subject 
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to  the  approval  of  the  State  Health  Department. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on  this  article  and  several  people 
from  that  area  spoke  in  opposition. 

Finally  the  question  was  put  to  the  floor  -  the  Noes  carried,  and  the 
article  was  not  voted. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and/or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Three  Thous- 
and Five  Hundred  ($3,500.00)  Dollars  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  storage  building 
adjacent  to  the  existing  pumping  station,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  "recommended  favorable  action"  on  this  article 
and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  for  office  furniture  in  the  Town  Hall,  said 
purchase  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  the  sum  of 
$5,000.00  be  transferred  from  Surplus  Revenue  for  the  purchase  of 
furnishings  for  the  Town  Hall.    This  purchase  to  be  made  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  and  use  as  a 
publice  playground  or  recreation  center,  under  General  Laws,  Chapter 
45    S  14,  land  owned  by  it  on  Grove  Street,  and  purchased  by  it  in 
1954  and  1955,  or  any  other  Town-owned  land,  and  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
construction  of  tennis  courts  on  said  land,  the  said  construction  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  sum  of  $9,500.00  be  trans- 
ferred from  Surplus  Revenue  for  the  construction  of  two  (2)  tennis 
courts.    This  project  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen. 

A  standing  vote  was  called  for  on  this  article  which  resulted  as 
follows : 

Those  in  favor  of  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  142 
Those  against  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  95 
The  article  so  carried. 

Twenty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  equipping,  operating  and  maintaining  a  com- 
munications center,  and  in  meeting  said  appropriation  to  transfer  a  sum 
of  money  from  that  appropriated  for  the  Police  Department  appropriation, 
to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from  that  appropriated  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from  that  appropriated  for  the 
Town  officers'  expenses  appropriation,  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate an  additional  sum  of  money  for  said  purpose,  said  operations  to 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate 
$11,700.00  for  this  purpose,  the  sum  of  $2,583.00  to  be  transferred 
from  the'  Police  Department  appropriation,  the  sum  of  $1,915.00  to  be 
transferred  from  the  Fire  Department  appropriation,  the  sum  of  $608.00 
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to  be  transferred  from  the  Town  Officers'  expense  appropriation  and 
that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  additional  sum 
of  $6,594.00  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Wood  spoke  on  the  needs  for  this  communications  center. 
The  Town  then  voted  on  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  and  the 
article  so  carried. 

Twenty-ninth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  Asses - 
sors  to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for 
the  current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be 
taken. 

Thirty- first  -To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  with  respect  to 
rescinding  the  unused  portion,  which  is  One  Hundred  Sixty  ($160.00) 
Dollars,  of  the  amount  to  be  borrowed,  voted  under  Article  27  of  the 
1966  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  rescind  the 
unused  portion  of  $160.00  of  the  amount  to  be  borrowed  voted  under 
Article  27  of  the  1966  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Thirty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement  con- 
veyed  by  Thomas  Ralph  to  the  Town  over  his  land  at  20  Washington  Street, 
Topsfield. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  this  article  as 
written. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  One  Hundred  Seventy- two  and  53/100  ($172.53)  Dollars  of  the 
1961  Steward  School  appropriation,  to  be  applied  against  the  principal 
of  the  maturing  debt  for  the  Steward  School  loan  due  in  1967,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
the  unexpended  balance  of  One  Hundred  Seventy-two  and  53/100  (172.53) 
Dollars  of  the  1961  Steward  School  appropriation,  to  be  applied  against 
the  principal  of  the  maturing  debt  for  the  Steward  School  Loan  due  in 
1967. 

Thirty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
($1,000.00)  Dollars  to  be  used  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  survey  of  the  need  for  posting  speed  signs  and  for 
the  purchase  of  such  signs  as  are  necessary. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken. 
After  some  discussion  on  the  floor,  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance 
Committee  was  voted  on  and  so  carried. 


34 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


Thirty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  One  Thousand 
($1,000.00)  Dollars  to  be  spent  by  the  Police  Department  for  guards  at 
the  School  crossing  on  Colerain  Road. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on  this  article  and  Mr.  David  Hart 
of  Arrowhead  Road  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee's  rec- 
ommendation as  follows: 

I  move  we  amend  the  motion  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  Article  35 

to  read  as  follows: 

I  move  that  the  Town  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  One  Thousand  ($1,000.00).  Dollars  to  be  spent  by  the 
Police  Department  for  School  Crossing  Guard(s)  on  Washington  Street 
by  or  near  Parsonage  Lane  or  Colerain  Road. 
This  was  seconded  and  a  standing  vote  resulted  in   Yes  72    No  75 
The  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  that  no  action  be  taken  was  then 
voted  on  and  so  carried. 

Thirty- sixth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law  of  the  cost  of  providing 
care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may  be  residents  of  the 
Town. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for  this  purpose. 

Thirty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  ac- 
cordance with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $400.00  for  this  purpose. 

Thirty- eighth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  the  Elemen- 
tary School  Department  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  not  to  exceed 
$850.00  from  their  budget  to  the  Library  Department. 

The  Moderator  then  stated  that  the  meeting  was  adjourned  and  would  re- 
convene at  the  Firehouse,  Tuesday  morning,  March  7,  1967  at  7  A.M. 
under  the  direction  of  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Town 
Officials  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  seven  o'clock  A.M.  Tuesday,  March  7,  1967,  the  polls  were  declared 
open  until  7  P.M.  when  they  were  declared  closed. 
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The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows: 


Philip  Kendall 
Helena  Taft 
Ruth  Mott 


Greta  Geary 
Ruth  Bouchard 
Clarence  Kneeland 


Helen  Thompson 
Kenneth  Selburg 
Pauline  Hyde 


Jean  Kitching 
Virginia  Allen 
Elinore  Ansteensen 


The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  377. 
This  agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 
The  Moderator,  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box  and 
the  whole  number  was  377.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted  and 
declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows: 


Moderator 

John  Kimball,  Jr.  363* 
Selectman  (3  yrs.) 

John  A.  Sanger  355* 
Assessors  (  3  yrs.) 

Antonio  D'Agostino  347* 
Board  of  Public  Welfare  (2  yrs.) 

Herbert  A.  Towne  350* 


Board  of  Public  Welfare  (3  yrs.) 

John  R.  Walsh  341* 
School  Committee  (  3  yrs.) 

John  A.  Cerino  128 

Milton  E.  Sorenson  225* 
Regional  District  School  Comm. 
(3  yrs.) 

K.  Frank  Austen  339* 
Tree  Warden  (  1  yr.) 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland  356* 
Park  Commissioner 

Douglas  W.  Rankin  253* 

Rosalie  A.  Mann  117 


Commissioner  of  Cemetery  (3  yrs.) 

David  P.  Small idge  350* 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (1  yr.) 

Alan  K.  Radack  345* 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (2  yrs.) 

C.  Lawrence  Bond  329 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (3  yrs.) 

Marion  G.  Kimball  305* 

Barbara  K.  Booth  195* 

Barbara  H.  Cohen  145 
Constable  (1  yr.) 

Theodore  J.  Williams  337* 
Road  Commissioner  (1  yr.) 

William  T.  Gamble  342* 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (3  yrs.) 

Raymond  S.  Roberts  13* 
Water  Commissioner  (3  yrs.) 

Walter  K.  Anderson  344* 
Planning  Board  (1  yr.) 

James  R.  Klock  340* 
Planning  Board  (5  yrs.) 

Jackson  0.  Welsh  339* 


These  marked  with  *  elected. 


A  True  Copy 

Attest 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 


Town  Clerk 
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JURY  LIST  1968 


Barbara  L.  Goodpaster 

Homemaker 

1966 

Harold  T.  Fletcher 

Automotive  Eng. 

1966 

David  Lampert 

Business  Mgr. 

1966 

Richard  F.  Ray 

Advertising 

1966 

Prudence  W.  Holman 

Homemaker 

1966 

Thomas  L.  Re id 

Engineer 

1966 

George  D.  M.  Cunha 

Restorationist 

1966 

John  B.  Gamans 

Retired 

1966 

Clayton  F.  Rock 

Retired 

1966 

Walter  L.  Hall 

Bank  Clerk 

1966 

James  V.  Baxter 

Retired 

1967 

John  R.  Bond 

Engineer 

1967 

James  H.  Goss 

Radar  Tech. 

1967 

John  A.  Gourley,  Jr. 

Manager 

1967 

John  M.  Sullivan 

General  Contractor 

1967 

Richard  C.  Brisbois 

State  Police 

1967 

Lawrence  J.  Hyde 

Planner 

1967 

Roy  M.  Somes 

Clerk 

1967 

Ralph  G.  Hatt,  Jr. 
Richard  Skeffington,  Jr. 

Engineer 

1967 

Book  Binder 

1967 

Donald  H.  Colter,  Jr. 

Engineer 

1967 

Dorman  W.  Burley 

Newspaper  Mgr. 

1967 

Ronald  Peverly,  Jr. 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

1967 

Robert  E.  Betts 

Plant  Mgr. 

1967 

Elwood  D.  Bickford 

Biologist 

1967 

H.  Sargent  Whittier 

Sales  Mgr. 

1967 

George  A.  Ross 

Manager 

1967 

Thelma  DesMaisons 

Homemaker 

1967 

Olivia  F.  Fraher 

Homemaker 

1967 

Es telle  R.  Levesque 

Homemaker 

1967 

Mabel  W.  Mueller 

Homemaker 

1967 

Mary  Slachta 

Homemaker 

1967 

Leslie  L.  Devanna,  Sr. 

Retired 

1968 

Charles  0.  Leach 

Retired 

1968 

Mary  W.  Sanger 

Homemaker 

1968 

Alma  E.  Ives 

Homemaker 

1968 

Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Machinist 

1968 

Eileen  S.  Desmarais 

Homemaker 

1968 

Martha  W.  Barber 

Homemaker 

1968 

Alan  S.  Wiswell 

Engineer 

1968 

T.  More land  Wetmore 

Ins .  Broker 

1968 

Robert  H.  Sanders 

Draftsman 

1968 

Lorraine  Onufry 

Homemaker 

1968 

Robert  A.  Richman 

Engineer 

1968 

Constance  R.  Barker 

Homemaker 

1968 

Russell  E.  Lord 

Sales  Mgr. 

1968 

Willard  A.  Flagg,  Jr. 

Elec.  Eng. 

1968 
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Campbell  P.  Steward  Engineer  1968 

William  G.  Stieritz  Engineer  1968 

Sigmund  H.  Eskind  Purch.  Agent  1968 

Louise  R.  Murray  Homemaker  1968 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

There  were  seventy- two  permits  granted:  39  new  buildings 

16  remodeling 

3  water  service  connections 
14  water  heaters 


Respectively  submitted, 

WENDELL  P.  HALL 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 


TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 

The  state  of  the  Town  Forest  is  unchanged.  The  Fire  lanes  have  not  been 
trimmed  for  several  years. 

The  land  that  enters  from  Haverhill  Road  is  in  poor  condition  and  will 
be  trimmed  this  coming  Spring. 

Respectfully  submitted 


Larry  C.  Dosh 
George  W.  Day 
John  J.  Hurley 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  and  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
REPORT 

Following  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  Elections  of  1967  the  Selectmen 
met  and  organized.    William  C.  Abbott,  Chairman;  Gilbert  L.  Steward, 
Jr. ,  Clerk;  John  A.  Sanger,  third  member. 

The  Selectmen  also  serve  as  the  Board  of  Health. 

Regular  meetings  are  held  the  first  and  third  Monday  of  each  month, 
with  additional  meetings  as  required. 

There  were  no  Special  Town  Meetings  called  during  1967. 

Mr.  Sumner  Raymond  who  had  served  faithfully  as  Town  Counsel  for  over 
twenty  years  resigned,  due  to  pressure  of  his  increasing  legal  prac- 
tice, and  Mr.  William  G.  Evans  was  appointed  to  this  office.    His  six 
years  as  a  Selectman  affords  an  excellent  back- ground  for  his  duties 
as  Town  Counsel. 

Mr.  Chester  Hood  is  doing  an  outstanding  job  as  Dog  Officer. 

The  Communications  Center,  located  in  the  Town  Hall,  adjacent  to  the 
Police  Department's  new  offices  is  working  out  very  well.    All  Police, 
Fire  and  Emergency  calls  go  through  this  center,  as  well  as  all  calls 
on  regular  Town  business  and  general  information,  which  are  referred 
to  the  Town  Hall  Offices  for  answering. 

We  have  added  to  the  Police  Department  so  that  we  now  have  twenty- four 
hour  cruiser  service.    The  Department  consists  of  the  Chief,  Sergeant 
and  two  full  time  patrolmen,  with  two  cruisers,  one  being  equipped  as 
an  ambulance.    There  is  evidence  that  this  full  time  force  has,  and 
will  continue,  to  hold  violations  of  all  kinds  to  a  minimum. 

The  Town  continues  to  grow,  we  now  have  a  population  of  nearly  5,000. 
More  and  more  State  and  Federal  laws  governing  municipal  and  health 
activities  must  be  considered,  and  the  details  involved  become  more 
complicated.    We  are  reccomending  that  a  Board  of  Health  Agent  be 
appointed  to  handle  all  Board  of  Health  matters,  and  that  a  trash 
collection  service,  with  disposal  out  of  town,  be  established  and 
the  Town  Dump,  as  now  operated,  be 'discontinued. 

It  now  appears  that  the  State  will  take  over,  about  July  first,  1968, 
all  Welfare  matters  now  handled  by  our  local  Welfare  Board,  which  will 
then  have  no  further  responsibility.    This  change  will  undoubtedly  in- 
crease the  cost  of  Welfare  in  Topsfield  by  a  considerable  amount. 

We  may  also  expect  an  increase  in  the  cost  for  Veterans  Aid. 

Topsfield  continues  to  be  most  fortunate  in  having  many  interested 
citizens  who  serve  in  various  Town  Committees  and  give  freely  of  their 
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time  and  effort  to  keep  the  work  of  these  Committees  active.  The 
Selectmen  appreciate  this  cooperation. 

Mr.  Osgood  Richard,  Health  and  Milk  Inspector  continued  to  take 
samples  of  dairy  products  and  inspect  deliveries  at  houses  and  stores. 
He  has  also  inspected  locations  where  food  has  been  served.    His  con- 
scientous  efforts  assures  the  residents  of  Topsfield  of  products  meet- 
ing the  State  Board  of  Health  regulations. 

Dr.  Lois  K.  Rogers,  Board  of  Health  Agent,  reports  communicable 
disease  in  1967  as  follows: 


Chicken  Pox  4 

Dog  Bites  12 

German  Measles  1 

Mumps  2 

Whooping  Cough  3 


Streptococcal  Infections ....  33 

The  above  figures  are  not  a  fair  representation  of  the  incidents  of 
reportable  illness  in  Topsfield  during  1967,  since  both,  relatives  of 
patients  and  members  of  the  medical  and  nursing  professions,  have 
failed  to  submit  reports  in  many  incidences. 

The  wide  spread  use  of  measle  vaccine  has  been  most  effective  in  re- 
ducing the  incidences  of  regular  measles,  but  there  is  no  adequate 
explanation  for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  reports  of  communicable 
diseases  in  general  in  a  town  with  a  steadily  increasing  population. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WILLIAM  C.  ABBOTT,  Chairman 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR.,  Clerk 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Health 
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PERSONNEL  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF 
Philip  L.  Godbout 
DEPUTY  CHIEFS 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Richard  Crocker 

CAPTAINS 
Ronald  Giovannacci 
Howard  Stultz 
Myron  F.  Williams,  Jrs. 
Robert  A.  Wood 


PRIVATES 


Leslie  Clewes 
Vito  Costanza 
Antonio  D'Aogstino 
Nicholas  D'Agostino 
Pasquale  D'Agostino 
George  S.  Day 
George  W.  Day 
Clayton  Elliott 
Benjamin  English,  Jr 
David  Fuller 
William  Gamble 
Warren  Giovannacci 
Philip  Griffin 
Dean  Harwood 


Frederick  Jones 
David  Jordan 
Wallace  Kneeland 
John  Leadvaro 
Alexander  Longo 
Gordon  Newton 
Charles  Osborne 
Roger  Peabody 
Luther  Robinson 
John  Sullivan 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 


Frank  Watson 
Roger  Wildes 


Stephen  Woodbury 


Richard  Wyman 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1967. 

The  communication  center  which  opened  in  May  has  been  a  great  asset  to 
the  efficiency  of  our  department.    We  wish  to  thank  the  chief  operator, 
Mrs.  Lila  Wildes,  and  all  the  operators  for  doing  a  great  job  in  an- 
swering all  our  telephone  and  radio  calls. 


Our  emergency  number  is  887  -  2121 


Give  name,  address  and  location  of  emergency. 


For  burning  permits  call  887  -  2116 


For  Fire  Chief,  call  887  -  5934 


The  record  for  1967: 


116  alarms  -  66  bell  -  50  still 


2 
15 
9 
13 
17 
1 
12 
3 
7 
7 


house  fires 


8 
4 
3 
3 
2 
1 
4 
5 
30 
2 


gasoline  spills 


grass 

wood 

bursh 

dump 

garage 


oven  fires 
incinerator 
oil  burner 
lawn  mowers 


car 

chimney 

electric 

false 


airplane  crash 
no  service 
out  of  town  calls 
oil  burner  permits 
blasting  permits 


Respectfully  submitted, 


PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT,  Chief 
CLIFTON  P.ELLIOTT,  Deputy  Chief 
RICHARD  CROCKER,  Deputy  Chief 


Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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MOSQUITO  CONTROL  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  objective  of  our  mosquito  control  program  is  twofold:  the  assess- 
ment of  those  species  which  are  vectors  for  disease,  and  the  lowering 
of  the  populations  of  the  biting  species  to  a  level  which  would  permit 
normal  outdoor  activities. 

Our  original  Basic  Survey  identified  the  species,  breeding  areas, 
densities,  and  their  general  flight  range.    Where  practical,  we  have 
considered  the  life  cycles,  feeding  habits,  larval  habitats,  and  adult 
resting  places.    It  was  on  the  strength  of  the  Basic  Survey  that  rec- 
ommendations were  made  for  an  operational  control  program  on  two 
fronts:  an  immediate,  temporary  relief  program,  and  a  long-term  control 
program.    Both  of  these  efforts  will  be  evaluated  later  in  this  report. 

We  are  presently  involved  in  an  Operational  Survey  of  the  measures 
being  taken.    A  continuing  monitoring  and  evaluation  of  the  present 
approach  supplies  the  evidence  showing  the  effectiveness  of  this  con- 
trol operations,  and  the  data  for  the  comparison  throughout  mosquito 
season  and  from  year  to  year.    We  are  attempting  to  assess  an  index  of 
populations,  their  fluctuations,  and  a  time-table  of  the  various 
species.    This  is  a  more  significant  approach  than  an  absolute  or 
quantitative  census  of  population- dens i ties . 

Our  investigation  of  the  mosquito  problem  has  reaffirmed  our  convic- 
tion that  neither  the  cause  nor  the  solution  is  possible  within  the 
confines  of  Tops fie Id.    It  is  agreed  that  local  engineering,  larvacid- 
ing,  and  adult  spraying  would  be  a  significant  as  well  as  a  necessary 
positive  approach.    However,  our  survey  has  revealed  that  even  if  we 
were  to  effectively  reduce  the  number  of  our  own  local  varieties,  we 
would  soon  be  invaded  from  our  bordering  towns.    We  would  still  suffer 
the  vicious  attacks  of  Ae.  cantator  and  Ae.  sollicitans  from  the  salt 
marshes. 

Not  withstanding  the  mechanical  and  administrative  complexity  of  the 
operation,  the  procurement  of  heavy  equipment  and  trained  personnel 
alone  would  be  prohibitive  both  in  cost  and  execution.    Topsfield  and 
all  Essex  County  have  no  choice  but  to  support  the  efforts  of  the 
Essex  County  Mosquito  Control  Project.    It  is  necessary  to  preface  any 
evaluation  of  the  County's  limited  accomplishments  with  the  following 
observation. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  County  program,  Mr.  Robert  Spencer,  had  em- 
barked on  an  ambitious  program  with  only  a  limited  budget,  no  equip- 
ment, no  trained  personnel,  and  no  permanent  quarters.    In  two  years 
he  has  trained  many  men  and  has  six  full-time  men  on  his  staff.  He 
hopes  to  increase  it  to  eight,  but  is  having  some  difficulty  in  at- 
tracting workers  on  the  competitive  market.    His  quarters  at  6  Kern- 
wood  Avenue,  Beverly,  are  large  enough  to  accomodate  the  additional 
heavy  equipment  that  he  hopes  to  eventually  receive. 

This  year's  larvaciding  program  was  inadequate  to  significantly  reduce 
the  index  of  the  mosquito  population.    There  are  far  too  many  breeding 
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sites,  most  of  them  in  off-beaten  tracks  which  are  too  time  consuming 
for  the  Project's  crews  to  approach  because  of  an  overtaxed  schedule. 
Topsfield's  breeding  areas  are  so  numerous  that  it  alone  could  keep  the 
present  crew  occupied  most  of  the  time.    However,  Topsfield  did  receive 
its  fair  share  of  larvaciding  and  ditching.    Our  recommendations  on 
ditching  and  larviciding  are  discussed  later  in  this  report. 

A  report  of  work  accomplished  by  the  Essex  County,  Revere,  Winthrop, 
and  North  Reading  Mosquito  Control  Project  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
during  1967: 

Winter  prehatch  or  ice  dusting  for  larval  control-  -  -30  acres 

Spring  larviciding  with  #2  fuel  Oil-  --------  -17  acres 

Spring  larviciding  with  *Abate-  -----------15  acres 

Days  during  the  summer  when  Project  equipment  sprayed  and  fogged  to 
control  the  adult  mosquitoes : 

June  6,  7s 

July  17,  24,  25,  31. 

August  1,  7,  8,  14,  16,  28,  30,  31. 

September  1,  5,  6,  11,  21,  22. 

The  summer  of  1967  was  a  severe  one  mosquito-wise  for  Topsfield,  for 
Essex  County,  for  Massachusetts,  the  entire  Northeast  and  the  Eastern 
seaboard  from  Maine  to  Virginia.    The  heavy  snows  of  late  winter  coupl- 
ed -with  copious  rainfall  during  spring  and  early  summer  combined  to 
bring  an  end  to  a  serious  drought  of  several  years  duration.  Swamps, 
woodland  pools  and  depressions  which  had  been  dry  for  sometime  became 
active  as  mosquito  breeders.    The  eggs  of  several  woodland  species  of 
mosquitoes  are  unique  in  that  they  can  remain  viable  in  the  leaves  and 
vegetation  on  the  forest  floor  for  several  years  and  then  hatch  upon 
reflood,    This  condition  led  to  an  exceptionally  heavy  spring  brood  of 
mosquitoes.    The  normal  life  expectancy  of  the  adult  mosquito  is  sixty 
days,  a  period  which  can  be  shortened  or  extended  depending  on  weather 
conditions.    This  period  was  extended  by  the  wet  weather  of  June  and 
July.    The  Culex  or  house  mosquito  which  breeds  for  the  most  part  in 
artificial  conditions  such  as  road-side  ditches,  gutters,  catch  basins, 
dumps,  discarded  tire  casings  or  anything  that  will  hold  water  for  a 
period  of  a  week,  was  provided  with  ideal  breeding  sites  all  summer 
long.    The  mosquito  breeding  on  the  salt  marshes  was  constant  as  the 
shallow  surface  water  which  normally  dries  up  between  periods  of  flood 
tides  was  constantly  replenished  by  the  rains.    This  mosquito  reared 
many  miles  from  Topsfield,  because  of  its  migratory  capability,  created 
a  serious  nuisance  in  the  Town  from  mid- July  through  Labor  Day. 

In  order  to  cope  with  the  problem  the  Project  conducted  a  program  of 
fogging  and  spraying  which  found  one  spray  truck  operating  in  Town  at 
least  one  day  per  week  from  July  17,  through  September  22.    The  record 
shows  such  activity  in  Topsfield  on  18  days  during  this  period  for 
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twice  per  week  average.  During  the  winter  and  spring  a  total  of  sixty- 
two  acres  were  treated  in  the  prehatch  and  larviciding  program. 

The  objective  of  this  Project  is  the  reduction  of  the  mosquito  breeding 
potential  through  permanent  elimination  of  the  breeding  sites.  This 
type  of  work  is  costly  and  time  consuming  as  it  involves  the  brushing 
out  along  brooks  and  streams  before  they  can  be  reclaimed  either  man- 
ually or  through  the  employment  of  power  equipment.    During  the  fall 
of  1966,  the  Project  brushed  out  the  brook  which  extends  from  Washing- 
ton Street,  past  the  end  of  Meadowview  Road,  through  the  Fox  Run  de- 
velopment and  thence  under  Prospect  Street  to  the  Ipswich  River.  The 
many  mosquito  breeding  sites  along  this  stream  will  be  eliminated  with 
the  dredging  which  is  scheduled  for  the  near  future.    To  date  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  Project  has  permitted  the  employment  of 
but  six  permanent  laborers  who  are  responsible  for  the  work  accomplish- 
ed in  23  cities  and  towns.    Chapter  553,  of  the  Acts  of  1967,  provides 
for  an  increase  of  monies  available  to  the  Project  and  the  opportunity 
to  expand  the  work  in  the  field  by  adding  to  the  labor  force. 

In  spite  of  the  nightmare  which  was  the  summer  of  1967,  the  Project 
is  moving  ahead  with  its  long  range  program  of  mosquito  abatement. 
Much  depends  on  the  patience,  cooperation,  and  understanding  of  the 
people  whom  we  serve. 

Our  expectations  for  a  more  effective  control  are  tempered  by  the 
limits  of  our  involvement.    Some  of  our  citizens  compare  our  effec- 
tiveness with  areas  such  as  New  Jersey  and  Florida.    We  must  remind 
ourselves  that  these  States  have  spent  literally  millions  of  dollars 
over  a  period  of  years  to  achieve  their  level  of  success.    We  should 
accept  the  fact  that  we  have  developed  a  fine  rural  Town  in  a  mosquito 
haven.    It  should  also  be  evident  that  our  Essex  County  Mosquito  Con- 
trol Project  is  still  young:    therefore, it  must  train  men  locally  to 
do  the  job;  it  must  purchase  all  the  necessary  equipment;  it  must  , 
serve  an  area  greater  than  its  budget  permits  adequately;  and  it  must 
of  necessity  incorporate  all  areas  of  Essex  County  and  eventually  work 
jointly  with  other  abutting  counties. 

Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that: 

1.  We  give  complete  endorsement  to  the  objectives  of 
the  Essex  County,  Revere,  Winthrop,  and  North  Reading 
Mosquito  Control  Project. 

2.  We  (and  all  of  the  communities  in  the  County)  should 
pursue  legislative  assistance  to  greatly  increase 
the  budget  of  the  Project. 

3.  We  encourage  the  remaining  minority  of  the  other 
communities  in  the  County  to  assume  their  responsi- 
bility to  the  Project. 

The  Committee  has  also  considered  the  following: 
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1.  We  supplement  the  Project  with  our  own  spirited 
citizen  role  which  will  be  outlined  at  a  later 
date  if  ruled  favorably  by  the  Committee. 

2.  We  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  Town  Engineer  and 
his  Department  in  executing  the  control  measures 
suggested  by  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service. 

3.  We  consider  the  feasibility  of  employing  and  train- 
ing our  own  work  crews  to  effect  a  more  thorough 
larviciding  program. 

4.  We  purchase  and  operate  our  own  mist  blowers  or 
heat- generated  fog  units. 

5.  We  pursuade  all  private  landowners  to  relinquish  any 
opposition  in  lieu  of  the  total  health  program. 

We  remind  our  citizens  that  we  are  in  fact  living 
in  an  endemic  area  for  secondary  infection  in  children, 
and  a  potential  powder  key  with  the  presence  in 
Topsfield  of  Culex  pipiens  and  Culex  restruans ,  and 
Culiseca  melanua  not  too  far  away. 

We  should  withdraw  any  hopes  for  relief  unless  we 
are  sincere  and  committed  to  an  effective  control. 
Mosquitoes  will  not  be  intimidated  by  a  token  control 
program. 

MOSQUITOES  OF  SIGNIFICANCE  IN  TOPSFIELD: 

A.  in  great  number  from  spring  on: 

Ae.  excrucians 
Ae.  intrudens~ 

B.  in  restricted  areas: 

Culex  pipiens 
Culex  restruans 
Culex  salinarius 

C.  in  great  numbers  in  mid-August  and  September: 

Ae.  sollicitans 

D.  in  spring  at  low  index: 

Ae.  cantator 
Ae.  abserratus 

Submitted  by:    John  P.  Sangermano,  Consultant,  Topsfield  Mosquito 
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Control  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

ELWOOD  BICKFORD,  Chairman 
PAUL  T.  LOUGHLIN 
WILLIAM  G.  STIERITZ 

REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 

10  Dogs  killed  by  automobile 

11  Stray  dogs  picked  up--Some  were  destroyed,  some  to  M.S.P.C.A. 
15  Complaints  investigated 

459  Licensed  dogs 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CHESTER  A.  HOOD,  Dog  Officer 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  inspector  of  animals  for  year  ending 
December,  1967. 

I  have  visited  the  following  premises  to  examine,  take  number  and 
release. 

Meredith  farm  -  visited  9  times,  released  27  cows. 
Alfalfa  farm  -  visited  3  times 
Visited  and  inspected  43  barns. 
Quarantined  30  dogs. 
Reports  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Inspector  of  Animals 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  6,  1967,  the  Town  voted  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000.00  under  Article  17  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Special  Drainage  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  install- 
ing new  culverts  in  the  area  of  Prospect  Street  on  Cleaveland  Brook. 

During  1967,  this  drainage  work  across  Prospect  Street  on  Cleaveland 
Brook  was  completed.    This  work  consisted  of  a  new  drainage  system  made 
up  of  new  open  ditches  and  24"  culvert  pipe  roughly  parallel  to  the  ex- 
isting facilities  and  installed  at  a  lower  elevation  to  carry  low  water 
flows . 

Expenditures  were  somewhat  under  estimates  on  this  work  due  to  favor- 
able bids  and  new  abbutors  agreeing  to  the  use  of  a  section  of  open 
trench  instead  of  underground  culvert  pipe  to  carry  storm  water. 

Also  during  1967  bids  were  received  and  new  culverts  were  installed 
across  South  Main  Street  on  Cleaveland  Brook  and  across  Summer  Street 
on  School  Brook.    Funds  had  been  appropriated  at  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing in  1966  for  these  improvements  but  no  bids  could  be  obtained  during 
that  year. 

Some  miscellaneous  drainage  improvements  are  planned  for  1968  which  we 
were  unable  to  complete  in  1967  due  to  severe  weather.  These  improve- 
ments consist  of: 

1.  Cleaning  and  widening  of  School  Brook  upstream  from 
Washington  Street  Extension  and  parallel  to  North  Main 
Street.    This  brook  drains  the  Parsonage  Lane  area  and 
is  fast  becoming  inadequate  because  of  increasing 
development  upstream  from  that  area. 

2.  Replacement  of  a  broken  section  of  culvert  on  Cleaveland 
Brook  downstream  from  Washington  Street  off  Grove  Street. 

3.  The  installation  of  a  section  of  culvert  pipe  on  Cleave- 
land Brook  under  an  existing  access  lane  off  South  Main 
Street  to  back  land. 

No  new  appropriations  are  asked  for  at  this  time  since  money  is  avail- 
able due  to  favorable  bids  obtained  in  the  past  several  months. 

At  the  completion  of  the  work  outlined  above,  we  plan  to  submit  a  com- 
plete report  to  the  Selectmen,  including  location  plans,  of  all  improve- 
ments made  under  our  jurisdiction  during  the  past  several  years.  In- 
cluded with  this  will  be  an  outline  of  drainage  work  that  will  be  needed 
in  Town  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

It  is  the  Committee's  recommendation  that  future  work  should  be  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  permanent  Town  Department. 
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The  Committee  wishes  to  thank  Mr.  C.  L.  Bond  and  all  others  who  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  our  work  in  1967. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  A.  HERMANS,  Chairman 
LAURANCE  C.  DOSH,  Secretary 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
LAWRENCE  A.  CYR 
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BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE  REPORT 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 
General  Relief 
Medical  Assistance 

Related  to  Old  Age  Assistance  (over  65) 
Related  to  Disability 

Related  to  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 

Children 

Related  to  other  Families  covering  forty- one 

Children 

Total  all  cases  all  categories  of  assistance 

The  year  1967  saw  the  result  of  Title  19,  the  Medical  Assistance  Pro- 
gram which  became  Law  on  Sept.  1,  1966.    In  July,  1967  a  change  in 
Massachusetts  Public  Welfare  Policy  allowed  for  a  declaration-applica- 
tion for  the  program,  greatly  facilitating  public  acceptance  of  Medicaid. 
The  cost  of  this  program  is  divided  three  ways- -50%  Federal;  33-1/3% 
State;  16-2/3%  Town,  and  is  administered  by  the  Central  Essex  Welfare 
District. 

In  spite  of  heavy  Federal  financial  involvement  in  both  Medicare  and 
Medical  Assistance,  welfare  medical  payments  continue  to  increase  as  in 
1966.    This  can  be  explained  by  constantly  increasing  costs  associated 
with  improved  medical  care  and  facilities.    In  1967  hospital  and  nurs- 
ing homes  rates  rose  rapidly,  as  did  fees  for  specialists,  consultants, 
general  practitioners,  nursing  homes  and  laboratory  services. 

The  Prudential  Committee  of  the  Central  Essex  Welfare  District  also 
appointed  Mr.  Maurice  L.  Medoff  as  its  new  director  in  November.  The 
Commonwealth  also  enacted  in  September  of  1967,  Chapter  658,  an  act 
providing  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Welfare  Department  and  provid- 
ing for  the  direct  administration  of  the  Welfare  system  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


1  case 
1  case 

0  case 
32  cases 

20  cases 

1  case 

1  case 
12  cases 
34  cases 


JOHN  R.  WALSH,  Clerk 
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TOPSFIELD  EMERGENCY  CENTER  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  submit  my  first  report  of  the  Emergency  Center  located  at  the  Town 
Hall. 

Personnel  of  the  Emergency  Center: 
Supervisor:      Robert  A.  Wood 
Chief  Emergency  Operator:      Lila  M.  Wildes 
Emergency  Operators: 


The  citizens  of  Topsfield  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  authorized  a  24- 
hour  Emergency  Center  to  be  equipped  and  it  started  approximately  as 
of  May  1,  1967.    The  necessary  equipment  was  installed  and  the  Emer- 
gency Center  actually  went  into  operation  on  April  23,  1967. 

A  telephone  switch  board  with  five  trunk  lines  and  twelve  extensions 
was  installed.    All  emergency  and  administrative  town  calls  are  handled 
through  this  switchboard.    It  connects  the  Police  Department,  Select- 
men's Office,  Clerks  Office  and  the  Water  Department  all  located  with- 
in the  Town  Hall;  outside  connections  include  the  Fire  Station,  Fire 
Alert  Line,  Police  Chief's  home  and  the  CD.  Director's  home. 

During  the  summer  months  a  direct  line  from  the  Emergency  Center  to  the 
Hoods  Pond  swimming  area  was  installed  so  that  the  lifeguard  had  only 
to  pick  up  the  phone  and  they  were  connected  directly  to  the  Emergency 
Operator.    A  line  was  also  installed  at  the  fairgrounds  during  the  week 
of  the  Topsfield  Fair,  when  one  piece  of  apparatus  and  a  fire  crew 
were  on  duty. 

Our  radio  network  for  the  town  is  KEL-403.    The  two-way  radio  system 
connects  units  of  the  Fire,  Police,  Water  and  Civil  Defense  units.  The 
Essex  County  Radio  Network  contact  is  maintained  on  our  station  KJL-701. 
This  network  provides  for  direct  radio  communication  with  the  surround- 
ing fire  departments  in  Essex  County.    The  operator  may  also  talk  di- 
rectly to  the  forest  fire  tower  in  Andover. 

The  fire  alarm  whistle  is  controlled  from  the  Emergency  Center  and  the 
noon  test,  fire  alarms,  and  no  school  signals  are  blown  in  from  an 
encoder  located  directly  in  front  of  the  emergency  operator. 


Norma  Carter 
Christina  Harwood 
Alyce  Johnson 
Rose  Witkowski 


David  Fuller 
Elizabeth  Wood 
Nellie  Peabody 
Cassandra  Fuller 
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£ince  the  Center  started  we  have  handled  a  total  of  23,452  radio  and 
telepnone  calls.    8,467  were  radio  transmissions  and  14,985  were 
telephone  calls. 

Telephone  Radio 
Police  Department  4,478  6,493 

Fire  §  others  2,313  1,974 

There  were  50  fire  calls  and  841  fire  permits. 

Citizens  of  the  Town  should  know  that  all  calls  are  answered  by  the 
Emergency  Operator  whether  they  come  in  on  the  Emergency  number 
887-2121,  or  whether  they  are  routine  or  administrative  calls  on 
887-2116.    The  emergency  operators  will  give  top  priority -to  any  call 
coming  in  on  the  emergency  line,  while  routine  calls  may  have  to  hold 
for  a  moment.  "Please  do  not  call  the  emergency  number  for  any  other 
reason  other  than  a  real  emergency! 

EMERGENCIES  ONLY  887-2121 

For  all  other  purposes  887-2116 


Respectfully  submitted, 


LILA  M.  WILDES 
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MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Minor  details  on  the  Contract  for  Remodeling  and  Reconstructing  the 
Town  Hall  were  completed  early  in  1967  and  final  acceptance  was  made 
on  April  11,  1967. 

In  addition  to  work  under  the  general  contract,  other  work  accomplish- 
ed at  the  Town  Hall  during  1967  consisted  of  the  following: 

1.  An  enclosure  with  counters  and  shelves  was  constructed  in 
the  Communication  Room  for  accomodation  of  the  Central 
Communication  equipment. 

2.  Aluminum  combination  storm  and  screen  windows  were  installed 
outside  and  new  shades  were  installed  inside  on  all  17  down- 
stairs windows. 

3.  Name  signs  were  installed  on  all  offices. 

4.  An  incinerator  was  installed  in  the  basement  for  burning 
rubbish. 

5.  Extra  space  heaters  were  installed  in  the  garage  space  in 
the  basement  for  the  Police  Cruiser. 

6.  Two  new  overhead  garage  doors  were  installed  in  the  base- 
ment for  the  Police  Cruiser  and  the  Park  Department. 

With  the  purchase  of  new  furniture  during  the  summer  by  the  Selectmen, 
all  offices  are  now  furnished  and  in  use. 

The  committee  is  now  in  the  process  of  studying  the  needs  and  methods 
of  increasing  facilities  for  the  Fire  Department  and  plan  to  meet  with 
the  Selectmen  this  spring  before  making  final  recommendations. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE,  Chairman 
ROBERT  A.  WOOD,  Clerk 
PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
LESLIE  S.  RAY 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 

This  report  covers  the  eighteenth  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  water  system. 

Thirty-eight  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls,  bring- 
ing the  total  to  914.    Developers  added  1.28  miles*  of  water  main  to 
our  system  which  now  totals  24.22  miles.    The  number  of  hydrants  in 
active  use  totals  171. 

Water  consumption  was  124,164,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  5,854,000 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  new  well  field  area  has  been  cleared,  excavated,  backfilled  and 
graded.    Twenty  wells  have  been  driven  with  gratifying  results  both 
as  to  quantity  and  quality  of  water.    As  soon  as  weather  conditions 
permit  in  the  Spring,  the  construction  of  a  pump  house,  the  installa- 
tion of  pumping  equipment  and  controls  and  piping  into  the  water  mains 
will  complete  this  phase  of  our  long-range  plans. 

We  have  been  advised  that  Mr.  Louis  T.  Cadoret  has  taken  legal  action 
to  recover  additional  damages  for  the  area  of  land  taken  by  the  Town 
in  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  our  Superintendent,  Mr.  Nicholas  D'Agostino, 
for  the  excellence  of  his  performance. 

Mrs.  Maxine  Kimball  is  the  new  clerk  of  the  office  and  we  thank  her  for 
her  services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
LORRIN  M.  PITTENDREIGH 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 

As  anyone  knows  who  had  to  cut  or  pay  for  cutting  of  the  grass  this 
past  summer,  it  seemed  to  grow  like  never  before.    Thanks  to  a  good 
crew  and  a  new  power  tractor  mower  the  cemeteries  looked  well  all 
season  (between  showers).    The  new  pick  up  truck  is  doing  a  fine  job 
in  reducing  rental  costs  and  lost  time  working  between  the  three 
cemeteries.    Both  new  tractor  and  truck  have  added  much  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  Cemetery  Department.    Additional  savings  will 
be  realized  in  the  coming  years  due  to  our  program  of  lowering  marker 
stones  to  ground  level  and  allowing  only  head  stones  to  stand  above 
ground  on  new  installations,  thereby  further  reducing  grounds  mainte- 
nance time  and  costs.    Thirty  stones  have  been  lowered  this  year. 

The  trees  have  sustained  more  than  normal  damage  this  year  due  to  ice 
and  snow  and  lightning  though  no  major  losses  occurred. 

A  scale  map  and  duplicate  records  are  being  finished  of  the  Old  South 
Side  Cemetery. 

An  excellent  job  has  been  done  on  the  map  and  for  the  first  time  the 
town  has  a  set  of  prints  of  this  cemetery  and  the  locations  of  the 
graves.    Your  Commissioners  hope  to  get  the  same  firm  to  continue 
their  good  work  and  up  date  the  Boston  Street  Cemetery  this  spring, 
thus  giving  the  Town  recently  up  dated  maps  and  masters  of  all  the 
cemeteries.    Many  thanks  to  some  of  our  older  citizens  and  the  Library 
Department  who  helped  provide  the  information  to  make  the  map  as  ac- 
curate as  possible. 

Three  new  large  fire  extinguishers  have  also  been  added  at  the  Tool 
House  this  year. 

It  is  our  intention  that  we  shall  continue  to  maintain,  improve  and 
conserve  the  natural  peaceful  beauty  of  our  cemetery  areas. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JOSEPH  P.  FRIEND, Chairman 
HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

In  December  Mrs.  Jackson  Welsh  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
created  by  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Raymond  Thompson  and  was  elected 
secretary.    Mrs.  Thompson  served  as  secretary  since  her  appointment  in 
1964.    Her  thoughtful  help  and  assistance  will  be  missed  by  the 
Commission. 

Robert  Klar  serves  on  the  Commission  as  the  representative  of  the 
Planning  Board;  Lawrence  Cyr  represents  the  Commission  on  the  Drainage 
Control  Committee.    John  Peirce  represents  the  town  on  the  Ipswich 
River  Watershed  District  and  was  re-elected  to  a  three -year  term  as  a 
Commissioner  of  the  District. 

The-  Commission  voted  unanimously  at  its  October  meeting  to  recommend 
to  the  Planning  Board  immediate  development  and  adoption  of  a  cluster 
zoning  by-law^as  a  means  of  preserving  significant  open  space  between 
groups  of  houses.    Effective  implementation  of  a  master  conservation 
plan  will  require  use  of  a  variety  of  methods  to  preserve  land  in  its 
natural  state  and  to  make  it  available  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of 
Topsfield  residents.    We  feel  that  a  well-drawn  cluster  zoning  by-law 
can  be  one  of  the  most  effective  methods.    If  it  is  to  be  of  signifi- 
cant help,  it  must  be  adopted  without  delay  because  of  the  large  number 
of  subdivisions  now  in  process  of  early  development. 

The  Commission  has  requested  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  town  to  evaluate  different  areas  as  to  their  suitability 
for  conservation.    It  is  hoped  that  this  survey  will  be  made  in  the 
summer  of  1968. 

The  Commission  has  provided  the  building  inspector  with  a  list  of  all 
properties  in  the  Flood  Plain  District  to  assist  him  in  determining 
whether  an  application  for  a  building  permit  must  be  carefully  checked 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  proposed  site  for  the  building  and  its 
disposal  field  is  outside  of  the  district. 

The  Commission  has  established  permanent  bench  marks  on  the  Bonnie 
Featherbed  Bridge  on  Perkins  Row  and  on  the  North  Street  Bridge  in  order 
to  facilitate  determination  of  the  boundaries  of  the  flood  plain 
district  in  these  areas. 

The  Commission  has  not  been  informed  of  all  Hatch  Act  hearings  which 
were  held  in  1967.    When  we  knew  of  the  hearings,  a  member  has  attended 
and  voiced  the  opinions  of  the  Commission.    In  two  instances,  we 
initiated  action  which  led  to  such  hearings.    Although  the  powers  of 
the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  under  the  Hatch  Act  are  limited, 
the  requirement  for  a  hearing  forces  an  owner  to  state  his  plans  for 
dredging  or  filling  wetlands  and  gives  town  and  state  authorities  the 
opportunity  to  determine  how  these  plans  affect  the  public  interest 
before  they  are  carried  out. 
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The  Commission  supported  the  Hatch  Act  petition  of  Mr.  §  Mrs.  Earle 
Mackay  for  permission  to  dredge  a  small  pond  in  the  Hobbs  Brook  marsh 
to  encourage  wildlife  and  hopefully  nesting  waterfowl.    We  consider 
this  not  only  a  fine  conservation  project  but  also  positive  mosquito 
control  for  it  will  reduce  the  breeding  area  in  this  marsh. 

In  July  a  conservation  questionnaire  was  circulated  to  all  families  on 
the  current  voting  list.    We  received  some  300  answers  to  a  mailing  of 
1200.    This  is  considered  an  excellent  response  and  indicates  an  ex- 
ceptional interest  among  the  voters  for  an  active  conservation  program. 


1967  CONSERVATION  QUESTIONNAIRE  -  SUMMARY  OF  ANSWERS 

In  an  effort  to  establish  a  guide  and  to  point  directions  for  develop- 
ment of  a  conservation  master  plan  for  the  town,  the  Topsfield  Conser- 
vation Commission  in  July  1967  went  to  the  people  of  Topsfield  with  a 
questionnaire,  itemizing  possible  objectives  for  a  long  range  program, 
and  asking  for  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  how  these  objectives  could 
be  achieved. 


The  subjects  for  consideration  were  in  the  realm  of  land  use,  beautifi- 
cation,  and  land  purchase.    A  report  on  the  results  of  the  survey  is 
given  below: 

Question  one  requested  an  opinion  of  what  recreational  facilities 
should  be  provided  by  the  town  for  the  people.    An  overwhelming 
254  votes  expressed  desire  for  facilities  for  soccer,  baseball, 
football,  basketball,  and  tennis,  with  only  27  opposed. 

Again,  a  heavy  majority  of  238  agreed  that  swimming  facilities 
were  highly  desirable,  with  only  52  opposing. 

Sledding  slopes  were  approved  by  195  with  78  opposed;  while 
bicycle  paths  were  next  in  favor  with  180  ayes,  85  nays. 

173  boating  and  canoeing  enthusiasts  favored  additional  facilities 
with  94  expressions  of  opposition. 

170  thought  hiking  trails  worthwhile,  with  98  opposing. 

Followers  of  Isaac  Walton  voted  yes  163  for  fishing  facilities; 
with  a  strong  minority  of  111  against. 

149  picnic  enthusiasts  thought  facilities  for  themselves  and 
their  nieghbors  would  be  desirable,  124  opposed. 

Nature  study  areas  received  approval  from  145,  disapproval  from 
115. 

Ski  slopes  for  the  Topsfield  Public  were  asked  for  by  135,  but 
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119  thought  otherwise.    It  is  probable  that  many  people  assume 
that  the  present  ski  hill  is  publicly-owned  or  that  at  least  it 
will  always  be  available.    Had  everyone  realized  that  the  Wheat- 
land slope  is  private  property  the  vote  might  have  been  different. 

Toboggan  slides  carried  approval,  135-113,  as  did  bridle  trails, 
135-118. 

The  opposition  came  to  the  fore,  in  registering  a  negative  vote 
of  199-65  against  providing  camping  facilities.    Equally  in 
disfavor  were  snowmobile  trails,  187  against,  51  for. 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  registration  of  opinion  that  recreational 
facilities  are  definitely  desired,  particularly  for  the  active  sports 
which  appeal  to  our  youngsters. 

Question  two  was  in  the  area  of  twon  beaut if ication.    The  pro- 
posal controls  against  litter,  abandoned  autos,  and  junk  disposal 
gained  a  resounding  181  to  3  vote,  while  the  licensing  and  con- 
trolling of  billboards  on  a  local  level  was  voted  181  pro,  to  3 
con. 

171  voted  to  retain  and  add  to  our  tree  belts  along  two  streets, 
while  9  opposed. 

169  desired  that  carefully  selected  "Greenbelt"  areas  be  provided. 
Opposed  were  14. 

122  voted  for  underground  utility  lines  in  new  developments,  with 
45  opposing. 

Control  of  architectural  styles  of  public  buildings  and  business 
structures  was  favorably  voted  for  by  138  each,  while  38  opposed 
the  former,  22  the  latter. 

Positive  disapproval  of  controls  on  the  architecture  of  new  homes 
was  voted,  87  to  84. 

It  appears  that  Topsfield  citizens  are  vitally  concerned  with  the 
appearance  of  their  town,  and  will  be  vigorous  in  their  support  of  a 
program  advancing  these  aims. 

Question  three  requested  an  opinion  regarding  a  proposal  for^ 
immediate  purchase  of  selected  land  to  provide  the  natural  areas 
which  the  town  will  need  for  the  next  25  years  for  open  space 
use.    The  vote  was  in  favor,  237  to  52,  a  most  enthusiastic 
approval  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  conservation  commission 
was  established  only  8  years  ago. 

In  response  to  question  four,  asking  how  much  space  for  con- 
servation and  outdoor  recreation  should  be  in  town  ownership, 
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145  said  "as  much  as  possible". 

27  voted  1  acre  per  25  population 

49  voted  1  acre  per  50  population 

46  voted  1  acre  per  100  population 

10  voted  no  land  at  all  for  these  purposes 

Question  five  posed  the  difficult  subject  of  how  much  of  the 
tax  dollar  should  go  toward  the  cost  of  providing  and  maintaining 
open  space  for  conservation  and  outdoor  recreation.    This  brought 
a  widely  varied  response  including  many  blanks. 

H    -    30  votes 

3$    -    64  votes 

6$    -    59  votes 

9$  -  30  votes 
12 {  -  5  votes 
15$    -    22  votes 

Question  six  asked  whether  the  people  would  favor  acquisition  of 
land  to  check  population  growth,  as  town  services  and  taxes  in- 
crease.   177  voted  affirmative,  103  negative. 

The  seventh  question  debated  the  advantage  of  obtaining  state 
and  federal  aid  for  land  purchase  versus  1001  payment  by  the  town, 
so  land  use  could  be  restricted  to  towns  people  only.    146  voted 
100%  payment  by  the  town  115  voted  for  outside  aid. 

The  commission  feels  that  each  time  a  land  purchase  is  proposed 
these  alternatives  should  be  reviewed,  that  there  will  be  cases 
where  acceptance  of  state  and  federal  aid  will  be  advisable  and 
others  were  the  possibility  of  overuse  by  outsiders  will  indi- 
cate the  desirability  of  the  town's  paying  100%  of  the  cost. 

The  Commission  appreciates  the  thoughtful  assistance  which  many  gave 
in  adding  general  comments.    It  is  impossible  to  reduce  these  comments 
to  a  meaningful  tabulation  but  we  have  attempted  to  paraphrase  some 
and  to  add  up  the  number  of  answers  which  asked  essentially  for  the 
same  thing: 

Best  wishes  to  the  Commission.    Keep  up  and  expand  all  forms  of 
conservation.  (13) 

Commission  should  resign  and  forget  this  silly  idea.  (1) 

Estimates  of  future  needs  are  never  high  enough.  (1) 

A  beautiful  community  is  worth  paying  for  but  other  services 
should  not  suffer.  (1) 

Improve  existing  services  -  have  no  conservation.  (3) 
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Improve  existing  services  before  spending  for  conservation.  (3) 
Stop  spending  -  have  no  conservation.  (1) 

Spend  for  mosquito  control  before  spending  for  conservation.  (11) 

Buy  up  wet  lots  to  avoid  houses  in  swamps.  (1) 

Acquire  maximum  green  areas  and  leave  natural  to  avoid  main- 
tenance. (1) 

Natural  areas  and  playgrounds  with  simple  facilities  are  needed  - 
no  fees  -  we  must  teach  ourselves  and  our  children  respect  for 
green  openness  and  public  facilities.  (1) 

Open  no  facilities  to  non-residents.  (1) 

Have  no  facilities  that  are  costly  to  maintain.  (2) 

The  town  should  provide  the  land.    Private  groups  such  as  the 
beach  association  and  ski  club  should  be  encouraged  and  facilities 
such  as  skiing,  trails,  tennis  courts  should  be  paid  for  by  those 
who  use  them.  (7) 

Facilities  such  as  town  beach,  and  ski  slope  should  be  open  to 
residents  without  charge.  (4) 

Provide  open  space  by  cluster  zoning.  (3) 

Provide  trails  crisscrossing  the  town  by  narrow  easements  along 
rear  property  lines,  4'  on  each  side  of  line.  (1) 

Commence  new  orderly  purchase  of  land  for  Greenbelt,  schools, 
recreation  as  called  for  in  Master  Plan.  (1) 

Eliminate  "snob  zoning"  encourage  variety  in  our  population  and 
a  less  affluent  middle  class.  (1) 

Increase  minimum  lot    size  in  outlying  areas  above  2  acres.  (1) 

The  high  response  to  this  questionnaire,  over  300  returned  from  the 
1200  sent,  was  most  gratifying  to  this  commission.    Since  we  are 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  developing  natural  resources  and* 
preserving  open  spaces  within  the  community,  the  expression  of  opinion 
by  our  neighbors  is  most  sincerely  appreciated,  and  will  be  a  most 
valuable  source  for  guidance  in  our  future  recommendations  to  the 
town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lawrence  A.  Cyr  Walter  H.  Mcintosh,  Jr. 

Robert  H.  Klar  Deborah  Moulton 

James  R.  Klock  Barbara  Welsh,  Secretary 

John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
Topsfield,  Massachusetts 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

George  A.  Wetson,   Chairman  Term  Expires  1968 

Richard  P.  Alexander,  Vice -Chairman  Term  Expires  1969 

Thomas  C.  Leonard  Term  Expires  1968 

(Appointed  to  fill  remainder  of  term 
of  Edward  Wells) 
Suzanne  L.  Hart  Term  Expires  1970 

(Appointed  to  serve  in  place  of  Milton 
Sorenson  until  next  annual  election) 
Willard  3.  Spring  Term  Expires  1969 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  SECRETARY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 

Ann  E.  Eernander  Herbert  A.  Rouisse 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OPERATION 

The  Committee  held  a  total  of  21  regular  meetings  and 
2  special  meetings  during  1967.     Meetings  have  been  held  in 
the  Library  of  the  Steward  School.     Regular  meetings  are 
scheduled  for  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at 
8:00  P.M.     Meetings  are  open  and  the  public  is  invited  to 
attend.     Executive  sessions  have  seldom 'been  held  and  then 
only  in  matters  requiring  privacy  and  consistent  with  the 
open  meeting  statute.     There  has  been  frequent  press  cover- 
age and  full  accounts  of  committee  actions  have  been  report- 
ed in  the  local  newspapers.     Notices  of  special*  meetings  or 
changes  in  dates  are  posted  in  the  Town  Hall. 

The  members  also  served  as  School  Committee  represen- 
tatives on  other  groups.     R.  Alexander  is  a  member  of  the 
Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Buildings  Committee;  Suzanne 
Plart  serves  on  the  Town  Insurance  Committee;   R.  Alexander 
and  W.   Spring  serve  as  members  of  a  joint  subcommittee  i*tfith 
Boxford  School  Committee  representatives  to  study  Considera- 
tions  for  Future  Development. 
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Financial 

The  continuing  growth  of  pupil  enrollment , cons tantly 
inflating  costs,   a  new  state  minimum  salary  law,   and  the 
thrust  of  collective  bargaining  have  been  the  major  forces 
dictating  a  very  substantial  budgetary  increase. 

Pupil  enrollment  stood  at  853  pupils  oh  October  1,1965, 
reached  914  in  1966,   and  rose  to  950  on  October  1,  1967.  A 
further  increase  to  974  is  projected  for  the  fall  of  1968. 
Provision  has  been  made  for  the  addition  of  two  teachers  in 
September,   1968  to  care  for  the  enrollment  growth  and  reduce 
the  size  of  classes  at  Proctor  School.     A  major  problem  is 
the  fact  that  all  present  classrooms  in  both  schools  are  in 
full  use.     No  additional  standard  classroom  space  is  availa- 
ble for  use  in  September,  1968. 


The  change  in  each  major  account  is  noted  below: 


Account 

Approp . 
1967 

Budge  t 
1968 

Increase 

Percent 
Change 

Adminis  t ration 

$  16826. 

$  18111. 

$  1285. 

7.64$ 

Instruction 

30081+5. 

3380^8. 

37203. 

12.37$ 

Other  School 
Services 

43116. 

511+79. 

8363. 

19-40$ 

Ope rat -Main t . 
of  Plant 

1+2678. 

50827. 

8149. 

19.09$ 

Community  Services 

1600. 

2110. 

510. 

3.19$ 

Acquisition  of 
Fixed  Assets 

1015. 

5911. 

4896. 

482.36$ 

Programs  With  Other 
Districts 

3710. 

3960. 

250. 

6.74$ 

$1+09790 

$4701+46. 

$  60656. 

14.80$ 

The  largest  increase  is  found  in  the  Instruction  Account 
totalling  $37203.     Virtually  all  the  increase  is  in  instruc- 
tional salaries  and  results  from  the  following  factors: 


a.  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  normal  salary 
increments  effective  in  September , 1967 . 

b.  'The  impact  for  the  full  year  of  salary  in- 
creases, effective  in  September,  1967. 
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c.  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September  -  De- 
cember, 1968  of  normal  salary  increments 
effective  in  September,  196-8. 

d.  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-Decem- 
ber, 1968  of  salary  increases  granted  to  be 
effective  in  September,  1968. 

e.  The  impact  of  salary  for  a  full  year  for  two 
teaching  positions  added  in  September,  1967. 

f .  The  impact  of  salary  for  the  period  Septem- 
ber-December 1968  for  two  additional  teaching 
positions  to  be  added  in  September,  1968. 

Comments  on  other  significant  increases  which  may 
require  explanation  follow: 

a.  Several  accounts  show  large  increases  that  are  due 
primarily  to  a  change  in  the  method  of  using  certain  federal 
funds.     These  accounts  are: 

Audio -Visual  up- - -$1194 . 

Lunchroom  Supervisors'  Salaries-raw  account   4320. 

Operation  of  Plant-  Contingency-new  account   500. 

Specific  Repair  and  Upkeep--  up  1965. 

Emergency  Repairs  up   700. 

Acquisition  of  Equipment  new  account  l±86l. 

During  the  past  few  years  expenditures  for  all  or  a 
major  portion  of  the  above  accounts  were  made  directly  from 
federal  funds  received  under  P.L.861j.  and  P.L.87U  and  there- 
fore were  not  included  in  the  budget.     In  1968,   some  $9900 
wcrth  of  these  items  and  services,  which  previously  were 
not  carried  in  the  regular  budget,  have  been  written  into 
these  accounts  in  the  attached  budget.     Therefore,  this 
procedure  has  the  effect  of  raising  the  1968  Budget  by 
$9900,   although,  in  fact,   the  Town  will  be  asked  to  raise 
$9900  less  than  the  total  budget  in  that  the  School  Commit- 
tee now  has  or  anticipates  having  at  its  disposal  $9900 
in  federal  funds  for  expenditure.     The  net  effect  of  this 
change  in  procedure  is  to  raise  the  1968  Budget  by  $9900 
over  its  normal  increase.     However  the  net  cost  to  the  Town 
is  the  same  in  either  case. 

b.  An  increase  of  $l88i|.  in  the  Nurse's  Salary  Account 
reflects  the  impact  for  the  first  full  budget  year  of  chang- 
ing the  school  nurse  position  from  a  part  time  to  a  full 
time  position,  effective  in  September,  1967. 

c.  The  increase  of  $1130.  in  the  Pupil  Transportation 
Account  provides  for  an  anticipated  increase  in  the  cost  of 
transporting  pupils  to  and  from  home.     The  present  three- 
year  bus  contract  terminates  in  June,  1968.     Bids  for  trans- 
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portation  are  scheduled  for  opening  in  early  January  on  a 
unified  transportation  program  with  Masconomet  and  Middleton, 
which  hopefully  would  permit  reduction  of  this  item.  No 
provision  has  been  made  for  an  additional  bus,  which  may  be 
necessary  in  September,  1968. 

d.  The  increase  of  $3614.  in  the  Custodial  Services 
Account  is  primarily  occasioned  by  the  addition  of  a  half 
time  custodial  position  in  January,  1968  to  help  cope  with 
the  increase  in  pupil  population  in  the  last  four  years  and 
to  raise  housekeeping  standards. 

e.  The  increase  of  $510.  in  the  Reimbursable  Janitors' 
Salaries  account  reflects  a  greater  use  of  the  school 
buildings  by  outside  organizations  and  the  recent  require- 
ment of  overtime  pay  under  the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act. 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  for  1967  was  928.  There- 
for a  gross  per  pupil  cost,  based  on  the  appropriation  of 
$409790.  was  $1441.58.     'The  pro je cted  average  enrollment 
for  1968  is* 960  pupils.     Dividing  the  1968  appropriation  of 
$l470lj.i|6.  by  the  projected  average  enrollment  produces  a 
gross  per  pupil- cost  of  $490.05. 

Collective  Bargaining 

Chapter  763  of  the  Acts  of  1965  gave  municipal  employ- 
ees in  Massachusetts  essentially  the  same  rights  to  organize 
and  bargain  collectively  as  are  enjoyed  by  workers  in  pri- 
vate industry.     In  the  fall  of  1966  and  again  in  the  fall  of 
1967*  bargaining  sessions  were  held,  in  which  proposals 
dealing  with  salary,  hours,  and  other  conditions  of  employ- 
ment submitted  by  both  groups,  discussed,   and  eventually 
included  within  an  agreement.     Major  items,   in  which  settle- 
ments were  reached  in  1967»  follow: 

1.  Aides  will  be  provided  to  supervise  pupils  during 
the  lunch  hour  both  in  the  cafeteria  and  on  the 
playground  to  give  the  teachers  a  duty-free . lunch 
hour,   effective  September  1968. 

2.  The  school  banking  program  will  be  terminated  in 
June,   1968  to  relieve  the  teachers  of  clerical 
work  and  to  reduce  the  interruption  of  instruc- 
tional activities. 

3.  The  salary  schedule  for  teachers  was  revised  as 
follows,   to  be  effective  September,  1968: 
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Step 

B 

■n  1  -1  O 

B+21+ 

M 

M+12 

M+21+ 

Prof .Cert. 

1 

6100 

6200 

6300 

61+00 

6500 

6600 

6700 

2 

6300 

61+00 

6500 

6600 

6700 

6800 

6900 

3 

6500 

6600 

6700 

6800 

6900 

7000 

7100 
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6900 
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7100 

7200 

7300 

5 

7000 

7100 

7200 

7300 

7U00 

7500 

7600 

6 

7300 

71+00 

7500 

7600 

7700 

7800 

7900 

7 

7600 

7700 

7800 

7900 

8000 

8100 

8200 

8 

7900 

6000 

8100 

8200 

8300 

81+00 

8500 

9 

8200 

83OO 

81+00 

8500 

8600 

8700 

8800 

10 

8500 

8600 

8700 

8800 

8900 

9000 

9100 

11 

8800 

8900 

9000 

9100 

9200 

9300 

91+00 

12 

9100 

9200 

9300 

9^00 

9500 

9600 

9700 

13 

9700 

9800 

9900 

10000 

For  comparison  purposes,  the  current  salary  schedule 


is  shown  on  Page  71+  of  the  1966  Annual  Report. 

School  Facilities 

During  the  current  school  year  the  two  elementary 
school  plants  are  being  utilized  at  full  capacity.     In  fact 
the  lack  of  space  now  restricts  certain  programs.  The 
enrollment  per  grade  and  school  follows: 


K 

1 

2 

if 

$ 

6 

Total 

Proctor 

79 

97 

85 

81 

82 

100 

90 

611+ 

Steward 

kS 

53 

49 

52 

1+2 

336 

Town 

121+ 

150 

127 

152 

132 

950 

At  the  present  writing  in  1967,  all  elementary  pupils 
are  housed  in  the  thirty-five  classrooms,  the  total  maximum 
capacity  of  the  two  plants.     Certain  classes  already  exceed 
a  size  considered  by  the  school  committee  and  the  adminis- 
tration to  be  desirable.     There  are  three  classes  at  thirty 
pupils  or  above,  and  twelve  classes  at  twenty-seven  or  above. 
The  average,  class  size  is  now  25.0  pupils.     The  School  Com- 
mittee has  formally  indicated  its  interest  in  reducing  class 
size  to  an  average  of  twenty-two  when  economically  feasible. 
In  addition,   the  School  Committee  has  voted  to  set  the  even- 
tual capacity  of  Proctor  School  at  twenty  classrooms  when 
additional  facilities  are  available  to  make  it  possibe  to 
upgrade  the  Proctor  School  in  such  areas  as  remedial  instruc- 
tion facilities,  library,  conference  rooms,  and  teachers' 
lounge . 
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To  the  above  factors,  which  indicate  an  actual  need 
for  additional  classroom  facilities  for  the  present  school 
population,  must  be  added  a  projected  enrollment  increase 
for  2\\  pupils  per  year,  which  is  based  on  the  average 
growth  of  the  five  years  immediately  preceding.  Therefore, 
immediate  steps  must  be  taken  to  provide  additional  facili- 
ties at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.     The  tentative 
target  date  has  been  set  for  September,  1969. 

The  School  Committee  and  the  school  administration  are 
working  closely  with  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  in  an  effort  to  meet  the  need  for  new 
facilities.     At  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  Steward 
School,  plans  called  for  the  eventual  expansion  of  that 
thirteen  room  plant  to  a  twenty  room  plant.     This  approach 
to  new  facilities  is  still  under  consideration.  However, 
in  view  of  the  facts  that  the  Steward  School  enrollment  has 
remained  rather  constant,  the  Proctor  School  enrollment  has 
absorbed  virtually  all  the  increase  of  the  past  four  years, 
and  prospective  housing  starts  in  the  next  few  years  appear 
to  be  located  in  the  Proctor  School  district  for  the  most 
part,   the  School  Committee  and  the  Long  Range  School  Plan- 
ning and  Building  Committee  are  considering  an  alternative 
approach  of  a  third  school  located  in  the  southwestern  sec- 
tion of  the  Town.     Efforts  are. being  made  to  analyze  the 
comparative  costs  of  the  two  alternatives. 

The  Curriculum 

During  any  given  year  certain  aspects  of  curriculum 
are  under  review  or  development.     The  focus  of  such  work 
during  1967  has  been  found  within  a  curriculum  project  in- 
cluding not  only  the  Boxford  and  Tops  field  elementary  syste 
but  also  the  Middleton  elementary  system  and  the  Masconomet 
Regional  School  District.     This  project,  funded  by  a  Title 
III  grant  under  the  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act, 
is  attempting  to  develop  a  completely  new  system  of  report- 
ing pupil  progress.     Attendant  upon  such  a  change  in  report 
ing  is  the  revision  of  the  curriculum  guides  to  facilitate 
this  radically  changed  concept  of  reporting  of  pupil  progre 
The  report  by  the  Project  Director  follows: 

"In  May  the  School  Committee,  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
local  School  Commit tess,  was  awarded  an  operational  grant 
in  the  amount  of  $55,900  from  the  U.S. Off ice  of  Education 
for  the  project  entitled  "Regional  Research  &  Development 
Center-Reporting  Student  Achievement  in  Terms  of  Modular 
Progress"".     The  superintendents  of  Boxford,  Masconomet, 
Middleton,  and  Topsfield  formally  organized  as  a  Board 
of  Directors  to  provide  supervision  and  responsibility 
for  this  project.     The  Board  engaged  Mr.  Edward  J.Colman, 
Jr.  and  Mr.  James  W.  Russell  as  Director  and  Assistant 
Director,  respectively. 
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Teachers  representing  the  local  schools  and  the 
Masconomet  Regional  High  School  participated  in  a 
Summer  Institute  during  the  months  of  July  and  August 
at  which  they  designed  models  for  the  modular  curricu- 
lum and  reporting  system.     They  were  guided  in  their 
efforts  by  Dr.  Vincent  L.  Hawes  of  Salem  State  College 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  and  Dr.  John  Valois  of  Merrimack 
College,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  who  were  engaged  as 
consultants  to  the  Title  III  Project. 

Following  the  Summer  Institute,  monthly  meetings 
were  held  in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  to  acquaint 
all  the  staff  members  with  the  goals  of  the  project.  A 
plan  to  improve  curriculum  and  the  means  of  report- 
ing student  achievement  and  progress  has  been  de- 
veloped and  will  be  tested  in  a  pilot  program  which 
will  begin  in  September,   1968,  if  the  District's  re- 
application  for  continuance    of  the  project  is  approved 
for  refunding. 

In  preparation  for  the  Summer  Ins titute-1968,  ad- 
ministrators and  teachers  will  attend  an  In-Service 
Workshop  from  January  2i|  through  May  15. 

Application  for  the  continuation  of  this  program 
beyond  the  current  year  will  be  submitted  on  April  1 
to  the  Department  of  Education  for  approval." 

School  Lunch  Program 

School  lunch  programs  today  have  to  be  more  penny-wise 
and  pound  conscious  than  ever  before.     Food  and  labor  costs 
are  rising  rapidly  in  a  pattern  which  is  consistent  with  the 
national  economic  trend. 

At  the  same  time  attention  must  be  given  to  the  serving 
of  the  most  nutritious  and  best  prepared  lunches  possible  to 
the  pupils  to  help  meet  their  needs  for  physical  and  education- 
al growth. 

The  supply  of  United  States  Department  of  Agriculature 
commodities  has  fortunately  been  abundant  and  varied  during 
1967,  helping  to  make  possible  the  operation  of  the  school 
lunch  program  without  a  deficit  in  the  face  of  rising  food 
and  labor  costs.     Another  factor  has  been  the  high  degree  of 
efficiency  on  the  part  of  the  work  force.     All  personnel 
now  employed  have  been  on  the  staff  a  minimum  of  three  years, 
contributing  to  the  betterment  of  the  program.     Still  another 
factor  in  the  healthy  financial  picture  of  the  year  was. the 
increased  efficiency  resulting  from  a  general  pupil  popula- 
tion increase  and  a  higher  rate  of  participation. 
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This  increased  load,  while  contributing  to  financial 
efficiency,  has  placed  a  heavy  load  on  kitchen  facilities, 
especially  at  the  Proctor  School.     The  increase  in  the 
number  of  meals  served  is  shown  below  by  a  comparison  of 
the  number  of  meals  served  during  the  first  three-month  period 
of  the  1965-66  school  year  and  the  1966-67  school  year: 

Period  Number  of  Meals 

September-November,  1965  25220 
September-November,  1966  27^79 
September-November,  1967  29895 

Community  Activities 

Regular  and  frequent  use  of  the  two  school  buildings 
by  various  civic  and  community  groups  continues  to  increase. 
Town  Meetings,   and  meetings  of  the  School  Committee,  the 
Long. Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee,   and  the 
Parent-Teacher  Association  take  place  in  the  school  buildings. 
Scouting  groups  meet  at  both  schools  on  a  regular  basis. 
A  men's  volleyball  group  plays  regularly  in  the  Woodbury 
Auditorium  throughout  the  season  as  does  a  men's  basketball 
organization.     The  Topsfield  Rifle  Club  members  shoot  regu- 
larly at  the  shooting  range  in  the  Proctor  School.  Square 
dance  programs  sponsored  by  the  Fair  Town  Squares  and  Teen 
Canteens  under  the  auspices  of  the  YMCA  are  carried  on  regu- 
larly.    The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  is  using  the 
Woodbury  Auditorium  each  Sunday  while  its  church  building 
is  undergoing  major  renovation.     The  Topsfield  Athletic 
Association  sponsors  basketball  programs  in  both  schools  on 
Saturday  mornings  throughout  the  season.     The  Masconomet 
Regional  High  School  Junior  Varsity  Basketball  team  prac- 
tices at  Woodbury  Auditorium  three  afternoons  per  week. 
Little  League  and  other  baseball  teams  use  the  school  base- 
ball diamonds.     The  school-sponsored  summer  playground  pro- 
gram operates  at  the  Proctor  School. 

This  full  use  of  the  school  facilities  for  other  than 
school  activities  is  highly  desirable,  serving  important 
needs  of  the  townspeoplev  without  interferences  with  the 
school  activities.     However,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
such  usage  requires  significant  expenditure  from  the  school 
budget  for  both  labor  and  operating  costs.     Such  heavy 
usage  also  makes  difficult  the  proper  maintenance  of  a 
facility  such  as  the  Woodbury  Auditorium.     It  should  also 
be  noted  that  the  maintenance  of  baseball  fields,  which 
are  used  as  playgrounds  by  the  school  pupils  and  for  compe- 
titive league  games  by  various  teams  has  created  somewhat 
of  an  issue  now  under  study  by  certain  Town  officials. 
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Health  Services 


A  comprehensive  health  program  is  carried  on  under  the 
direction  of  the  School  Nurse,  Miss  Ruth  Barnard,  and 
Doctor  Clarence  Thornton,   School  Physician.     The  height  and 
weight  of  each  pupil  is  recorded  annually.     Vision  and 
hearing  tests  are  administered  to  every  pupil.     Ill  and 
injured  children  are  cared  for  until  their  parents  oan  assume 
the  responsibility.     School  health  services  include: 


Physical  Examinations  li|l  pupils 

Vision  Testing  ■  All  pupils 

3k  referrals 

Audiometer  Testing  ■  ■  All  pupils 

7  referrals 

Diphtheria-Tetanus 

Innoculations  153  pupils 

Tuberculin-Tine  Tests  168  pupils 

Measles  Innoculation  72  pupils 

Influenza  Vaccine  School  Staff 


In  addition  to  the  above,  vision  testing  to  detect 
"Lazy  Eyes"  was  offered  for  preschool  children  in  the 
spring  prior  to  school  entrance  in  the  fall.  Seventy-nine 
pupils  were  tested  and  three  referrals  were  made. 

A  new  statute  became  effective  in  December,  1967, 
which  has  significant  implication  for  the  school  health  pro- 
gram.    In  the  past  the  law  has  required,  with  certain  excep- 
tions,  that  all  school  children  be  vaccinated  against  small- 
pox.    The  new  law  extends  the  requirement  to  include  immuniza- 
tion against  diphtheria,  pertussis,   (whooping  cough),  teta- 
nus, measles,  and  poliomyelitis.     The  law  reads: 

Section  15*     No  child  shall,  except  as  hereinafter 
provided,  be  admitted  to  school  except  upon  presen- 
tation of  a  physician's  certificate  that  the  child 
has  been  successfully  vaccinated  against  smallpox 
and  immunized  against  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus, 

3easles,  and  poliomyelitis  and  such  other  communicable 
lseases  as  may  be  specified  from  time  to  time  by  the 
department  of  public  health. 

A  child  shall  be  admitted  to  school  upon  certi- 
fication by  a  physician  that  he  has  personally 
examined  such  child  and  that  in  his  opinion  the 
physical  condition  of  the  child  is  such  that  his 
health  would  be  endangered  by  such  vaccination  or 
by  any  of  such  immunizations.     Such  certification 
shall  be  submitted  at  the  beginning  of  each  school 
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year  to  the  physician  in  charge  of  the  school 
health  program.     If  the  physician  in  charge  of  the 
school  health  program  does  not  agree  with  the 
opinion  of  the  child's  physician,  the  matter  shall 
be  referred  to  the  department  of  public  health, 
whose  decision  will  be  final. 

In  the  absence  of  an  emergency  or  epidemic  of 
disease  declared  by  the  department  of  public 
health,  no  child  whose  parent  or  guardian  objects 
in  writing  to  vaccination  or  immunization  upon  the 
ground  that  it  conflicts  with  the  tenets  and 
practice  of  a  recognized  church  or  religious 
denomination  of  which  he  is  an  adherent  or  member 
shall  be  required  to  present  said  physician's  certi- 
ficate in  order  to  be  admitted  to  school,  but  may 
present,  in  lieu  thereof,  an  affidavit  signed  by 
an  official  of  such  church  or  religious  denomina- 
tion that  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  child  is 
an  adherent  or  member  in  good  st  anding  of  such 
church  or  religious  denomination,   %nd  that  such 
parent  or*  guardian  objects  on  religious  grounds  to 
vaccination  and  immunization. 


In  its  recent  annual  reports  the  Topsfield  School  Commit 
tee  has  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  voters  of  Topsfield 
the  dimunution  of  local  autonomy  in  the  administration  of  the 
public  schools  brought  about  by  the  accelerating  involvement 
of  both  the  federal  government  and  the  state  government. 
Significant  federal  programs  were  detailed  in  the  1966  Annual 
Report  and  their  continuing  influence  in  vital  aspects  of  the 
local  school  curriculum  is  reflected  in  the  description  of 
the  Title  III  Reseach  and  Development  Program,  which  appears 
in  an  earlier  section  of  this  report. 

However,   the  major  thrust  in  1967  came  from  legislation 
at  the  state  level.     A  major  piece  of  legislation  was  the 
enactment  of  Chapter  272,  which  increased  the  minimum  salary 
for  public  school  teachers  from  $5000  to  $5750.     A  second  sig 
nificant  legislative  enactment  was  Chapter  590,  which  extends 
greatly  the  requirements  for  immunization  and  which  is  de- 
tailed in  the  earlier  section  of  this  report  dealing  with 
health  services.     The  impact  from  Chapter  563,  which  autho- 
rized collective  bargaining  by  municipal  employees  and 
which  became  effective  in  1966,  resounded  with  greater  force 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  in  1967. 


GUIDELINES  TO  THE  FUTURE 
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Notwithstanding  the  above  legislation,  it  now  appears 
that  the  guidelines  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  will 
have  even  greater  implication  for  local  sy  s  terns  in  the 
everyday  operation  of  the  educational  programs,  The 
Massachusetts  Education  Study  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  in  1962,  submitted  what  has  become  known  as  the 
Willis -Harrington  Report  in  1961;.     This  exhaustive  report 
recommended  many  far  reaching  changes,  including  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  State  Board  of  Public  Education  with  vastly 
increased  powers  over  the  previous  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  new  board  became  operative  in  1966.     In  recent 
months  guidelines,  having  the  full  force  of  legislative 
regulations,  have  been  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion.   Additional  guidelines  are  now  in  process  of  develop- 
ment and  approval.     It  should  be  noted  that  these  regula- 
tions establish  minimum  standards  only.     The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation urges  local  communities  to  extend  themselves  well 
above  these  minimum  standards.     Comments  on  certain 
approved  operative  guidelines  follow: 

Length  of  School  Day  and  Year. 

1.  Elementary  schools  shall  operate  not  less  than  five 
(5>)  hours  daily,  exclusive  of  lunch  and  other  recess. 

2.  Secondary  schools  shall  operate  not  less  than  five 
and  one  half  hours  daily  exclusive  of  lunch  or 
other  recess . 

3.  The  school  year  shall  consist  of  180  days  of  actual 
school  attendance  between  September  1,  and  June  30. 

It  is  recommended  that  four  to  six  (6)  week 

summer  sessions  be  incorporated  into  the  school 
calendar  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

The  above  requirements  for  the  length  of  the  school 
year  have  been  in  effect  through  statute  for  several  years. 
However,  previously  the  length  of  the  school  day  lay  solely 
within  the  discretion  of  the  local  school  committee. 

Kindergarten 

1.  Kindergarten  education  should  be  provided  by  all 
public  school  systems  for  all  children  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

2.  School  districts  which  do  not  provide  kindergar- 
ten programs  for  all  eligible  children  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1968,  shall  submit  plans  for  the  implemen- 
tation of  kindergartens  to  the  Bureau  of  Elementary 
and  Secondary  Education  by  December  31,  1968. 
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3.  All  school  districts  shall  provide  kindergarten 
education  for  all  eligible  children  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1973. 

l±.  Class  size  for  kindergartens  shall  not  exceed 
an  average  of  25. 

5.  The  Bureau  of  School  Building  Assistance  shall 
evaluate  all  new  elementary  school  construction 
to  insure  adequate  provision  for  kindergarten 
facilities . 

6.  Kindergarten  classes  shall  be  taught  by  qualified 
and  certified  teachers. 

7.  The  Bureau  of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education 

shall  establish  curriculum  guidelines  for  all 
kindergartens . 

The  requirement  of  a  kindergarten  program  does  not 
have  impact  upon  Topsfield  as  it  does  upon  many  of  the 
neighboring  communities,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Topsfield 
has  offered  a  public  kindergarten  program  since  1933.  How- 
ever, of  particular  interest  in  the  above  regulations  is  the 
first  instance  of  a  state  prescription  of  a  maximum  class 
size,  as  well  as  the  establishment  of  state  curriculum 
guidelines  for  all  kindergartens. 

Physical  Education 

1.  Physical  education  includes  health  education,  hygiene, 
physiology,  first  aid,  classroom  instruction  in  per- 
formance techniques,  and  physical  fitness  activities. 

2.  For  grades  1-6  a  standard  of  90  minutes  weekly  of 
physical  education,   a  major  portion  of  which  should 
be  devoted  to  vigorous  physical  activity  appropriate 
to  the  physical  development  of  children  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools,  shall  be  required  with  the  distribution 
of  time  to  be  determined  by  local  school  officials. 

3.  For  grades  7-12  a  standard  of  120  minutes  weekly  for 
physical  education,   a  major  portion  of  which  should  be 
scheduled  for  vigorous  physical  activity,  shall  be 
required  with  the  distribition  of  time  to  be  determined 
by  the  local  school  officials. 

i|.  Children  who  can  benefit  from  corrective  exercises  shall 
have  adaptive  or  corrective  programs  scheduled  in 
compliance  with  Chapter  7  1»  Section  3- 
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5>.  The  Bureau  of  School  Building  Assistance  shall  evaluate 
new  construction  with  regard  to  adequate  resources  (e.g 
gymnasia,  swimming  pools,  classrooms,  laboratories,  and 
related  facilities)  for  a  comprehensive  physical  educa- 
tion and  health  program. 

6.  The  Bureau  of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education,  in 
cooperation  with  an  appropriate  committee  of  advisors, 
shall  publish  and  shall  make  available  to  the  school 
systems  of  the  Commonwealth  minimum  standards  of  physi- 
cal education  for  each  of  the  grades,  one  through 
twelve,  and  the  Department  recommends  a  yearly  test- 
ing of  every  school  child  in  the  Commonwealth.  The 
results  of  these  tests  should  be  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Education  for  the  determination  of  future 
policy  in  the  area  of  physical  education. 

Of  particular  interest  in  the  above  regulations  are  the 
first  instance  of  a  state  prescription  of  a  minimum  number 
of  minutesto  be  provided  in  any  curriculum  area.     Also  of  ma 
jor  concern  is  the  first  instance  of  the  requirement  of 
annual  testing  in  any  curriculum  area  and  the  reporting  of 
the  results  of  such  testing  to  the' Board  of  Education. 

Perceptually  Handicapped  Children. 

These  guidelines  are  still  listed  as  tentative  although 
they  have  been  formally  approved  by  the  Board.     The  guide- 
lines cover  four  pages  and  refer  to  further  regulations, 
forms,  and  standards  yet  to  be  developed  under  the  joint 
sponsorship  of  the  Department  of  Education,  the  Department 
of  Public  Health,  and  the  Department  of  Mental  Health. 
A  brief  digest  of  significant  points  follows: 

1.  Each  School  Committee  shall  ascertain  the  number 
of  pupils  who  have  specific  learning  disabilities, 
including  problems  in  visual  perception  and  inter- 
pretation, and  the  reading  disability  known  as 
dyslexia. 

2.  The  term  "perceptually  handicapped"  is  defined  as 
those  children  who  reveal  such  severe  developmental 

disparities  in  the  acquisition  of  certain  educa- 
tional skills  and  fucntions  reHabing  to  expectancy 
based  on  mental  age  as  to  require  highly  specific, 
individualized,  instructional  techniques. 

3.  Determination  of  eligibility  for  such  a  program  will 
be  made  on  the  basis  of  an  initial  SGhool  screening 
of  children  who  are  retarded  two  or  more  years  in 

a  basic  subject. 
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k>  Forms  yet  to  be  developed  will  be  completed  for 
such  children  and  forwarded  to  a  State  Review 
Committee  for  Perceptually  Handicapped  Children, 
which  committee  will  recommend  the  course  to  be 
taken  with  these  children  and  the  nature  of  the 
remedial  instruction  to  be  given. 

5.     Reimbursement  from  the  Department  of  Education  will 
be  granted  to  those  communities  whose  programs 
receive  departmental  approval.     It  is  expected, 
althought  not  yet  stated,  that  the  reimbursement 
rate  for  these  expenditures  will  be  $0%. 

Pupil-Teacher  Ratios. 

The  guidelines  for  this  aspect  of  the  school  program 
are  still  as  yet  tentative  and  subject  to  final  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Education.     Public  hearings  on  these  pro- 
posals are  yet  to  be  held  and  board  approval  is  not  antici- 
pated before  the  spring  of  1968.     The  following  ratios,  as 
recommended  in  the  Willis -Harrington  Report,  shall  be  the 
minimum  standard  for  the  professional  staffing  of  the 
schools : 

Elementary  .Gradesl-8 

2+0  classroom  teachers  per  thousand  students 

10  non-classroom  professional  personnel  per 
thous  and  s tudents . 

Secondary  Grades  9-12 

60  classroom  teachers  per  thousand  students 

15  non-classroom  professional  personnel  per 
thous  and  s  tudents . 

To  give  some  measure  of  the  implications  of  these  pro- 
posed guidelines,   their  implementation  during  the  current  school 
year  should  require  four  additional  staff  members,   such  as 
administrators,  subject  specialists,   and  remedial  instructors. 

School  District  Organization 

Another  set  of  tentative  guidelines,  dealing  with  school 
district  organization,  has  just  recently  been  endorsed  by 
the  Board  of  Education.     Pinal  action  on  these  guidelines  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  following  public  hearings,  is  also 
expected  in  1968. 

These  guidelines  will  set  the  pattern  for  the  reduction 
of  the  approximately  390  school  systems  in  Massachusetts  to 
some  200  districts.     They  read  as  follows: 
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1.  Each  community  shall  constitute,  or  be  a  part  of, 
a  school  district  maintaining  and  operating  a 
complete  Kindergarten-Grade  12  educational  program, 
governed  by  a  single  school  committee  with  one 
superintendent  of  schools . 

2.  Each  school  committee  shall  make  provisions  for 
participation  in  an  approved  vocational-occupa- 
tional program. 

3.  Each  school  committee  shall  provide  an  educational 
program  which  meets  the  minimum  standards  mandated 
by  the  Board  of  Education.     Each  school  committee 
shall  be  encouraged  to  exceed  these  minimum  stan- 
dards . 

i|.  Each  school  district  shall  contain  at  least  2,000 
pupils  unless  prevented  by  extenuating  circum- 
stances acceptable  to  the  Board  of  Education. 

5.  Each  school  committee  with  less  than  2,000  pupils 
under  its  jurisdiction  on  December  3l>  1968,  shall 
submit  a  plan  to  implement  these  Guidelines  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Education  by  December  31,  1969. 

Such  requirements  have  maximum  significance  for  school 
systems  such  as  our  own  who  presently  meet  neither  the  struc- 
tural nor  numerical  standards.     Therefore,   it  now  appears 
that  by  December  31*  1969>  it  will  be  incumbent  upon  the 
local  systems  to  develop  a  plan  and  time  schedule  for  meet- 
ing these  new  school  district  guidelines.  Accomplishment 
will  be  required  probably  by  1975*     Legislative  action  will 
be  sought  to  place  the  final  discretion  at  the  state  and  not 
the  local  level. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  local  system  is  already 
involved  with  a  three -town  regional  secondary  unit  and  the 
three -town  K-12  potential  enrollment  will  meet  the  minimum 
size,   the  future  school  district  organizations  locally  seems 
clearly  defined.     All  indications  point  to  a  K-12  regional 
school  district  for  Boxford,  Middleton,  and  Topsfield  in 
the  1970' s. 

In  Conclusion 

The  preceding  lengthy  description  of  steps  taken  and 
being  taken  at  the  state  level  to  raise  the  standards  of 
public  education  and  equalize  educational  opportunity 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  can  well  be  followed  by  a 
statement  of  attempts  locally  to  raise  even  higher  the 
quality  of  the  local  educational  program. 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT  77 

As  an  outgrowth  of  committee  discussions  in  February, 
1967?   emphasis  has  been  given  to  the  development  of  a 
listing  of  steps  which  might  be  taken  to  improve  the 
caliber  of  the  educational  offerings  and  to  serve  to  attract 
and  retain  teaching  personnel  of  the  highest  possible 
qualifications.     A  listing  of  such  items,  totaling  over 
fifty  (50).  at  one  point,  by  staff,  administration,  and 
committee  members,  was  developed  and  exposed  to  committee 
scrutiny  and  discussion.     This  committee  consideration  be- 
came a  joint  consideration  with  Boxford  School  Committee 
with  the  establishment  of  a  subcommittee  with  representation 
from  the  committees  of  both  towns.     This  committee,  known 
as  the  Consideration  for  Future  Development  Subcommittee, 
has  met  and  made  recommendations  to  the  full  committees 
that  the  ten  items  listed  below  receive  first  priorities 
for  committee  in-depth  study  and  decision: 

1 .  System  Organization 

Regionalization  for  Topsfield  and  Boxford  Elementary 
Systems,  eventually  including  a  K-12  district  for 
Boxford,  Middleton,   and  Topsfield.    (Subsequent  dis- 
cussions with  State  Department  Officials  have  indicated 
an  elementary  region  would  not  be  approved.) 

2.  Instructional  Staff 

More  stress  on  orientation,   in-service  training,  and 
supervision,  with  greater  expectation  of  high  level 
performance  and  consequent  effect  in  reappointment 
policies . 

3.  Special  Instructional  Services 

Expanded  remedial  services,  reading,  mathematics,  and 
basic  communication  skills. 

I4 .  Public  Relations 

Greater  reporting  and  interpretation  of  program  to 
local  public. 

5.  School  Organization 


Class  size  18-25 
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6a.  Curriculum  Development 


Greatly  increased  stress  on  individualization 
of  instruction. 

b.  Curriculum  Development 

Planned  program  of  curriculum  revision  with  more 
comprehensive,  more  highly  developed  guides,  and 
more  properly  presented  guides. 

c.  Curriculum  Development 

Employment  of  staff  members  during  the  summer  for 
curriculum  development  work. 

7a.  Instructional  Staff 

Highly  selective  procurement  policy  and  program. 

b.  Instructional  Staff 

Salary  schedule  reaching  at  least  the  75th  percen- 
tile of  the  salary  schedule  at  both  the  minimum 
and  maximum  levels  in  the  surrounding  cities  and 
towns  with  whom  Topsfield  competes  for  teachers. 
Such  salary  schedules  should  have  relatively 
few  steps  from  the  minimum  level  to  the  maximum 
level  and  should  include  provisions  to  reward 
teachers  showing  special  competance. 
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Enrollment  a?  of  October  1,  1967 
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Grades 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

JA 

f  D 

1 .  Q 

12I| 

1 

7k 

76 

150 

2 

69 

65 

131; 

3 

67 

60 

127 

h 

66 

65 

131 

S 

75 

77 

152 

6 

68 

Wi 

55^ 

132 

95o 

Age  of  Admittance 


1.     Entrance  age  requirements  for  Topsfield  Elementary 

Scb  ool s 

a.  Pupils  entering  Kindergarten  must  reach  their  fifth 
birthday  by  December  31st  of  the  year  in  which  they 
enroll.     Pupils  entering  first  grade  in  September 
must^ reach  their  sixth  birthday  by  December  31st  of 
the  year  in  which  they  enroll. 

b.  Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from  other 
s.chool  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the  following 
conditions : 

(1)  The  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized 
accredited  school  system. 

(2)  The  pupils  must  have  completed  satisfactorily 
not  less  than  ninety  (90)  days  of  standard 
first  grade  work. 

(3)  In  every  case,   the  admission  of  underage  chil- 
dren shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness  of  the 
child  to  profit  by  the  first  grade  program  of 
the  Topsfield  Public  Schools,  such  fitness  to  be 
determined  by  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

(10  All  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary 
period  of  one  term. 


School  Census 


dumber  between  5 
ITumber  between  7 
dumber  between  ll\ 
Number  between  16 


As  of  October  1,  1967 

and     7  years  of  age 

and  ll|  years  of  ag;e 

and  16  years  of  age 

and  21  years  of  age 


Boys 

GirLs 

151 

ll|0 

U75 

If  57 

11+5 

132 

92 

91 

B63 

B20 

1683 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


1967-1968      School  Year 


January 

February 

February 

March 

April 

April 

May 

June 


2 
16 
26 
27 
11 
22 
30 
21 


School  Reopens 
Winter  Recess  -  Close  Regular  Time 

School  Reopens 
Teachers1  Convention  -  No  School 
Spring  Recess  -  Close  Regular  Time 

School  Reopens 
Memorial  Day  -  No  School 
Summer  Vacation  -  Close  at  Noon 


1968-1969      School  Year 


September 

1* 

September 

November 

n 

November 

27 

December 

2 

December 

20 

January 

2 

February 

111 

February 

2k 

March 

26 

April 

k 

April 

11 

April 

21 

May 

30 

June 

20 

School  in  Session  -  Dismissal  at  Noon 
School  in  Session  -  Regular  Sessions 
Veterans '  Day  -  No  Sch  o  bl 
Thanksgiving  Recess  -  Dismissal  at  Noon 

School  Reopens 

Christmas  Recess  -  Dismissal  at  Regular  Time 

School  Reopens 

Winter  Recess  -  Dismissal  at  Regular  Time 

School  Reopens 
Teachers'   Convention  -  No  School 
Good  Friday  -  No  School 
Spring  Recess  -  Dismissal  at  Regular  Time 

School  Reopens 
Memorial  Day  -  No  School 
School  Closes  for  Summer  Vacation  at  Noon 


(Subject  to  Change) 
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TEACHERS  DIRECTORY  -  JANUARY,  1968 
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Name 

F.   Gilbert  Miller 
Shirley  A.  Joslyn 
Elizabeth  S.  Lyons 
Ann  Wi swell 
Lenore  A.  Chace 
Mary  Ann  Hawkes 
Hazel  Pizzano 
Alice  B.  barren 
Mary  L.  Fichorn 
Martina  I.  Evans 
Madelyn  Lawrence 
Eleanor  C.  Becker 
Joan  V.  Ford 
Elizabeth  D.  Spit 
Clare  Campbell 
Gloria  E.  Thurston 
Lexne  Tobey . 
Pauline  K.  Cunningham 
Lesley  A.  Rosie 
Bruce  Vincent 
Sallie  S.  Wilber 
Edythe  B.  Balcomb 
Kathleen  Netberlanc 
Thomas  F.  Voyer 


Lorinda  M.  Jones 
Martha  B.  Gorman 
Dorothy  A.  Riley 
Janet  B.  Svenson 
Susan  L.  Martin 
Ruth  A.  Toomey 
Mary  F.  Preston 
Ann  R.  T>Tannamaker 
June  C.  Rendle 
Judith  A.  Goodman 
William  H.  Clark,  Jr. 
Helen  L.  Webster 
Antonia  Demakis 
Alfred  B.  Jones 

Mary  S.  Schade 
Alice  F.  Boffetti 
Emily  Dobrenchuk 
Mary  Phillips 
Lois  R.  Crane 
Carlotta  S.  Miller 
Ruth  Barnard 
Ruth  M.  Bell 


PROCTOR  SCHOOL 


Grade 

or 

Appoint- 

College 

Subject 

ment 

Principal 

1  7DU 

Boston  Univ. 

Kindergarten 

X  7  KJ  _L 

"P 1  irm  r>\  1 4-  V>     Q  -1-  a  -1- 

riyinou  un  oiaie 

Kindergarten 

I7D0 

renn.  otate 

Kindergarten 

±  7DO 

Univ.   of  Mass. 

Grade 

1 

I7O1 

Anna     TV/T  a  -v»  n  r*          r\  H 

Anne  riaria  o  o  ±  • 

Grade 

1 

±  70p 

Lrorijam  oi>aT<e 

Grade 

1 

^1*  (~\  >1       A  Q  I*  Q  Y)        Q  "f"  Q  "f"  ^ 

isorcos  oer   3 u si. us 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

IVD  ( 

w©±j.eiS-Ley  college 

Grade 

2 

1  QA7 
1  70  1 

Qnl   Am      C  4-  n  f  A 

oaiem  oua te 

Grade 

2 

1  Q)i  A 

Perry  Kdgn. 

Grade 

2 

J.  7  DO 

oimmoris  ooiiege 

Grade 

3 

I7DI 

bmiun  ooiiege 

Grade 

3 

1  7  04 

Antioch  College 

Grade 

h 

-L  7pl 

oaj_em  ota  uo 

Grade 

k 

19614 

Tufts  College 

Grade 

k 

1952 

Truro  State 

Grade 

5 

1959 

Northeastern  U. 

Grade 

5 

1967 

Col.  Misericordia 

Grade 

5 

1965 

Salem  State 

Grade 

5 

1956 

Sargent  College 

Grade 

6 

195k 

Boston  Univ. 

Grade 

6 

1965 

Siena  College 

Gra  d  e 

6 

1962 

Salem  State 

STEWARD  SCHOOL 


Principal 

1961 

Boston  Univ. 

Kindergarten 

1966 

Colby  College 

Grade 

1 

1958 

Rhode  Island  Col. 

Grade 

1 

1961 

Lesley  College 

Grade 

2 

1965 

Lesley  College 

Grade 

2 

I960 

Salem  State 

Grade 

3 

1961+ 

Bridgewater  State 

Grade 

3 

1967 

Ladycliff  Co.. 

Grade 

h 

196Ji 

Salem  State 

Grade 

k 

1966 

Salem  State 

Grade 

5 

1967 

Salem  State 

Grade 

5 

1957 

Salem  State 

Grade 

6 

1963 

Boston  Univ. 

Grade 

6 

I960 

N-ortheastern  U. 

Art 

1967 

Wheelock  Col*. 

Mus  ic 

1961+ 

N.E.  Conservatory 

Phys. 

Ed. 

1967 

Boston  Univ. 

Reading 

I960 

Cas tleton  Col • 

SAC 

1962 

Boston  Univ. 

Speech 

1966 

Boston  Univ* 

School 

Nurse 

19147 

Beverly  Hospital 

Cafeteria  Sup. 

1959 

Framingham  State 
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No-School  Signal 


No-School  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WESX, 
WHAV,   and  WNAC  between  7:00  and  7:30  A.M.,  if  there  is 
no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regarding  "No 
School"  are  made  by  the  Topsfield  Superintendent  for  the 
Topsfield  Elementary  schools  only.     Announcements  for  the 
Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by^  the 
Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated  ",asconomet 
Regional  High  School." 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:l5  A.M.  to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes   (grades  kindergarten  through  six) 
for  the  day.     A  similar  signal  at  10:1+5  A.M.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,  parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgment  in  sending  their 
children  to  school. 


Vaccination  and  Immunization 


A  new  law  (detailed  earlier  in  this  Report  under 
Health  Service)  requires  vaccination  against  small  pox 
and  immunization  against  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus, 
measles,  and  poliomyelitis  as  a  condition  of  school  attend 
ance.     A  child  may  be  admitted  upon  certification  by  a 
physician  that  the  health  of  the  child  would  be  endangered 
by  such  vaccination  or  immunications .     Parents  are  re- 
quested to  attend  to  this  matter  prior  to  the  spring 
registration  for  Kindergarten  if  possible. 
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TOPSPIELD  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
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Expended 
196? 


Budget 
1968 


ADMINISTRATION 
School  Committee 

Salary  of  Clerk 

Other  Expense 
Superintendent's  Office 

Salary " 

Salaries,  secretarial 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other 

Travel-in-state 
Travel -out-of-state 


INSTRUCTION 
Supervis  ion 
Audio-Visual  Consultant 
Rinehart  Handwriting 
Principals  * 
Salaries 

Salaries,  secretarial 

Supplies 

Other  Expense 
Teaching 

Salaries  -  Regular 

Salaries  -  Special 

Salaries  -  Substitute 

Salaries  -  Home  Bound 
Supplies  and  Materials 

General 

Consumable  Constructive  Mat'ls 

Physical  Education 

Music 

Remedial  Reading 
Workshop  and  Conference  Expense 
Summer  School  -  Salaries 
Summer  School  -  Supplies 
Reading  Supervisor-Travel 
Textbook  Program 

Basic  and  Supplemental 

Remedial  Reading 

Music 
Library  Services 

Supplies  and  Materials 

Consultant  and  Clerical  Service 
Audio-Visual  Program 

Supplies  and  Materials 
Guidance  Services 

Supplies  and  Materials 


190.12 

$  250.00 

263.37 

320.00 

9578.88 

10238.00 

5536.72 

6060.00 

613. 14 

610.00 

100.00 

403.1+1 

404.00 

11.88 

129.00 

166^7.52 

$  lblll.00 

250.00 

270.00 

1000.00 

1100.00 

18288.82 

20309.00 

J4I97.UO 

5076.00 

51+8.15 

300.00 

25.00 

238310.13 

271+  545. 00 

92I+9.UU 

10441.00 

6l4l.00 

4850.00 

85.00 

£95.00 

3566.72 

4268.00 

25148.17 

3410.00 

538.92 

350.00 

39.80 

100.00 

200.00 

78.44 

300.00 

1350.00 

1500.00 

17.08 

100.00 

68.00 

80.00 

2739. 24 

3234.00 

186.67 

200.00 

100.00 

144. 70 

2405.00 

2127.00 

250.00 

208.69 

1594.00 

696.37 

926.00 

84 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 

Expended 
1967 


Budget 
1968 


Psychological  Services 

Salary  -  Tester 
Educational  Television 

Supplies  and  Materials 

OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 
Attendance 
Attendance  Officer 
School   Adjustment  Counselor 
Psychiatric  Consultant  Service 
Other  Expense-SAC  Travel 
Health  Services 
Salaries 


Nurse 
Physician 

Supplies  and  Materials 
Other  -  Nurse  Travel 
Pupil  Transportation 
Contracted  Services 
Regular 
Special  Class 
Educatibnal  Trips 
Vocational 
Food  Service 
Salary  -  Cafeteria  Manager 
Salary  -  Lunchroom 


740.00 
577.50 


1.0.00 

5116.88 
91.67 
63.70 


U338.UO 
660.00 
55.03 
35.55 


25870.06 
1602.50 
910.12 
192.75 

3584.00 

[|2530. 60 


900.00 

620.00 
$338048. 00 


10.00 
57i|0.00 

150.00 
50.00 


6384.00 
700.00 

75.00 
120.00 


27000.00 
1870.00 
800.00 
510.00 

3750.00 

4320.00 

51479.00 


Held  over  from  1966  Budget 


136.50 


OPERATION  and  MAINTENANCE  OF  PLANT 
Operation  of  Plant 

Custodial  Services  22376.76 

Supplies  and  Materials  2057.69 
Contingency 
Heating  Buildings 

Oil-  Proctor  261+2. 67 

Steward  2055. 7k 

Gas  ll|0i|.72 
Utility  Services 

Light  and  Power  6885.42 

Water  560.80 

Telephones  -  Schools  829.67 

Administration  152.63 
Maintenance  of  Plant 
"Maintenance  of  Grounds 

Care  of  Grounds  2123.75 

Waste  Removal  286.35 

Other  4.00 


25432.00 
2500.00 
500.00 

2800.00 
2400.00 
15C>0.00 

6770.00 
550.00 

740.00 
175.00 


1900.00 
350.00 
50.00 
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Expended  Budget 

1967  1968 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 
Repairs  and  Upkeep 

Specific  967. 0i|  3125.00 

Emergency  3268.23  1700.00 
Maintenance  of  Equipment 

Schools  -  Emergency  27i[.83  125.00 

Specific  137.93  160.00 

Administrative  Office  1+5. 92  50.00 

$  U607U.15         $  50B27.00 

Held  over  from  1966  Budget           $  l4.50.OO 

COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
Civic  Activities 

Reimbursable  Janitor  Salaries  875.08  1310.00 
Summer  Playground 

Salaries  675.00  700.00 

Supplies  and  Materials  i+9.01  lOO.'OO 

$  1599.09  $  2110.00 

ACQUISITION  OF  FIXED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equipment 

Schools  89.00  I|86l.OO 

Library  (new  or  add.)  902.79  950.00 

Replacement  of  Equipment  196.23  100.00 

$  lTBOS         $  5911.00 

PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 

Tuition  -  Elementary  935.00  1500.00 

Vocational  91U.25  2285.00 

Adult  Education  215.70  175.00 

$  2064.95  $  3960.00 

TOTALS  $[[03801.57  $l|70l|I|6.00 

Total  he^H  over  from  1966  Budget  586.50 


SPECIAL  ACCOUNTS: 

School  Lunch  Program 

Staff  12876.50 

Supplies  205l4ll.68 

Equipment  135.26 

Other  1658.00 

Travel -Supervisor  102. 8 


$  35317.2 
P.  L.   86J4    Title  III 

P.  L.  871+    Federal  Aid  $  6759.16 

P.  L.  89-10  Title  I  $  73U6.19 
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TOWN  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


The  Insurance  Committee  is  charged  with  keeping  the  Town  property 
adequately  insured  for  any  likely  contingency  and  the  Town  employees 
properly  protected  for  any  liability  suit. 

The  Town's  package  insurance  policy  which  was  updated  and  broadened 
in  1965  was  further  continued  in  1967  expcept  for  again  increasing  the 
Fire  Insurance  to  keep  pace  with  increased  values  and  new  equipment 
acquired. 

In  1966,  the  State  passed  a  law  which  the  1967  Town  Meeting  accepted, 
enabling  certain  elected  officials  of  the  Town  to  be  included  under 
the  Town's  Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance.    Those  officials  desig- 
nated by  the  Selectmen  are  the  Road  Commissioner,  Board  of  Assessors 
and  the  Tree  Warden. 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1967. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Committee  Clerk 


FRANCIS  BROWN,  Chairman 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
SUZANNE  HART 
DAVID  L.  TWISS 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


Dwellings  

Additions.  

Garages  (Residential) 
Garages  (Commercial) . 

Remodeling  

Storage  Buildings .... 

Stable  

Sign.  

Store  

Office  Building. 


42 
15 
12 
.3 
.1 
.2 
.1 
.1 
.1 
.1 


Total  Permits 


79 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 


Building  Inspector 
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TREE  WARDEN'S  and  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

During  the  past  winter  three  ice  and  wind  storms  caused  much  damage  to 
the  Town  trees  through  broken  branches.    The  storm  of  May  25th  felled 
several  large  trees.    However  in  this  storm  it  was  a  case  of  trees 
from  private  property  falling  and  blocking  the  highways. 

During  the  winter  the  backlog  of  dead,  dying  and  diseased  elm  trees 
were  removed.    During  July,  twenty-six  elm  trees  were  sampled  and  the 
results  from  the  Shade  Tree  Disease  Laboratory  confirmed  the  fact  that 
these  trees  had  the  Dutch  Elm  Disease. 

The  rainy  weather  during  the  spring  and  summer  made  it  impossible  to 
spray  for  Poison  Ivy  control.  However,  the  Dormant  and  the  Two  Leaf 
sprays  were  applied  although  it  took  some  planning  to  get  them  done. 

The  Emergency  Center  at  the  Town  Hall  has  been  a  great  help  to  this 
Department  during  storms  by  radioing  the  locations  of  fallen  trees  to 
the  Police  Cruiser.    The  Police  Department  has  cooperated  by  standing 
by  until  the  hazard  has  been  removed  from  the  road. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Highway  Department  for  their  coopera- 
tion and  everyone  else  who  has  cooperated  with  this  Department  during 
the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

Last  year,  in  addition  to  a  very  heavy  grass  mowing  schedule,  we  were 
able  to  plant  yews  around  both  sides  of  the  Town  Hall  and  to  put  out 
several  yourtg  trees  on  the  Common  to  replace  the  diseased  elms.  We 
plan  to  continue  our  tree  renewal  program  next  year. 

The  Flag  on  the  Common  has  been  flown  on  most  pleasant  days  from  April 
19th  through  November  11th.    This  policy  will  be  extended  in  1968. 

Members  of  the  Park  Commission  met  with;    the  League  of  Women  Voters 
for  a  panel  discussion  of  town  recreation  needs;  the  Selectmen  and  the 
Recreation  Committee  for  an  exchange  of  ideas  on  the  upkeep  of  present 
recreation  areas,  and  with  the  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee  of  the 
Congregational  Church  to  discuss  the  possible  leasing  of  the  property 
in  the  rear  of  the  Emerson  Center  for  town  recreation  purposes. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  in  the  immediate  future  the  Park  Department 
should  enter  the  town  recreation  picture  to  provide  proper  maintenance 
for  the  baseball  diamonds,  skating  areas,  tennis  courts  and  the  play- 
grounds.   We  are  anxious  and  ready  to  serve  the  town  in  this  capacity. 

We  are  grateful  to  George  Earle  and  his  son  Hazen  who  have  kept  the 
Common  in  "show  place"  condition  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  DAY,  Chairman 
WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 
Park  Commissioners 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT 
To  the  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  1967  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  accomplished,  in  drainage, 
widening,  scraping  and  resurfacing  of  the  roads  in  Topsfield. 

Under  Chapter  90  funds,  new  road  construction  was  completed  on  Central 
St.  from  Summer  St.  to  Route  1. 

Under  Chapter  90  maintenance  a  half  mile  of  Route  97  was  resurfaced. 

Under  General  Highway  Funds  drainage  work  was  completed  in  trouble 
areas  in  town.    Twenty- two  catch  basins  were  installed.  Colerain 
Rd.  was  widened  and  resurfaced,  also  a  section  of  Grove  St.  Also 
sidewalk  resurfacing  was  done.    On  Campmeeting  Rd.  a  knoll  was  cut 
down  four  feet  to  eliminate  a  blind  spot  in  the  road  for  safety 
reasons . 

Under  Chapter  81  funds,  roads  were  swept,  oiled,  sanded,  catch  basins 
cleaned  and  brush  along  highways  was  cut. 

We  still  need  many  roads  in  Town  widened  to  facilitate  passage  of  in- 
creased traffic  and  school  busses.    Drainage  remains  a  constant  pro- 
blem and  much  work  still  needs  to  be  done. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  cooperated 
with  this  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 

WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES'  REPORT,  1967 


The  service  rendered  to  the  community  by  the  Library  in  1967  can  be 
measured  statistically:    estimated  number  of  borrowers,  3500,  size  of 
book  collection,  21,989;  volumes  added  this  year,  1387;  number  of 
volumes  circulated,  64,160.    Statistics  are  inadequate,  however,  when  it 
comes  to  describing  the  warm,  attractive  children's  room  that  was  offi- 
cially opened  April  22,  1967.    The  once,  dingy  basement  has  become  a 
brightly  decorated  room  with  orange  carpeting  and  shelves,  child-sized 
furniture  and  its  own  entrance.    The  window  wells  have  become  miniature 
gardens  through  the  efforts  of  the  Garden  Clubs.    Materials  for  the 
gardens  were  a  gift  from  the  Stuart  Wyman  Fund  as  were  the  gaily  colored 
pillows  which  are  used  on  benches  under  the  windows  and  during  story 
hours.    Still  another  gift  from  this  fund  is  a  much  admired  acquarium. 
It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  children  enjoy  and  respect  this  charm- 
ing room. 

The  basement  renovation  also  provided  a  work  space  and  a  conference 
room.    The  conference  room  is  used  for  story  hours,  trustee  meetings 
and  is  available  for  small  public  gatherings.    Eight  comfortable  cap- 
tain's chairs  have  been  purchased  for  this  room.    A  much  needed  file 
for  trustee  use  has  been  obtained.    The  main  part  of  the  Library  was 
painted  this  year  without  interruption  of  service. 

Funds  from  the  following  sources  must  be  applied  to  the  Library  Budget, 
thereby  making  it  unnecessary  for  all  improvement  and  maintenance  costs 
to  be  imposed  upon  the  tax  rate: 


The  Board  of  Trustees  meets  the  second  Monday  of  every  month;  this  meet- 
ing is  open  to  the  public.    An  important  accomplishment  of  the  Board  in 
1967  was  the  adoption  of  a  comprehensive  personnel  policy.    Our  excellent 
staff  includes  Mrs.  Edwin  Mayo,  Head  Librarian,  and  Mrs.  Charming  Dupouy, 
Assistant  Librarian.    Mrs.  Dupouy,  formerly  a  clerk,  was  appointed 
Assistant  Librarian  upon  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Charles  Denault.  Mrs. 
John  Ray,  Mrs.  E.  Brewster  Wayland,  Mrs.  John  Moscarito  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Anderson  joined  the  staff  when  it  was  decided  to  open  the  Library  from 
10  to  12  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings  in  addition  to  the  regular  after- 
noon and  evening  hours. 

The  Library  continues  to  loan  a  sizeable  book  collection  to  Proctor 
School  and  to  conduct  library  orientation  courses  for  both  Proctor  and 
Steward  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grades.    First  graders  receive  an 
orientation  tour  of  the  Library.    The  monthly  story- telling  visits  to 


Dog  License  Fees 
Fines 


$  1,208.50 
1,021.83 


State  Aid 


837.75 
600.00 
355.00 
1,232.31 


Elementary  School 
Non-resident  Fees 
Trust  Fund  Income 
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each  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade  were  discontinued  this  year  and  are 
now  being  carried  on  by  volunteers  with  the  advice  of  the  Library  staff. 
Story  hours  for  pre-schoolers  are  conducted  regularly  on  the  first  and 
third  Tuesdays  of  the  month  by  Mrs.  Dupouy,    A  Junior  Great  Books  dis- 
cussion group  was  organized  and  conducted  in  the  Library  for  sixth 
graders . 

In  addition  to  their  regular  duties  Mrs.  Dupouy,  Mrs.  Denault,  and  Mrs. 
Mayo  attended  a  6 -weeks  course  by  the  Division  of  Library  Extension, 
"Guide  to  Children's  Book  Selection,"  held  at  our  Library  for  Essex 
County  Library  personnel.    Mrs.  Mayo  also  serves  as  Vice-President  of 
the  Merrimac  Valley  Library  Association. 

The  services  of  Inter- Library  Loan,  with  headquarters  at  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  make  available  to  Library  patrons  films  and  books  not 
in  our  collection.    We  now  have  a  group  of  records,  a  gift,  from 
Columbia,  catalogued  for  loan. 

The  Library  is  grateful  to  the  Garden  Clubs  for  their  attractive  flower 
arrangements  and  Christmas  decorations,  to  the  Haverhill  Savings  Bank 
for  book  marks  and  to  the  Lions'  Club  for  large  print  books  for  the 
visually  handicapped.    The  Library  has  received  141  books  as  gifts, 
many  as  tributes  to  friends.    An  atlas  file  and  reference  table  for  the 
Young  Adult  Room  have  been  purchased  from  the  Stuart  Wyman  Fund  and 
Berlitz  records  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Arpin.    These  generous  gifts  and  last- 
ing memorials  are  much  appreciated  by  the  Library  and  the  townspeople. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


DR.  MARIO  D.  BANUS,  Chairman 

C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  Financial  Secretary 

EVELYN  L.  FALES,  Secretary 

MARION  G.  KIMBALL 

DR.  ALAN  K.  RADACK 

BARBARA  K.  BOOTH 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Roger  G.  Peabody 


SERGEANT 
Harold  G.  Moore 


REGULAR  PATROLMEN 

Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard 


RESERVE  PATROLMEN 

Roy  H.  Ackerman 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
Stephen  B.  Tierney 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
John  W.  Dwinell 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 


SPECIAL  POLICE 

Donald  Brown 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
George  N.  Earle 
James  R.  Swindell 
William  G.  VanBuskirk 


POLICEWOMAN 
Nellei  R.  Peabody 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for  1967. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT 

Complaints  and  investigations  ....982 

Accidents  reported  149 

Motor  vehicles  involved  in  accidents  257 

Persons  injured  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  110 

Persons  killed  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

Summons  served  265 

Arrests  by  Topsfield  Police  23 

Arrests  by  State  Police  34 

Violations  reported  to  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  218 

Warnings  •  81 

Complaints-.  131 

Arrests  6 

Defective  equipment  tags  issued...-  154 

Court  hours  294 

Pistol  permits  issued  41 

Hospital  runs  112 

Resuscitator  calls.  3 

House  checks  1135 

House  breaks  11 

Business  breaks  4 

Doors  found  open.  76 

Motor  vehicles  stolen  1 

Stolen  motor  vehicles  recovered  4 

Malicious  damage  to  property  26 

Bicycles  stolen  -.  7 

Bicycles  recovered  2 

Assists  .172 

Persons  reported  missing  and  found  by  Topsfield  Police.-  10 

Value  stolen  property  recovered  $6,766.00 

Station  wagon  mileage  for  1967  53,226.2 

Sedan  mileage  for  1967- (5  months)/  22,475.9 

Total  mileage  station  wagon  to  date,  1-29-68  83,545.5 

Total  mileage  sedan  to  date,  1-29-68...,  27,325.3 

OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONS  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

Altered  drivers  license  in  possession....  2 

Assault  and  battery  1 

Attaching  improper  registration  plates  to  a  motor  vehicle  3 

Being  abroad  in  the  night-time  3 
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Breaking  and  entering  3 

Default  warrants  2 

Defective  equipment  on  motor  vehicles  1 

Disturbing  the  peace  1 

Drunkeness  11 

Failing  to  stop  for  a  stop  sign  ,  2 

Failing  to  display  current  safety  inspection  sticker  7 

Failing  to  stop  on  signal  of  a  uniformed  police  officer  1 

Following  too  closely  1 

Giving  false  name  to  a  police  officer  1 

Illegal  possession  of  fireworks  2 

Improper  display  of  registration  plates  on  a  motor  vehicle  1 

Improper  operation  of  a  motor  vehicle  ;  1 

Indecent  exposure  1 

Larceny  14 

Leaving  the  scene  of  a  property  damage  accident  2 

Minor  in  possession  of  alcoholic  beverages  unaccompanied  by  parent.. 

or  guardian. .8 

Non-payment  of  excise  taxes  '.  1 

Operating  a  motorcycle  without  protective  headgear  2 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  to  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  road  2 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  so  as  to  endanger  4 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  license  to  do  so.c  4 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  valid  license  in  possession  8 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  valid  registration  in  possessionlO 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor  6 

Operating  an  uninsured  motor  vehicle  6 

Operating  an  unregistered  motor  vehicle  6 

Passing  violations  5 

Pushing  an  uninsured  motor  vehicle  1 

Pushing  an  unregistered  motor  vehicle  1 

Red  light  violations  8 

Runaway  v .  .3 

Speeding  86 

Stubborn  child  1 

Trespassing  8 

Truancy  6 

unlawful  carrying  of  dangerous  weapons  ^....4 

Using  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority  3 

Violation  Town  Board  of  Health  Regulations  (Garbage  transportation) . 6 

Violation  Town  By-Laws  (Junk  cars)  6 

TOTAL  237 

COURT  DISPOSITION  OF  ABOVE  OFFENSES 

Amount  of  fines  levied  by  courts  for  above  offenses  $3,062.00 

Guilty  189 

Not  guilty  18 

Nolo  accepted  16 

Dismissed  3 
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Remanded  to  House  of  Correction  

Bound  over  to  Grand  Jury. . . .  

Guilty  findings  under  appeal  to  Superior  Court 


2 
4 
3 


The  activities  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  second  consecutive 
year  show  a  marked  overall  increase  as  can  be  seen  in  the  statistical 
section  of  this  report.    Topsfield  does  not  suffer  this  increase  alone 
however,  as  the  surrounding  cities  and  towns  are  also  experiencing  the 
same  increases  in  activities.    Complaints  and  investigations  have  just 
about  doubled,  with  531  for  1966  and  982  for  1967.    Motor  vehicle 
accidents  with  resultant  property  damage  and  personal  injury  have  also 
shown  a  overall  increase.    It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  one  of  our 
prime  trouble  areas,  house  and  business  breaks,  has  shown  a  sharp  de- 
cline in  1967  from  1966. 

As  a  result  of  the  last  annual  Town  Meeting  the  town  provided  for  the 
services  of  two  additional  patrolmen  and  the  department  is  now  provid- 
ing 24-hour  pmtrols,  365  days  a  year,  and  as  predicted,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  second  cruiser  we  have  been  able  to  double  the  patrol 
coverage.    This  added  manpower  and  equipment  was  timely  as  is  reflect- 
ed in  the  very  substantial  increases  in  offenses  handled  by  the  de- 
partment in  1967  which  numbered  237,  as  against  44  during  1966. 

With  the  Emergency  Center  now  a  reality  and  in  full  operation,  the 
receipt  of  emergency  calls  as  well  as  administrative  calls  and  the 
dispatching  of  men  and  equipment  during  emergencies  has  without  a 
doubt  exceeded  our  expectations  in  efficiency.    The  Emergency  Center 
Operators  are  to  be  commended  for  the  professional  manner  in  which 
they  have  conducted' their  operations. 

Throught  the  cooperation  of  the  School  Department,  the  School  Safety 
Patrol  at  the  Proctor  School  was  also  put  into  operation  during  1967 
providing  additional  coverage  at  various  school  crossings  in  town 
assisting  the  children  to  and  from  school.    The  activities  of  the 
School  Safety  Patrol  members  should  not  go  without  mention. 

As  in  the  past  years,  numerous  complaints  have  been  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned  without  further  court  action. 

In  closing,  the  men  of  the  department  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
prompt  response  and  efficiency  of  operation,  while  sincere  thanks  are 
also  to  be  extended  to  the  officials  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  the 
citizens  and  the  State  Police,  as  well  as  all  other  who  in  any  way 
have  assisted  this  department. 
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For  the  information  of  new  residents  the  POLICE  EMERGENCY  number  is 
887-2121.    For  those  wishing  to  contact  the  Police  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  police  business,  the  POLICE  BUSINESS  number  is 
887-2116. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
Chief  of  Police 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Balance  -  January  1,  1967  $    490  094  35 

Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Old  Age  Assistance  -  Medical  Assistance  19,543.31 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  -  Disabled  Persons  '998.34 

Valuation  Basis  -  Income  -  Corporation  Tax 

20%  Sales  and  Use  Tax  152,555.86 

School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  -  80%  Sales  Tax  125 '695! 00 

School  Building  Assis.  -  Construction  18,773.77 

Title  I  8,774.00 

Chapter  69-71  1,869.24 

Transportation  12,751.72 

Vocational  Education  71.25 

Federal  Aid  #874  8,194.00 

School  Lunch  Reimbursement  8,645.19 

Immunization  Assistance  Program  175.00 

Library  Aid  837.75 

Corporation  Tax  27.64 

Meals  Tax  303.71 

Loss  of  Taxes  8,840.96 

Highway  -  Chapter  81  13,200.00 

Chapter  90  17,933.09 

Improvement  Loan  3,774.89 

National  Defense  Education  III  1,815.51 

Veterans'  Benefits  3,033.40 

Welfare  5.95 

Collector  of  Taxes 

Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  1,205,057.60 

Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  1,507.45 

Filing  Liens  486.00 

Water  Rates  48,838.98 

Construction  §  Connections  Fees  -  Misc.  2,910.05 

Hydrant  Damage  -  Reimbursement  569.24 

County  of  Essex 

Ipswich  Street  8,966.54 

Dog  Fund  Reimbursement  563.36 

Court  Fines  417.85 

Cemetery  Department 

Care -Burial -Endowments -Foundations  and 

Sale  of  lots  4,076.00 
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Balance  -  January  1,  1967 

Library- 
Book  Fines 
Non- Residents 
School  Reimbursement 
Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund 
Magazine  Refund 
Repair  Refund 

Schools 

Cafeteria 

Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent 

Summer  School  and  Yearly  Tuitions 

Book  fines  -  personal  calls 

County  Retirement 
Federal  Withholding  Taxes 
State  Withholding  Taxes 

Building  Fees 

Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance 
Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance  0.  M.  E. 
Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists 
Dog  Licenses 
Clinic 

Disposal  Installers  Permits 
Dump  -  Stump  Permits 
Gas  Permits 
I.D.  Cards 

Insurance  Refunds  -  W.C. 

Blue  Cross 
Licenses  -  Miscellaneous 
Machinery  Fund 
M.  A.  A.  $  0.  A.  A.  Refunds 
Percolation  Tests 
Pistol  Permits 
Planning  Board  Requirement 
Plumbing  Permits 
Re  imbur s  ement  s 

3M  Copies 

Sales  -  Misc.  Equipment 
Use  of  Highway  Equipment 
Plowing  State  Roads 
Insurance  Indemnity  -  Highway 
Overpayments 


$  490,094.35 


1,021.78 
355.00 
600.00 
476.00 
253.85 
75.00 


27,089.42 
1,430.00 
753.15 
130.14 

8,544.29 
67,830.34 
8,728.46 

1,440.00 

6,929.11 
196.56 
549.60 
111.00 

1,208.50 
196.50 
80.00 
248.00 
400.00 
6.00 
499.38 
182.35 
142.50 
702.50 
334.62 

1,067.50 
80.00 
22.50 
654.00 

78.75 
277.00 

64.00 
404.50 

62.84 

12.27 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


QQ 


Balance  -  January  1,  1967  $  490,094.35 

Security-Danvers  National  Bank-Short  Term  Notes  400,000.00 
Tailings  .  2.00 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  6,280.00 
Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  315.00 
Trust  Funds  5,613.37 
Wire  Inspection  fees  1,633.00 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  Requirement  80.00 

$2,228,373.43 

Total  Receipts  $2,718,467.78 


DISBURSEMENTS 


January 

Warrant    1-5  Inc. 

56,417.25 

February 

6-9 

96,742.37 

March 

10-14 

233,031.62 

April 

15-18 

99,986.07 

May 

19-22 

241,957.64 

June 

23-27 

105,055.32 

July 

28-31 

122,837.39 

August 

32-35 

214,870.87 

September 

36-40 

105,692.45 

October 

41-44 

121,809.11 

November 

45-48 

102,748.77 

December 

49-55 

661,174.74 

Total  Disbursements  $2,162,323.60 
Cash  Balance  -  December  31,  1967  $  556,144.18 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1967 


TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 

Current  Year: 

Personal 

42,824.04 

Real  Estate 

987,718.21 

Previous  Years: 

Personal 

90.65 

Real  Estate 

18,736.43 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1965 

150.20 

Year  1966 

17,954.74 

Year  1967 

137,583.33 

From  State  and  Corporatic 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Corporation 

27.64 

Meals  Tax 

303.71 

State  Tax 

152,555.86 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Victuallers 

6.00 

Junk 

5.00 

Overnight  Cabins 

1.00 

Sunday  Licenses 

54.00 

Gas  Registration 

4.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Sales 

35.00 

Milk  and  Oleo 

12.00 

Pistol  Permits 

80.00 

Auctioneer 

16.00 

Mfg.  and  sale  -  Ice 

Cream                           5 . 00 

Misc.  Licenses 

4.50 

11,030,542.25 


18,827.08 


155,688.27 


152,887.21 


222.50 


Carried  forward 


1,358,167.31 
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Brought  forward 


1,358,167.31 


Grants  and  Gifts 


From  Federal  Government: 
Old  Age  Assistance 
Medical  Aid 

Federal  School  Aid  -  P.L.  874 
Disability  Assistance 
School-National  Defense  Education  P.L. 
School  -  Title  I 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

From  State: 
Welfare 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons 
Medical  Aid 
Old  Age  Assistance 
Reimbursement -Loss  of  Taxes 
Highway  Chap.  81  Maintenance 
Highway  Chap.  90  Construction 
School  Aid- Vocational 
School  Transportation 
School  Aid- Chapter  70 
Reimb.  -  Chap.  760  -  Library 
Veterans '  Benefits 
Spc.  Edu.  Prog.  Chap.  69-71 
Highway  Impr.  Loan 
Corp.  §  Tax  Disabled  Veterans 
School  Bldg.  Ass is.  Comm. 
Vaccine  Assistance  Program 

From  County: 

Reimbursement- -Dog  Fund 
Court  Fines 
Highway- -Chapter  90 


864 


1,240.00 
10,853.57 
8,194.00 

553.50 
1,815.51 
8,774.00 

242.00 


5,95 
202.84 
6,964.25 
485,49 
8,840.96 
13,200,00 
17,933.09 
71.25 
12,751.72 
125,695.00 
837.75 
2,641.40 
1,869.24 
3,774.89 
392.00 
18,773.77 
175.00 


563.36 
417.85 
966.54 


31,672.58 


214,614.60 


9,947.75 


General  Government 

Collector- -Tax  Liens 
Dog  Clinic 

Sale  of  Resident  Lists,  By-Laws  §  Maps 

Building  Fees 

Percolation  Tests 

Sale  of  Dogs 

Gas  Permits 

Planning  Board 


486.00 
187.50 
111.00 
1,440.00 
1,067.50 
9.00 
400.00 
22.50 


Carried  forward 


1,614,402.24 
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Brought  forward 


1,614,402.24 


General  Government  (continued) 


Plumbing  Permits 
Stump  Permits 
Wiring  Permits 
Installer's  Permits 
Identification  Cards 
Zoning  Board 

Sale  of  Miscellaneous  Equipment 
Highway- Reimbursement  from  State 
Police  Department 
Library  Department- Reimbursement 


654.00 
248.00 
1,633.00 

80.00 
6.00 

80.00 
277.00 
404.50 

72.00 
328.85 


7,506.85 


Water  Department 


Water  Rates 

Water  Construction  Fees 
Water  Connections 
Water  -  Misc. 


48,838.98 
2,010.00 
883.05 
17.00 


51,749.03 


School 


School  Lunch  Receipts 

School  Lunch  Reimbursements -State 

School  Tuition 

School  Gym  Rent 

Misc.  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Pers.  Tel.  Calls 

Library  -  Fines 

Library  -  Non  Resident  Fees 

Library  -  School  Reimbursement 

Library  -  Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund 


27,089.42 
8,645.19 
674.15 
1,509.00 
130.14 


38,047.90 

1,021.78 
355.00 
600.00 
476.00 


Cemeteries 


Sale  of  Lots 

Reimbursement -Care  of  Lots 
Re imbur s emen t - Bur i al s 
Beques  ts - Endowments 
Foundations 

Interest- -on  Deferred  Taxes 


685.00 
68.00 
890.00 
2,215.00 
218.00 


4,076,00 
1,507.45 


Carried  forward 


1,719,742.25 
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Brought  forward 


1,719,742.25 


Unclassified 


County  Retirement  Board 
Federal  Withholding  Tax 
State  Withholding  Tax 
Dog  Licenses  for  County 
O.A.A.  §  M.A.A.  Reimbursement 
Tops field  Cemetery  Account 
Machinery  Fund 

Indemnity  §  Re  funds -Insurance 

Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins, 

Tailings 

Re  funds -duplicate  payments,  etc. 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 
Treasurer's  Misc.  Receipts 


8,544.29 
67,830.34 
8,728.46 
1,208.50 
333.62 
315.00 
766.50 
1,131.46 
7,857.62 
2.00 
13.27 
6,280.00 
6.75 


103,017.81 


Trust  Funds 


Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund 
General  Library  Fund 
John  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 
S.S.  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 
Deborah  Kimball  Centennial  Fund 


398.75 
835.35 
732.78 
342.82 
284.40 
,884.17 
115.10 
20.00 


5,613.37 


Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue 


400,000.00 


Total  Receipts  2,228,373.43 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1967  490,094.35 

$2,718,467.78 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
PAYMENTS 
Town  Officers'  Salaries 


Moderator 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Selectmen 

Appropriated 
Expended 


30.00 
30.00 


1,500.00 
1,500.00 


30.00 


1,500.00 


Accountant 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Treasurer 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Collector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Assessors 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Finance  Committee  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 


600.00 
600.00 


Planning  Board  - 
Appropriated 
Expended 


Clerk  and  Chairman 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


2,500.00 
2,500.00 


50.00 
50.00 


50.00 
50.00 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 


600.00 
600.00 


600.00 


3,000.00 


3,000.00 


2,500.00 


50.00 


50.00 


1,000.00 


600.00 


Total  Town  Officers'  Salaries 


12,330.00 


Carried  forward 


$  12,330.00 
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Brought  forward 


12,330.00 


Town  Officers'  Expenses 


Telephone 

Town  Hall  Clerks 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment 

Selectmen: 

Printing,  postage  and  books 
Association  Dues 
Engineering  Services 
Mileage  §  Attending  Meetings 

Accountant : 

Supplies  and  postage 
Association  Dues 


53.00 
54.00 
30.00 
66.50 


44.95 
5.00 


287.02 
10,365.76 
498.23 


203.50 


49.95 


Treasurer : 

Printing,  postage,  stationery  416.37 

Vault  Rental     ~  12.00 

Surety  Bond  125.00 

Association  Dues  5.00 

Record  Note  16.00 

Attending  Meetings   8.00  582.37 

Town  Collector: 

Printing r  postage  and  supplies  690.96 

Surety  Bonds      "  194.00 

Association  Dues  5.00 

Deputy  Collector  25.00  914.96 

Zoning  Board  -  Advertising  32.00 

Town  Counsel  2,219.95 

Finance  Committee: 

Clerical  146.00 

Dues  15.00 

Supplies  4.00 

Attending  Meetings  12.00  177.00 


Carried  forward 


15,330.74 


12,330.00 
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Brought  forward  15,330.74  12,330.00 

Assessors : 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  294.59 

Attending  Meetings  §  Mileage  127.80 

Association  Dues  30.00 

Abstracting  Deeds  168.95 

Consultations  51.00  672.34 

Town  Clerk: 

Recording  Fees  103.00 

Dues  8.00 

Bond  10 . 00 

Printing,  postage  §  supplies  23.22           144.22  16,147.30 

Appropriated  17,000.00 
Expended  16,147.30 
Trans,  to  Comm. Center     608.00  16,755.30 
Trans,  to  Revenue  244.70 

Elections  :■ 

Registrars  400.00 

Election  Officers  174.02 

Printing,  postage  466.34 

Misc.  labor  §  clerical  exp.  113.78 

Warrants  and  Ballots  183.57 

Food  13.62 

Constable  50.00  1,401.33 

Bal.  brought  forward  304.23 
Appropriated  2,000.00 
2,304.23 

Expended  1,401.33 
Bal.  carried  forward  902.90 

New  Office  Equipment  22.60 
Balance  brought  forward  22.60 
Expended   22. 60 

Census  Listing  366.41 
Appropriated  300 . 00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  66.41 

366.41 

Expended  366.41 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200.00 
Appropriated  200.00 

Expended  200.00   


Carried  forward 


30,467.64 
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Brought  forward 

Town  Hall  Furnishings: 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 

Town  Hall: 

Janitor's  Services 

Fuel 

Lights 

Supplies 

Repairs  and  equipment 
Removal  of  ashes 
Water 
Decorating 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 

Selectmen's  Special: 
Snow  Guard 
Flowers 
Dog  Officer 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 


5,000.00 
4,816.50 
183.50 


5,000.00 
4,956.25 
43.75 


2,000.00 
530.75 
1,469.25 


1,200.00 
1,250.45 
1,122.12 
194.41 
1,089.27 
25.00 
40.00 
35.00 


485.00 
25.75 
20.00 


30,467.64 
4,816.50 


4,956.25 


530.75 


Civil  Defense: 

Director's  Salary 
Director's  car  expense 
Equipment 
Telephone 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 
Communications  equipment  -  new 
Misc.  supplies 
Electricity 

Bal.  brought  forward 
Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 


2,021.81 
1,905.81 
116.00 


150.00 
236.90 
123.36 
53.81 
95.26 
,225.04 
12.84 
8.60 


1,905.81 


Carried  forward 


42,676.95 
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Brought  forward 


42,676.95 


Communications  Center: 
Wages 
Telephone 

Radio  equipment  -  new 

Radio  Maintenance 

Misc.  Office  supplies  §  equip. 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 


11,700.00 
11,651.19 


9,395.62 
1,180.07 
359.77 
317.08 
398.65 


11,651.19 


1967  Town  Hall  Remodelling: 
Bal.  carried  forward 
Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 


5,778.41 
5,612.57 
165.84 


5,612.57 


Police  Department: 

Police  Chief's  Salary 
Police  Duty 
Cruiser  Maintenance 
Dues 

Telephone 

Clothings,  guns,  etc. 
Accident  Insurance 
Painting  Crosswalks 
Radio  Maintenance  §  new  equip, 
Office  supplies  §  equip. 
Blue  Phone  Expense  (Salary) 
Misc.  supplies 
Attending  Meetings 

Bal.  brought  forward 

Appropriated 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended  40,784.25 
Trans. to  Comm. Center  2,583.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue 


1,146.65 
40,284.00 

2,092.00 
43,522.65 

43,367.25 
155.40 


7,280.00 
24,392.40 
3,036.59 
40.00 
308.34 
961.14 
311.74 
665.00 
1,921.68 
447.98 
1,200.00 
137.73 
81.65 


40,784.25 


1966  New  Cruiser 
Bal.  brought  forward 
Expended 


80.45 
80.45 


80.45 


1967  Police  Cruiser 

Appropriated 

Expended 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 


Carried  forward 


103,805.41 
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Brought  forward 

Building  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Gas  Inspector 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 

Plumbing  Inspector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 

Wire  Inspector 

Appropriated 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 

Fire  Department: 
Chief 

Misc.  Personnel  Salaries 
Call  Men 

Steward's  Salary 

Fire  Telephone  Operator 

Misc.  Supplies  §  Oxygen 

Equipment  Repairs  -  Apparatus 

Gas,  Oil,  Batteries 

Fuel 

Lights 

Insurance 

Telephone 

Water 

Printing,  supplies 
New  equipment 
Radio 

Building  repairs 
Use  of  car 
Dues 

Appropriated 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended  16,679.27 
Trans,  to  Comm.Ctr.  1,915.00 


103,805.41 
2,000.00 

2,000.00 
2,000.00 

363.50 

800.00 
363.50 
436.50 

527.00 

800.00 
527.00 
273.00 

1,128.50 

1,000.00 
128.50 
1,128.50 
1,128.50 


2,000.00 
1,000.00 
6,902.00 
1,200.00 

611.92 

281.39 

560.29 

351.64 

906.29 

546.01 

410.43 

228.55 
60.00 
72.45 

426.80 

406.90 

350.00 

350.00 
14.00  16,679.27 

18,055.00 
539.27 
18,594.27 

18,594.27 


Carried  forward 


124,503.68 
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Brought  forward  124,503.68 

Dog  Fund  179.00 

Appropriated  300.00 

Expended  179.00 

Trans,  to  Revenue  121.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses  520.00 
Appropriated  520.00 
Expended  520.00 

Town  Forest 

Appropriated  150.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue  150.00 

Water  Department: 

Superintendent  6,500.00 

Clerk  1,610.65 

Electricity  3,498.33 

Legal  Expense  1,236.05 

Stock  Supplies  4,664.29 

Office  Supplies  511.45 

Telephone  180.00 

Misc.  Labor  3,161.92 

Equipment  Rental  558.31 

Maintenance  of  system  2,642.52 

Fluoride  300.00 

Truck  Maintenance  649.25 

Heat,  Pump  House  106.96 

Engineering  Services  4,019.86 

Dues          "  5.00 

Advertising  8.40 

Bond          '  12.00  29,664.99 

Appropriated  29,120.00 
Insurance  Indemnification  569.24 

29,680.24 

Expended  29,664.99 
Trans,  to  Revenue  24.25 

Water  Dept.  -  Land  Purchase 

Balance  brought  forward  133.48 
Balance  carried  forward  133.48 

1966  Additional  Wellfields  §  Station  14,916.78 
Balance  brought  forward  87,235.00 
Expended       "  14,916.78 
Balance  carried  forward  72,318.22 


Carried  forward 


169,784.45 
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Brought  forward  169,784.45 

1966  Water  Mains  -  Campmeeting  Rd.  1,934.09 
Bal.  brought  forward  7,177.28 

Expended  1,934.09 

Rescinded  T.M.  3/67       160.00  2,094.09 

Bal.  carried  forwarH  5,083.19 

Moth  Department  -  Truck  Rental  400.00 
Appropriated  400 . 00 

Expended  400.00 

Poison  Ivy  Eradication 

Appropriated  75.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue  75.00 

Moth  Department: 

Superintendent  54 . 40 

Labor      *  ^  187.75 

Contract -Spraying  §  Trimming  351.50 

Insecticides  ^  827.50  1,421.15 

Appropriated  1,430.00 
Expended  1,421.15 
Trans,  to  Revenue  8.85 

1967  New  Storage  Building  3,480.12 
Appropriated  3,500.00 

Expended  3,480.12 
Bal.  carried  forward  19.88 

Conservation  Commission  188.12 
Bal.  brought  forward  4,858.99 
Appropriated  150.00 

5,008.99 

Expended  188.12 
Bal.  carried  forward  4,820.87 

Dutch  Elm  Beetle  Suppression: 

Contract- Spraying  §  Removing  3,248.00 

Superintendent  98.40 

Labor  373.35 

Burning  Brush  624.00 

Equipment  §  repairs  54.69  4,398.44 

Appropriated  4,400.00 
Expended  4,398.44 
Trans,  to  Revenue   T5S 


Carried  forward 


181,606.37 
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Brought  forward  181,606.37 

Shade  Tree  Department: 

Superintendent  248.40 

Labor  1,575.80 

Contract-Tree  Surgeons  2,015.00 

Gas                      "  5.28 

Dues  5.00  3,849.48 

Appropriated  3,850.00 
Expended  3,849.48 
Trans,  to  Revenue  .52 

Health  Department: 

Milk  Inspector  and  Expenses  851.90 

Garbage  Disposal        ~  5,000.00 

Health  Agent  200.00 

Dog  Clinic  136.30 

Dog  Health  Dept.  77.00 

Flu  §  Polio  Vaccines  §  Clinics  310.75 

Sanitary  Engineer  785.00 

Office  Forms  §  Dues  20.98 

Immunization  Services  525.00 

Health  Inspector  462.00 

Engineering  42.00  8,410.93 

Appropriated  8,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  410.93 

8,410.93 

Expended  8,410.93 

Sanitation  Committee 

Bal.  brought  forward  3,324.00 
Bal.  carried  forward  3,324.00 

Town  Dump: 

Contract- -Maintenance  2,877.40 

Equipment  Rental  2,860.00 

Rat  Extermination  240.00 

Fence  22.34 

Misc.  Supplies  2.00 

Fill  631.50  6,633.24 

Appropriated  7,500.00 
Expended  6,633.24 

 86T77o" 

Trans,  to  Revenue  584.76 

Bal.  carried  forward     282.00  866.76 


Carried  forward 


200,500.02 
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Brought  forward  200,500.02 

Street  Lighting  5,891.69 

Appropriated  6,500.00 

Expended  5,891.69 

Trans,  to  Revenue  608.31 

Highway  Machinery  Operating  Fund  4 f 844. 75 

Appropriated  5,000.00 

Expended  4,844.75 

Bal.  carried  forward  155.25 

1967  Highway  Improvement  Act:  60.00 

From  State  3,774.89 
Expended  60.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  3,714.89 

1967  Highway  Sander  2,500.00 
Appropriated  2,500.00 
Expended  2,500.00 

1967  New  Dump  Truck  7,000.00 
Appropriated  7,000.00 
Expended  7,000.00 

General  Highway: 

Superintendent  3 , 379 . 40 

Labor  8,411.90 

Stone,  gravel,  asphalt  5,036.39 

Telephone  159.40 

Gas,  oil,  tires  1,081.99 

Equipment  Rental  3,645.00 

Heating  fuel  121.78 

Office  supplies  §  equip.  89.23 

Equipment  and  repairs  2,416.04 

Culverts  1,175.11 

Use  of  car  200.00 

Miscellaneous  69.97 

Curbing  190.00  25,976.21 

Appropriated  26,000.00 
Refunds  75.11 

26,075.11 

Expended  25,976.21 
Bal.  carried  forward  98.90 


Carried  forward 


246,772.67 
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Brought  forward 

Chapter  90  Construction  -  1966 
Bal.  brought  forward 
Expended 

Chapter  90  Construction  -  1967 
Superintendent 
Labor 

Equipment  Rental 

Culverts 

Gravel 

Machinery  Fund 
Concrete,  asphalt 
Notice  of  Petition 

Appropriated 

Borrowed  from  surplus  rev. 
Reserve  Fund  Trans. 

Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 


246,772.67 
289.82 

289.82 
289.82 


970.20 
3,146.15 
3,291.00 
1,554.41 
2,559.98 

682.50 
6,894.17 

61.00  19,159.41 

4,750.00 
14,250.00 
315.00 
19,315.00 
19,159.41 


Removing  Snow  §  Ice 

Superintendent  1,475.65 

Labor  7,571.25 

Hired  trucks,  plows,  etc.  8,822.50 

Sand  and  salt  7,502.93 

Repairs  and  Equipment  1,187.36 

Gas  and  Oil        "  1,432.59  27,992.28 

Appropriated  28,000.00 

Expended  27,992.28 

Trans,  to  Revenue  7.72 

Chapter  81  Maintenance: 

Superintendent  701.20 

Labor  7,793.20 

Tarvia,  Patch  §  Concrete  7,739.78 

Equipment  Rental  1,614.00 

Sand,  gravel  §  stone  2,980.98 

Culverts  448.03 

Machinery  Fund  20.00  21,297.19 

Appropriated  7,200.00 

Borrowed  from  surplus  rev.  14,100.00 

21,300.00 

Expended  21,297.19 

Trans,  to  Revenue  2.81 


Carried  forward 


315,511.37 
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Brought  forward  315,511.37 

Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance:  5,000.00 
Appropriated  5,000.00 
Expended  5,000.00 

CHARITIES 

General  Relief: 

Provisions  100.00 

Fuel  8.95 

Medical  26 . 00 

Cash  Grants  to  Individual  172.00  306.95 

Appropriated  3,000.00 
Expended- We If are  Approp.  306.95 
Trans,  to  Revenue  2,693.05 

Welfare  Administration:  475.00 
Appropriated  600 . 00 

Expended  _  475.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue  125.00 

Expended  -  David  Cumming  Charity  Fund  189.05 
Expended  -  Deborah  Kimball  Fund  20.00 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children  964.45 
U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  3,810.69 
Appropriated       ^  1,000.00 
U.S.  Grants  242.00 

5,052.69 

Expended  964.45 


4,088.24 
Trans,  to  Revenue  1,000.00 
U.S.  Grants  carried 

forward  3,088.24 
4,088.24 

Old  Age  Assistance  Administration:  1,157.00 
Local  Expense  50.00 
Central  Essex  Welfare  Dist.  1,107.00 

1,157.00 

Appropriated  1,157.00 
Expended  1,157.00 


Carried  forward 


323,623.82 
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Brought  forward  323,623.82 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons:  246.90 
U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  1,695.50 
Appropriated  1,200.00 
U.S.  Grants  553.50 

3,449.00 

Expended  246.90 

3,202.10 

U.S.  Grants  carried 

forward  2,189.25 
Trans .  to  Revenue  1,012.85  3,202.10 


Old  Age  Assistance  2,952.15 

U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  16,364.26 

Appropriated       ^  2,000.00 

U.S.  Grants  1,240.00 

Refunds  191.62 


19,795.88 

Expended  2,952.15 

16,843.73 

U.S.  Grants  carried 

forward  16,672.86 
Trans .  to  Revenue  170.87  16,843.73 

Medical  Aid  26,569.35 
U.S.  Grants  brought  forward  18,157.66 
Appropriated  15,000.00 
U.S.  Grants  10,853.57 
Reimbursements  142.00 

44,153.23 

Expended  26,569.35 

17,583.88 

U.S.  Grants  carried 

forward  12,919.12 
Trans .  to  Revenue  4,664.76  17,583.88 


Veterans'  Benefits  8,496.60 
Appropriated  5,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  3,500.00 

8,500.00 

Expended  8,496.60 
Bal.  carried  forward  3.40 


Carried  forward 


361,888.82 
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Brought  forward  361,888.82 

EDUCATION  and  LIBRARY 

School  (for  detailed  analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report) 
Administration  I  16,647.52 
Appropriated  16,826.00 
Trans,  to  Sch.  IV  178.48 
Expended  16,647.52  16,826.00 

Instruction  II  293,697.24 
Appropriated  300,846.00 
Expended  295,697.24 

7,148.76 

Trans,  to  Sch.  IV  348.76 

Bal.  carried  forward  6,800.00  7,148.76 

Other  School  Services  III  42,667.10 
Bal.  brought  forward  136.50 
Appropriated  43,116.00 

43,252.50 

Expended  42,667.10 
Trans,  to  Sch.  IV  585.40 

Operation  §  Maintenance  of  Plant  IV  46,524.15 
Bal.  brought  forward  450.00 
Appropriated  42,678.00 
Trans,  from  Schools, 

I-II-III-VI-IX-PL874  3,396.15 

46,524.15 

Expended  46,524.15 


Community  Services  VI  1,599.09 

Appropriated  1,600.00 

Expended  1,599.09 

Trans,  to  Sch.  IV  .91 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  1,188.02 

Appropriated  1,015.00 

Trans,  from  Sch.  IX  173.02 

1,188.02 

Expended  1,188.02 

Programs  with  other  Districts  IX  2,064.95 

Appropriated  3,710.00 

Expended  2,064.95 

Trans,  to  Schs.  IV  §  VII  1,645.05 


Total  School  Appropriations 
Carried  forward 


404,388.07  $404,388.07 
766,276.89 
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Brought  forward  766,276.89 

Special  Milk  and  Lunch  Fund  35,317.28 

School  Lunch  Receipts  27,089.42 

Federal  Reimbursements  8,645.19 

Bal.  brought  forward  1,575.46 

37,310.07 

Expended  35,317.28 

Bal.  carried  forward  1,992.79 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  238.00 

Bal.  brought  forward    "  321.11 

Appropriated  100.00 

421.11 

Expended  238.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  183.11 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues    1951,  1954,  1962 

Interest  15,050.00 

Appropriated  15,050.00 

Expended  15,050.00 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues    1951,  1954,  1962 

Principal  45,000.00 

Appropriated  45,000.00 

Bond  Proceeds,  T.M. ,  3/67  172.53 

45,172.53 

Expended  45,000.00 

Trans,  to  Revenue  172. 53 

New  Steward  School  Construction 

Bal.  brought  forward  172.53 

Trans.*  to  Maturing  Debt  172.55 

National  Defense  Education: 

Bal.  brought  forward  16.37 

Public  Law  864  Receipts  1,815.51 

Bal.  carried  forward  1,831.88 

Regional  District  Control  493,661.47 
General  Control 

Appropriated  493,661.47 

Expended  493,661.47 

Debt  Interest  and  Planning  66,490.43 

Appropriated  66,490.43 

Expended  66,490.43 

Carried  forward  1,422,034.07 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


119 


Brought  forward  1,422,034.07 

School  Federal  Aid  X  5,948.59 
Balance  brought  forward  6,363.99 
Public  Law  #874  8,194.00 

14,557.99 

Expended  5,948.59 

8,609.40 

Trans,  to  Sch.  IV  810.57 

Bal.  carried  forward     7,798.83  8,609.40 

School  -  Special  Title  I  7,346.19 
Balance  brought  forward  2,004.48 
Public  Law  89-10  8,774.00 

10,778.48 

Expended  7,346.19 
Balance  carried  forward  3,432.29 

Library 

Librarian  4,999.92 

Assistant  Librarians  7,220.61 

Janitor  1,200.00 

Books  4,340.55 

Fuel  692.00 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  993.15 

Water    '  40.00 

Janitor's  supplies  64.43 

Electricity   "  494.19 

Telephone  146.67 

Maintenance  §  repairs  923.98 

Furniture  §  equipment  352.25 

Expended  -  Trust  Funds  675.40 

Dues  13.00  22,156.15 

Town  Appropriation  19,220.00 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  122.62 

General  Library  Fund  438.98 

Reimbursement  -  School  600.00 

Library  Receipts  1,675.50 

Overpayment  253.85 
Due  from  George  F.  Dow 

Library  Fund  89.40 
Due  from  Henry  F.  Long 

Library  Fund  24.40 
22,424.75 

Expended  22,156.15 

Trans,  to  Revenue  268.60 

Note:    Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  town  approp- 
riation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is 
on  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 


Carried  forward 


1,457,485.00 
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Brought  forward  1,457,485.00 

1966  Special  Library  Alterations  6,381.55 
Bond  Proceeds  6,306.55 
Refund  75.00 

6,381.55 

Expended  6,381.55 


Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund  109.42 

Receipts  476.00 

Expended  109.42 

Bal.  carried  forward  366. 58 


RECREATION  : 

Town  Reports 

Printing  §  clerical 
Distribution 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 

Park  Department: 
Labor 

Gas,  oil  §  repairs 
Equipment  Rental 
Loam 
Shrubs 

Misc.  supplies 

Appropriated 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 

Memorial  Day: 
Music  §  Sound 

Flowers  §  Plants,  use  of  truck 
Refreshments 

Flags  §  Decorating  Material 
Headquarters  §  Service  Battery 
Salvation  Army  Band 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 


UNCLASSIFIED 


1,171.55 

48.40  1,219.95 

1,800.00 
1,219.95 
580.05 


2,560.85 
183.92 
244.00 
39.20 
512.33 

301.23  3,841.53 

3,840.00 
1.53 
3,841.53 
3,841.53 


25.00 
190.00 
188.79 

25.00 

75.00 
225.00  728.79 

750.00 
728.79 
21.21 


Carried  forward 


1,469,766.24 
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Brought  forward 

Park  Department  -  1967  Power  Mower 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 

1967  Tennis  Courts 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 

Mosquito  Control  Committee 
Bal.  brought  forward 
Expended ' 

Bal.  carried  forward 


1,200.00 
1,177.10 
22.90 


9,500.00 
9,402.62 
97.38 


677.37 
100.00 
577.37 


1,469,766.24 
1,177.10 

9,402.62 

100.00 


Essex  County  Mosquito  Control 
Raised  1965  "Assessment 
Bal.  carried  forward 

Raised  1966  Assessment 
Expended 

Raised  1967  Assessment 
Expended 

Underestimate  carried  forward 

Insurance 

Bal.  brought  forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 


1,490.60 
1,490.60 

2,614.69 
2,614.69 

1,788.01 
3,617.00 
1,828.99 


800.00 
13,000.00 
13,800.00 
10,225.29 
3,574.71 


2,614.69 
3,617.00 

10,225.29 


Trans,  to  Revenue 
Bal.  carried  forward 

Recreation  Facilities 
Bal.  brought  forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Bal.  carried  forward 

1966  Motor  Excise  Bills 
Raised  -  assessment 
Expended 


2,574.71 

1,000.00  3,574.71 


1,569.67 
4,375.00 
5,944.67 
2,085.36 
3,859.31 


473.55 
473.55 


2,085.36 


473.55 


Carried  forward 


1,499,461.85 


122 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


Brought  forward 


1,499,461.85 


1958  Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Bal.  brought  forward 
Bal.  carried  forward 


362.16 
362.16 


Veterans'  Service  Center 

Appropriated  1,235.00 
Expended  1,235.00 

Essex  County  Retirement  Assessment 

Appropriated  19,178.69 
Expended  19,178.69 

Interest  -  Short  Term  Notes 

Appropriated  3,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  190.56 

3,190.56 

Expended  3,190.56 

Tuberculosis  Fund 

State  Withholding  Tax 

Federal  Withholding  Tax 

Essex  County  Retirement  Board 

Dog  Licenses  to  County 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuity  Account 

1967  County  of  Essex  Tax 

Raised  -  Assessment  36,090.10 
Expended  39,408.16 
Underestimate  forward  3,318.06 


1,235.00 


19,178.69 


3,190.56 


1,500.00 
8,664.41 

67,830.34 
8,544.29 
1,208.50 
6,280.00 

39,408.16 


Refunds : 

1966  Real  Estate  906.50 

1967  Real  Estate  3,241.21 

1966  Motor  Excise  1,717.67 

1967  Motor  Excise  4,164.52 
Est.  Receipts  17.50 
Water  Dept.  140 . 40 

North  Shore  Child  Guidance  Center 

Appropriated  400 . 00 

Expended  400.00 

Sub- Committee  for  review  of  Business  §  Industrial  Areas 

Bal.  brought  forward  560.00 

Appropriated  100.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  660.00 


10,187.80 
400.00 


Carried  forward 


1,667,089.60 
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Brought  forward  1,667,089.60 

Planning  Board- Updating  Town  Maps,  Street  Numbering  455.40 

Bal.  brought  forward  404.70 

Appropriated  550.00 

954.70 

Expended  455.40 

Bal.  carried  forward  499.30 

Planning  Board-Misc.  Expense  Relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 

Bal.  brought  forward  2,799.75 

Appropriated  1,350.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  4,149.75 

Planning  Board  -  Misc.  Expense  75.80 

Appropriated  330.00 

Expended  75.80 

Trans,  to  Revenue  254.20 

1964  New  Municipal  Building  Committee  167.87 

Bal.  brought  forward     ~  167.87 

Expended  167.87 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  7,356.02 

Appropriated  6,800.00 

Reimbursements  from  Blue  Cross  618.03 

7,418.03 

Expended  7,356.02 

Bal.  carried  forward  62.-01 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  1,188.70 
1967  Auditing  Municipal  Accounts 

Raised  -  Assessment  1,188.70 

Expended  1,188.70 

1967  State  Parks  §  Reservations  5,695.94 

Raised  -  Assessment  4,759.54 

Expended  5,695.94 

Underestimate  carried  forward  936.40 

Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund 

Bal.  brought  forward  1,200.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  1,200.00 

Tailing  Account 

Bal.  brought  forward  297.22 

Outstanding  checks  2.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  299.22 


Carried  forward 


1,682,029.33 
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Brought  forward  1,682,029.33 

Special  Drainage  Committee  10,662.99 

Bal.  brought  forward  7,200.45 

Appropriated  10,000.00 

17,200.45 

Expended  10,662.99 

Bal.  carried  forward  6,537.46 

Water  Bonds  -  Interest    1949,  1961,  1966  8,022.25 

Appropriated  8,022.25 

Expended  8,022.25 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal    1949,  1961,  1966  28,000.00 

Appropriated  28,000.00 

Expended  28,000.00 

Christian  Lantz  Real  Estate  Purchase 

Bal.  brought  forward  1,000.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  1,000.00 

Deposits  -  C.P.C.  Bequests  2,215.00 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Grave  Care:  50.00 

Appropriated  50.00 

Expended  50.00 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  398.60 

Raised  -  Assessment  390.90 

Expended  398.60 

Underestimate  carried  forward  7.70 

Metropolitan  Planning  Area  200.39 

Raised  -  Assessment  200.39 

Expended  200.39 

1967  Tractor  -  Cemetery  1,087.50 

Appropriated  1,200.00 

Expended  1,087.50 

Bal.  carried  forward  112.50 

1967  Truck  -  Cemetery  1,950.00 

Appropriated  2,500.00 

Expended  1,950.00 

Bal.  carried  forward  550.00 


Carried  forward 


1,734,616.06 
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Brought  forward  1,734,616.06 
Cemeteries 

Water  40 . 00 

Labor  7,052.20 

Gravel  39.33 

Gas  $  Oil  219.' 37 

Electricity  12.00 

Supplies  245.67 

Repairs,  upkeep  225.35 

Roads,  upkeep  111.15 

Fertilizer  180.35 

Equipment  Rental  558.50 

Prints  -  So.  Side  118.00  8,801.92 

Appropriated  6,662.00 
Sales  of  Lots  Approp.  1,000.00 

7,662.00 

Expended  7,119.87  7,119.87 

Trans,  to  Revenue  542.13 
7,662.00 

Endowed  Lots  Income  Expended  1,651.95 
So.  Side  Cemetery  Income  Expended       30 . 10 

8,801.92 

Special  Project  Bonds 

Interest  2,520.00 
Appropriated  2,520.00 
Expended  2,520.00 

Principal  6,000.00 
Appropriated  6,000.00 
Expended  6,000.00 

Blue  Cross  6,674.55 
Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  550.40 

Short  Term  Note  400,000.00 


Carried  forward 


2,159,162.93 
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Brought  forward  2,159,162.93 

General  Library  Fund  293.80 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  161.78 

John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  342.82 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  646.30 

Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund  398.75 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  1,232.22 

So.  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  85.00  3,160.67 

Total  Expenditures  2,162,323.60 

Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1967   556,144.18 

$2,718,467.78 


RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Revenue  7,500.00 

Interest  -  Short  Term  Note  190.56 

Fire  Department  539.27 

Census  Listing  66.41 

Wiring  Inspector  128.50 

Chapter  90  Construction    1967  315.00 

Veterans'  Benefits  3,500.00 

Police  Department  2,092.00 

Health  Department  410.93 

Park  Department  1.53  7,244.20 


Transfer  to  Revenue 


255.80 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1967 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  bank  -  General  556,144.18 
Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  2,411.31 

Tuberculosis  Fund  5,941.96  $564,497.45 

Accounts  Receivable: 

1966  Personal  77.91 

1967  Real  Estate  17,393.82 

1967  Personal  1,033.90  18,505.63 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise: 

1965  ^  90.21 

1966  472.11 

1967  3,139.74  3,702.06 


Departmental : 

School  Department  303.83 

Cemetery  Department  105.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  73.63 

Medical  Aid  771.87  1,254.33 

Water  Rates  2,290.47 

Water  Connections  372.59 

State  §  County  Aid  to  Highways  2,565.37 

Taxes  in  Litigation        "  688.00 

Mass.  Bay  Transportation  U.E.  7.70 

1967  State  Parks  §  Reservations  U.E.  936.40 

1967  County  Tax  U.E.  3,318.06 

Municipal  Group  Life  Insurance  .80 

Due  From  Trust  Funds  113.80 

1967  Mosquito  Control  U.E.  1,828.99 


^600,081.65 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1967 

LIABILITIES  and  RESERVES 


Revolving  Funds: 

Special  School  Lunch  Fund  1,992.79 

School  Federal  Aid  7,798.83 

Old  Age  Assistance-U.S.  Grants  16,672.86 

Medical  Aid-U.S.  Grants  12,919.12 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons-U.S.  Grants  2,189.25 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children-U.S.  Grants  3,088.24 

School  National  Defense  Education  1,831.88 

School  -  Special  Title  I  3,432.29    $  49,925.26 

Appropriations  Balances : 

Civil  Defense  116.00 

Town  Hall  Furnishings  183.50 

Elections  902.90 

Town  Hall  Remodelling  165.84 

Town  Dump                  "  282.00 

New  Storage  Bldg.  Water  19.88 

Campmeeting  Rd.  Ext. -Water  5,083.19 

1966  Add'l.  Wellfields  §  Station  72,318.22 

Land  Purchase  133.48 

Chap.  90  Construction  1967  155.59 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  183.11 

Highway  Improvement  Act  3,714.89 

Real  Estate  Revaluation  362.16 

Insurance  1,000.00 

Conservation  Commission  4,820.87 

Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 

School,  2000  6,800.00 

General  Highway  98.90 

Recreation  Facilities  3,859.31 

1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  6,537.46 

Mosquito  Control  577.37 

Machinery  Fund  155.25 

Christian  Lantz  Real  Estate  Purchase  1,000.00 

Planning  Bd. -updating  maps  §  St.  numbers  499.30 
Planning  Bd. -Relative  to  Zoning  By-Laws  Exp.  4,149.57 
Sub-Committee  for  review  of  Business  Ind. Areas  660.00 

Veterans  Benefits  3.40 

Park  Department  -  Mower  22.90 

Tennis  Courts    1967  97.38 

Cemetery  Department -Tractor  112.50 

Cemetery  Department -Truck  550.00  117,888.97 

Carried  forward  $167,814.23 
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Brought  forward  $167,814.23 

Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund- Library  366.58 

Sale  of  Cemetery  Lots  2,411.31 

Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund  1,200.00 

Tailings  '299.22 

Tuberculosis  Fund  5,941.96 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  15.44 

Group  Hospital  §  Life  Insurance -Town  Share  62.01 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 

Road  Machinery  2,023.32 

Library  Receipts  -  State  Grant  837.75 

Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus  73,125.18 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements : 

Levy  of  1962  430.00 

Levy  of  1963  258.00 

Levy  of  f966  77.91 

Levy  of  1967  .  18,427.72 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise  3,702.06 

Departmental  1,254.33 

Water  Revenue  2,663.06 

State  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue  2,565.37  29,378.45 

Surplus  Revenue  316,606.20 


$600,081.65 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 
ANNAH  PINGREE  CHARITY 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Income 

Auditor  Adjustment 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Due  Gen.  Library  Fund 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
5,051.14 
5,708.95 

Receipts 
632.34 
25.47 
5,051.14 

Payments 
25.47 
5,683.48 


Cash  and  Securities 


Securities 
4,822.87 
4,822.87 


1     Norfolk  §  Western  R.R.  1996  4% 

30  shs.  Perm.  R.R. 

31  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 

50      shs.  National  Shawmut  Bank,  Boston 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 

Auditor  Adjustment 
Unexpended  Income 


1,000.00 
1,696.08 
1,014.29 
1,112.50 
5,708.95 

5,477.82 
25.47 
5,208.53 


Total 

9,874.01 
10,531.82 


5,708.95 


5,708.95 


10,531.82 


10,531.82 


GEORGE  FRANCIS  DOW  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 

Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Due  Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Receipts 
54.36 
1,095.40 

Payments 
89.40 
1,060.36 


Sav.  Bank 
1,095.40 
1,149.76 


Total 
1,095.40 
1,149.76 


1,149.76 


1,149.76 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


1,000.00 
149.76 


1,149.76 
1,149.76 
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Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


DAVID  CUMMINGS  CHARITY 

Sav.  Bank  Securities 
13,852.31  5,669.63 
14,944.08  5,699.63 


Total 

19,521.94 

20,613.71 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Welfare  Dept. 
Cash  Balance  Dec, 


31,  1967 


Receipts 

1,280.82 
13,852.31 

Payments 

189.05 
14,944.08 


15,133.13 


15,133.13 


Cash  and  Securities 
100    shs.  United  Shoe  Machinery  Corp.  2,500.00 
92    shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  3,169.63 

Danvers  Savings  Bank                              14,944.08  20,613.71 

Principal  10,328.88 

Unexpended  Income                                          10,284.83  20,613.71 


C.  J.  PEABODY  SCHOOL 
Sav.  Bank 

Dec.  31,  1966  858.54  858.54 

Dec.  31,  1967  900.04  900.04 

Receipts 

Income  41.50 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  858.54  900.04 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967  900.04 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Savings  Bank  900.04 
Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income  400.04  900.04 
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GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUND 
Bequeathed  by 


Dr.  Justin  Allen 
Daniel  A.  Galloupe 
Sarah  S.  Edwards 


Ellen  Morgan 
Albert  A.  Conant 
Sidney  Merriam 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Cash 


25.47 


Sav.  Bank 
1,181.40 
1,064.91 


Securities 
7,462.90 
7,462.90 


Total 
8,644.30 
8,553.28 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec, 


31,  1966 


Receipts 
347.96 
1,181.40 


1,529.36 


Library  Department 
Auditor  Adjustment 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 


1967 


Payments 
438.98 
25.47 
1,064.91 


: 

1,529.36  | 


Cash  and  Securities 


27     shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co. 

1  U.S.  Gov't.  Bond  154-1969  2h% 

2  U.S.  Treasury  1972,  2h% 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 
Due  from  Annah  Pingree  Fund 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


7,935.49 
617.79 


462.90 
5,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,069.41 
25.47 


8,553.28 
8,553.28 


STABILIZATION  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 

Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Receipts 
4,361.71 
90,799.04 

Payments 


Sav.  Bank 
90,799.04 
95,160.75 


Total 

90,799.04 

95,160.75 

95,160^,, 

>bn9qx9fiU 

95,160.75 


Cash  and  Securities 


Danvers  Savings  Bank 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank 


38,114.47 
57,046.28 


95,160.75 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


74,000.00 
21,160.75 


95,160.75 
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MOSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
4,278.80 
4,513.22 


Securities 
1,988.43 
1,988.43 


Receipts 

Income  357.04 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  4,278.80 

Payments 

Library  Department  122.62 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967  4,513.22 

Cash  and  Securities 

1       Texas  §  Pacific  R.R.    2,000    5%  1,000.00 

27     shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  988.43 

Danvers  Savings  Bank.  4,513.22 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


5,599.84 
901.81 


Total 
6,267.23 
6,501.65 


4,635.84 
4,635.84 

6,501.65 
6,501.65 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
unexpended  Income 


MONUMENT  FUND 

Sav.  Bank 
1,776.29 
1,857.34 

Receipts 
81.05 
1,776.29 

Payments 


Cash  and  Securities 


914.65 
942.69 


Total 
1,766.29 
1,857.34 


1,857.34 
1,857.34 

1,857.34 
1,857.34 
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JOHN  A.  LAMSON  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Securities 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


2,663.55 
3.111.43 


Receipts 

Income  447.88 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  2,663.55 


Payments 


4,095.31 
4,095.31 


Total 
6,758.86 
7,206.74 


3,111.43 
3,111.43 


Gash  and  Securities 

2       N.Y.C.  $  H.R.R.     1997  2,000.00 

45     shs.  National  Shawnut  Bank,  Boston  1,104.02 

32     shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  991.29 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  3,111.43 


Principal 
unexpended  Income 


6,175.16 
1.031.58 


7,206.74 
7,206.74 


HONOR  ROLL  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1966  203.25  203.25 

Dec.  31,  1967  213.05  213.05 

Receipts 

Income  9.80 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  203.25  213.05 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967  213.05 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Savings  Bank  213.05 
Principal  100.00 

Unexpended  Income  113.05  213.05 
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GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PARK 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
552.08 
577.33 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Receipts 
25.25 
552.08 

Payments 


Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


500.00 
77.33 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  COMMON 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31.  1967 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Sav.  Bank 
590.02 
617.01 

Receipts 
26.99 
590.02 

Payments 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


500.00 
117.01 


Total 
552.08 
577.33 

577.33 
577.33 
577.33 
577.33 

Total 
590.02 
617.01 

617.01 
617.01 

617.01 
617.01 
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CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Income 
Bequests 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Sav.  Bank 
27,509.33 
30,367.69 

Receipts 
2,295.31 
2,215.00 

27,509.33 


Payments 

Cemetery  Department  1,651.95 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967  30,367.69 


Securities 

16,328.57 

16,328.57 


Total 

43,837.90 

46,696.26 


32,019.64 


32,019.64 


Cash  and  Securities 


220    shs.  Irving  Trust  Company  3,897.72 

2    Southern  R.R.  Bonds,  1994    5%  2,000.00 

2    Northern  Pacific  R.R.    1997    4%  2,000.00 

1,000    U.S.  Treasury    1972    2%  1,000.00 

12    shs.  Penn.  R.R.  Co.  608.96 

30    shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co.  574.89 

17    shs.  1st    National  Bank,  Boston  572.96 

104    shs.  1st  National  City  Bank,  N.Y.  5,674.04 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #  800597  29,307.57 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #1006298  1,060.12 


46,696.26 


Principal  40,258.85 

Unexpended  Income  6,437.41  46,696.26 
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SOUTH  SIDE  CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Cemetery  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
881.98 
977.35 

Receipts 
125.47 
881.98 

Payments 
30.10 
977.35 


Securities 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 


Cash  and  Securities 
N.Y.C.  §  H.R.R.    1997    3^%  1,000.00 
1  Texas  and  Pacific  R.R.  Co.    2000      5%  1,000.00 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  977. 35 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


2,237.14 
740.21 


Total 
2,881.98 
2,977.35 


1,007.45 
1,007.45 

2,977.35 
2,977.35 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1966  727.33  727.33 

Dec.  31,  1967  760.51  760.51 

Receipts 

Income  33.18 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966  727.33  760.51 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967         '  760.51 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  760.51 

Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income  260.51  760.51 
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Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


HENRY  F.  LONG  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank 

505.32 
505.99 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1966 


Due  Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Receipts 
25.07 
505.32 

Payments 
24.40 
505.99 


Total 


505.32 
505.99 


530.39 


530.39 


Cash  and  Securities 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


375.00 
130.99 


505.99 


505.99 


DEBORAH  KIMBALL  CENTENNIAL  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1966 
Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
538.91 
543.49 


Total 
538.91 
543.49 


Income 

Cash  Balance  1966 


Receipts 

24.58 
538.91 

Payments 


563.49 


Welfare  Department  20.00 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967  543.49 


563.49 


Cash  and  Securities 


Danvers  Savings  Bank 


563.49 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


515.38 
28.11 


543.49 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 
December  31,  1967 

Number  of  Persons  Assessed 

On  Personal  Estate  Only  97 
On  Real  Estate  Only  1200 
On  Farm  Animal  Excise  None 


Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate 

Stock  in  Trade  $385,050.00 

Machinery  46,950.00 
Live  Stock  (Does  not  include  value 

of  farm  animals)  82,310.00 

All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  398,900.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $  913,210:00 

Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate 

Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  $  3,613,114.00 

Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  17,278,550.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  $20,891,646.00 

Tax  Rate  Per  $1,000.  =  $49.00  — — 
Total  Valuation  of  Assessed  Estate  $21,804,856.00 

Taxes  for  State,  County,  and  City  or  Town  Purposes,  including  overlay 
On  Personal  Estate  $  44,747.29 

On  Real  Estate  1,023,691.59 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  $  1,068,438.88 

Number  of  Live  Stock  Assessed 

Horses    (1  year  old,  or  over)  57 

Neat  Cattle:  (1  year  old,  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)  231 

Bulls }  17;  Yearlings:  steers,  2;  heifers,  113  132 

Sheep  (6  months  old,  or  over)  21 

Goats  6 

Mink  150 

Number  of  Acres  of  Land  Assessed. ... 6062. 539 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Assessed*. ...  1,203 


*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  ONE  without  regard  to 
the  number  of  families  housed. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true  copy  of 
the  TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES  according  to  our  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
Subscribed  this  30th  day  of  October,  1967,  under  the  penalties  of 


perjury. 

JOHN  B.  GAMANS,  Chairman 

1967  Cars  registered  3,339        CHARLES  E.  PETHYBRIDGE 

Commissioner's  Value. . $2,741,765.00  ANTONIO  D'AGOSTINO 
Excise  Tax  $153,888.63        Board  of  Assessors 
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ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

The  Electrical  Department  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  issued  190  permits 
for  1967. 

39     New  Dwellings 
132     Additions  or  Remodel lings 
6     Town  Municipal  Permits 
3     State  Permits 
10     Commercial  Permits 
190     Total  permits 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LESTER  E.  SHEPARD 
Inspector  of  Wires 


MILK  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1967.     I  inspected  the  premises  and  issued  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
milk  and  cream  to  seven  locations,  two  that  are  seasonal  and  the  re- 
maining five  being  year  round,  with  pnly  one  serving  over  the  counter. 

Oleo  licenses  were  issued  to  three  stores.    One  seasonal  location  was 
approved  to  manufacture  frozen  desserts;  i.e.  icemilk  from  a  continuous 
freezer. 

After  satisfactory  inspections,  thirteen  vehicle  licenses  were  issued; 
included  in  these  -  one  canteen  serving  at  the  Fairgrounds;  one  to  a 
dealer  and  two  who  have  since  discontinued  deliveries  in  Town.  Also 
included  are  ten  vehicles  that  deliver  to  both  stores  and  homes  of 
which  eight  deliver  only  to  homes. 

As  of  June  first,  total  delivers  of  milk  to  homes  number  1,092,  to 
stores  1,005  making  a  total  of  2,097  deliveries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OSGOOD  S.  RICHARDS 
Milk  Inspector 
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LONG  RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Annual  Report  1967 

The  membership  and  organization  of  this  Committee  underwent  some 
change  during  1967.    Reynold  B.  Nippe,  Curtis  Hill  and  Charles  Thing 
resigned.    The  Moderator  appointed  Peter  Wilson,  Louis  Tremblay,  and 
Robert  Hartford  respectively  to  fill  the  unexpired  terms.    In  addition, 
Richard  Alexander  replaced  George  A.  Watson  as  the  School  Committee's 
representative  to  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee, 

The  annual  pre- school  census  was  conducted  in  September  and  October  of 
this  year  in  close  coordination  with  Miss  Ruth  Barnard,  school  nurse, 
and  the  enrollment  and  resident  information  of  the  School  Superinten- 
dent, Dr.  Herbert  A.  Rouisse.    This  information  regarding  pre-school 
children  is  recorded  on  permanent  file  cards. 

Pre- School  Population 


Age 


Dec.  31st 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Under  1 

71 

92 

72 

59 

51 

72 

1 

84 

94 

73 

85 

68 

79 

2 

88 

102 

87 

88 

83 

86 

3 

82 

95 

128 

101 

86 

103 

4 

97 

86 

113 

131 

120 

112 

422 

469 

473 

464 

408 

452 

Projected  Elementary  School  Enrollment 
(Based  on  5 -year  average  in  school  en- 
rollment  of  24  pupiles  per  year) 


Year 


Enrollment     *Number  of  Classrooms  Needed 


October  1,  1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 


950 
974 
998 
1022 
1046 
1070 


35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 


*  Based  on  25  pupils  per  room,  Grades  1-6,  and 
22  pupils  per  1/2  room  day  in  kindergarten. 

As  a  result  of  these  records  and  projection  figures,  the  Committee 
sees  most  clearly  an  immediate  need  for  expanded  educational  facilities, 
Proctor  School  is  operating  at  maximum  capacity  with  every  classroom 
utilized  and  many  classes  well  over  the  number  of  pupils  per  teacher 
recommended  by  local  and  state  authorities  as  being  most  conducive  to 
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a  maximum  educational  benefit.    The  Steward  School  also  has  many 
classes  above  the  recommended  level. 

Assuming  an  average  increase  of  twenty-four  students  per  year,  and  at 
the  direction  of  the  School  Committee,  the  Long  Range  School  Planning 
and  Building  Committee  has  been  busy  taking  initial  steps  toward  the 
eventual  resolution  of  the  schools'  lacks  and  needs  now  existing. 
Both  this  Committee  and  the  School  Committee  hope  to  avoid  the  use  of 
substandard  facilities,  double  sessions,  and  the  deterioration  of  the 
high  level  of  public  education  offered  in  Topsfield. 

In  order  to  prepare  for  present  and  future  needs  of  the  Town's  school 
system,  the  Committee  has  initiated  steps  towards  the  acquisition  of 
a  parcel  of  land  in  the  southwest  corner  of  town  where  the  greatest 
growth  has  developed  in  the  past  few  years.    When  the  Steward  School 
was  planned  and  built,  continued  development  was  anticipated  in  the 
Northeast  part  of  Topsfield. 

However,  the  opening  up  of  formerly  privately  held  large  tracts  of 
land  in  the  southwest  section  for  commercial  development  into  house 
lots  has  radically  changed  the  pattern  of  growth,  shifting  attention 
to  this  part  of  Topsfield.    Whether  acquired  for  immediate  or  future 
building,  the  Committee  feels  that  land  must  be  acquired. 

In  November,  members  met  with  Mr.  Simeon  J.  Domas  of  the  School 
Building  Assistance  Bureau  in  Boston.    This  was  a  conference  to  de- 
termine building  needs,  based  on  information  at  hand,  past  enrollment 
and  trends,  community  growth  and  planning,  present  and  proposed  school 
programs,  and  the  condition  and  adequancy  of  the  existing  school 
plants. 

Several  architects  were  interviewed  by  the  group  and  after  considera- 
tion of  qualifications,  the  Committee  unanimously  voted  to  award  the 
contract  to  St oner  Associates  of  Boston. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDRIKA  K.  JOY,  Chairman 
RICHARD  K.  SMITH,  Vice -Chairman 
BETH  C.  WARREN,  Secretary 
RICHARD  ALEXANDER 
ROBERT  E.  HARTFORD 
LOUISE  K.  RADACK 
LOUIS  TREMBLAY 
PETER  WILSON 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 
Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 


in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1968, at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following 
articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1968  and  January  1,  1969,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as 
may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of 
all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of 
expending  same. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Department. 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees. 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 
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(e)    Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1968. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  public 
highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
Chapter  90,  Construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616  Acts  of  1967  a  total 
sum  of  Seven  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Eighty- three  and  26/100  ($7,483.26) 
Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said  sum 
for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1966  Police 
Station  Wagon  and,  purchase  and  equip  a  Station  Wagon  to  be  used  as  a 
Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended, 
to  enter  into  a  lease  with  The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for 
certain  property  in  Topsfield  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
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Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Tops fie Id  and  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Jordan,  said  point  is  located  300  feet  easterly  from  East  Common 
Street;  thence  running  southerly  530  feet  more  or  less  to  an  iron 
pipe  and  stake  located  near  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the 
Tennis  Court;  thence  running  westerly  300  feet  more  or  less  to 
East  Common  Street  at  its  intersection  with  High  Street;  thence 
running  southeasterly  along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Williams;  thence  running  northeasterly  220.6 
feet  by  land  of  said  Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running  south- 
easterly 250  feet  to  a  brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly  di- 
rection on  various  courses  along  said  brook  by  land  now  or  for- 
merly of  Onufry,  land  now  or  formerly  of  Northey  and  other  land 
of  said  Church  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan;  thence  turning 
and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan  land  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning; being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown  on  a  plan  entitled, 
"Congregational  Church  Center,  Topsfield,  Mass.  Surveyed  by 
C.  Lawrence  Bond  Reg'd  Surv.  Aug.  2,  1960.  Scale  1"  =  50  ft.'1, 
said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners;  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
such  lease,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy  of  said  plan 
is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that  portion  of 
Woods ide  Road  and  Mansion  Drive  which  is  shown  as  "area  3128  S.F."  on 
a  plan  entitled  "PARTITION  OF  LOT  Formerly  Numbered  43  MANSION  DRIVE 
Prepared  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Sur.  Feb.  14,  1967    Scale  1"  =  50",' 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section  21  of  the  General  Laws.   (A  copy 
of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  see  and  convey  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  Gerald 
F.  Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  43  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield,  Massa- 
chusetts for  not  less  than  Two  Hundred  and  00/100  ($200.00)  Dollars. 

The  land  situated  at  the  intersection  of  Woodside  Road    and  Mansion 
Drive  being  shown  as  "area  3128  S.F."  on  plan  of  land  entitled, 
"PARTITION  OF  LOT  Formerly  Numbered  43  MANSION  DRIVE  Prepared  by  C. 
Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv.  Feb. '14,  1967    Scale  1"  =  50'  ','  and  more 
particularly  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  an  iron  pipe  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Mansion 
Drive  by  land  of  Gerald  F.  Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  the  line 
runs  southwesterly  and  westerly  along  an  arc  curving  to  the 
right  with  radius  of  96.73  feet  for  a  distance  of  155.94  ft.  to 
a  point  by  Woodside  Road;  thence  N.  39°    09'  20"  W.  to  a  stake 
by  Woodside  Road,  a  distance  of  8.54  ft.;  thence  S.  82°    26'  20" 
E.  by  land  of  Gerald  F.  Rourke  146.92  ft.  to  the  point  of 
beginning;  containing  an  area  of  3128  square  feet. 
Reserving  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  the  right  to 
maintain,  repair  or  reconstruct  a  pipe  existing  on  the  property 
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described  above,  within  an  easement  12  feet  in  width,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  off  the  natural  flow  and  any  storm  drainage  from  Woods ide 
Road  to  Pye  Brook;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy 
of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1967,  said  grant  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any, 
as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Nineteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

Twenty- first  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  asses- 
sors to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for 
the  current  year. 

Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  2,  Lot  2A  and  a  general  easement  over  Lot  3A  as  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  Owned  By  Normandy  Realty  Trust 
Scale  1"  =  60'  June  5,  1967  Hayes  Engineering  Inc.  Melrose    Being  a 
portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm","  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk 
as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody  as  he  is  Trustee  of  the  Normandy  Realty 
Trust,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  3A  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  Owned 
By  Normandy  Realty  Trust  Scale  1"  =  60'  June  5,  1967  Hayes  Engineering 
Inc.  Melrose  Being  a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm",  "  and  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody  as  he  is 
Trustee  of  the  Normandy  Realty  Trust,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of  the  March,  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from  its 
present  terminus  at  Pine  Street  northerly  on  Haverhill  Street  a  dis- 
tance of  approximately  (2,050)  feet;  said  water  main  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  nor  more  than  16  inches  in  diameter  and  including  all 
appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation,  or  take  any  action 
thereto. 
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Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate  a  sum  of  money  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law,  of  the  cost 
of  providing  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may  be 
residents  of  the  Town. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  render- 
ed by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance 
with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  vote  of  the 
Town  concerning  Article  Fourth  of  the  November  23,  1964  Town  Meeting 
which  vote  authorized  the  purchase  of  the  Christian  Lantz  property  for 
$1,000.00,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Clerk  for  binding  and 
indexing  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Town,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the  subject 
of  Article  Twenty -seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Water  Commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  installing  a  section  of  pipe  12  inches  in  diameter  across 
the  Newburyport  Turnpike  at  the  intersection  of  said  turnpike  with 
Salem  Road  and  including  all  appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installa- 
tion, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirty-first  of  the  March  5,  1962  Town  Meeting)  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  an  architect  to  prepare  preliminary  designs  and 
specifications  for  the  construction  of  a  new  school  and/or  make 
additions  to  present  structures  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or  legal  ex- 
penses connected  therewith,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirty-first  of  the  March  5,  1962  Town  Meeting)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  an  option  for  property  to  be  used  for  a  new  school 
building  site,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  Regional 
Health  District  under  Chapter  111,  Section  27A  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended  with  the  Town  of  Boxford  and  the  Town  of  Wenham  and  in  the 
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event  that  the  Town  of  Wenham  does  not  vote  to  join  the  said  District 
at  its  next  annual  Town  Meeting,  then  to  establish  the  said  Regional 
Health  District  with  the  Town  of  Boxford,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to 
vote  in  election  of  Town  officers  to  meet  at  the  Fire  Station  on 
Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of  March,  1967,  at  seven  o'clock  A.M.  to  bring 
in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers : 

Moderator  for  one  year 
One  Selectman  for  three  years 
One  Selectman  for  one  year 
Town  Clerk  for  three  years 
Assessor  for  three  years 

One  member  of  Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  three  years 

Road  Commissioner  for  one  year 

Constable  for  one  year 

Two  School  Committeemen  for  three  years 

One  School  Committeeman  for  two  years 

Two  Trustees  for  Town  Library  for  three  years 

One  Trustee  for  Town  Library  for  one  year 

One  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years 

Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 

One  member  of  Planning  Board  for  five  years 

Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 

Water  Commissioner  for  one  year 

One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  A.M.  to  7  o'clock  P.M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post-Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 
fore the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as  afore- 
said. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty- eight. 

WILLIAM  C.  ABBOTT 
GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy. 

Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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FINANCE      COMMITTEE  REPORT 
RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
OF     MARCH     4,  1968 
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PRECENTAGE  COMPARISON 
PROPOSED  1968  BUDGET  VS.  ACTUAL  1967 
APPROPRIATION  EXPENDITURES 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

This  report  contains  Finance  Committee  budget  recommendations  for 
operating  the  town  of  Tops fie Id  during  the  year  1968  and  our  recommen- 
dations and  comments  on  each  of  the  articles  in  the  Warrant  of  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Proposed  1958  operating  expenses  amount  to  $1,642,843.    Compared  to 
1967  appropriation  expenditures,  this  represents  an  increase  of 
$22,175.  or  approximately  15%. 

As  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  chart,  education  continues  to  be  our 
major  expense  item.    From  an  overall  standpoint,  it  accounts  for  72% 
of  proposed  1968  expenses.    The  remaining  28%  is  devoted  to  financing 
the  operating  services  of  the  town. 

Having  met  with  all  departments,  committees  and  town  officials  over  the 
past  several  months,  we  have  carefully  considered  all  proposed  1968 
expenditures  in  light  of  the  expanded  services  which  are  essential  to 
a  growing  town  like  Topsfield.    We  believe  that  our  recommendations 
are  in  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  reflect  what  is  required 
to  keep  pace  with  the  ever- increasing  cost  of  education  and  town 
operations . 

Several  of  the  items  reflected  in  the  1968  budget  and  in  the  Special 
Articles  which  follow  deserve  special  comment. 

GENERAL  BUDGET 

Schools 

The  Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  and  the  Town's  share  of  the  Mascono- 
met  Regional  School  together  account  for  $1,187,069  (including  debt 
service)  of  proposed  1968  expenses. 

The  cost  of  operating  our  elementary  schools  is  expected  to  increase 
14.8%  over  last  year.    This  increase  is  due  primarily  to  increased 
operating  costs,  increased  salaries  and  the  addition  of  two  new  teachers 
in  September,  1968  in  order  to  cope  with  the  projected  enrollment  of 
974  pupils    next  fall.    Pupil  enrollment  has  continued  to  rise  steadily. 
On  October  1,  1965  the  total  for  both  Steward  and  Proctor  Schools  stood 
at  853;  whereas,  the  total  on  October  1,  1967  reached  950.  According 
to  the  Elementary  School  Committee,  all  present  classrooms  in  both 
schools  are  in  full  use.    The  need  for  expansion  has  been  recognized 
and  is  the  subject  of  two  special  Articles  (No.  30  and  No.  31).  The 
Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action  on  both  of  these  items. 

The  1968  gross  budget  for  the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District 
reflects  an  increase  of  14.1%  over  1967.    Teaching  salaries  alone 
account  for  54%  of  this  increase  while  all  expenses  of  instruction 
account  for  approximately  78%  of  the  total  budget  increase  for  1968. 
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The  enrollment  at  the  Regional  School  for  September,  1968  is  projected 
to  be  1,790  students  versus  1,629  as  of  October  1,  1967- -an  increase 
of  9.91.    Topsfield  enrollment  in  all  grades  was  672  pupils  on  Oct.  1, 
1967;  thus,  establishing  an  assessment  ratio  of  41.251  for  1968  budget 
purposes.    Topsfield' s  share  of  the  assessment  applicable  to  member 
towns  for  1968  will  therefore  be  $657,813.75.    This  compares  with 
$560,151.90  last  year  and  represents  an  increase  of  $97,661.85. 

The  Finance  Committee  is  in  basic  agreement  with  both  the  budgets  of 
the  Elementary  and  the  Regional  Schools.    Although  continued  salary 
increases  are  not  easy  to  accept,  it  is  recognized  that  the  quality  of 
our  children's  education  must  be  enhanced. 

Town  Salaries  and  Wages 

In  order  to  evaluate  the  salary  and  wage  structure  within  Topsfield, 
compensation  offered  by  other  towns  for  similar  work  was  taken  into 
consideration.    We  believe  that  the  structure  included  in  the  1968 
budget  is  equitable  and  competitive.    Reflected  in  the  budget,  on  a 
selective  basis,  is  an  average  annual  increase  of  6.6%  for  hourly-paid 
employees  and  an  average  of  8.4%  for  full-time  salaried  personnel. 

Communications  Center 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  contribution  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Town's  operation  has  been  the  Communications  Center.    We  commend  those 
who  have  made  this  center  such  a  success.    1968  will  see  the  center's 
first  full  year  of  operation  as  compared  to  only  approximately  seven 
months  of  operation  during  1967. 

Police  Department 

Increased  salaries --commensurate  with  compensation  for  similar  work  in 
other  towns  are  reflected  in  the  Police  Department  budget  for  1968. 
With  the  use  of  two  vehicles,  the  quality  of  our  police  coverage  was 
substantially  improved  during  1967.    Article  14  of  the  Annual  Warrant 
will  implement  last  year's  recommendation  for  the  annual  replacement 
of  the  older  of  the  two  vehicles.    The  Finance  Committee  supports 
this  Article  which  provides  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  station  wagon 
for  use  as  a  police  cruiser.    It  is  contemplated  that  the  sedan,  which 
was  purchased  in  1967,  will  be  replaced  in  1969. 

Health  and  Sanitation 

As  the  town  has  grown  so  has  the  need  for  the  various  services  pro- 
vided by  the  Board  of  Health.    This  growth  presents  a  unique  problem 
to  Topsfield  in  that  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
are  one  and  the  same.    Currently  nearly  half  of  the  Selectmen's  time 
is  devoted  to  Board  of  Health  Business. 
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In  the  past  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having  at  least  one  Board  member 
who  was  retired  or  semi -retired  and  able  to  devote  a  large  number  of 
daytime  hours  during  the  week  to  Health  matters.    This  is  no  longer 
the  case  and  cannot  be  counted  on  in  the  future. 

Confronted  with  the  same  problem,  Boxford  and  Wenham  have  indicated 
an  interest  in  joining  Topsfield  in  setting  up  a  Regional  Health 
District.    Preliminary  discussions  with  these  towns  have  recommended 
a  Regional  Board  composed  of  one  member  from  each  town  and  a  full  time 
professional  health  agent  who  would  service  all  three  towns  and  whose 
salary  would  be  apportioned  among  the  member  towns  on  the  basis  of 
their  use  of  his  services. 

Based  on  a  report  presented  by  the  Board  of  Health  at  the  February 
Special  Town  Meeting,  the  initial  apportionment  would  be  Topsfield 
40%,  Boxford  40%,  and  Wenham  20%.    Under  this  arrangement  the  cost  to 
Topsfield  for  Health  and  Sanitation  for  1968  would  be  $11,500.00.  If 
we  were  not  to  join  the  Regional  Health  District  the  cost  would  be 
$9,000.00  (for  less  service)  -  a  difference  of  $2,500.00 

We  feel  that  the  current  method  of  covering  Board  of  Health  matters , 
which  has  served  us  well  in  the  past  is  rapidly  becoming  impractical 
and  that  formation  of  a  Regional  Board  is  the  logical  answer.  In 
addition  to  providing  full  time  coverage  during  the  week  it  will  allow 
the  Selectmen  to  direct  their  full  attention  to  the  increasing  needs 
of  the  Town  business. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action  on  Article  32  of  the 
Warrant  which  calls  for  formation  of  a  Health  District. 

Recreation  and  Conservation 

The  year  1968  should  witness  significant  forward  steps  in  the  areas  of 
recreation  and  conservation.    A  favorable  vote  on  Article  15  will  en- 
able the  leasing,  at  effectively  no  cost,  of  certain  acreage  behind 
Emerson  Center  belonging  to  the  Topsfield  Congregational  Church.  The 
Recreation  Committee  plans  the  construction  of  a  Little  League  Ball 
Field  on  this  land  during  1968. 

Opportunities  to  acquire  additional  land  in  the  "Bare  Hill  Farm"  area 
for  conservation  and/or  recreational  activities  proposed  at  no  cost  to 
the  town  are  reflected  in  Articles  22  and  23.    We  are  confident  that 
the  town  will  use  this  land  wisely. 

FUTURE 

Some  time  in  the  near  future  the  town  will  again  face  the  burden  of  new 
school  construction.    Articles  30  and  31  relate  to  the  future  expansion 
of  our  Elementary  School  System  while  Stage  II  expansion  at  the  Region- 
al High  School  was  the  main  subject  at  the  special  town  meeting  in 
February.    Town  services  will  also  have  to  keep  pace  with  population 
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growth  with  resultant  demands  for  expansion  of  our  fire,  water  and 
police  facilities. 

With  the  continued  cooperation  of  our  town  employees  and  the  various 
groups  of  dedicated  citizens  who  willingly  contribute  their  time  to 
the  operation  of  this  town,  we  are  confident  that  the  town  will  meet 
the  challenge  and  opportunity  of  the  future  in  an  efficient  and  cost- 
conscious  manner. 

Unanticipated  expenditures  in  1967  which  were  covered  by  a  transfer 
from  the  RESERVE  FUND. 


Appropriated  $7,500.00 

Highway  Dept.  -  Chapter  90  Construction  315.00 

Veterans  Benefits  3,500.00 

Short  Term  Interest  190.56 

Wire  Inspector  128.50 

Fire  Department  539.27 

Police  Department  2,092.00 

Health  Department  410.93 

Lister  66.41 

Park  Department  1.53  7,244.20 

Trans,  to  overlay  surplus  reserve  $  255.80 


WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE . 

First.    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 

Second.    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 

Third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  an- 
ticipation of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January  1, 
1968  and  January  1,  1969,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be 
given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER,  WITH  THE 
APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  MONEY  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  IN  AN- 
TICIPATION OF  THE  REVENUE  FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  YEARS  BEGINNING  JANUARY 
1,  1968  AND  JANUARY  1,  1969,  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
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THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  4,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR 
NOTES  AS  MAY  BE  GIVEN  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR,  IN  ACCOR- 
DANCE WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  44, 
SECTION  17. 

It  becomes  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  when  the  treasury  is 
low,  to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  weekly  needs  of  the  Town.  This 
is  especially  true  during  the  summer  months  before  the  real 
estate  tax  returns  have  been  received. 

Fourth.    To  raise,  assess    and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of 
all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of 
expending  same. 

The  Salaries  of  the  elected  officials  to  be  established  at  the 
following  amounts: 


Moderator 

$  30. 

00 

Town  Clerk  $1 

,000 

00 

Selectmen 

Tree  Warden- aggregate  not 

Chairman 

400 

00 

to  exceed  $600.00  to  be 

Clerk 

800. 

00 

charged  to  applicable  Moth, 

Other  member 

300 

00 

Shade  Tree,  and  Elm  Beetle 

Treasurer 

3,000 

00 

appropriations 

Town  Collector 

3,000 

00 

Road  Commissioner  7 

,100 

00 

Assessors 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Chairman 

1,500 

00 

Chairman 

100 

00 

Clerk 

750 

00 

Clerk 

300 

00 

Other  member 

750 

00 

Other  member 

100 

00 

Planning  Board 

Chairman 

350 

00 

Clerk 

250 

00 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS  AND  ALL  OTHER  TOWN  EXPENSES  AND  FIX 
THE  ANNUAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  ALL  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS 
FROM  JANUARY  1st  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  IN 
THIS  ARTICLE. 

This  Article  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  "Budget  Article" 
and  it  is  broken  down  into  many  broad  categories  so  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Town  can  be  more  easily  understood. 
Several  of  the  items  within  this  budget  have  been  discussed 
in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee.    The  budget  shows 
an  increase  of  approximately  $221,175.00  over  last  years 
appropriation  expenditures.    Major  items  contributing  to 
this  increase  are:    our  Regional  School  Assessment  which  is 
up  approximately  $98,000.00  over  last  year.  Elementary 
School  operating  expenses  which  are  up  approximately 
$60,000.00  over  last  year;  increased  costs  for  Veterans' 
Benefits;  expenses  reflecting  a  full  year's  operation  of 
the Communi cat ions  Center;  and  salary  and  wage  increases  re- 
flecting a  more  realistic  structure  for  our  Town  employees. 
These  budgets  have  been  carefully  reviewed  by  the  Finance 
Committee.    We  feel  they  are  in  keeping  with  our  increased 
Town  and  School  population  growth,  as  well  as  the  continu- 
ed increase  in  cost  of  living. 

Fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Department. 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees. 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(e)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OR  ANY  PART 
OF  THE  INCOME  FROM  WELFARE  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  WEL- 
FARE DEPARTMENT,  FROM  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE 
LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FROM  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE 
SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  FROM  PARK  DEPARTMENT  AND  FROM  CEMETERY  TRUST 
FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT . 

This  is  a  routine  Article  that  enables  the  Town  to  apply 
the  income  from  various  Town  agencies'  trust  funds  to  the 
operating  of  those  agencies. 

Sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF 
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$1,500.00  FROM  THE  RECIPTS  OF  THE  SALE  OF  CEMETERY  LOTS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT. 

As  of  December  31,  1967,  $2,400.00.    This  Article  would 
approve  the  use  of  a  portion  of  this  amount  toward  the 
1968  Cemetery  Department  budget. 

Seventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  OVERLAY 
SURPLUS  RESERVE  THE  SUM  OF  $10,000.00  FOR  RESERVE  FUND. 

The  Reserve  Fund  is  established  yearly  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  to  enable  the  Finance  Committee  to  have  funds 
available  to  meet  any  extraordinary  or  unforseen  expenses. 

Eighth.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1968. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE 
THE  SUM  OF  $3,612.21  TO  PAY  OUTSTANDING  BILLS  CONTRACTED  PRIOR 
TO  JANUARY  1,  1968  BY  THE  WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

This  Article  is  necessary  to  permit  payment  of  unforseen 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Water  Department  during  1967.  Be- 
cause of  other  pressing  needs  during  1967,  it  was  not 
possible  to  finance  these  expenses  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Ninth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  public 
highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  THE  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION 
AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS  DURING  1968. 

In  accordance  with  State  Law,  this  Article  must  be  entered 
into  our  Warrant  to  enable  us  to  work  with  the  State  and 
County  in  connection  with  maintenance  or  construction  of 
highways  and  to  enable  the  Town  to  be  eligible  for  applic- 
able reimbursements. 

Tenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $14,100.00  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  SHARE  OF  THE 
COST  OF  THE  WORK,  REIMBURSEMENTS  FROM  THE  STATE  TO  BE  RESTORED 
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TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  THEIR  RECEIPT. 

Eleventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropri- 
ate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a 
sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  Highways  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  the  Town  has  the 
option  of  taking  State  aid  for  either  maintenance  of  high- 
ways or  new  highway  construction.    We  believe  that  it  is  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  Town  to  have  Chapter  90  work 
applied  to  new  construction. 

Twelfth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
Chapter  90,  Construction  of  Highways,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $14,486.00  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  AND  COUNTY'S 
SHARE  OF  THE  WORK,  REIMBURSEMENTS  FROM  THE  STATE  AND  COUNTY  TO 
BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  THEIR  RECEIPT. 

Thirteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616  Acts  of  1967  a  total 
sum  of  Seven  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Eighty- three  and  26/100  ($7,483.26) 
Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said  sum 
for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  FROM  THE  COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AS  PROVIDED  IN  CHAPTER  616,  ACTS  OF  1967  A 
TOTAL  SUM  OF  $7,483.26,  SET  UP  THE  SAME  IN  A  SEPARATE  ACCOUNT 
AND  APPROPRIATE  SAID  SUM  FOR  HIGHWAY  CONSTRUCTION  PURPOSES  AS 
ALREADY  APPROVED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  AS  PROVIDED 
IN  SAID  ACTS. 

This  Article  is,  again,  one  of  thos  Articles  under  a 
different  law  that  makes  State  funds  available  for  highway 
construction. 

Fourteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1966 
Police  Station  Wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  Station  Wagon  to  be  used 
as  a  Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE  TO  TRADE  IN 
THE  1966  POLICE  STATION  WAGON  AND  PURCHASE  AND  EQUIP  A  STATION 
WAGON  TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE  CRUISER  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $3,300.00  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE. 

The  current  Police  Station  Wagon  was  purchased  in  May  of 
1966,  and  as  of  December  31,  1967  registered  mileage  on  the 
vehicle  was  82,680.    In  addition  to  its  use  for  police 
patrol  duty,  the  station  wagon  is  also  used  as  an  ambulance 
for  town  emergencies.    Its  present  condition  is  such  that 
maintenance  costs  have  become  excessive,  and  it  is  no  long- 
er deemed  dependable  for  the  service  required.    Under  the 
circumstances,  we  feel  the  station  wagon  must  be  replaced. 

Fifteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended, 
to  enter  into  a  lease  with  The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  for 
certain  property  in  Topsfield  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan, 
said  point  is  located  300  feet  easterly  from  East  Common  Street; 
thence  running  southerly  530  feet  more  or  less  to  an  iron  pipe  and 
stake  located  near  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the  Tennis  Court; 
thence  running  westerly  300  feet  more  or  less  to  East  Common  Street 
at  its  intersection  with  High  Street;  thence  running  southeasterly 
along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Williams; 
thence  running  northeasterly  220.6  feet  by  land  of  said  Williams  to 
a  stake;  thence  running  southeasterly  250  feet  to  a  brook;  thence 
running  in  a  northerly  direction  on  various  courses  along  said  brook 
by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Onufry,  land  now  or  formerly  of  Northey 
and  other  land  of  said  Church  to  land  now  or  formerly  of  Jordan; 
thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  said  Jordan  land  to  point  of 
beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  shown  on  a  plan  entitled, 
"Congregational  Church  Center    Topsfield,  Mass.,  Surveyed  by  C. 
Lawrence  Bond  Reg'd  Surv. .Aug.  2,  1960  Scale  1"  =  50  ft." 
said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners; and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 
lease,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on 
file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECT- 
MEN IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER  45 ,  SECTION  14  OF  THE  GENERAL 
LAWS  AS  AMENDED,  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  LEASE  WITH  THE  CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH  OF  TOPSFIELD  FOR  THE  PROPERTY  (AS  DESCRIBED  IN  ARTICLE 
FIFTEENTH,  ABOVE)  SAID  PROPERTY  TO  BE  UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION  OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONERS:  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $5.00  AS  CONSIDERATION  FOR  A  5  YEAR 
LEASE  OF  THE  DESCRIBED  PROPERTY. 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield,  at  its  annual 
meeting  on  January  24,  1968  voted  to  lease  this  land  to  the 
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Town  for  a  period  of  five  (5)  years  for  One  and  00/100 
($1.00)  Dollar  a  year  and  to  give  the  Town  First  Refusal 
if  the  land  is  sold.    This  generous  offer  allows  the  public 
to  use  this  land,  centrally  located,  for  recreational  pur- 
poses.   The  Park  Commissioners  and  the  Recreation  Committee 
have  been  concerned  with  the  crowding  of  the  Town's  rec- 
reational facilities  as  Topsfield  continues  to  grow.  The 
aquisition,  by  lease,  of  this  land,  for  recreational  usage, 
will  materially  increase  recreation  facilities  at  minimal 
cost,  for  some  years  to  come. 

Sixteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that  portion 
of  Woodside  Road  and  Mansion  Drive  which  is  shown  as  "area  3128  S.F." 
on  a  plan  entitled  "PARTITION  OF  LOT  Formerly  Numbered  43  Mansion  Drive 
Prepared  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv.  Feb.  14,  1967  Scale  1"=50'  ',' 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section  21  of  the  General  Laws.     (A  copy 
of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  DISCONTINUE  THAT  PORTION  OF 
WOODS  £DE  ROAD  AND  MANSION  DRIVE  WHICH  IS  SHOWN  AS  "AREA  3128 
S.F."  ON  A  PLAN  ENTITLED  "PARTITION  OF  LOT  FORMERLY  NUMBERED 
43  MANSION  DRIVE.    C.  LAWRENCE  BOND,  REG'D  LAND  SURV.  FEB.  15, 
1967    SCALE  1"  =  50'  ",  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER  82,  SEC.  21 
OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS. 

This  area  is  not  necessary  to  the  Town,  as  Woodside  and 
Mansion  Drive  have  sufficient  width,  without  the  described 
area,  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  a  Town  Way.    This  is 
now  fully  described  in  a  report,  tendered  herewith,  by  a 
representative  of  the  Planning  Board. 

The  reasons  for  this  article  will  be  apparent  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  Article  Seventeenth  which  follows. 

Seventeenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  sell  and  convey  the  following- described  parcel  of  land  to  Gerald  F. 
Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  43  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts 
for  not  less  than  Two  Hundred  and  00/100  ($200.00)  Dollars. 

The  land  situated  at  the  intersection  of  Woodside  Road  and  Mansion  Drive 
being  shown  as  "area  3128  S.F."  on  plan  of  land  entitled  "PARTITION  OF 
LOT  Formerly  Numbered  43  MANSION  DRIVE  Prepared  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond, 
Reg'd  Surv.  Feb.  14,  1967  Scale  1"  =  50'  ",  and  more  particularly  bound- 
ed and  described  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  an  iron  pipe  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Mansion  Drive 
by  land  of  Gerald  F.  Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  the  line  runs 
southwesterly  and  westerly  along  an  arc  curving  to  the  right  with 
radius  of  96.73  feet  for  a  distance  of  155.94  ft.  to  a  point  by 
Woodside  Road;  thence  N.  39°    09'  20"  W.  to  a  stake  by  Woodside  Road 
a  distance  of  8.54  feet;  thence  S.  82°    26'    20"  E.  by  land  of 
Gerald  F.  Rourke  146.92  ft.  to  the  point  of  beginning;  containing 
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an  area  of  3128  square  feet. 

Reserving  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  the  right  to 
maintain,  repair  or  reconstruct  a  pipe  existing  on  the  property  de- 
scribed above,  within  an  easement  12  feet  in  width,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  the  natural  flow  and  any  storm  drainage  from  Woods ide 
Road  to  Pye  Brook;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy  of  said 
plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  TO  SELL  AND  CONVEY  THE  PARCEL  OF  LAND  AS  DESCRIBED 
IN  THIS  ARTICLE  SEVENTEENTH  TO  GERALD  F.  ROURKE  AND  CAROLE  A. 
ROURKE,  43  MANSION  DRIVE,  TOPSFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS  FOR  A  SUM 
OF  NOT  LESS  THAN  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  00/100  ($200.00)  DOLLARS, 
RESERVING  UNTO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD  THE 
RIGHT  TO  MAINTAIN,  REPAIR  OR  RECONSTRUCT  A  PIPE  EXISTING  ON 
THE  ABOVE  DESCRIBED  PROPERTY,  WITHIN  AN  EASEMENT  OF  12  FEET  IN 
WIDTH,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CARRYING  OFF  THE  NATURAL  FLOW  AND 
ANY  STORM  DRAINAGE  FROM  WOODSIDE  ROAD  TO  PYE  BROOK. 

This  area  of  3128  sq.  ft.  is  not  needed  by  the  Town  of 
Topsfield  in  order  to  maintain  the  requisite  width  of 
Woods ide  Road  or  Mansion  Drive.    The  purchase  of  this 
parcel  by  the  abutters  will  provide  them  with  enough 
additional  area  to  constitute  another  building  lot.  It 
makes  economic  sense  to  convert  essentially  useless  land 
from  a  tax  stand  point  into  a  building  lot  which  will  pro- 
vide an  increase  to  the  Town  tax  base. 

Eighteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1967,  said  grant  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if 
any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $837.75 
FROM  THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1967,  SAID  GRANT 
TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES, 
FOR  SUCH  PURPOSES,  IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIPULATED  IN  SUCH  GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.  As  a  formality 
it  is  necessary  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  it. 

Nineteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $850.00 
APPROPRIATED  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  TO  THE  LIBRARY  DEPART- 
MENT TO  REIMBURSE  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT  FOR  SERVICES  TO  BE 
RENDERED  TO  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT . 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  transfer  that  must  be  voted  by  the 
Town. 
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Twentieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $6,000.00 
FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  TO  THE  STABILIZATION  FUND. 

The  primary  allowable  use  of  this  fund  is  for  new  school 
construction.    When  Stabilization  Fund  money  is  used  for 
this  purpose  the  State  will  provide  matching  funds  up  to  a 
maximum  of  $100,000.00    That  is,  $100,000.00  of  State  funds 
to  match  $100,000.00  of  Town  Funds.    The  recommended 
$6,000.00  will  raise  the  Stabilization  Fund  to  just  over 
$100,000.00.    In  view  of  current  recommendations  of  the 
School  Committee  and  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  relative  to  the  need  for  expansion  of 
elementary  school  facilities  it  is  recommended  that  the 
Stabilization  Fund  be  increased  to  the  maximum  amount  the 
State  will  match. 

Twenty-first.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  asses- 
sors to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for 
the  current  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Finance  Committee,  as  well  as 
other  pertinent  Town  Officers,  that  our  present  Surplus 
Revenue  cash  position  should  be  maintained. 

Twenty- second.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  2,  Lot  2A  and  a  general  easement  over  Lot  3A  as  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD   Owned  By  Normandy  Realty  Trust 
Scale  1"  =  60'  June  5,  1967  Hayes  Engineering  Inc.  Melrose    Being  a 
portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm"  ",  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody  as  he  is  Trustee  of  the  Normandy 
Realty  Trust,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  WILL  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  CONVEYANCE  OF 
LOT  2,  2A  AND  A  GENERAL  EASEMENT  OVER  LOT  3A  AS  SHOWN  ON  A 
PLAN  ENTITLED,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  OWNED  BY  NORMANDY 
REALTY  TRUST    SCALE  1"  =60'  JUNE  5,  1967    HAYES  ENGINEERING 
INC.  MELROSE    BEING  A  PORTION  OF  "BARE  HILL  FARM"  ",  AND  FILED 
IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK,  AS  A  GIFT  OF  LESTER  C.  PEABODY 
TRUSTEE  OF  THE  NORMANDY  REALTY  TRUST. 

This  parcel  of  land  can  be  developed  as  a  Conservation 
area  and  a  possible  future  general  recreational  site. 

Twenty- third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  3A  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  Owned 
By  Normandy  Realty  Trust  Scale  1"  =  60'  June  5,  1967  Hayes  Engineering 
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Inc.  Melrose  Being  a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm"  ",  and  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody  as  he  is 
Trustee  of  the  Normandy  Realty  Trust,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  WILL  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  CONVEYANCE  OF 
LOT  3A  AS  SHOWN  ON  A  PLAN  ENTITLED,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD 
OWNED  BY  NORMANDY  REALTY  TRUST  SCALE  1"  =  60'  JUNE  5,  1967 
HAYES  ENGINEERING  INC.  MELROSE    BEING  A  PORTION  OF  "BARE  HILL 
FARM"  AND  FILED  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK,  AS  A  GIFT  OF 
LESTER  C.  PEABODY  AS  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  NORMANDY  REALTY  TRUST. 

This  parcel  of  land  can  be  developed  as  a  Conservation 
area  and  a  possible  future  general  recreational  site. 

Twenty- fourth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from  its 
present  terminus  at  Pine  Street  northerly  on  Haverhill  Street  a  dis- 
tance of  approximately  (2,050)  feet;  said  water  main  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  nor  more  than  16  inches  in  diameter  and  including  all 
appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation,  or  take  any  action 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  extending  the  Town  water 
supply  down  Haverhill  Street  as  requested  would  be 
approximately  $21,000.00.    The  extension  would  serve  only 
four  or  five  homes  with  little  potential  for  additional 
takers  on  this  extension.    We  agree  with  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  who  feel  this  project  would  be 
excessively  costly  for  the  revenue  it  would  provide. 

Twenty- fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  its  share,  as  required  by  law,  of  the 
cost  of  providing  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may 
be  residents  of  the  Town. 

RECOMMENDED  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

For  several  years  there  have  been  no  residents  of  the 
Town  requiring  tuberculosis  treatment  at  the  expense  of 
the  Town.    Changes  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease  are  in 
part  responsible  for  this  fact. 

Twenty- sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in 
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accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C,  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  RAISE  THE  SUM  OF  FOUR  HUNDRED 
TWENTY- FIVE  ($425.00)  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  TO  PROVIDE  PAYMENT  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED 
OR  TO  BE  RENDERED  BY  THE  MENTAL  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE 
NORTH  SHORE  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  5,  CLAUSE 
40C,  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  AS  AMENDED. 

This  is  an  annual  amount  to  be  used  for  payment  of 
valuable  services  that  may  be  rendered  to  residents  of 
the  Town. 

Twenty- seventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  vote  of 
the  Town  concerning  Article  Fourth  of  the  November  23,  1964  Town  Meet- 
ing which  vote  authorized  the  purchase  of  the  Christian  Lantz  property 
for  $1,000.00  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RESCIND  THE  VOTE  OF  THE 
TOM  CONCERNING  ARTICLE  FOURTH.  OF  THE  NOVEMBER  23,  1964  TOWN 
MEETING,  WHICH  VOTE  AUTHORIZED  THE  PURCHASE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
LANTZ  PROPERTY  FOR  $1,000.00 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  article  to  clean  the  Town's  records. 
This  land  is  no  longer  needed  or  available. 

Twenty- eighth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Clerk  for  bind- 
ing and  indexing  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Town  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  RAISE  THE  SUM  OF  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS 
($500.00)  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE  TOWN  CLERK  FOR  BINDING  AND 
INDEXING  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

The  records  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  have  not  been 
bound  and  indexed  since  1942.    It  is  very  important  that 
these  records  be  permanently  bound  for  future  reference. 

Twenty-ninth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Water  Commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  installing  a  section  of  pipe  12  inches  in  diameter 
across  the  Newburyport  Turnpike  at  the  intersection  of  said  turnpike 
with  Salem  Road  and  including  all  appurtenances  incidental  to  said 
installation,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF 
$2,400.00  FROM  THE . UNEXPENDED  BALANCE  FROM  THE  COMPLETED 
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WATER  EXTENSION  PROJECT  WHICH  WAS  THE  SUBJECT  OF  ARTICLE 
TWENTY- SEVENTH  OF  THE  MARCH  7,  1966  TOWN  MEETING  AND  APPROPRIATE 
SAID  SUM  OF  MONEY  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS  FOR 
THE  PURPOSE  OF  INSTALLING  A  SECTION  OF  12  INCH  DIAMETER  PIPE 
ACROSS  THE  NEWBURYPORT  TURNPIKE  AT  THE  INTERSECTION  OF  SAID 
TURNPIKE  WITH  SALEM  ROAD  AND  INCLUDING  ALL  APPURTENANCES 
INCIDENTAL  TO  SAID  INSTALLATION. 


Although  there  are  no  immediate  plans  to  extend  the  Town 
water  main  across  the  Newburyport  Turnpike  at  this  point, 
the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  feel  that  this  is  a 
sound,  long-range  business  investment.    If  the  project  is 
undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  State  construction 
currently  underway  at  this  location,  it  is  estimated  that 
the  job  can  be  completed  for  $2,400.00.    Extension  of  the 
water  main  across  the  turnpike  at  some  future  date  would 
require  tunneling  under  the  road  at  approximately  tripple 
today's  costs. 

Thirtieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Long- Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirty-first  of  the  March  5,  1962  Town  Meeting)  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  an  architect  to  prepare  preliminary  designs  and 
specifications  for  the  construction  of  a  new  school  or  make  additions 
to  present  structures  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or  legal  expenses 
connected  therewith,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $25,000.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE  LONG-RANGE 
SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  RE- 
TAINING AN  ARCHITECT  TO  PREPARE  DESIGNS  AND  SPECIFICATIONS  FOR 
THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  AN  ADDITION  TO  THE  STEWARD  SCHOOL  AND  TO 
PAY  ANY  INCIDENTAL  OR  LEGAL  EXPENSES  CONNECTED  THEREWITH. 


Enrollment  in  our  elementary  schools  has  increased  from 
950  students  in  October,  1967  to  978  students  in  January, 
1968.    All  35  rooms  available  at  the  Proctor  and  Steward 
schools  are  now  in  use.    Enrollment  projections  for  the 
next  five  years  indicate  an  average  annual  increase  of  24 
students  per  year.    We  favor  immediate  action  to  add 
additional  classroom  facilities  to  Steward  School  in  order 
to  alleviate  an  inevitable  overcrowding  condition. 

Thirty- first.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
by  the  Long- Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirty- first  of  the  March  5,  1962  Town  Meeting)  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  an  option  for  property  to  be  used  for  a  new  school 
building  site,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $5,000.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE  LONG- 
RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
PURPOSE  OF  ACQUIRING  AN  OPTION  FOR  PROPERTY  TO  BE  USED 
FOR  A  NEW  SCHOOL  BUILDING  SITE  OR  TAKE  ANY  ACTION  RELATIVE 
THERETO. 

If  the  Elementary  School  enrollment  trend  of  the  past  five 
years  continues,  the  Long-Range  School  Planning  and  Build- 
ing Committee  estimates  that  we  will  be  faced  with  the 
need  for  additional  school  facilities  by  at  least  1975. 
By  then,  the  additional  facilities  now  planned  for  the 
Steward  School  will  be  fully  utilized.    With  current 
Topsfield  population  at  approximately  4,600  and  Town 
saturation  estimated  at  8,500  under  current  zoning  laws,  it 
is  evident  that  we  have  lots  of  room  for  growth.  Recog- 
nizing Topsfield' s  ultimate  growth  potential,  it  appears 
prudent  that  we  act  now  to  secure  the  required  real  estate 
for  another  school  while  land  is  available  and  before 
prices  escalate  any  further. 

Thirty- second.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  Regional 
Health  District  under  Chapter  111,  Section  27A  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended  with  the  Town  of  Boxford  and  the  Town  of  Wenham  and  in  the 
event  that  the  Town  of  Wenham  does  not  vote  to  join  the  said  District 
at  its  next  annual  Town  Meeting,  then  to  establish  the  said  Regional 
Health  District  with  the  Town  of  Boxford,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  .THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ESTABLISH  A  REGIONAL  HEALTH 
DISTRICT  UNDER  CHAPTER  111,  SECTION  2 7A  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS, 
AS  AMENDED,  WITH  THE  TOWNS  OF  BOXFORD  AND  WENHAM  AND  IN  THE 
EVENT  THAT  THE  TOWN  OF  WENHAM  DOES  NOT  VOTE  TO  JOIN  THE  SAID 
DISTRICT  AT' ITS  NEXT  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING,  THEN  TO  ESTABLISH 
THE  SAID  REGIONAL  HEALTH  DISTRICT  WITH  THE  TOWN  OF  BOXFORD. 

In  Topsfield  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  are  one  and  the  same.    Currently  nearly  one 
half  of  the  Selectmen's  time  is  spent  on  Board  of  Health 
Matters. 

In  the  past  at  least  one  member  of  the  Board  has  been 
retired  or  semi- retired  and  therefore  able  to  devote 
considerable  time  during  the  day  to  this  task.    This  is 
no  longer  the  case. 

Boxford  and  Wenham  faced  with  the  same  situation  have 
indicated  an  interest  in  joining  with  Topsfield  in 
setting  up  a  Health  Region  which  would  employ  a  full  time 
professional  health  agent.    The  operating  cost  would  be 
apportioned  in  accordance  with  each  town's  need  for  the 
service. 
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Foimation  of  the  Health  Region  will  provide  full  time 
Board  of  Health  coverage  and  at  the  same  time  allow  the 
Selectmen  to  direct  their  full  attention  to  other  Town 
Business. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FREDERICK  C.  HARTMAN,  Chairman 
PAUL  S.  BEST 
JOHN  E.  PETERSON 
NATHANIEL  G.  WETHERBEE 
NORRIS  E.  KENYON 
CHARLES  M.  THING 


REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  organized  and  reelected  Benjamin  W.  English  as 
Chairman,  and  Reynold  B.  Nippe  as  Clerk.  Members  were  appointed  as 
representatives  from  the  Board  to  the  following: 

Soil  Erosion  Board  -  -  Robert  H.  Klar 
Conservation  Commission  -  -  James  R.  Klock 
Sanitation  Study  Committee  -  -  Reynold  B.  Nippe 
Drainage  Committee  -  -  James  R.  Klock 

The  Board  held  twenty- four  regular  meetings,  three  work  meetings,  and 
one  public  hearing. 

A  summary  of  the  subdivision  activity  is  as  follows: 

Subdivision  Plan  Conditionally  Lots  Street  Accepted 
or  street  Submitted     Approved  Released       by  Town  


Meredith  Hill  15  (in  1966) 

(34  lots  of 
2  acres)  r* 

Timber  Lane  15 
(15  lots 
of  2  acres) 

Normandy  Row  X 
(15  lots) 

Towne  Hill  7  not  yet 

(33  lots)  released 

Wilmore  14 
(14  lots  of 
2  acres) 

Ledgewood  Circle  X  3 

(9  lots) 

Members  made  inspections  of  old  and  new  subdivisions,  attended  regional 
and  state  meetings,  and  were  heard  at  legislative  hearings. 

Board  members  met  with  their  counterparts  in  other  towns,  and  worked 
with  other  Topsfield  Boards  and  Commissioners. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  W.  ENGLISH,  Chairman 
REYNOLD  B.  NIPPE,  Clerk 
ROBERT  H.  KLAR 
JAMES  R.  KLOCK 
JACKSON  0.  WELSH 
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TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Topsfield  Incorporated  -  1650 

Population  1900  -  1,030 

1950  -  1,409 
1965  -  4,375 

1969  -  5,000  (Estimated) 
Number  Registered  Voters  -  2,400  -  (1968) 

Total  Valuation  (Taxable  property)  $23,188,167.00 

(Non- taxable  property)  $  3,003,344.00 

Number  of  homes  -  1,189 
Area  in  square  miles  -  12.86 
Miles  of  Town  Roads  -  48.15 

Churches  Congregational  -  established  -  1663 

Catholic  "  -  1945 

Episcopal  "  -  1957 

Lutheran  "  -  1961 

Library 

Volume  -  number  of  books  -  22,000 
Circulation  -  64,000 

Hours  2-5,  7-9  Monday  thru  Friday,  2-6  Saturday 

Number  of  School  Children  -  October  1,  1968 

Elementary  K-6  978 

Junior  High         7-8  265 

High  School         9-12  489 

Protection 

Police  -  Full  time 

Chief  -  Sergeant  -  2  Patrolmen 
Fire  -  Call  Dept. 

Town  Water  -  (hydrants)   -  Covers  78%  of  homes  §  businesses 

Communications  Center 

Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  Call  7-2121 

Town  Hall  -  Business  -  Information  Call  7-2116 

Massachusetts  General  Court  -  State  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

State  Senator  -  William  L.  Saltonstall  -  3rd  Essex  District 
State  Representative  -  Robert  C.  Buell  -12th  Essex  District 
Federal  Legislators  in  Washington,  D.C. 

State  Senators  -  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Edward  W.  Brooke 

Congressman  -  William  H.  Bates  -  6th  District 


Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall  -  $1.00  per  copy 
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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1968-1969 
ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr.,  1969 

Selectmen  Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.,  1969 

John  Sanger,  1970 

Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  1971 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle,  1969 

Town  Collector  Leslie  B.  Fales,  1969 

Road  Commissioner  William  T.    Gamble,  1969 

Assessors  John  B.  Gamans,  1969 

Anthony  D'Agostino,  1970 

Charles  E.  Pethybridge,  1971 

School  Committee: 

Richard  F.  Alexander,  1969              Willard  B.  Spring,  1969 

Donald  Cox,  1970                               James  R.  Collins,  1971 

Thomas  C.  Leonard,  1971 

Regional  District  School  Committee:                  Kenneth  W.  Castner,  1969 

K.  Frank  Austen,  1970 

Thomas  A.  Grady,  1971 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District  Agent  Claire  E.  Taylor 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District  Agent  Harris  C.  Giles 

Constable  Theodore  J.  Williams,  1969 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1969 

Trustees  of  Town  Library: 

Mario  D.  Banus,  1969             Marion  G.  Kimball,  1970 

William  McTigue,  1969                Evelyn  L.  Fales,  1971 

Barbara  K.  Booth,  1970                   Stanley  Cohen,  1971 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners: 


Cemetery  Commissioners 


Park  Commissioners 


Planning  Board:  Reynold  B.  Nippe,  1969 
Robert  H.  Klar,  1970 


Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds: 


+Stephen  J.  Chamberlin,  1969 

Wilber  C.  Cunningham,  1969 

Walter  K.  Anderson,  1970 

Charles  R.  Mann,  1971 

Joseph  P.  Friend,  1969 

David  P.  Smallidge,  1970 

Harold  T.  Fletcher,  1971 

George  W.  Day,  1969 

Douglas  W.  Rankin,  1970 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1971 

Benjamin  W.  English,  1971 

Jackson  0.  Welsh,  1972 

James  R.    Klock,  1973 

C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1969 

Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1970 

Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 


APPOINTED 


Finance  Committee: 

Frederick  C.  Hartman, 

Chairman,  1969 
John  Peterson,  1969 
Paul  S.  Best,  1970 
Chief  of  Police  ?Roger  G.  Peabody 


Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee,  1970 
Norris  E.  Kenyon,  1971 
Charles  M.  Thing,  1971 


Sergeant  Harold  Moore 

Regular  Patrolmen:  Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr.  Philip  S.  Girard 


Reserve  Patrolmen:  Roy  J.  Ackerman 

Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 


H.  Robinson  Vail 
Stephen  P.  Tierney 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
William  T.  Gamble 


Policewoman  Nellie  R.  Peabody 

Special  Police  Officers:  Donald  Brown       Philip  L.  Godbout-Fire  Dept. 

John  W.  Dwinell  Chester  A.  Hood 

George  N.  Earle  Floyd  C.  Wilkins 


6 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


Fire  Department:      Chief  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Deputy  Chief  Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Captain,  ,  Howard  L.  Stultz 

Captain  Robert  A.  Wood 

Captain  Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 

Captain  Myron  Williams,  Jr. 

Town  Accountant  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 

Board  of  Health  Agent  Lois  K.  Rogers,  M.D. 

Milk  Inspector  and  Board  of  Health  Inspector  John  Romanski 

Sanitary  Engineer  John  Romanski 

Dog  Officer  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Building  Inspector  Anthony  D'Agostino 

Gas  Inspector  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Plumbing  Inspector  Wendell  P.  Hall 

Wire  Inspector  Lester  E.  Shepard 

Inspector  of  Petroleum  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Animal  and  Slaughter  House  Inspector  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Forest  Warden   Philip  L.  Godbout 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal: 

Alfred  N.  Andrews  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Clayton  Elliott  Fred  Pickard 

Clifton  Elliott  Henry  Reed 

Measuers  of  Lumber  and  Wood:  Harvey  W.  Perry 

Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 

Thomas  E.  Elliott 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper:  Harry  W.  Fuller 
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Field  Drivers:  Harry  W.  Fuller 

Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Trustees  for  Disbursement  of  Poor  Funds:  Herbert  Towne,  1969 

John  R.  Walsh,  1970 
Ann  L.  Earl,  1971 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control  Wallace  H.  Kneeland 


Burial  Agent  William  A.  Perkins 

Caretaker- Soldiers '  and  Sailors'  Graves  John  R.  Gould 

Town  Forest  Committee:  George  W.  Day,  1969 

Lauran.ce  C.  Dosh,  1970 
John  J.  Hurley,  1971 

Local  Coordinator  -  Civil  Defense  Robert  A.  Wood 

Communication   .Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 

Radiological  Staff  Officer. . .Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Town  Insurance  Committee: 

Alice  F.  Castle  Francis  Brown 

Browning  E.  Mare an,  Jr.  David  Twiss 

James  R.  Collins 
Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  the  Committee 

Sanitation  Committee: 

Board  of  Health  John  Romanski 

Water  Department  Walter  K.  Anderson 

At  Large  George  H.  Gage 

Chairman  Dean  Harwood 

Planning  Board  Reynold  B.  Nippe 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District  John  W.  Peirce 

Historical  District  Committee  John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman 

Ann  Hardy  Nathaniel  Wetherbee 

Horton  Brads tree t  Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 

James  K.  Castle  William  B.S.  Leong 


Special  Drainage  Committee:    5/28/63  George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 

Laurence  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
William  J.  Vallette 
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Memorial  Day  Committee 


Harris  C.  Giles,  1969 

Douglas  Rankin,  1969 

Clayton  H.  Elliott,  1970 

Nathaniel  Wetherbee,  1971 


Zoning  Appeal  Board:    Herbert  Anderson,  1969-Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1970 
Clayton  F.  Rock,  1971       George  Ross -Alternate 


Soil  Erosion  Board: 


Mosquito  Control  Committee:  (T.M.  5/28/62  Art.  5) 
Paul  S.  Best 
Elwood  D.  Bickford 


Robert  A.  Klar 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Clayton  F.  Rock 

Dr.  Frank  Austen 
Paul  Lough 1 in 
William  G.  Stieritz 


Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee : 

Richard  R.  Smith,  1969  Louis  Tremblay,  1971 

Robert  E.  Hartford,  1969  Frederika  K.  Joy, 

Peter  Wilson,  1970  Chairman'  1971 

Mrs.  Dana  Warren,  1970  Gerald  F.  Rourke 

Donald  Cox  -  from  School  Committee 


Municipal  Services  Building  Committee; 

Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Philip  L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 

Recreation  Committee: 

George  C.  Hinkley. 
H.  Allen  Stevens 
John  Bond 


(T.M.  3/2/64  Art.  13) 

Leslie  Ray 
Robert  A.  Wood 


Jr. 


Conservation  Commission: 

Robert  Klar,  Chairman 
Deborah  D.  Moulton 
Walter  H.-  Mcintosh 


Waldo  H.  Smith 
Gretchen  Stott 
Rodger  H.  Stone 


Lawrence  A.  Cyr 
Barbara  Welsh 
John  W.  Peirce 


Board  of  Registrars 


Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 
George  A.  Starwood,  Jr. ,  1969 
John  J.  Hurley,  1970 
Edward  T.  Welch,  1971 
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Communications  Committee: 


Philip  L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 
Robert  A.  Wood 
Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 


^Resigned 


# Tenure 


+To  Fill  Vacancy 


TOM  CLERK'S  REPORT 


1967  Births  recorded  in  Topsfield:  73;  males -40;  females -33 

1968  Births  recorded  in  Topsfield:  55;  males -32;  females -23 

Marriage  certificates  issued,  40. 

Marriages  recorded,  47 

Deaths  in  Topsfield,  33 

Non-resident,  interment  in  Topsfield,  17 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  441 

Males,  193;    Female,  54;    Spayed,  186;    Kennel  licenses,  8 
Resident  sporting  licenses,  57.    Resident  sporting  and  fishing 
licenses  free,  17. 

Resident  hunting  licenses,  66.    Resident  fishing  license,  113 
Special  non-resident  fishing,  6.  Non-resident  citizen  fishing,  3 
Resident  citizen  fishing  free,  4 

Minor's  fishing  license,  32;  female  fishing  license,  7 

Resident  trapping,  1 

Duplicate  licenses,  1. 

Bow  and  Arrow  Hunting  Stamp,  3. 

Victualler,  3;    Junk,  2;    Overnight  Cabins,  2 

Motor  Vehicle,  2nd  Class,  6;    1st  Class,  2 

Gas  Storage,  8 

List  of  Residents,  93. 

Auctioneers ,  1 

Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream,  1 
Day  Camp,  1 
Miniature  Golf,  1 
Taxi  Licenses,  2 
Bowling,  1 
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TCWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 
BIRTHS 


Dare  of  Birth 


Name  of  Child 


Name  of  Parents 


1967 

Sept.  17        Michelle  Jeanette  Lewis 


Nov.  5 


1968 


Feb.  1 


Feb.  2 


Feb.  6 


Feb.  6 


Scott  Allen  Young 


Jan.  5  Jennifer  Lynn  Campbell 


Jan.  13  Timothy  Jay  Crean 


Jan.  30  John  Daniel  MacKay 


Laura  Kay  Annett 


Lisa  Ann  Colby 


Erik  John  Moxcey 


Lesley  Anne  Weeks 


Feb.  16  Jamieson  Forrest  Turner 


Feb.  17  Jeffrey  Andrew  Harris 


Feb.  18  Christina  Jones 


Feb.  23  James  Dettorre 


Edgar  Paul  Lewis 
Christine  Juliette 
(Pilczuk)  Lewis 

Chester  Frederick  Young 
Judith  Ann  (Keller) Young 


Richard  Allen  Campbell 
Jean  Martha  (Hanson) 

Campbell 

Gerald  J.  Crean 
Cynthia  Lee  (Perkins) 

Crean 

Allan  H.  MacKay,  Jr. 
Erin  S. (Henry)  MacKay 

Robert  Dale  Annett 
Linda  Lou  (Vosburgh) 

Annett 

Alexander  MacGregor  Colby 
Lorraine  Jean  (Caso) Colby 

Ralph  E.  Moxcey 

Barbara  J. (Dowel 1) Moxcey 

Frank  E.  Weeks 
Patricia  G. (Bohan) Weeks 

Dale  Oleo  Turner 
Margaret  Helen (Fales) 

Turner 

Robert  E.  Harris 

Carol  Lou (Warnecke) Harris 

Robert  Francis  Jones 
Carolee  Ann (McKeen) Jones 

Pasquale  F.  Dettorre 
Rosemarie (Buono) Detorre 
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Feb.  25  Adam  Davis  Page 

Mar.  22  Deborah  Lyn  O'Neil 

Mar.  25  Bradley  Mark  Hieber 

Mar.  26  Robin  Ann  Apple ton 

Mar.  29  Steven  Matthew  Kuftinec 

Apr.  6  Kelly  Elizabeth  Perley 

Apr.  8  Colleen  Eleanor  Carr 

Apr.  8  Cynthia  Lou  Veinot 

Apr.  11  Female  Child  Caron 

Apr.  20  Kurt  Michael  Ingwersen 

Apr.  25  Scott  Alan  Watson 

May  22  Bruce  Anthony  Ols tad 

May  26  James  Michael  Rollins 

May  27  Maria  Anne  Maestranzi 

June  5  Adam  Glyn  Horrisberger 


George  Wilbur  Page 
Lorna  A.  (Peirce)Page 

John  Gregory  O'Neil 
Elizabeth (Morrill) O'Neil 

John  Christian  Hieber, Jr. 
Pamela  Tryna  (Hockenberger) 
Hieber 

Daniel  Applet on 
Sandra  R. (Tredway) 

Applet  on 

Dubravko  M.  Kuftinec 
Anne  Jean (Guy ton) Kuftinec 

David  Sidney  Perley 
Margaret (Grimm) Perley 

Richard  C.  Carr 

Maureen  J . (McCauley) Carr 

Charles  Gordon  Veinot, Jr. 
Elaine  Cecile(Belanger) 
Veinot 

Albert  Caron 

Blanche (St . Pierre) Caron 

Henry  P.  Ingwersen 

Sandra  F. (Graves) Ingwersen 

Calvin  Melvin  Watson, Jr. 
Patricia  Ruth (Baker) Watson 

Ralph  Henry  Ols tad 
Deborah  Ann (Love) Ols tad 

Robin  Leroy  Rollins 
Christina  Diane (Greene) 
Rollins 

Leo  J.  Maestranzi 
Joanne  M. (Butler) 

Maestranzi 

John  F.  Horrisberger 
Pamela  M. (Heyl) 

Horrisberger 
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July  5 

July  8 
July  9 

July  15 
July  17 
July  27 
Aug.  3 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  26 

Aug.  29 
Sept.  24 

Oct.  9 
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Francis  Fuller  Brown 
Garvin  Woodberry  Dodge 

Thomas  Hagan 

Robert  William  Barkosky 

Christopher  Philip  Erbland 
Pamela  Ann  Curtiss 

Thomas  Keith  Gaudrault 
Jeffrey  Hamilton  Davis 
Jennifer  Anne  Snow 
Anna  Maria  Miller 

Susan  Hayes 

Sara  Lynn  Hawthorne 

Wayne  Peter  Stott 
Mark  David  Marciano 

Michael  Albert  Drake 


Francis  Brown 
Martha (Fuller) Brown 

Charles  Gardner  Dodge 
Claire  Elaine (Woodberry) 
Dodge 

Richard  Arthur  Hagan 
Barbara  Ann (Jones) Hagan 

Ronald  Rudolf  Barkosky 
Gloris  Mae(Walima) 

Barkosky 

John  F.  Erbland 

Nancy  L. (Whipple) Erbland 

William  P.  Curtiss 
Katherine  A. (Adelson) 

Curtiss 

Norman  Claude  Gaudrault 
Evelyn  L. (Lord) Gaudrault 

Richard  H.  Davis 
Cheryl  Lee (Dudley) Davis 

James  Edward  Snow,  Jr. 
Anne  Hillary (Wing) Snow 

Francis  Locke  Miller 
Georgette  Nancy (Pagurko) 
Miller 

Bradley  James  Hayes 
Ellen  Katherine (Hurley) 
Hayes 

Donald  Roger  Hawthorne 
Josephine  Belle (Keith) 

Hawthorne 

Chester  W.  Stott 

Gr e  t  chen  L . ( Johns  on) S t  ot t 

David  Marciano 
Margaret  L. (Williams) 

Marciano 

Charles  Albert  Drake  III 
Barbara  Lea (Youder) Drake 
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Oct.  15  Jeffrey  Earle  Schott 

Oct.  21  Wendi  Brooks  Bedell 

Oct.  25  Jennifer  Ellen  Cooke 

Oct.  26  James  Mclntire  Holloran,Jr. 

Nov.  25  Philip  James  D'Anieri 

Nov.  26  Sarah  Churchill  Hartman 

Nov.  26  Sheri  Louise  Ames 

July  30  Kim  Ann  Foland 

Oct.  12  Christopher  David  Martin 

Nov.  16  Cyrus  Takao  Che  Fee  Wong 

Dec.  5  Brooks  Nickerson  MacArthur 

Dec.  7  Kimberly  Ann  Stickney 

Dec.  20  Keith  Dayton 

Dec.  23  Mark  Kevin  Jones 

1967 

Nov.  23  Nicholas  Steward 


William  B.  Schott,  Jr. 
Donna  Mae (Evitts) Schott 

Thomas  M.  Bedell 
Katherine  B. (Kerr) Bedell 

Peter  Hayman  Cooke 
Joanne  Elizabeth  (Foster) 
Cooke 

James  Mclntire  Holloran 
Virginia  Lee(Ballenger) 
Holloran 

John  Eugene  D'Anieri 
Mary  Rae (Thompson) 

D'Anieri 

Frederic  Churchill  Hartman 
Audrey  C . (Houghton) Hartman 

Charles  Francis  Ames, Jr. 
Donna  Irene (Bettinger) Ames 

David  Cratsley  Foland 
Winola  Jane (Hammond) 

Foland 

Milton  Trussell  Martin, Jr. 
Kathleen  Winifred (Stoddart) 
Martin 

Thomas  John  Wong 

Gai 1  Sue (Matsubara) Wong 

Gregory  Watters  MacArthur 
Laura  Wynne (Snow) MacArthur 

Shawn  Grady  Stickney 
Pame la (Scudder) Stickney 

Keith  Allen  Dayton 

Donna  Marie (Dunphy) Dayton 

Frederick  William  Jones 
Janice  Elaine (Conley) 

Jones 


Campbell  Steward 
Barbara (Bell) Steward 
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MARRIAGES 

Jan.  6        John  A.  Marshall  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Augustus  and  Katherine 
(Rafter) Marshall.    Rose  Elizabeth  (Modoono) Manna  (Lexington), 
daughter  of  Dominic  and  Asunta(Picariello)Modoono.  Married 
in  Lexington. 

Jan.  13       Roderick  Chase  Gaskell  (Topsfield),  son  of  Willard  D.  and 

Helen  A.  (Slight) Gaskell.  Jane  Hardy  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Robert  S.  and  Ann (Robinson) Hardy.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Jan.  17       Michael  Doyle  (Middleton) ,  son  of  Louis  R.  and  Barbara 

(MacDonald) Doyle.    Rosemary  Bryant (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Charles  F.  and  Rose  Mary (Pi rog) Bryant .    Married  in  Middleton. 

Feb.  10       Edmund  R.'  Power,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Edmund  R.  and 

Evelyn  L. (Seifferle) Power.  Judy  Judson  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Norman  V.and  Marian (Rosser) Judson.  Married  in  Topsfield. 

Feb.  10       Raymond  L.  Johnson  (Topsfield),  son  of  Ernest  H.  and  Anna  M. 

(Ess ick) Johnson.  Linda  M.  Erickson  (Gloucester) ,  daughter 
of  Wayno  and  Phyllis  L. (Erwin) Erickson.    Married  in  Lynn. 

Feb.  22       Roger  T.  Patch  (Wakefield),  son  of  John  L.  and  Marie  (Thomas) 
Patch.  Linda  Kimball  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Peter  R.  and 
Marion (Gregg) Kimball.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Mar.  2         Charles  J.  Labansky  (New  York),  son  of  Charles  John  and 

Antionette(Messera)  Labansky.  Suzanne  M.  Wilson  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Henry  F.  and  Mary  F 1 orence (Thib ode au) Wilson. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Mar.  2        Mario  D.  Danus  (Topsfield),  son  Mario  Garcia  and  Marjorie 

(Douglas) Banus.  Barbara  Joan  Sharpe  (Cambridge),  daughter  of 
Henry  E .  and  Dorothy  E . (Wright) Sharpe .  Married  in  Cambridge . 

April  20     Leroy  Charles  Thayer  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Leroy  Charles  and 
Sarah  L. (Southwick) Thayer.  Linda  Georgina  Welch  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Edward  T.  and  Katherine  S. (Crockne 11) Welch. 
Married  in  Amesbury. 

April  25     Robert  Bruce  Dodge  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Robert  William  and 

Priscilla(Wildes) Dodge.  Merilee  Ann  Mullen  (South  Hamilton), 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Joan  (McLaughlin) Mullen.  Married 
in  Hamilton. 

April  27     Peter  C.  Cunningham  (Georgia),  son  of  Wilbur  C.  and  R.  Hilda 
(Perkins) Cunningham.  Linda  G.  Lawson  (Georgia) ,  daughter  of 
S.  George  and  Geraldine  N. (Durkee) Lawson.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 
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April  28     Hans  Joachim  Hess  (Leominister) ,  son  of  Gertrude  Hess.  Eva 

Darlene  Christiansen  (Fitchburg) ,  daughter  of  Leonard  G.  and 
Eva(Desroslers) Christiansen.    Married  in  Topsfield. 


May  4  Manuel  F.  Morea  (Hanover),  son  of  Manuel  and  Hattie  G. 

(Taylor) Morea.    Mary  U. (Watson) Alder  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Joseph  E.  and  Angeline (Jones) Watson.  Married  in  Rockland. 

May  11        John  Richard  Labadie  (Montana) ,  son  of  John  Richard  and 
Katherine (Quinn) Labadie .  Patricia  C.Rowe  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  William  M.  and  Janine (Genvre) Rowe .  Married  in 
Cambridge . 

May  11         Jon  T.  Stump  (Topsfield),  son  of  Dean  W.  and  Jane (Keel) 

Stump.    Catherine  M.  Wildes  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Roger 
E.  and  Joanne (Maynard) Wildes .    Married  in  Topsfield. 

May  18        Karl  S.  Anderson  (Connecticut),  son  of  Arvin  A.  and  Walporg 
(Gustaf son) Anderson.    Maureen  Toomey  (Connecticut) ,  daughter 
of  Frank  G.  and  Julia  A. (Waitkus) Toomey.  Married  in  Topsfield, 

June  1        Walter  J.  Dabransky  (Lowell) ,  son  of  Michael  and  Josephine 
(Wilk)Dabransky.    Sandra  Giannelli  (Boxford) ,  daughter  of 
Louis  Joseph  and  Ethel (Campilie) Giannelli.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

June  8        Stephen  Evans  Watson  (Ohio),  son  of  Edward  E.  and  Betty 
(Cartwright)  Watson.    Jan  Louise  Hazelwood  (Topsfield) , 
daughter  of  Frank  H.  and  Louise (Richardson) Hazelwood. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  9         Foard  H.  Tarbert,  Jr.  (Boxford),  son  of  Foard  H.  and  Patricia 
Ann (Butler) Tarbert.  Cheryl  G.  Webber  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Donald  B.  and  Katherine  Carroll (Bradford) Webber.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

June  9        Peter  Buttrick  (Topsfield),  son  of  Leon  and  M. Lillian (Buntin) 
Buttrick.  Lorraine  MacPhee  (Saugus) ,  daughter  of  Norrie  and 
Constance  (Moore) MacPhee.    Married  in  Saugus. 


June  28       Edward  Peter  Carlin  (Salem) ,  son  of  Edward  Donald  and  Hazel 
(Johnson) Carlin.    Mary  Catherine  Connolly  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Richard  F.  and  Mildred(Mauer) Connolly.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

June  28       Shawn  Stickney  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Stephen  A.  and  Patricia 
(Grady) Stickney.    Pamela  Scudder  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Winthrop  R. ,  Jr.  and  Jacqueline (Clement) Scudder.  Married 
in  Georgetown. 
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Aug.  11 
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Aug.  17 
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Aug.  24 

Sept.  1 
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David  L.  Amundsen  (Burlington) ,  son  of  Alfred  W.  and  Lillian 
(Wilkins)  Amundsen.    Linda  M.  Wood  (Tops fie Id) ,  daughter  of 
Clarence  M.  and  Ellen (Anders on) Wood.    Married  in  Danvers. 

Robert  Bradstreet  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Howard  and  Daisy 
(Bridgman) Brads treet .    Maureen  Latini  (Beverly),  daughter  of 
Alighieri  and  Mary (Servizio) Latini.    Married  in  Salem. 

Charles  Thomas  Collatos  (Beverly) ,  son  of  Peter  and  Elsie 
(Maguire)Collatos .    Kathleen  Anne  Cooper  (Beverly),  daughter 
of  Peyton  H.  and  Eleanor  M. (Ludden) Cooper.  Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Donald  A.  Costantino  (Peabody) ,  son  of  Paul  Knott  and  Mary 
M.Costantino.    Linda  L.  Pratt  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Mildred  M. (Osborne) Pratt .  Married  in  Topsfield. 

Timothy  A.  Wakefield  (Ohio),  son  of  John  B.  and  Kathryn 
(Klein)Wakefield.    Karen  Lee  Paulson  (Ohio) ,  daughter  of 
Elmir  and  Willa(Bennett) Paulson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Uyrjil  Dale  Buus  (South  Dakota) ,  son  of  Henry  George  and 
Edna  Martha (Hoffman) Buus .    Barbara  Anne  Haywood  (  Boxford) , 
daughter  of  John  Stuart  and  Ruth  Frances (Cass ino)Hayward. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Neal  M.  Feldman  (Topsfield),  son  of  Harry  G.  and  Mildred 
(Goldstein) Feldman.  Margaret  D.McBride  (Ipswich),  daughter 
of  William  A.  and  Mary  Margaret  (Beamish) McBride.  Married 
in  Boston. 

Joseph  Burke  (Middleton) ,  son  of  John  J.  and  Ann (Santos) 
Burke.    Marjorie  LeBel  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Alphonse  and 
Marjorie(Rawson)LeBel.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Arthur  J.  Cannon,  Jr. (Danvers) ,  son  of  Arthur  J.  and  Hele 
E. (Ames) Cannon.    Elaine  Y.  LaRocca  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Paul  and  Marie (Saraceno) LaRocca.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Peter  Harper  Beck  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Clifford  Williifc  &vl 

Marie  Norene (Harper) Beck.    Patricia  J.  Anderson  (Mew  YorV) , 
daughter  of  Herbert  Alexander  §    Viola(Prispa) Anderson. 
Married  in  Danvers. 

Robert  Davis  Aby  (Minnesota) ,  son  of  Stanton  and  Janet 
Katherine (Sandy) Aby.    Anne  Elizabeth  Jansen  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  T.  Jan  and  Martha (Wilson) Jansen.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Ronald  D.DeWitt  (Newburyport) ,  son  of  John  Henry  and  Stella 
K. (MacCallum)DeWitt.    Joanne  Rosenkranz  (Topsfield),  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  G.  and  Anna  L. (Brown) Rosenkranz.    Married  in 
Marblehead. 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


17 


Sept.  7     Robert  M.  Hutchinson  (Dorchester) ,  son  of  Robert  M.  and 

Delvin( Irish) Hutchinson.    Deborah  Hall  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  John  A.  and  Mary  (Aye  r)  Hall.    Married  in  Georgetown. 

Sept.  14  Earle  L.  Morrison  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Ralph  A.  and  Florence 
E. (Adams) Morris on.  Elaine  A.  Wagner  (New  Jersey) ,  daughter 
of  Frank  and  Doris (Hilqers on) Weber, Sr.  Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  5       Richard  H.  Handy (Tops fie Id) ,  son  of  Charles  C.  and  Anna  F. 

(Bird)Handy.    Constance  J.  Booth  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Joseph  Wilson  and  Helen  Marie (Conaty) Booth.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Oct.  19     Steven  A.  Balentine  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Alvah  H.  and  Doreen 
(Nelson) Balentine.    Cecelia  Conha  (West  Lynn),  daughter  of 
Elias  G.  and  Ruth (Mat tos) Conha.    Married  in  Lynn. 

Oct.  25  David  C.  Butler  (Topsfield),  son  of  George  A.  and  Beatrice 
R. (Amor) Butler.  Cynthia  A.  Bernier  (Danvers) ,  daughter  of 
Leo  J.  and  Lorraine  M. (Bolduc) Bernier.    Married  in  Danvers. 

Oct.  26     Mladen  M.  Kuftinec  (Topsfield),  son  of  Matija  and  Jelena 

(Pevec)Kuftinec.    Ljiljana  Fucijas  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Gjuro  and  Tanj a (Malovac) Fucijas.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  26     Jacob  S.  Hoffman  (Marblehead) ,  son  of  Jacob  J.  and  Geraldine 
(Jacks on) Hoffman.    Mary  E.  Fraher  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
John  T.  and  Olivia (Howley) Fraher.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  26     J.  Fernando  Reig  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Tomas  and  Maria  Louisa 
(Mediero)Reig.    Joanne  S.  Holman  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
J.  Harrison  and  Prudence  (Williams)  Holman.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  8       James  E.  Sandt  (Topsfield) , son  of  Richard  and  Helen (Johns on) 
Sandt.    Patricia  A. (McMahon) Moore  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Thomas  A.  and  Wilberta (Smith) McMahon.    Married  in  Lynnfield. 

Nov.  10      Roger  S.  Case,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Roger  S.  and  Vera  L. 
(Chris toffers on) Case.    Margie (Gregory) Sasser  (Texas), 
daughter  of  Buford  ana  Juanita(Landess) Gregory.    Married  in 
Ayer. 

Nov.  23     Mark  W.  Holloway  (Ohio),  son  of  Wilbur  J.  and  Esther  C.(Boyer) 
Holloway.    Langdon  H.  Learned  (North  Andover)  daughter  of 
John  P.  and  Kathryn  R. (Morris) Learned.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Dec.  27     Howard  E.  Munday  (Topsfield),  son  of  Howard  P.  and  Catherine 
(Grams torff)Munday.    Karen  A.  Kline  (Quincy) ,  daughter  of 
Kilby  T.  and  Gertrude (Bruton) Kline.    Married  in  Wollaston. 
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Dec.  28     Robert  V.  Pallotta  (Tops fie Id) ,  son  of  John  J.  and  Mary 
Martha(Moriarty)Pa*llotta.    Julia  Ann  Nolder  (Holyoke) , 
daughtet  of  Anthony  C.  and  Caroline  F. (Scholar) Nolder. 
Married  in  Holyoke. 
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DEATHS 

Jan.  9       Marjorie(Rawson)Lebel,  wife  of  Alphonse  Lebel,  and  daughter 
of  John  J.  and  Rose (Nadeau) Raws on.  Age  46  years.  Buried  in 
Salem. 

Jan.  9       Michael  Dennis  Naught on,  son  of  Joseph,  Jr.  and  Maureen 

(Leavenworth) Naught on.    Age  2  months,  20  days.    Buried  in 
Lancastor. 

Jan.  13     Clarence  Milton  Wood,  son  of  Alfred  F.  and  Mary  Helen (Moir) 

Wood.    Age  69  years,  6  months,  24  days.    Buried  in  Cambridge. 

Feb.  13     Edward  D.  Talberth,  son  of  Henry  and  Gertrude (Levy) Talberth. 
Age  61  years,  6  months,  2  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Feb.  20     Angie (Hamilton) Shaw,  widow  of  Charles  E.  Shaw,  and  daughter 
of  Arthur  H.  and  (Isado re) Hamilton.    Age  85  years,  8  months, 
l'*day.    Buried  in  Taunton. 

Mar.  15  Theresa(Mader)Beal,  widow  of  John  W.  Beal  and  daughter  of 
Lydia  Mader.  Age  78  years,  6  months,  25  days.  Buried  in 
Walwick,  Rhode  Island. 

Mar.  24     Marcia(Kerr) Ingraham,  wife  of  Richard  Y.  Ingraham,  and 

daughter  of  William  P.  and  Eva (Taylor) Kerr.    Age  54  years, 
8  months,  4  days.    Buried  in  Peabody. 

Mar.  26      Celia(Edwards) Leighton,  daughter  ox  Nelson  S.  and  Sarah 

(Goodman)  Edwards.  Age  85  years,  6  months,  10  days.  Buried 
in  Lynn. 

Mar.  28  Robert  L.  Rasche,  son  of  William  A.  and  Gertrude (Haessler) 
Rasche.    Age  65  years,  4  months,  6  days.  Buried  in  Beverly. 

Apr.  4       Albert  William  Goodchild,  son  of  William  Goodchild.    Age  78 
years,  0  months,  22  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Apr.  16     Frank  W.  Lee,  son  of  ^rank  0.  and  Annie (MacDonald) Lee .  Age 
63  years,  5  months,  11  days.    Buried  in  Beverly. 

Apr.  21     Anna  F. (Bird) Handy ,  widow  of  Charles  C.  Handy.    Age  90  years, 
6  months,  10  days.    Buried  in  Danvers. 

Apr.  23     Margaret  E .  (Brown) Demars ,  wife  of  Thomas  A.Demars,  and 

daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Margaret (Hopkins) Brown.    Age  74 
years ,  9  months ,  4  days .    Buried  in  Stoneham 

May  4  Henry  Upton  Titus,  son  of  Frank  and  Ada (Porter) Titus .  Age 
70  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 
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May  4        Weston  H.  Lombard,  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Louise (Weston) 

Lombard.    Age  75  years,  4  months,  20  days.  Buried  in  West 
Peabody. 

May  12       Conrad  S.  Tronerud,  son  of  Conrad  and  Regina(Larsen)Tronerud. 
Age  80  years,  7  months,  20  days.    Buried  in  Danvers. 

May  31       Leon  J.  Haley,  son  of  Almon  Haley.    Age  78  years.  Buried 
in  Fryeberg,  Maine. 

June  23     Arnold  C.  Griffin,  son  of  Roger  A.  and  Dorothy  M. (Wildes) 
Griffin.    Age  17  years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

June  25     Richard  W.  Skeffington  son  of  William  and  Jessie (Robinson) 
Skeffington.    Age  61  years,  2  months,  14  days.    Buried  in 
Peabody. 

June  29     Bruce  Porter,  son  of  Carleton  E.  and  Dorothy  L. (Brown) 
Porter.    Age  15  years,  4  months,  24  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

July  27     Edward  H.  Seeley,  son  of  Howard  and  Dorothy (Bick)Seeley. 

Age  25  years,  2  months ,  14  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

July  30     Elsie  M. (Hartwell)Pethybridge,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Pethybridge, 
and  daughter  of  Walter  A.  and  Chloe(Stockwell)Hartwell.  Age 
84  years.    Buried  in  Fitchburg. 

Aug.  7       Adelaide  P. (Phillips) Partridge,  wife  of  Harold  T.  Partridge, 
and  daughter  of  William  and  Ella(Young) Phillips .    Age  75 
years,  6  months,  7  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  8     Gordon  W.  Crossman,  son  of  James  and  Harriet  J.(Robbins) 
Crossman.    Age  75  years,  9  months,  13  days.  Buried  in 
Danvers . 

Sept.  28    Marie  Louise (Leveille) Bouchard,  widow  of  Ovide  Bouchard,  and 
daughter  of  Jean  B.  and  Demerise (Michaud) Leveille.    Age  95 
years,  9  months,  11  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Oct.  11     Margery  C. (Whittemore)Wilkins ,  widow  of  George  A.  Wilkins 
and  daughter  of  George  H.  and  Alice (Purbeck)Whittemore. 
Age  79  years,  5  months,  21  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Nov.  10     Anna(Benner)Reisdorf ,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth 

(Rosenthal) Benner.    Age  91  years,  8  months,  6  days.  Buried 
in  Salem. 

Nov.  10  Myra  P. (Perkins) Sevier,  wife  of  James  Sevier,  and  daughter 
of  Harris  -E.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Poor) Perkins.  Age  61  years, 
8  months,  19  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 
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Nov.  25     Gertrude  W.  (Weiler) Fultz ,  widow  of  James  A.  Fultz,  and 

daughter  of  Karl  and  Johanna (Maguire) Weiler.  Age  83  years, 
2  months,  8  days.    Buried  in  Beverly. 

Dec.   7       Vernon  Lynn  Bonnem,  son  of  Bernard  and  Gertrude (Shufe It) 
Bonnem,    Age  60  years,  2  months,  18  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Dec.  16     Alexander  Robertson,  son  of  Robert  and  Helen (Ramage) Robert- 
son.   Age  96  years,  1  month,  13  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

Dec.  24     Henry  F.  McCormack,  son  of  James  McCormack.    Age  91  years. 
Buried  in  West  Peabody. 

Dec.  27      Ruth  J. (Wats on) Bur ton,  wife  of  Richard  3.  Burton  and 

daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor (Maynes) Wats on.  Age  53  years, 
4  months,  24  days.    Buried  in  Everett. 


DEATHS  IX  OTHER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 


Date 


Years 


Mos . 


Days 


May  22 
May  23 
May  27 
July  12 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  24 
Oct.  4 
Nov.  8 
Nov.  28 
Dec.  17 


Jan.  7 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  15 

Feb.  7 

Mar.  10 

Mar.  25 

May  2 


Georgianna  M.  Brenn,  Haverhill 

Molly  W.  Root,  Georgetown 

Wilfred  Linfield,  Middleton 

David  B.  Williamson,  Boxford 

Elizabeth  Kench  Balch,  West  Springfield 

Mary  Pace  Dingle,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Marion  Jordan,  Danvers 

Howard  Martin,  Middleton 

Robert  Nelson  Hale,  Manchester,  N.H. 

Winifred  A.  Hallvardson,  Boston 

Paul  Larkin  Bailey,  Exeter,  N.H. 

Humphrey  Gilbert  Jordan,  Manchester,  N.H. 

Selwyn  H.  Towne,  Jr.,  Schenectady,  N.Y. 

Kate  A.  Carleton,  Beverly 

George  William  Peters,  Somerville 

Carroll  N.  Tracey,  Manchester 

Colburn  Smith,  North  Andover 


94 
79 
73 
75 
49 
45 
"4 
77 
64 
77 
85 
64 
84 


87 
87 
~4 


10 
4 


4 

10 
3 
5 


6 


5 
6 


7 


20 
29 
3 
6 
29 


25 
1 
15 
23 


6 
25 


26 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 

FEBRUARY  26,  1968 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action 
of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8:05  P.M.,  and  the  Moderator 
stated  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by 
law. 

As  there  were  over  nine  hundred  people  at  this  time,  the  back  room 
was  used  and  the  Moderator  appointed  James  K.  Castle  as  Deputy 
Moderator  for  the  back  room  and  Mr.  Castle  was  sworn  in  by  the  Town 
Clerk.    This  room  was  also  wired  for  sound  and  the  microphones  in 
both  rooms  were  connected. 

The  Moderator  then  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance 
Committee  constituted  a  motion  made. and  seconded,  and  also  that  a 
voter  must  be  recognized  by  the  Moderator  and  give  their  name  before 
addressing  the  meeting. 

Due  to  both  rooms  being  filled  to  capacity,  no  non- voters  or  guests 
were  allowed  in  the  hall.    The  Town  voted  to  give  Harold  Williams, 
as  sound  engineer,  permission  to  be  in  the  hall  to  operate  the  sound 
controls. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon. 

Mr.  George  H.  Gage,  Chairman  of  the  Sanitation  Committee  read  the 
Final  Report  of  the  Sanitation  Committee 

Final  Report  of  the  Sanitation  Committee 
Topsfield,  Massachusetts 

A.  Background 

On  January  11,  1965,  in  response  to  the  problems  associated  with 
the  Town  Dump, the  Board  of  Selectmen  appointed  a  special  committee, 
known  as  the  Sanitation  Committee,  to  operate  as  a  sub-committee  to 
the  Board  of  Health.  The  primary  duties  assigned  to  the  Sanitation 
Committee  were  "...to  review  all  aspects  of  the  Town  Dump  and/or  any 
other  means  of  proper  refuse  disposal  and  recommend  to  the  Board  of 
Health  their  suggestions..." 

Since  that  time,  the  Sanitation  Committee  has  held  numerous 
meetings.    A  report  has  been  received  from  the  consulting  engineering 
firm  of  Camp,  Dresser,  and  McKee  on  Refuse  Disposal  in  the  Town  of 
Topsfield.    Other  informed  opinions  have  been  solicited  and  obtained 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


23 


from  the  considerations  of  the  many  aspects  of  the  problem,  a  set  of 
recommendations  has  been  developed  by  the  Sanitation  Committee.  The 
purpose  of  this  report  is  to  present  these  findings. 

B.    The  Problem  Defined 

The  process  of  solid  refuse  disposal  can  be  usefully  considered 
to  consist  of  two  elements  as  follows: 

1.  Centralization  of  Refuse  -  i.e.,  the  process  of  bringing 
together  the  refuse  which  is  to  be  disposed,  and 

2.  Disposal  of  Refuse  -  i.e.,  the  process  of  "getting  rid" 
of  the  refuse. 

For  the  Centralization  Process,  the  Town  of  Topsfield  presently 
provides  no  collection  service;  all  rubbish  is  taken  to  the  Town  Dump 
by  private  citizens  and  commercial  trucks. 

For  the  Disposal  Process,  the  Town  presently  operates  a  combination 
burning  and  landfill  process  at  its  dump  site.    Refuse  is  deposited 
around  the  edge  of  the  dump  surface.    The  combustible  content  is 
burned  regularly  and  then  pushed  over  the  edge.    The  top  surface  is 
covered  regularly  with  sand  and  gravel. 

The  appropriation  for  the  present  operations  is  $7,500.00  per  year. 

The  main  problems  associated  with  the  present  operation  include 
pressure  from  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
to  cease  the  burning  operations ,  the  requirement  for  additional  land 
for  the  Topsfield  dump  site,  fire  hazard,  air  pollution,  littering 
from  papers  blowing  about,  continued  rat  control  effort  required,  and 
potential  water  pollution. 

The  nature  of  some  of  these  problems  is  succinctly  expressed  in  the 
following  excerpt  from  a  letter  dated  April  17,  1967  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
Topsfield  Board  of  Health. 

"The  Department  of  Public  Health,  in  response  to  complaints  of 
residents  of  Bare  Hill  Road,  has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  by 
one  of  its  engineers  into  the  present  operation  of  the  municipal 
dump  located  on  Bare  Hill  Road,  Topsfield. 

"The  matter  of  solid  waste  disposal  in  Topsfield  is  referred  to 
in  communications  from  this  Department  to  Camp,  Dresser  and  McKee, 
Consulting  Engineers,  dated  March  3,  1966,  and  May  20,  1966,  copies 
of  which  were  sent  to  your  board. 

"The  examination  disclosed  that  this  refuse  disposal  area  is 
being  operated  as  an  open  burning  dump.    The  burned- out  refuse  is  bull- 
dozed into  a  swampy  area  about  once  a  week.    The  results  of  the  analyse 
of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  streams  located  adjacent  to  the 
dump  indicate  that  considerable  quantities  of  iron,  organic  matter, 
odorous  material,  and  bacteria  characteristic  of  pollution  are  being 
deposited  into  the  surface  waters  tributary  to  Howie tt  Brook. 


"The  Department  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  operation  of 
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the  municipal  dump  constituted  a  nuisance  and  a  danger  to  the  public 
health,  and  recommends  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  insure  that 
this  area  be  operated  strictly  as  a  sanitary  landfill  with  all  refuse 
being  thoroughly  compacted  and  covered  with  at  least  6  inches  of  clean 
cover  material  daily. 

(Signed) 

John  C.  Collins 
Director 

Division  of  Sanitary  Engineering" 

The  combined  effect  of  the  above  problems  is  to  produce  a  situation 
which  urgently  requires  both  immediate  attention  and  a  sound  long-term 
solution. 

C.  The  Alternate  Solutions 

1.  For  the  Centralization  Process,  the  alternatives  are  as  follows: 

a.  To  continue  to  have  the  refuse  centralized  by  private 
citizens  and  commercial  trucks.    Note  that  this  is 
practical  only  when  the  point  of  centralization  is 

a  reasonably  short  drive,  such  as  a  point  within 
the  town. 

b.  To  have  the  town  provide  refuse  collection  services. 

2.  For  the  Disposal  Process,  the  acceptable  alternatives  are  as 
follows : 

a.  Sanitary  Landfill  Operation  in  Topsfield.  Sanitary 
landfill  consists  essentially  of  spreading  and 
compacting  each  day's  accumulation  and  completely 
covering  the  top  and  ends  with  granular  soil.  This 
provides  protection  against  rats  burrowing  and 
prevents  the  spread  of  underground  fires,  as  well 
as  eliminating  fly  and  mosquito  breeding.  In 
addition,  material  considered  nonburnable  in  an 
incinerator  can  be  handled  in  sanitary  landfill. 
The  disadvantages  of  a  sanitary  landfill  are 

(1)  blowing  papers  (controlled  by  fencing  the  area) , 

(2)  formation  of  explosive  methane  gas  by  decomposing 
organic  refuse  (requires  use  of  granular  material  for 
covering  to  reduce  gas  accumulation) ,  and  (3)  requirement 
for  extensive  acreage  over  a  period  of  time. 

b.  Construction  of  an  Incineration  or  Composting  Plant  in 
Topsfield.    In  incineration,  refuse  is  reduced  to  about 
15  percent  of  its  original  weight  by  a  process  of 
complete  combustion  at  high  temperatures.    The  resulting 
ashes  can  be  used  for  fill  without  nuisance. 

In  composting,  the  rubbish  is  ground  and  then  permitted 
to  decompose  for  about  a  week  under  controlled  temperature 
and  moisture  conditions.    The  resulting  material  is  humus 
and  is  valuable  for  gardening  uses  (provided  that  suitable 
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markets  can  be  found) . 

Both  incineration  and  composting  plants  require  significant 
investment  in  capital  facilities ;  the  cost  of  building  a 
minimum  facility  would  be  in  the  order  of  $500,000.  Also, 
in  both  cases,  minimum  input  for  effective  operation 
requires  about  20  tons  of  refuse  per  day.  Topsfield 
presently  produces  about  5  tons  of  refuse  per  day. 

c.         Removal  of  Refuse  from  Topsfield 

Commercial  dumps  are  available  within  reasonable 
trucking  distance  for  which  arrangements  could  be  made 
to  accomodate  the  refuse  from  Topsfield. 

A  longer-term  solution  of  total  refuse  disposal  is  re- 
quired and  has  in  fact  been  proposed  by  both  the 
Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council  (MAPC)  in  House  Bill 
4907  and  by  Rep.  Francis  Hatch  in  House  Bill  4559. 

(Both  bills  are  now  pending.)    In  these  proposals,  a 
number  of  regional  incinerators  would  be  built  which 
would  serve  areas  sufficiently  large  to  make  the 
operations  economical.    Both  Beverly  and  Lynnfield  have 
been  mentioned  as  possible  regional  sites.    White  the 
regional  incinerator  concept  offers  an  effective  longer- 
term  solution,  it  is  also  apparent  the  timing  is 
sufficiently  remote  to  preclude  it  as  a  valid  alterna- 
tive to  the  present  problem  in  Topsfield. 

If  the  refuse  from  Topsfield  were  transported  to  a 
commercial  dump  site  now  or  to  a  regional  incinerator 
at  some  time  in  the  future,  ^he  Town  would  have  to 
provide  refuse  collection  services. 

D.  Consideration  of  the  Alternatives 

In  considering  the  appropriateness  of  the  various  alternate 
solutions  described  in  the  previous  section,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
concept  of  constructing  an  incinerator  or  composting  plant  in  Topsfield 
(C.2.b)  is  not  economically  feasible  and  is  not  considered  further. 

The  remaining  choices  thus  are  between  Sanitary  Landfill  Operations 
in  Topsfield  (C.2.a)  with  or  without  town  refuse  collection  services 
and  the  Removal  of  Refuse  from  Topsfield  (C.2.c)  with  town  refuse 
collection  services. 

The  Sanitary  Landfill  Operation  possibility  has  been  investigated 
in  considerable  detail.    The  cost  to  implement  this  approach  has  been 
estimated  to  be  $60,000  for  the  first  year  (including  the  purchase  of 
tractor  needed)  and  $25,000  per  year  thereafter.    More  significantly, 
however,  this  approach  also  requires  the  obtaining  of  additional 
acreage  within  Topsfield  for  use  as  the  Sanitary  Landfill  Operation. 
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To  obtain  such  additional  land,  an  article  was  proposed  to  the 
1966  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  authorize  the  obtaining  of  options  to 
purchase  both  land  adjacent  to  the  present  dump  site  and  land  to 
establish  the  needed  new  dump  area  for  sanitary  landfill  operation. 
The  article  encountered  active  opposition  and  was  passed  only  after 
it  was  amended  to  exclude  the  land  for  the  proposed  new  dump  site. 
It  should  be  noted  that  considerable  study  had  preceded  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  new  dump  site  and  that  the  recommended  site  was  the  most 
remote  location  from  existing  dwellings  of  any  of  the  possible  sites. 

The  Sanitation  Committee  has  interpreted  this  vote  of  the  Town 
to  mean  that  significant  opposition  would  develop  to  any  of  the  possible 
sites  within  Topsfield.    Consequently,  effort  has  been  directed  to 
achieving  a  solution  which  would  not  require  a  new  dump  site  within 
Town. 

The  Committee  has  since  considered  the  Removal  of  Refuse  from 
Topsfield  with  town  collection  services  and  is  pleased  to  recommend  a 
practical  and  economical  solution  based  on  this  approach. 

E.  The  Proposed  Solution 

The  Sanitation  Committee  recommends  that  the  Town  solicit  bids  and 
subsequently  award  a  contract  to  a  private  contractor  to  collect  and 
remove  from  the  Town,  refuse  from  all  houses,  churches,  public  build- 
ings, and  commercial  establishments  within  the  Town. 

The  contract  would  prescribe  that  all  refuse,  up  to  the  agreed- 
upon  maximum  number  of  units  per  pick-up  location,  be  collected  at  a 
regularly  scheduled  time  each  week.    The  collections  are  to  be 
efficient,  using  covered  trucks  in  first-class  condition.    The  con- 
tract would  also  stipulate  that  no  load  is  to  be  emptied  or  trans- 
ferred with  in  the  Town. 

This  method  of  refuse  handling  is  currently  practiced  by  several 
neighboring  towns.    The  costs  experienced  are  approximately  $1.00 
per  location  per  month.    Thus  the  total  gross  cost  of  this  operation 
to  Topsfield  should  be  approximately  $15,000.  per  year.  Actually, 
because  this  method  would  greatly  reduce  the  costs  of  operating  the 
present  Town  Dump,  the  net  added  cost  of  adopting  the  proposed  method 
of  refuse  disposal  would  be  somewhat  less  than  $15,000  per  year. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  the  activities  of  the  present  dump  site 
be  limited  for  use  only  as  a  disposal  location  for  organic  materials 
such  as  stump,  brush,  etc.,  by  permit  from  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Topsfield  Board  of  Health. 

It  is  finally  recommended  that  the  funds  to  cover  the  above 
recommended  contract  be  included  in  the  Board  of  Health  Budget  for  1968, 
and  the  implementation  of  this  recommendation  be  effected  as  soon  as 
possible  thereafter. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 


William  C.  Abbott 
Walter  K.  Anderson 
Dean  L.  Harwood 
Reynold  B.  Nippe 
George  H.  Gage,  Chairman 
Sanitation  Committee 


Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  gave  a  Report  of  the  Beard  of  Health 
Relative  to  the  Establishing  of  a  Regional  Health  District. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
ESTABLISHING  OF  A  REGIONAL  HEALTH  DISTRICT 


The  Board  of  Health  in  the  past  year  has  had  many  discussions  as  to 
the  activities  and  duties  of  a  Board  of  Health. 

In  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  Board  of 
Selectment  are  one  and  the  same.    Nearly  half  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men's time  is  on  Board  of  Health  matters. 

In  the  past,  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having  at  least  one  member 
of  the  Board  who  is  either  retired  or  semi-retired.    He  has  been  able 
to  spend  considerable  time  at  the  Town  Hall  during  the  week.  This 
circumstance  may  not  necessarily  be  true  for  the  future. 

It  was,  therefore,  deemed  advisable  to  see  if  other  towns  in  the  area 
would  be  interested  in  setting  up  a  Regional  Health  District  under 
State  Statute  Chapter  111  Section  27A. 

Topsfield  alone  could  not  utilize  or  afford  a  full  time  professional 
in  this  capacity. 

Boxford  and  Wenham  have  indicated  their  interest  in  establishing  this 
Health  District  with  Topsfield. 

In  order  to  start  the  program  off  it  seemed  equitable  for  Topsfield 
to  take  40  percent,  Boxford  40  percent,  and  Wenham  20  percent,  of 
the  Health  Agent's  talents  and  expenses,  percentages,  of  course, 
would  be  hashed  over  every  year. 

The  Health  Agent's  duties  would  be  everything  to  do  with  health 
matters  including  environmental  sanitation,  animal  inspector,  immuniza- 
tion, milk  inspector,  and  other  such  duties. 

The  1967  cost  of  these  various  items  was  approximately  $8,000.00.  In 
1968  the  cost  would  have  to  be  increased  to  $9,000.00  without  a  Health 
Agent  or  District.    With  the  District,  the  cost  would  be  approximately 
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$11,000.00  or  an  increase  of  $2,500.00 

The  Board  of  Health  feels  that  the  benefits  to  the  Town  with  this 
set  up  for  the  slight  additional  cost  would  be  paid  back  many  times. 

Topsfield  has  an  additional  advantage  in  that  the  Health  Agent 
would  have  his  office  in  our  Town  Hall. 

The  proposed  Health  District  will  be  voted  on  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  March  4,  1968  and  by  giving  the  report  at  this  Special  Town 
Meeting  it  is  hoped  that  the  Town  will  give  this  matter  serious 
thought  and  vote  favorably  on  it  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

If  there  are  any  questions,  we  would  be  happy  to  try  and  answer  them. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Board  of  Health 
Both  reports  were  declared  received  by  the  Moderator. 


Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  Coppermine  Road 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section  21  of  the  General  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Mr.  Benjamin  English,  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board,  explained  that 
the  road  has  been  unused  for  years  and  is  severed  by  Route  One. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  to  discontinue  Coppermine  Road  and 
the  Town  so  voted. 


Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  convey  the  area  known  as  Coppermine  Road  to  the  abutters  for 
not  less  than  One  and  00/100  ($1.00)  Dollar  to  be  paid  by  each  abutter 
for  such  conveyance.    The  Moderator  informed  the  meeting  that  a  2/3 
vote  was  required  on  this  article. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town,  voted  unanimously  to 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  convey  the  area  known  as  Copper- 
mine Road  to  the  abutters  for  not  less  than  $1.00  to  be  paid  by  each 
abutter  for  such  conveyance. 
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Fourth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject,  or  amend  and 
adopt  an  amendment  to  the  BUILDING  CODE  FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD  by 
adding  Article  XXI  as  follows: 

Article  XXI  SWIMMING  POOLS 

Section  1.  Definitions . 

A.  Swimming  pool;  means  and  includes  every  artificial  pool  of 
water  having  a  depth  of  two  feet  or  more  at  any  point  and  used  for 
swimming  or  bathing,  located  indoors  or  outdoors,  together  with  the 
bathhouses,  equipment  and  appurtenances  used  in  connection  therewith. 

B.  Kading  pool;  means  an  artificial  pool  of  water  in  a  basin 
having  a  maximum  depth  of  less  than  two  feet  and  intended  chiefly  as 
a  wading  place  for  children. 

C.  Permanently  installed;  means  a  pool  that  is  constructed  into 
the  ground  or  that  is  immovable  or  that  is  constructed  or  set  upon  the 
ground  and  is  capable  of  containing  1400  cubic  feet  of  water. 

Section  2.  Swimming  Pools. 

No  permanently  installed  swimming  pool  or  wading  pool,  either 
public  or  private,  shall  hereafter  be  installed  without  a  permit  first 
being  issued  by  the  building  inspector. 

For  purposes  of  this  Code,  all  public  and  semi-public  swimming 
pools  and  wading  pools  shall  be  subject  to  the  regulations  under  Article 
VI  of  the  Sanitary  Code,  Department  of  Public  Health,  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  adopted  in  accordance  with  Section  V  of  Chapter  111  of 
General  Laws.    Private  pools  or  pools  accessory  to  residences  shall 
be  subject  to  the  hereinafter  listed  regulations: 

A.  Drainage  of  Pools.  All  permanently  installed  pools  shall  be 
provided  with  an  outlet  of  sufficient  size  located  at  the  deepest 
point  to  permit  the  pool  to  be  drained  in  a  reasonable  time  or  with 
a  pump  of  sufficient  capacity  to  allow  the  pool  to  be  emptied  in  the 
same  time  as  if  an  outlet  were  used.    The  outlet  opening  shall  be 
covered  with  a  suitable  metal  grate  which  shall  have  a  total  area  equal 
to  four  (4)  times  that  of  the  outlet  pipe. 

B.  Scum  Gutters :  Scum  gutters  may  be  used  in  permanently  install- 
ed pools.  They  shall  extend  around  the  entire  pool  perimeter  and  shall 
be  provided  with  drains  at  least  two  (2)  inches  in  diameter  located 

at  ten  (10)  foot  intervals.    Drains  shall  be  connected  to  a  suitable 
outlet  pipe  through  a  trap  to  a  drainage  system  away  from  the  pool. 
The  outlet  pipe  must  be  separate  and  distance  from  the  drainage  pipe 
specified  in  A,  above,  and  shall  be  at  least  twice  the  diameter  of 
the  gutter  drains.    Skim  filters  may  be  used  in  place  of  scum  gutters. 


C.  Circulation  of  Water.  Provisions  must  be  made  to  equip  the 
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permanently  installed  pool  in  such  a  manner  that  the  pool  water  will 
be  maintained  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition  at  all  times. 

A  continuous  supply  of  clear  water  shall  be  provided  for  in 
order  to  completely  change  or  filter  the  water  in  the  pool  at  least 
once  in  each  sixteen  (16)  hour  period. 

If  a  filtering  device  is  used,  either  the  hand  type,  cartridge 
type  or  diatomaceous  earth  type  will  be  acceptable  provided  the  man- 
ufacturer certified  its  capacity.    Either  gravity  or  pressure  type 
may  be  used. 

Piping  for  recirculating  systems  shall  be  kept  entirely  separate 
from  the  town  or  domestic  supply  system,  which  shall  have  no  physical 
connection  therewith.    The  water  supply  pipe  shall  discharge  into  the 
pool  above  the  rim. 

D.  Sanitation.  Means  shall  be  provided  for  the  sanitation  of  the 
water  of  permanently  installed  pools  and  the  removal  of  solids  sus- 
pended in  the  water  of  deposited  on  the  sides  or  bottom  of  the  pool. 

E.  Construction.  Permanently  installed  pools  shall  be  constructed 
water-tight  and  the  inside  surface  shall  be  made  of  a  smooth,  non-ab- 
sorbent material,  with  rounded  or  square  corners,  and  so  constructed 

as  to  be  easily  kept  clean.    Complete  plans  of  all  permanently  in- 
stalled pools,  including  accessories  in  connection  therewith,  must  be 
approved  by  the  building  inspector  before  any  construction  or 
alteration  is  taken. 

F.  All  permanently  installed  pools,  public  or  otherwise,  and  all 
other  pools  capable  of  retaining  over  two  and  one  half  (2-1/2)  feet 

of  water,  shall  be  fully  enclosed  by  a  suitable  fence  not  less  than 
five  (5)  feet  in  height,  and  containing  a  gate  which  can  be  secured 
by  a  lock  to  insure  small  children  being  barred  from  the  swimming 
pool  area. 

G.  Plot  Plans.  A  complete  plot  plan  must  be  filed  with  the 
building  inspector. 

H.  Zoning  By-Laws.  All  swimming  pool  construction  must  comply 
with  the  Zoning  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield. 

I .  Grounding.  No  permit  for  the  erection  of  a  swimming  pool  shall 
be  issued  until  a  wiring  permit  to  a  licensed  electrician  has  first 
been  obtained  to  assure  the  proper  grounding  of  a  pool,  in  accordance 
with  the  Massachusetts  Electrical  Code. 

J.  Fees  for  such -permits  shall  be  according  to  the  following 
schedule  based  on  fair  valuations  as  determined  by  the  Building 
Inspector: 
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Value 


Fee 


$1      to  $500 
501      to  1,000 

1.000  to  5,000 

5.001  to  10,000 
over  10,000 


$  2,00 
$  4.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$20.00 


The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  that 
no  action  be  taken  on  this  article  as  the  language  was  found  to  be 
ambiguous  as  to  make  the  amendment  unenforceable  and  suggested  further 
study  before  being  presented  to  the  Town  again. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  repair  damage  done  by  the  recent 
fire  to  the  Town  Garage,  and  replace  and  repair  equipment  destroyed 
or  damaged  by  said  fire,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
transfer  from" surplus  revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $10,700.00 
to  be  used  to  repair  damage  done  to  the  Town  Garage  by  the  December 
1967  fire  and  to  replace  and  repair  equipment  destroyed  or  damaged 
by  that  fire. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  purchase,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner,  a  Heavy 
Duty  Dump  Truck  and  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommende4  and  the  Town  voted  unanimously  to 
transfer  from  surplus  revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $7,500.00 
to  be  used  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase ,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Road  Commissioner,  a  Heavy  Duty  Dump  Truck. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner  to  purchase  a  new  or  used 
sidewalk  plow  and  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from 
surplus  revenue  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,000.00  to  be  used  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commission- 
er, a  new  or  used  sidewalk  plow. 

After  some  discussion  on  this  article,  the  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee  was  so  voted  by  the  Town. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  or  disapprove  the  $2,750,000.00 
debt  authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School  Committee  of  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School  District  on  February  10,  1968  for  construct- 
ing and  equipping  an  addition  or  additions  to  the  District  School. 
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The  F^nj-mce  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  the 
$2  750  .0  00.00  debt  authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School 
CommitU^  °f  *-h.e  Masconomet  regional  school  district  on  February  10, 
1968  for   constructing  and  equipping  an  addition  or  additions  to  the 
District  ;Sr-hool. 

The  three  mei  ^bers  from  Topsfield  on  the  Regional  District  School 
Committee  all    spoke  on  the  needs  for  the  Masconomet  Regional  School 
and  why  this  a  ™unt  was  required. 

After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Lawrence  Ives  made  a  motion  that  a  secret 
ballot  be  held  ar^d  this  was  seconded.    After  further  discussion  on 
this  motion,  the    Moderator  said  that  a  standing  vote  would  be  required 
to  have  a  secret  ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favo^  of  having  a  secret  ballot ....  483 

Those  against  ihaving  a  secret  ballot  413 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  secret  ballot  would  be  conducted  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  discussion  on  this  article  with  numerous 
voters  speaking  for  and  against  said  article.    Mr.  William  McTigue 
then  moved  that  George  Fowler,  a  student  at  Masconomet,  be  permitted 
to  address  the  meeting.    This  motion  was  seconded  and  the  Town  so 
voted.    Mr.  Fowler  gave  a  talk  on  why  this  motion  to  approve  the 
$2,750,000.00  debt  should  be  voted  on  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Elmer  Ash  then  made  a  motion  to  cut  off  debate  and  it  was  seconded. 
The  Moderator  declared  that  a  2/3  vote  is  necessary  to  cut  off  debate. 
As  there  were  931  voters  present,  and  only  three  voted  against  this 
motion,  the  motion  carried  that  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
be  voted  on  by  secret  ballot.    This  secret  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 
Those  in  favor  of  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  to 
approve  the  $2,750,000.00  debt  for  constructing  and  equipping 

an  addition  or  additions  to  the  District  School  412 

Those  against...  516 

The  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  failed  to  carry. 

Mr.  Elmer  Ash  made  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  meeting  which  was  *econcfed 
and  the  Moderator  declared  the  meeting  adjourned  at  11:55  P.M. 


A  True  Copy 

Attest 

Francis  N.  Carter 
Town  Clerk 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
March  4,  1968 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:04  P.M.  and  he 
stated  a  quorun  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable  stating 
that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  Law.  The 
Town  Clerk  called  to  attention  a  typographical  error  on  Page  157  of 
the  Town  Report  in  the  Finance  Committee's  report.    The  figure  in  the 
second  paragraph  should  be  $221,175.00  instead  of  $22,175.00 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  read 
the  following: 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  take  this  opportunity  to  pay  tribute  to  a  man 
whose  retirement  from  Town  affairs  and,  in  particular,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  was  announced  on  January  16,  1968. 

William  C.  Abbott,  Sr.  has  served  the  Town  in  many  capacities 
over  the  past  twenty-five  years.    His  official  duties  consisted 
of: 

7  years  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee- 4  years  as  Chairman 
6  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors -3  years  as  Chairman 
5  years  a  member  of  Board  of  Selectmen- 4  years  as  Chairman 
3  years  a  member  of  Town  Forest  Committee, 

In  addition,  Mr.  Abbott  spent  many  years  in  Scouting  and  was 

one  of  the  original  sponsors  of  Topsfield' s  first  Boy  Scout  Troop. 

Bill  has  been  a  loyal  and  dedicated  public  servant  and  we  feel 
the  Town  has  been  most  fortunate  in  having  an  official  of  his 
experience  and  proven  ability  during  its  years  of  growth,  in 
particular,  one  who  devoted  in  a  generous  manner  so  much  of  his 
time  and  energy  to  his  duties. 

Our  image  of  him  is  not  synonymous  with  retirement  and  we  wish 
Bill  many  healthy,  happy  and  active  years  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  and  we  trust  he  will  return,  upon  occasion,  to  visit 
with  old  friends  and  renew  political  memories. 
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Bill  Abbott  --  for  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  we  say  THANK  YOU! 

Board  of  Selectmen 

Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 
John  A.  Sanger 

Following  the  reading  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Abbott  was  given  a 
standing  ovation. 


Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors: 


Barbara  L.  Goodpaster 

Homemaker 

1966 

Harold  T.  Fletcher 

Automotive  Eng. 

1966 

David  Lampert 

Business  Mgr. 

1966 

Richard  F.  Ray 

Adve  rt  i  s  ing 

1966 

Prudence  W.  Holman 

Homemaker 

1966 

Thomas  L.  Re  id 

Engineer 

1966 

George  D.M.  Cunha 

Res torationist 

1966 

John  B .  Gamans 

Retired 

1966 

Clayton  F.  Rock 

Retired 

1966 

Walter  L.  Hall 

Bank  Clerk 

1966 

James  V.  Baxter 

Retired 

1967 

John  R.  Bond 

Engineer 

1967 

James  H.  Goss 

Radar  Tech. 

1967 

John  A.  Gourley,  Jr. 

Manager 

1967 

John  M.  Sullivan 

General  Contractor 

1967 

Richard  C.  Brisbois 

State  Police 

1967 

Lawrence  J.  Hyde 

Planner 

1967 

Roy  M.  Somes 

Clerk 

1967 

Ralph  G.  Hatt,  Jr. 

Engineer 

1967 

Richard  Skeffington,  Jr. 

Book  Binder 

1967 

Donald  H.  Colter,  Jr. 

Engineer 

1967 

Dorman  W.  Bur ley 

Newspaper  Mgr. 

1967 

Ronald  Peverly,  Jr. 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

1967 

Robert  E.  Betts 

Plant  Mgr. 

1967 

Elwood  D.  Bickford 

Biologist 

1967 

H.  Sargent  Whittier 

Sales  Mgr. 

1967 

George  A.  Ross 

Manager 

1967 

Thelma  DesMaisons 

Homemaker 

1967 

Olivia  F.  Fraher 

Homemaker 

1967 

Estelle  R.  Levesque 

Homemaker 

1967 

Mabel  W.  Mueller 

Homemaker 

1967 

Mary  Slachta 

Homemaker 

1967 

Leslie  L.  Devanna,  Sr. 

Retired 

1968 

Charles  0.  Leach 

Retired 

1968 

Mary  W.  Sanger 

Homemaker 

1968 
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Alma  E.  Ives 
Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 
Eileen  S.  Desmarais 
Martha  W.  Barber 
Alan  S.  Wiswell 
T.  More land  Wetmore 
Robert  H.  Sanders 
Lorraine  Onufry 
Robert  A.  Richman 
Constance  R.  Barker 
Russell  E.  Lord 
Willard  A.  Flagg,  Jr. 
Campbell  P.  Steward 
William  G.  Stieritz 
Sigmund  H.  Eskind 
Louise  R.  Murray 


Purch.  Agent 
Homemaker 


Homemaker 
Machinist 
Homemaker 
Homemaker 
Engineer 


Draftsman 
Homemaker 
Engineer 
Homemaker 
Sales  Mgr. 
Elec.  Eng. 
Engineer 
Engineer 


Ins.  Broker 


1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1968 


It  was  then^moved  and  seconded  that  the  Jury  List  be  accepted  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1968  and  January  1,  1969,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes 
as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  Revenue  for  the  financial 
years  beginning  January  1,  1968" and  January  1,  1969,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and 
to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than 
one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  made  a  motion  that  Article  32  be  advanced 
before  Article  4  -  this  was  seconded  and  so  voted  and  Article  32  is 
advanced. 

Thirty- second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  a  Regional 
Health  District  under  Chapter  111,  Section  27A  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended  with  the  Town  of  Boxford  and  the  Town  of  Wenham  and  in  the 
event  that  the  Town  of  Wenham  does  not  vote  to  join  the  said  District 
at  its  next  annual  Town  Meeting,  then  to  establish  the  said  Regional 
Health  District  with  the  Town  of  Boxford,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  so  voted  the  above 
Article  as  written. 
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Article  Fourth  was  then  presented  to  the  floor. 


Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

1.    That  the  Town  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  the 
elective  officers  from  January  1,  1968  as  follows: 

Tom  Clerk  $1,000.00 
Tree  Warden- aggregate  not 
to  exceed  $600.00  to  be 
charged  to  applicable  Moth, 
Shade  Tree,  and  Elm  Beetle 
appropriations . 

Road  Commissioner  7,100.00 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 
Chairman  100.00 
Clerk  275.00 
Other  Member  100.00 


Moderator 

$  30.00 

Selectmen 

Chairman 

400.00 

Clerk 

800.00 

Other  member 

300.00 

Treasurer 

3,000.00 

Town  Collector 

3,000.00 

Assessors 

Chairman 

1,500/00 

Clerk 

750.00 

Other  member 

750.00 

Planning  Board 

Chairman 

350.00 

Clerk 

250.00 

2.  That  the  Town  raise, 
following  budget: 


and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the 


General  Government 

Moderator  $       30 . 00 

Selectmen  1,500.00 

Town  Accountant  600.00 

Town  Treasurer  3,000.00 

Town  Collector  3,000.00 

Assessors  3,000.00 
Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200.00 

Trust  Fund  Clerk  50.00 

Town  Clerk  1,000.00 

Planning  Board  600.00 

Lister  400.00 


13,380.00 


Town  Officer's  Expenses  21,000.00 

34,380.00 


Elections 
Town  Hall 

Selectmen's  Special 


5,000.00 
7,000.00 
1,000.00 
14,000.00 
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Protection  of  Persons  §  Property      (6.09%  of  total) 


Police  Department  $  45,130.00 

Fire  Department  17,405.00 

Communications  18,091.00 

Moth  Department  1,430.00 

Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Department  400.00 

Shade  Tree  Department  3,850.00 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  4,400.00 

Poison  Ivy  Control  100.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,500.00 

Town  Forest  250,00 

Building  Inspector  2,000.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  800.00 

Gas  Inspector  800.00 

Dog  Fund  300.00 

Dog  Officers  Expenses  520.00 

Civilian  Defense  2,200.00 

Conservation*  850.00 
Total  Protection  of  Persons  §  Property  100,026.00 


Health  and  Sanitation      (1.19%  of  total) 


Health  Department 
Town  Dump 


11,500.00 
8,000.00 
19,500.00 


Highways      (5.27%  of  total) 

General  28,000.00 

Removing  Snow  §  Ice  30,000.00 

Chapter  81,  Maintenance  7,200.00 

Chapter  90,  Maintenance  5,000.00 

Chapter  90,  New  Construction  4,829.00 

Road  Machinery  Fund  5,000. 00 

Street  Lighting  6,500.00 

Total  Highways  86,529.00 

Charities      (1.66%  of  total) 

Including  General  Relief  Salaries,  27,226.00 

Administration  and  Expenses  of 

Welfare  Board;  Aid  to  Disabled 

Persons;  Cash  and  other  Aid  to 

Dependent  Children;  Salaries, 

Administration  and  other  Aid 

for  Old  Age  Assistance 

Water  Department      (2.12%  of  total)  34,820.00 
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Planning  Board      (  .03%  of  total) 

Up-dating  Town  Map  and  Street  numbers  50.00 

Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses   475. 00 

525.00 

Education,  School  Dept.  -  Elementary  (28.64%  of  total) 

General  Expenses  18,111.00 

Expenses  of  Instruction  338,048.00 

Auxiliary  Agencies  51,479.00 

Operation  and  Maintenance  of  plant  50,827.00 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  5,911.00 

Community  Services  2,110.00 

Programs  with  other  districts  3,960.00 


Masconomet  Regional  District  School 


470,446.00 


(Operating  -  36.14%  of  total) 
(Debt  -  3.90%  of  total) 

General  Control  1967  apportionment  593,679.41 
Net  Debt  apportionment  64,134.34 

657,813.75 

Library      (1.33%  of  total) 

Operation  and  Expenses  21,925.00 
Recreation      (  .43%  of  total) 

Park  Department  4,615.00 
Recreational  Facilities  §  Improvements  2 ,500.00 

7,115.00 

Cemeteries      (  .57%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  9,307.00 
Pensions      (1.04%  of  total) 

Essex  County  Retirement  Fund  17,032.73 

Soldiers'  Benefits      (  .82%  of  total) 

Veterans'  Service  Center  1,400.00 
Veterans'  Benefits  12,000.00 

13,400.00 
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Unclassified      (1.42%  of  total) 


Town  reports  2,000.00 

Memorial  Day  Observance  750.00 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Graves  50.00 

Insurance  13,000.00 

Long  Range  School  Planning  200.00 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  7,400.00 

23,400.00 

Interest  on  Long  Term  Bonds      (1 . 61%  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  -  5/61  536.25 

Water  Bonds  -  5/49  787.50 

Water  Bonds  -  8/66  5,796.00 

School  Bonds  -  8/51  760.00 

School  Bonds  -  9/54  700.00 

School  Bonds  -  3/62  11,600.00 

School  Remod.  Bonds  -  8/65  750.00 

Town  Hall  Remod.  Bonds  -  8/66  1,134.00 

Library  Remod.  Bonds  -  8/66  1,134.00 

23,197.75 


Interest  on  Short  Term  Notes 

3,200.00 

26,397.75 

Maturing  Bonds  -  Principal  (4.81% 

of  total) 

Water  Bonds  -  5/61 

3,000.00 

Water  Bonds  -  5/49 

10,000.00 

Water  Bonds  -  8/66 

15,000.00 

School  Bonds  -  8/51 

10,000.00 

School  Bonds  -  9/54 

5,000.00 

School  Bonds  -  3/62 

25,000.00 

School  Remod.  Bonds  -  8/65 

5,000.00 

Town  Hall  Remod.  Bonds  -  8/66 

3,000.00 

Library  Remod.  Bonds  -  8/66 

3,000.00 

79,000.00 

Total  Budget  Recommendations 

$1,642,843.23 

Total  Special  Articles  Estimated 

86,328.21 

Total  All  Recommendations 

1,729,171.44 

Estimated  State  Charges 

51,000.00 

Grand  Total  All  Recommendations 

and  Estimates  $1,780,171.44 


The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  the  1968  budget 
accordance  with  the  amounts  set  forward  in  this  Article. 
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Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  From  Welfare  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Welfare  Department. 

(b)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees. 

(c)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(d)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(e)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate 
all  or  any  part  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  Funds  named  above  to  the 
respective  departments. 

Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  $1,500.00  from 
the  receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  overlay  Surplus  Reserve  the  sum  of  $10,000.00  for  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1968. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,612.21  to  pay  outstanding  bills  con- 
tracted prior  to  January  1,  1968  by  the  Water  Department. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  the  above  Article 
as  written. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $14,100.00  to  meet  the  State's  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  work  on  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  reimbursements 
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from  the  State  to  be  restored,  upon  their  receipt,  to  unappropriated 
available  funds  in  the  treasury. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
of  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $14,486.00  to  meet  the  State  and  County's 
share  of  the  work  on  Chapter  90,  construction,  reimbursements  from  the 
State  and  County  to  be  restored,  upon  their  receipt,  to  unappropriated 
available  funds  in  the  treasury. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616  Acts  of  1967  a 
total  sum  of  Seven  Thousand  Four  Hundred  Eighty-three  and  26/100 
($7,483.26)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and 
appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said 
Acts. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  from 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616,  Acts  of 
1967,  a  total  sum  of  Seven  Thousand  and  Four  Hundred  Eighty- three  and 
26/100  ($7,483.26)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and 
appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  cons-truction  purposes  as  already 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said 
Acts. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1966  Police 
Station  Wagon  and,  purchase  and  equip  a  Station  Wagon  to  be  used  as  a 
Police  Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,300.00  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  with  the  money  so  provided  to  purchase  and  equip  for  the 
Police  Department  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  a  Station 
Wagon  to  be  used  as  a  Police  Cruiser. 
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Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended, 
to  enter  into  a  lease  with  The  Congregational  Church  of  Tops fie Id  for 
certain  property  in  Topsf ield  bounded  and  described  as  follows : 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  line  between  the  property  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield  and  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Jordan,  said  point  is  located  300  feet  easterly  from  East  Common 
Street;  thence  running  southerly  530  feet  more  or  less  to  an  iron 
pipe  and  stake  located  near  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the  Tennis 
Court;  thence  running  westerly  300  feet  more  or  less  to  East  Common 
Street  at  its  intersection  with  High  Street;  thence  running  south- 
easterly along  said  High  Street  212  feet  to  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Williams;  thence  running  northeasterly  220.6  feet  by  land  of  said 
Williams  to  a  stake;  thence  running  southeasterly  250  feet  to  a 
brook;  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction  on  various  courses 
along  said  brook  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Qnufry,  land  nor  or 
formerly  of  Northey  and  other  land  of  said  Church  to  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Jordan;  thence  turning  and  running  westerly  by  said 
Jordan  land  to  the  point  of  beginning;  being  a  portion  of  the 
premises  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Congregational  Church  Center, 
Topsfield,  Mass.    Surveyed  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond  Reg'd  Surv.  Aug.  2, 
1960.    Scale  1"  =  50ft." 
said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners;  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
such  lease,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy  of  said  plan 
is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  so  voted  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  accordance  with  Chapter  45,  Section  14  of 
the  General  Laws  as  amended,  to  enter  into  a  lease  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Topsfield  for  the  property  (as  described  in  Article 
15th,  above)  said  property  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners;  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $5.00  as  consideration  for  a  five  year  lease  of  the  described 
property. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that  portion  of 
Woodside  Road  and  Mansion  Drive  which  is  shown  as  "area  3128  S.F."  on 
a  plan  entitled  "PARTITION  OF  LOT  Formerly  Numbered  43  MANSION  DRIVE 
Prepared  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv.  Feb.  14,  1967    Scale  1"  = 
50  ft.",  in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section  21  of  the  General 
Laws.  (A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town  so 
voted. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if- the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  sell  and  convey  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  Gerald  F. 
Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  43  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts 
for  not  less  than  Two  Hundred  and  00/100  ($200.00)  Dollars 
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The  land  situated  at  the  intersection  of  Woodside  Road  and  Mansion 
Drive  being  shown  as  "area  3128  S.F."  on  plan  of  land  entitled, 
"PARTITION  OF  LOT  Formerly  Numbered  43  MANSION  DRIVE  Prepared  by 
C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Reg'd  Surv.  Feb.  14,  1967     Scale  1"  =  50  ft.", 
and  more  particularly  bounded  and  described  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  an  iron  pipe  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Mansion 
Drive  by  land  of  Gerald  F.  Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  the  line 
runs  southwesterly  and  westerly  along  an  arc  curving  to  the  right 
with  radius  of  96.73  feet  for  a  distance  of  155.94  ft.  to  a  point 
by  Woodside  Road;  thence  N.  39 °  09'  20"  W.  to  a  stake  by  Woodside 
Road,  a  distance  of  8.54  feet;  thence  S.  820  26'  20"E.  by  land  of 
Gerald  F.  Rourke  146.92  ft.  to  the  point  of  beginning;  containing 
an  area  of  3128  square  feet. 
Reserving  unto  the  inhabitants  of  me  Town  of  Topsfield  the  right  to 
maintain,  repair  or  reconstruct  a  pipe  existing  on  the  property  de- 
scribed above,  within  an  easement  12  feet  in  width,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  €he  natural  flow  and  any  storm  drainage  from  Woodside 
Road  to  Pye  Brook;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.  (A  copy 
of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town  so 
voted. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1967,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as 
may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a  grant 
of  $837.75  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1967,  said  grant 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such 
purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Nineteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $850.00  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library 
Department  to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be 
rendered  to  the  School  Department. 

Twentieth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $6,000.00  from  surplus  revenue  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 
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Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the 
assessors  to  take  a  'sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy 
for  the  current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town 
so  voted. 

Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  2,  Lot  2A  and  a  general  easement  over  Lot  3A  as  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  Owned  By  Normandy  Realty  Trust 
Scale  1"  =  60'    June  5,  1967    Hayes  Engineering  Inc.  Melrose.  Being 
a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm","  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody  as  he  is  Trustee  of  the  Normandy 
Realty  Trust,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  Town  accept  the  gift  conveyance 
outlined  in  the  Article,  "and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Twenty- third  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  3A  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  Owned 
By  Normandy  Realty  Trust  Scale  1"  =  60'  Hayes  Engineering  Inc.  Mel- 
rose. Being  a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm",  "  and  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody  as  he  is  Trustee  of 
the  Normandy  Realty  Trust,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  Town  accept  the  gift  conveyance 
described  in  the  Article  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  Article  Twenty -seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from 
its  present  terminus  at  Pine  Street  northerly  on  Haverhill  Street,  a 
distance  of  approximately  (2,050)  feet;  said  water  main  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  nor  more  than  16  inches  in  diameter  and  including  all 
appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation,  or  take  any  action 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken.    There  was 
some  discussion  on  this  article  and  a  letter  was  read  from  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Perkins,  27  Haverhill  Street  asking  that  the  water  main  be 
extended  by  her  house. 

Mr.  C.  Lawrence  Bond  then  made  the  following  motion: 

Moved  to  amend  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  read: 
"Moved  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $13,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from  its  present 
terminus  at  Pine  Street  northerly  on  Haverhill  Street,  a  distance 
of  approximately  1,200  feet;  said  water  main  to  be  not  less  than 
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six  inches  nor  more  than  sixteen  inches  in  diameter  and  including 
all  appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation." 

This  was  seconded  and  the  motion  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  Finance 

Committee  was  voted  on  but  failed  to  carry. 

The  Finance  Committee  motion  that  no  action  be  taken  was  then  voted 
on  and  so  carried. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  its  share, .as  required  by  law,  of  the 
cost  of  providing  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients  who  may 
be  residents  of  the  Town. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

Twenty -sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a^sum  of  money  to  be'  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise  the  sum 
of  Four  Hundred  Twenty-five  ($425.00)  Dollars  and  appropriated  same  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  provide  pay- 
ment for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health 
Association  of  the  North  Shore  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section 
5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twenty - s e venth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  vote  of 
the  Town  concerning  Article  Fourth  of  the  November  23,  1964  Town  Meet- 
ing which  vote  authorized  the  purchase  of  the  Christian  Lantz  property 
for  $1,000.00,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  rescind  the 
vote  of  the  Town  concerning  Article  Fourth  of  the  November  23,  1964 
Town  Meeting,  which  vote  authorized  the  purchase  of  the  Christian 
Lantz  property  for  $1,000.00 

Twenty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Clerk  for  bind- 
ing and  indexing  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Town,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise  the  sum 
of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500.00)  and  to  appropriate  same  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Town  Clerk  for  binding  and  indexing  the  Vital  Statistics 
of  the  Town. 
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Twnety- ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the 
subject  of  Article  twenty- seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting 
and  .  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Water  Commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  of  installing  a  section  of  pipe  12  inches  in 
diameter  across  the  Newburyport  Turnpike  at  the  intersection  of  said 
turnpike  with  Salem  Road  and  including  all  appurtenances  incidental  to 
said  installation  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the 
sum  of -$2,400.00  from  the  unexpended  balance  from  the  completed  water 
extension  project  which  was  the  subject  of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of 
the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and  appropriate  said  sum  of  money  to 
be  expended  by  the  Water  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  installing 
a  section  of  12  inch  diameter  pipe  across  the  Newburyport  Turnpike  at 
intersection  of  said  turnpike  with  Salem  Road  and  including  all 
appurtenances  incidental . to  said  installation. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Long-Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirty- first  of  the  March  5,  1962  Town  Meeting)  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  an  architect  to  prepare  preliminary  designs  and 
specifications  for  the  construction  of  a  new  school  and/or  make  addi- 
tions to  present  structures  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or  legal 
expenses  connected  therewith,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $25,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Long-Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  retaining 
an  architect  to  prepare  designs  and  specifications  for  the  construction 
of  an  addition  to  the  Steward  School  and  to  pay  any  incidental  or 
legal  expenses  connected  therewith.    After  some  discussion  on  this 
Article,  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  voted  on  and 
so  carried. 

Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended 
the  by  Long-Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirty-first  of  the  March  5,  1962  Town  Meeting)  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  an  option  for  property  to  be  used  for  a  new 
school  building,  site  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Long-Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
an  option  for  property  to  be  used  for  a  new  school  building  site  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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The  Moderator  then  stated  that  the  meeting  was  adjourned  and  would 
reconvene  at  the  Firehouse,  Tuesday  morning,  March  5,  1968  at  7  A.M. 
under  the  direction  of  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
Town  Officials  for  the  ensuing  year.    He  appointed  William  C.  Abbott 
as  Moderator  Pro  Tern. 

At  seven  o'clock  A.M.  Tuesday,  March  5,  1968,  the  polls  were  declared 
open  until  7  P.M.  when  they  were  declared  closed. 

The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows: 


Helena  Taft 
Philip  Kendall 
Marion  Cyr 


Ann  Farrar 
Leslie  Ray 
Virginia  Vitale 


Jean  Kitching 
Constance  Davis 
Pauline  Hyde 


Helen  Thompson 
Dorothy  Day 
Elinore  Ansteensen 
Betty  Healey 


The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  996.  This 
agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 
The  Moderator,  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box 
and  the  whole  number  was  996.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted 
and  declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows: 


Moderator  (1  yr.) 

John  Kimball,  Jr. 
Selectman  (1  yr.) 

Paul  V.  Corning 

Browning  E.  Mare an 
Selectman  (3  yrs.) 

Gilbert  L.  Steward, 
Town  Clerk  (3  yrs.) 

Francis  N.  Carter 


900* 

392 
543* 

Jr.  887* 

937* 


Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (1  yr.) 


Assessor  (3  yrs.j 

Charles  E.  Pethybridge  906^ 
Board  of  Public  Welfare  (3  yrs.) 

Ann  L.  Earl  898* 
School  Committee  (2  yrs.) 

Donald  H.  Cox 
School  Committee  (3  yrs.) 

James  R.  Collins 

Thomas  C.  Leonard 


851* 

794* 
696* 


Road  Commissioner  (1  yr.) 

William  T.  Gamble  911* 
Tree  Warden  (1  yr.) 

Wallace  H.  Knee land  928* 


William  H.  McTigue 


849s 


Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (3  yrs.) 

Evelyn  L.  Fales  893* 

Alan  K.  Radack  731* 
Constable  (1  yr.) 

Theodore  J.  Williams  905* 
Park  Commissioner  (3  yrs.) 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland  931* 
Commissioner  of  Cemetery  (3  yrs.) 


644* 
290 
(3  yrs.) 
909* 

841* 


Harold  T.  Fletcher 

George  N.  Earle 
Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds 

Francis  N.  Carter 
Water  Commissioner  (1  yr.) 

Lorrin  M.  Pittendreigh 
Water  Commissioner  (3  yrs.) 

Charles  R.  Mann  868* 
Regional  District  School  Committee  (3  yrs.) 

Thomas  A.  Grady  522* 

Homer  E.  Harris  460 
Planning  Board  (5  yrs.) 

James  R.  Klock  546* 

F.  Parker  Reidy  425 


Those  marked  with  *  elected. 


A  True  Copy 


Attest 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  19,  1968 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:07  P.M.  and  he 
stated  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable  stat- 
ing that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

After  the  Woodbury  Auditorium  was  filled,  the  registered  voters  who 
were  unable  to  get  into  the  auditorium  were  directed  to  go  to  the  up- 
stairs in  the  Town  Hall  where  chairs  had  been  set  up.    Mr.  James  K. 
Castle  was  sworn  in  as  Moderator  in  the  Town  Hall  and  all  tellers  in 
both  places  were  sworn  in.    At  the  Woodbury  Auditorium,  envelopes 
were  given  to  the  voters  with  blue  ballots  in  them,  and  the  envelopes 
in  the  Town  Hall  had  pink  ballots .    Public  address  systems  were  set 
up  in  both  places  and  the  Registrars  had  a  Walkie-talkie. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

There  were  no  reports  from  the  floor. 

Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  or  disapprove  the  $2,750,000.00 
debt  authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School  Committee  of  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School  District  on  March  2,  1968  for  constructing 
and  equipping  an  addition  or  additions  to  the  district  school. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  the 
$2,750,000.00  debt  authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School  Committee 
of  the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  on  March  2,  1968  for  con- 
structing and  equipping  an  addition  or  additions  to  the  district  school. 

Mr.  Warren  Rockwell  asked  the  Moderator  to  exercise  his  perogative  and 
declare  a  secret  ballot  vote  rather  than  have  a  standing  vote  to  get 
a  secret  ballot  vote. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  it  was  for  the  Town  to  determine  whether 
or  not  to  have  a  secret  ballot  and  he  declined  Mr.  Rockwell's  request. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Castner  spoke  for  the  Regional  School  District  Committee 
favoring  the  debt  and  Mr.  Jordan  Patkin  spoke  for  the  Special  Advisory 
Committee  recommending  certain  changes  which,  if  accepted,  would 
realize  a  savings  of  $210,748.00. 
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Walter  Mcintosh  then  moved  that  a  secret  ballot  be  had- -this  motion 
was  seconded  and  so  voted  both  in  the  Town  Hall  and  the  Woodbury 
Auditorium.    This  was  a  standing  vote  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  a  secret  ballot  in  the  Woodbury  Auditorium  551 

Those  in  favor  of  a  secret  ballot  in  the  Town  Hall  126 

Total       ~ 677 


As  there  were  955  registered  voters  admitted  to  both  halls  those 
requesting  a  secret  ballot  were  a  clear  majority  and  the  Moderator 
declared  there  would  be  a  secret  ballot. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Ives  moved  the  question  but  the  Moderator  declared  that 
he  could  not  cut  off  discussion  at  this  point. 

After  further  discussion  in  the  Town  Hall  and  in  the  Woodbury 
Auditorium,  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  was  then  voted  on 


in  secret  ballot  which  resulted  as  follows: 
Those  in  favor  of  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  in  the 

Woodbury  Auditorium  368 

Those  in  favor  of  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  in  the 

Town  Hall  -.   85 

Total  of  those  in  favor  of  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  453 

Those  against  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  in  the 

Woodbury  Auditorium  398 

Those  against  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  at  the 

Town  Hall   .102 

Total  of  those  against  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  500 


The  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  did  not  carry. 

The  Chair  then  entertained  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  meeting  at  10:00 
P.M.    This  was  seconded  and  so  voted. 


A  True  Copy 

Attest 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 


Town  Clerk 
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The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  P.M.  who 
declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon. 


There  were  no  reports. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
JUNE  18,  1968 


transfer  from  available 
specified  in  said 


from  unappropriated 
for  the  stabilization 


consider  Article  Fourth 


Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  unappropriated 
available  funds,  and  appropriate  $2,500.00  for  completing  the  con- 
struction of  bath  house  and  toilet  facilities  located  at  the  Town 
Beach  on  Hoods  Pond,  said  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Town  Recreation  Committee,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town 
funds  and  appropriate  $2,500.00  for  the  purpose 
Article  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Third  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
fund. 

A  motion  was  put  from  the  floor  and  seconded  to 
before  Article  Third  and  the  Town  so  voted. 


Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  con- 
structing, originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  the 
Steward  School,  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  should  be 
raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $409,000.00  for  constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing 
an  addition  to  the  Steward  School;  that  to  raise  this  appropriation 
$95,850.00  shall  be  transferred  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  $75,000.00 
shall  be  transferred  from  Surplus  Revenue  and  the  Treasurer,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow  $238,150.00  and 
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issue  bonds  and  notes  of  the  Town  therefor  under. Chapter  645  of  the 
Acts  of  1948  as  amended,  provided  that  the  amount  of-  the  authorized 
borrowing  shall  be  reduced, by  the  amount  of  any  matching* Stabilization 
Fund  payment  from  the  State ;  and  that  the  Long  Range  School  .Planning 
and  Building  Committee  is  authorized  to  take  all  actions  necessary 
to  carry  out  this  vote. 

The  Town  voted  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  unanimously. 

Third    The  Town  proceeded  to  take  up  Article  Third  as  previously 
mentioned. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
$40,000.00  from  surplus  revenue  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

Fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that  portion  of 
Woods ide  Road  and  Mansion  Drive  which  is  shown  as  ''Lot  B"  on  a  plan 
entitled  "Area  Within  Woodside  Road    Topsfield,  Massachusetts  to  be 
Discontinued?  §  Easement    Surveyed  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Registered 
Surveyor,  April  26,  1968    Scale  1"  =  20"',  in  accordance  with  Chapter 
82,  Section  21  of  the  General  Laws,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto.     (A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken  under  this  Article . 

Mr.  Gerald  F.  Rourke  of  43  Mansion  Drive  made  a  motion,  which  was  duly 
seconded,  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee  recommendation,  but  Mr. 
Rourke 's  motion  did  not  carry. 

Following  further  discussion  from  the  floor,  the  Finance  Committee 
recommendation  that  no  action  be  taken  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  so 
voted. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  sell 
and  convey  the  following  described  parcel  of  land  to  Gerald  F.  Rourke 
and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  43  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  for 
not  less  than  $1.00  (One  Dollar)  and  on  such  other  terms  as  the  said 
Selectmen  consider  proper:  "Lot  B"  on  a  plan  entitled  "Area  Within 
Woodside  Road    Topsfield,  Massachusetts  to  be  Discontinued,  $  Easement 
Surveyed  by  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  Registered  Surveyor,  April  26,  1968 
Scale  1"  =  20"',  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto.     (A  copy 
of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  on  Article 
Sixth  and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  easement  rrom  Gerald 
F.  Rourke  and  Carole  A.  Rourke,  over  land  of  said  Rourkes  off  Mansion 
Drive  and  Woodside  Road  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  unappropriated 
available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Masconomet 
Regional  School  District  for  payment  of  architects  fees  and/or 
expenses  connected  with  the  planning  of  an  addition  to  the  Masconomet 
Regional .School,  or  take  anv  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken  and  the 
Town  so  voted. 

The  Chair  then  entertained  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  meeting  at  9:05 
P.M.    This  was  seconded  and  so  voted. 


A  True  Copy 


Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOM  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  12,  1968 


The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  P.M.  who  de- 
clared a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  has  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon. 

Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  as  Selectman,  read  a  report  relative  to  the 
closing  qf  the  Town  Dump  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Health.    A  copy  of  this  report  will  be  found  under  the  1968 
Board  of  Health  reports . 

Second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Clerk  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  purchase  of  election  equipment 
and  the  construction  of  facilities  for  storing  such  equipment. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken  and  the  Town,  so 
voted. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Health  for  operating  a  Sanitary  Land  Fill  Operation  at  the  Town  Dump 
and  for  other  matters  related  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  transferred 
from  available  funds  and  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Health  for  operating  a  Sanitary  Land  Fill  Operation  at  the  Town  Dump 
and  the  Town  so  voted. 

Fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  $38,678.70  to  the  Mascono- 
met  Regional  School  District  for  preparing  architectural  and  engineer- 
ing plans  for  the  construction  of  an  addition  or  additions  to  the 
Regional  School  together  with  any  remodeling  to  the  existent  buildings 
and  to  determine  how  such  sum  shall  be  raised. 

The  Finance  CommitT.ee  recommended  that  the  Town  transfer  from  available 
funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $38,678.70  to  the  Masconomet  Regional 
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School  District  for  preparing  arthitectural  and  engineering  plans  for 
the  construction  of  an  addition  or  additions  to  the  Regional  School 
together  with  any  remodeling  to  the  existent  buildings. 

Several  question;)  were  put  trom  the  floor  to  clarify  purpose  of  the 
appropriation  and  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  the  financing  and 
bonding  of  the  cost  of  said  school  addition. 

The  motion  was  put  to  a  vote  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chair  then  entertained  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  meeting  at  8:30 
P.M.    This  was  seconded  and  so  voted. 


A  True  Copy 


Attest 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 


Town  Clerk 
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jury  Libi  1969 

James  H.  Goss 

Radar  Tech. 

1967 

John  A.  Gourley,  Jr. 

Manager 

1967 

John  M.  Sullivan 

General  Contractor 

1967 

Richard  C.  Brisbois 

State  Police 

1967 

Lawrence  J.  Hyde 

Planner 

1967 

Roy  M.  Somes 

Clerk 

1967 

Ralph  G.  Hatt,  Jr. 

Engineer 

1967 

Richard  Skeffington,  Jr. 

Bool.  Binder 

196  / 

Donald  H.  Loiter,  Jr. 

Engineer 

i  n  a  n 
190  / 

Dorman  W.  Bur ley 

Newspaper  Manager 

1967 

Ronald  Peverly,  Jr. 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

i  n  a  n 
196  / 

Robert  h.  Betts 

Plant  Manager 

19u  / 

tilwood  D.  Bickrord 

Biologist 

1967 

H.  Sargent  Whittier 

Sales  Manager 

1967 

Es telle  R.  Levesque 

Homemaker 

196  / 

Mary  Slachta^ 

Homemaker 

1967 

Charles  U.  Leach 

Retired 

196o 

Leslie  L.  Devanna,  Sr. 

Retired 

i  n  a  o 
196o 

Mary  W.  Sanger 

Homemaker 

1968 

Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Machinist 

1968 

Eileen  S.  Desmarais 

Homemaker 

1968 

Martha"  W.  Barber 

Homemaker 

1968 

Alan  S.  IM  swell 

Engineer 

1968 

T.  More  land  Wetmore 

Insurance  Broker 

1968 

T-\       1                  ,         TT              (~>                   1  _ 

Robert  H.  Sanders 

Draftsman 

1968 

Lorraine  Qnufry 

Homemaker 

1968 

Robert  A.  Richman 

Engineer 

1968 

Willard  A.  Flagg,  Jr. 

Electrical  Engineer 

1968 

William  G.  Stieritz 

Engineer 

iyoo 

Sigmund  H.  Eskind 

Purchasing  Agent 

iyoo 

Louise  R.  Murray 

Homemaker 

1968 

Frank  A.  Butler 

Chemical  Engineer 

1969 

Mary  B .  Anderson 

Homemaker 

1969 

T.  Arthur  Anderson 

Iron  Ivorker 

1  QAQ 

iyoy 

Barbara  Bond 

Homemaker 

1969 

Robert  Butcher 

iyoy 

Elizabeth  P.  Butcher 

Homemaker 

1  QAQ 

iyoy 

A.  Belman  Carter 

Retired 

iy&y 

Anthony  A.  Lepore 

Truck  Driver 

1  QAQ 

iyoy 

Jennie  M.  Lepore 

Factory  Worker 

1  QAQ 

iyoy 

Blanche  A.  Williams 

Homemaker 

1969 

Judith  S.  Miller 

Homemaker 

1969 

Eleanor  A.  Keniston 

Homemaker 

1969 

Virginia  B.  Wyman 

Homemaker 

1969 

Suzanne  K.  Wilkinson 

Homemaker 

1969 

Dorothy  W.  Johnstone 

Homemaker 

1969 

Dorothy  M.  Bruce 

Homemaker 

1969 

Sims  McGrath 

Real  Estate 

1969 

Mary  F.  Quigley 

Sales  Manager 

1969 

Lester  R.  Snow 

Retired 

1969 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  and  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Following  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  Election  of  1968  the  Selectmen 
met  and  organized.    Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,    Chairman  -  John  Sanger, 
Clerk  and  Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.  third  member. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  also  serve  as  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Boxford,  Topsfield,  Wenham  Health  District  was  set  up  as  directed 
by  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  last  March  and  involved  the  Towns  of  Box- 
ford  and  Wenham.    Mr.  John  Romanski  was  hired  as  the  Health  Agent  for 
the  district  and  the  Board  is  more  than  pleased  with  the  district 
set-up.    It  has  proven  its  worth  many  times  over. 

Regrettably  the  Town  was  forced  to  close  the  Town  Dump  by  the  State 
and  open  a  much  modified  temporary  sanitary  land  fill  adjacent  to  the 
old  dump. 

The  Board  hopes  to  have  a  permanent  solution  to  the  dumping  problem  in 
the  very  near  future,  by  late  Spring  at  the  latest. 

The  solution  will  not  be  cheap.    We  hope  to  be  able  to  solve  the 
situation  for  $1.00  or  $1.50  on  the  tax  rate.     It  would  involve  a  Town 
paid- for  pickup,  and  a  Health  District  operated  land  fill  site. 

The  March  1969  Annual  Town  Meeting  will  have  an  article  to  establish  a 
regional  refuse  disposal  district.    This  is  a  State  Statute  that  would 
allow  us  to  acquire  land  and  spend  Town  funds  for  a  refuse  disposal. 
It  would  be  set  up  on  the  same  basis  as  the  present  Health  District 
using  the  same  personnel  as  the  Health  District  and  costing  us  nothing 
for  the  organization  of  the  refuse  disposal  district.    The  cost  would 
come  from  the  operation  of  the  refuse  disposal  district  and  the  Tri- 
Town  pick-up. 

There  has  been  some  publicity  in  the  past  about  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
being  in  the  MBTA  District.    We  are  in  the  MBTA  District  by  statute 
with  no  prior  consultation  with  Town  Officials  before  it  was  voted  by 
the  State  Legislature  in  1966.    We  have  no  train  service  and  no  bus 
service.    Our  assessment  in  1967  was  just  over  $S00.00  and  in  1968 
according  to  the  newspaper  $3,514.00  and  in  1969  the  estimated  assess- 
ment is  over  $6,100.00  or  $.26  on  the  tax  rate  and  we  have  absolutely 
nothing  to  show  for  it. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  have  control  of  only  25%  of  the  budget  in  Tops- 
field.    Our  part  of  the  Health  District  is  only  $4,800.00  and  the 
benefits  both  present  and  future  are  numerous.    The  $6,100.00  for  the 
MBTA  District  has  no  benefit  to  us  at  all. 

The  Board  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chief  of  Police  initiated  a 
survey  of  the  Police  Department  to  be  done  in  January.    The  Board  felt 
that  where  the  cost  of  Police  protection  in  Town  has  more  than  doubled 
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in  the  past  five  years  it  would  be  wise  to  have  expert  advice  on  the 
orderly  expansion  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  future  and  to  make 
sure  that  our  needs  for  the  present  are  being  met.    The  recommendations 
of  the  survey  will  be  publicized. 

Dr.  Lois  K.  Rogers,  Board  of  Health  Agent,  reports  communicable 
diseases  in  1968  as  follows: 


Dog  Bites  14 

Chicken  pox   8 

Measles   1 

Mumps   4 

Salmonella   1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  L.  STEWARD, JR. ,  Chairman 
JOHN  A.  SANGER,  Clerk 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 


Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Health 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH  REPORT 
(Read  at  Special  Town  Meeting  11/12/68) 

The  Board  of  Health  would  like  to  report  to  the  Town  on  the  status 
of  solid  waste  disposal  in  Massachusetts  in  general  and  Topsfield  in 
particular. 

This  problem  is  not  unique  to  our  Community  nor  to  our  State,  but  it 
is  a  nationwide  problem.    Due  to  the  density  of  the  population  of 
eastern  Massachusetts  it  is  particularly  acute  and  for  some  reason 
it  is  more  acute  north  of  Boston  than  south  of  Boston. 

The  State  has  ordered  us  to  close  our  dump,  which  as  you  are  all 
aware,  was  an  open  burning  dump.    We  then  opened  at  the  end  of 
October,  a  sanitary  land  fill  operation  under  State  supervision.  This 
had  to  be  limited  to  Topsfield  residents  only,  with  no  private  con- 
tractors allowed.    The  area  we  have  to  use  as  a  sanitary  land  fill  is 
just  too  small  to  allow  private  contractors.    There  is  no  way  to  stop 
private  contractors  from  bringing  refuse  from  other  areas  into  our 
operation.    We  cannot  emphasize  enough  that  our  area  is  too  small.  It 
is  only  temporary.    Anyone  presently  using  private  contractors  can 
still  use  them.    It  is  our  understanding  that  for  a  fee  a  private  con- 
tractor can  use  other  areas  much  larger  than  ours .    The  reason  we  had 
to  restrict  this  operation  to  a  weekend  was  a  matter  of  cost. 

For  your  information  the  State  is  working  on  an  addendum  to  the  State 
Sanitary  Code  that  would  automatically  close  all  open  burning  dumps 
in  the  State  six  months  to  a  year  after  the  addendum  goes  into  effect. 
Present  timing  looks  as  though  it  will  go  into  effect  around  March  1, 
1969. 

For  the  long  range  solution  for  Topsfield,  our  thinking  at  the  moment 
is  as  follows : 

As  most  of  you  know,  we  are  in  a  health  district  as  set  up  at  the  last 
Annual  Town  Meeting,  with  the  towns  of  Boxford  and  Wenham.    There  is 
some  question  as  to  whether  the  statute,  Chapter  III,  is  broad  enough 
for  us  to  set  up  a  regional  refuse  disposal  district.    We  are  present- 
ly seeking  a  ruling  from  the  State  Attorney  General's  office  with  the 
able  assistance  of  the  State  Sanitary  Engineer's  office. 

The  State  is  encouraging  the  district  approach.    They  feel  that,  any 
rubbish  disposal  solution  can  be  done  more  economically  jointly.  By 
the  same  token,  if  we  took  any  more  towns  in,  we  would  need  too  big 
a  land  area. 

An  incinerator  is  out  because  of  cost  and  practicality.    The  inciner- 
ators that  are  in  our  area  only  work  part  of  the  time  and  only  burn 
70%  of  the  refuse  so  that  one  still  has  to  dispose  of  301. 

On  a  sanitary  land  fill,  refuse  is  covered  after  each  day's  use,  there 
is  no  odor,  no  fires  unless  it  is  torched  before  it  is  covered,  no 
chance  for  rodents,  and  the  land  can  be  used  afterwards.    The  area 
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needed  is  about  one  acre  per  year  for  every  10,000  people.  The 
population  for  the  three  towns  in  our  health  district  is  presently 
10,500  people.    We  are  looking  for  25  to  30  acres  to  carry  us  for 
about  15  to  20  years  allowing  for  population  expansion.    Our  thinking, 
and  I  emphasize  thinking  because  nothing  has  been  decided,  is  for  our 
health  district,  that  is  Boxford,  Tops field  and  Wenham,  to  set  up  our 
own  sanitary  land  fill  operation,  run  by  the  district,  controlled  by 
the  district,  and  for  the  district.    We  would  buy  the  land,  the  bull- 
dozer,and  to  start  the  operation,  two  compacting  trucks.    We  are 
hopeful  of  possible  Federal  help  on  the  purchase  of  the  bulldozer  and 
site  preparation.    There  is  also  a  possibility  of  State  help,  if  we 
set  up  a  conservation  buffer  zone  around  the  landfill  area. 

We  know-  and  understand  the  hardship  this  dictum  from  the  State  has 
been  on  some  people  and  we  are  truly  sorry.    We  are  hopeful,  however, 
of  having  our  own  integrated  complete  setup  in  operation  before  the 
end  of  next  summer. 

It  might  be  beneficial  for  those  of  you  who  haven't  seen  it  to  take  a 
trip  to  the  land  fill  area  and  see  what  a  tremendous  difference  there 
is  now  in  a  very  short  time  from  the  previous  operation.    There  is  no 
smell,  ho  rodents  and  except  for  the  pike  of  junk  at  the  end  of  the 
ditch,  not  unsightly. 

There  is  a  possibility  on  our  present  site,  when  it  is  completely 
abondened,  of  turning  it  into  the  Highway  Department's  garaging 
location.    Some  areas  are  now  being  turned  into  parks.    One  such  area 
in  Connecticut  that  we  know  of  had  been  a  sanitary  land  fill  for  a 
number  of  years. 

We  the  Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health  pledge  to  the  Town  people  to 
keep  you  informed  through  the  news  media. 

We  sincerely  hope  this  problem  can  be  solved  to  everyone's  satisfaction 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Health 
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REPORT  OF  THE  B-T-W  HEALTH  DISTRICT 

In  accordance  with  action  taken  at  the  Annual  Town  Meetings  of  the 
Town  of  Boxford  on  March  4,  1968,  the  Town  of  Topsfield  on  March  4, 
1968  and  the  Town  of  Wenham  on  March  16,  1968  establishing  a  health 
district  under  the  provisions  of  Section  27A  of  Chapter  111  of  the 
General  Laws,  a  meeting  of  a  joint  committee  composed  of  the  boards  of 
health  was  held  on  July  12,  '•1968.    At  that  time,  John  R.  Romanski, 
Registered  Sanitarian,  was  appointed  as  Director  of  Public  Health, 
effective  July  29,  1968.    The  following  members  were  elected  as 
officers  and  members  of  the  executive  committee: 

Chairman  -  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  (Topsfield) 
Secretary  -  Una  K.  Bakewell  (Boxford) 
Executive  Committee  Member  -  Joseph  F.  Robbins  (Wenham) 
Treasurer  -  Francis  F.  Perry  (Boxford)  Ex-officio  Member 

On  August  20,  1968,  By-Laws  for  the  BTW  Health  District  were  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  higher  standard  of  public  health  in  the 
district  areas  by  group  effort. 

An  environmental  sanitation  inspectional  program  was  instituted,  in- 
cluding bacterial  and  chemical  analysis  as  required,  for  minimum  stan- 
dards of  fitness  for  human  habitation,  housing  and  sanitation  stan- 
dards for  farm  labor  camps,  sanitation  standards  for  recreational 
camps  for  children,  minimum  standards  for  public  swimming  pools, 
sanitation  standards  for  food  service  establishments,  including 
bakeries,  retail  food  stores  and  home  delivery  of  dairy  products  and 
enforcing  all  requirements  for  the  disposal  of  sanitary  sewage  in 
unsewered  areas. 

Eventful  Occurrence:    On  the  basis  of  a  local  complaint,  inspection  of 
a  particular  nationally  known  food  product  revealed  infestation  by 
Indian  Meal  Moth  Larvae.    Although  non-pathogenic  to  humans,  it's 
presence  constituted  adulteration  of  the  product.    This  was  confirmed 
by  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Division  and  respective  coded  lots  dis- 
tributed nationally  were  embargoed  as  part  of  a  consumer  protection 
service . 

Current  plans  contemplate  the  adoption  of  standards  for  installing 
private  water  supply  wells,  testing  of  all  proposed  house  lots  in  a 
sub-division  prior  to  the  approval  of  a  definitive  plan  and  consider- 
ation for  establishing  a  regional  solid  waste  disposal  facility 
(regional  sanitary  landfill) ,  including  a  collection  service  for 
garbage  and  refuse  within  the  three  towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI,  R.S. 
Director  of  Public  Health 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 

TREASURER'S  REPORT  OF  B-T-W  HEALTH  DISTRICT 
AUGUST  20,  1968      THRU     DECEMBER  31,  1968 

RECEIPTS: 

Assessments  -  Member  Towns : 

Boxford  (40%)  $2,400.00 
Topsfield  (40%)  2,400.00 
Wenham  (20%)  1,200.00  $6,000.00 

Interest  Income  -  Savings  Deposit  17.52 
Comm.  of  Mass.  -  Employer  Comp.  -  St.  With.  Tax  2.66 
TOTAL  $6,020.18 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Salaries  $4,499.98 

Automobile  Mileage  414.00 

Telephone  19.80 

Printing  and  Stationery  34.20 

Laboratory  Analysis  48.65 

Treasurer's  Bond  Premium  16.00 

Legal  Services  161.65 

Equipment  Purchases  271.75 

Clerical  Supplies  140.77  $5,626.80 

CASH  BALANCE,  December  31,  1968  $  393.38 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FRANCIS  F.  PERRY,  Treasurer 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Roger  G.  Peabody 


SERGEANT 
Harold  G.  Moore 


REGULAR  PATROLMEN 

Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard 


RESERVE  PATROLMEN 

Roy  H.  Ackerman 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B.  Osborne  Jr. 
Stephen  B.  Tierney 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 


SPECIAL  POLICE 

John  W.  Dwinell 
George  N.  Earle 
James  R.  Swindell 
Richard  C.  Hardy 
Philip  L.  Godbout 


POLICEWOMAN 
Nellie  R.  Peabody 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  citizens  of  Topstield: 
I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for  1968. 
STATISTICAL  REPORT 


Complaints  and  Investigations  1,025 

Accidents  119 

Summonses  ,  197 

Arrests.  50 

Citations  issued  (Warnings -161,  Complaints -117,  Arrests-30)  308 

Defective- equipment  tags  issued  103 

Court  man  hours  407 

Hospital  runs  118 

Assists  270 

House  Checks,  1,288 

House  breaks. 7...  31 

Doors  and  windows  found  open  70 

Property  reported  stolen  $19,436.22 

Property  recovered  .  $36,754.55 

Persons  reported  missing  13 

Persons  found  10 

Resuscitator  calls  1 

Cruiser  mileage  -  781  -  (1966  $  1968  S.W.)  35,916.7 

Cruiser  mileage  -  782  -  (1967  Sedan)  54,596.1 

Malicious  damage  to  property.  69 

Pistol  permits  issued  44 

Bomb  scare   1 

Bicycles  reported  missing  12 

Bicycles  found.  11 

Stolen  cars  5 

Stolen  cars  found  10 

OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONES  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

Abandoning  a  motor  vehicle  on  a  public  way  1 

Allowing  an  improper  person  to  operate  a  motor  vehicle  1 

Assualt  and  battery  1 

Attaching  improper  plates  to  a  motor  vehicle  2 

Being  present  where  narcotics  were  found  -  marijuana  4 


Breaking  and  entering  in  the  daytime  with  intent  to  commit  a 

felony. . .4 

Breaking  and  entering  in  the  nightime  with  intent  to  commit  a 

felony... 4 


Breaking  and  entering  a  motor  vehicle  1 

Drunkeness  10 

Failing  to  keep  right  2 

Failing  to  slow  for  horse  and  rider  1 

Failing  to  slow  for  intersection  1 
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Failing  to  stop  for  a  police  officer  1 

Giving  a  false  name  to  a  police  officer  1 

Having  in  their  possession  an  altered  drivers  license  1 

Knowingly  loan  §  permit  license  to  be  used  by  another  1 

Larceny  from  a  building  5 

Larceny  from  a  motor  vehicle  ,  1 

Larceny  over  $100  2 

Leaving  the  scene  of  an  accident  without  making  himself  known  3 

Malicious  damage  to  property....  1 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  after  suspension  of  license  4 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  after  right  to  do  so  has  been  suspended. .2 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  in  violation  of  license  restrictions  1 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  so  as  to  endanger  the  lives  and 

safety  of  the  public  10 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence  of  an 

intoxicating  liquor  11 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  license  13 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  with  defective  equipment  6 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority  to  do  so  8 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority  to  do  so  after  right 

to  operate  motor  vehicles  has  been  suspended  2 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  license  in  their  possession. .. 10 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  lights  1 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  registration  in  his  possessionlO 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  without  a  valid  inspection  sticker  7 

Operating  an  uninsured  motor  vehicle  *.  9 

Operating  an  unregistered  motor  vehicle  7 

Passing  violations  2 

Possession  of  an  alcoholic  beverage  unaccompanied  by  parent  or 

guardian  1 

Possession  of  burglary  tools  1 

Possession  of  dangerous  weapons  2 

Possession  of  hypodermic  syringe  and  needle  1 

Possession  of  narcotic  drugs  without  a  prescription  2 

Rape ,  s  tatutory  1 

Receiving  stolen  property  7 

Red  light  violations  7 

Speeding  87 

Stop  sign  violations  4 

Towing  an  uninsured  motor  vehicle  2 

Towing  an  unregistered  motor  vehicle  2 

Towing  an  unregistered  trailer  1 

Towing  an  uninsured  trailer   .1 

Throwing  rubbish  on  a  public  way  1 

Transporting  alcoholic  beverages  unaccompanied  by  a  parent 

or  guardian  2 

Uttering  1 


TOTAL  ..175 
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COURT  DISPOSITION  OF  LISTED  OFFENSES 


Mount  of  fines  levied  by  courts  for  preceding  offenses  $3,337.49 

Restitution  ordered  $  561.97 

Guilty  177 

Not  Guilty  20 

Nol  Pros  2 

Dismissed  32 

Admit  sufficient  evidence  for  finding  9 

Cases  heard  and  continued  for  finding  §  dismissed  16 

.Probable  cause  and  bound  for  Grand  Jury  8 

Arrested  and  turned  over  to  other  departments  .....2 

Released.  1 

Inquests  1 

Complaints  denied  on  hearings  6 

Value  stolen  property  recovered  §  returned  to  owners  $36,754.55 


The  1968  Police  Report  to  the  Town  shows  once  again  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  activities  of  the  department,  as  is  reflected  in  the 
preceding  statistical  break-down. 

The  number  of  arrests  made  by  the  members  of  this  department  have 
doubled  as  has  the  number  of  house-breaks,  these  in  themselves  in- 
creasing in  spite  of  the  increased  house-check  program  which  we  have 
instituted.    There  were  5  motor  vehicles  stolen  from  within  Topsfield 
during  1968,  while  during  the  same  period,  10  stolen  motor  vehicles 
were  recovered  in  Topsfield.    The  number  of  motor  vehicle  citations 
has  shown  an  overall  increase  in  1968  and  hopefully  this  helped  in 
the  noted  reduction  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  this  year. 

As  in  communities  all  over  the  country,  narcotics  are  beginning  to 
show  up  substantially  as  reflected  in  5  narcotic  arrests  in  Topsfield 
during  1968.    This  is  a  problem  where  in  addition  to  members  of 
various  law  enforcement  agencies,  there  are  a  great  number  of  scholars, 
experts,  doctors,  as  well  as  members  of  State  and  Federal  governments 
pouring  untold  amounts  of  money  and  energy  in  trying  to  combat  and 
reduce  the  incidents  of  narcotic  use  and  ultimate  addiction.    In  spite 
of  all  these  efforts  however,  unless  complete  cooperation  is  attained 
from  the  parents  of  the  youth,  progress  will  be  extremely  handicapped. 

This  increase  in  activity  creates  a  heavy  drain  on  existing  manpower 
facilities,  as  each  and  every  complaint  must  be  investigated,  and 
should  court  action  be  the  end  result  of  these  investigations, 
additional  man-hours  are  then  lost  with  men  in  court.    During  1968, 
officers  of  this  department  have  attended  sessions  in  Salem  District 
Court,  Haverhill  District  Court,  Framingham  District  Court,  East 
Cambridge  Superior  Court,  Salem  Superior  Court,  Lawrence  Superior. 
Court,  and  Newburyport  'Superior  Court,  for  a  total  of  407  man-hours 
in  court  as  against  294  man-hours  during  1967. 
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In  compliance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts Municipal  Training  Council,  on  May  24,  1968,  Officer  Philip 
Girard  completed  his  six  weeks  training  by  graduating  from  the  North 
Shore  Police  Academy  held  at  Salem  State  Teachers  College,  Salem, 
Massachusetts.  Currently,  Officer  Arthur  Heard  is  attending  his  six 
weeks  training  at  the  Massachusetts  State  Police  Academy,  Framingham, 
Massachusetts,  and  he  will  be  graduating  on  February  14,  1969. 

In  closing,  the  men  of  the  department  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
prompt  response  and  efficiency  of  operation,  while  a  sincere  thanks 
is  also  extended  to  the  Emergency  Center  Operators  who  have  in 
addition  to  their  regular  duties,  helped  us  in  countless  ways,  and  we 
cannot  close  out  this  report  without  thanking  also  the  citizens  and 
officials  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  the  State  Police,  as  well  as  any 
others  who  in  any  way  have  assisted  this  department. 

For  the  information  of  new  residents,  the  POLICE  EMERGENCY  number  is 
887  -  2121.    For  those  wishing  to  contact  the  Police  Department  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  police  business,  the  number  if  887  -  2116. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
Chief  of  Police 
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PERSONNEL  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF 
Philip  L.  Godbout 
DEPUTY  CHIEFS 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Richard  Crocker 
CAPTAINS 
Ronald  Giovannacci 
Howard  Stultz 
Myron  F.  Williams,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Wood 


PRIVATES 


Les  Clewes 
Vito  Costanza 
Antonio  D'Agostino 
Nicholas  D'Agostino 
Pasquale  D'Agostino 
George  S.  Day 
Clayton  Elliott 
Benjamin  English,  Jr. 
David  Fuller 
William  Gamble 
Warren  Giovannacci 


Frederick  Jones 
David  Jordan 
Wallace  Knee land 
Alexander  Longo 


Charles  Osborne 
Roger  Peabody 
Luther  Robinson 
John  Sullivan 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 


Ralph  Moxcey 
Gordon  Newton 


Philip  Griffin 
Dale  Green 
Dean  Harwood 
James  Hurley 


Frank  Watson 
Roger  Wildes 


Stephen  Woodbury 
Richard  Wyman 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1968. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Men  of  this  department  for  the 
fine  cooperation  and  good  work  this  past  year. 

Our  emergency  number  is  887-2121 

Give  name,  address  and  location  of  emergency. 

For  burning  permits  call  887-2116 

For  Fire  Chief  call  887-5934 


The  record  for  1968: 

123  alarms    -    69  bell  alarms    -    54  still  alarms 


27  grassfires 

1 

smoke  ejector 

22  dump 

1 

lawnmower 

15  car 

5 

smoke  investigation 

4  house 

1 

barn 

8  brush 

4 

electrical 

4  woods 

1 

lockout 

7  false 

1 

bomb  scare 

1  resuscitator 

8 

no  service 

7  gasoline  wash  down 

21 

oil  burner  permits 

6  out  of  town 

1 

blasting  permit 

1,216  burning  permits 


Respectfully  submitted, 


PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT,  Chief 
CLIFTON  ELLIOTT,  Deputy  Chief 
RICHARD  CROCKER,  Deputy  Chief 

Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
Topsfield,  Massachusetts 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Richard  R.  Alexand 
Willard  B.  Spring, 
James  R.  Collins 
Donald  H.  Cox 
Thomas  C.  Leonard 


ir,  Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 


Term  Expires  1969 
Term  Expires  1969 
Term  Expires  1971 
Term  Expires  1970 
Term  Expires  1971 


SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 


School  Committee  Operation 

The  Committee  held  a  total  of  23  regular  meetings 
and  8  special  meetings  during  1968.     Meetings  have  been 
held  in  the  library  of  the  Steward  School,  Regular 
meetings  are  scheduled  for  the  first  and  third  Mondays 
of  each  month  at  8:00  p.m.     Meetings  are  open  and  the 
public  is  invited  to  attend.    Executive  sessions  have 
seldom  been  held  and  then  only  in  matters  requiring 
privacy  and  consistent  with  the  open  meeting  statute. 
There  has  been  occasional  press  coverage  and  news  re- 
leases have  been  forwarded  to  the  local  newspaper 
correspondents.     Notices  of  special  meetings  or  changes 
in  dates  are  posted  in  the  Town  Hall. 

The  members  also  serve  as  School  Committee  repre- 
sentatives on  other  groups.     Donald  Cox  is  a  member  of 
the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee; 
James  Collins  serves  on  the  Town  Insurance  Committee; 
James  Collins  and  Thomas  Leonard  serve    as  the  Topsfield 
representatives  on  the  Considerations  for  Future  Devel- 
opment Sub  Committee  which  includes  representation  also 
from  the  Boxford  School  Committee,  the  Middleton  School 
Committee,  and  the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School 
Committee.     Richard  Alexander,  Donald  Cox,  and  Thomas 
Leonard  are  members  of  the  Joint  School  Union 
Committee  with  Boxford. 
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Financial 

Accelerating  inflation,  collective  bargaining, 
enrollment  increases,  and  added  educational  services 
are  factors  which  have  contributed  to  a  very  substantial 
increase  in  budget  for  the  1969  fiscal  year. 

The  rate  of  increase  in  the  consumer  price  index 
has  recently  reached  the  highest  level  since  the  Korean 
War.     The  thrust  of  collective  bargaining,  operating  not 
only  locally  but  throughout  Massachusetts  and  many  other 
states,  is  forcing  a  complete  reappraisal  of  the  teacher 
salary  structure.     The  outlook  is  further  indicated  by 
the  recent  filing  of  legislation  by  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers'  Association  for  a  $7500  minimum  salary  to  re- 
place the  $5750  minimum  which  became  effective  only  in 
September,  1968.     The  average  pupil  enrollment  for 
Grades  Kindergarten  through  Six  has  risen  steadily  from 
877  in  1966,  to  927  in  1967,  and  to  96l  in  1968.     It  is 
hopefully  projected  that  the  average  pupil  enrollment 
for  1969  will  increase  only  moderately  to  98I4.  However, 
much  of  the  cost  for  the  growth  of  the  previous  year  is 
reflected  in  the  1969  Budget.     Added  educational  services 
which  are  reflected  in  the  1969  Budget  include  a  tutoring 
program  for  perceptually  handicapped  pupils  on  a  shared 
basis  with  the  Boxford  Elementary  Schools,  an  increase 
in  the  art  specialist's  time,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  half-time  physical  education  position  to  supplement 
the  one  full  time  physical  education  position  which 
has  carried  the  teaching  load  for  several  years. 
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Changes  in  the  major  accounts  are  noted  below: 


Account 

Approp • 
1968 

Budget 
1969 

Increase 

Percent 
Change 

Administration 

$    18111  $ 

18636 

$        525  I 

3  2.90$ 

Instruction 

3380^8 

399221 

61173 

18.09^ 

Other  School 
Services 

kk6oo 

(-6879) 

(-13.36*) 

OnATat.   &  Main. 

Plant 

50827 

55783 

U956 

9.75^ 

Community  Service 

2110 

2707 

597 

28.29^ 

Acquisition  of 
Fixed  Assets 

5911 

(-1W) 

(-2U.76*) 

Program  With 

Other  Districts 

3960 

2685 

(-1275) 

(-32.30^) 

Total 

$  k70kk6  $ 

528079 

$  57633 

12.25^ 

Virtually  all  of  the  total  increase  is  found  in  the 
Instruction  Account,  which  is  responsible  for  an  increase 
of  $61,173,  in  the  face  of  a  total  increase  of  $57*633. 
More  specifically,  the  very  large  proportion  of  the  in- 
crease in  the  Instruction  Account  can  be  attributed  to 
the  various  salary  accounts  for  classroom  teachers, 
specialists,  and  principals.     The  increases  in  these 
salary  accounts  result  from  the  following  factors: 

a)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  salary 
increases,  effective  in  September,  1968. 

b)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  normal 
salary  increments,  effective  in 
September,  1968. 

c)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September- 
December,  1969  of  salary  increases 
granted  to  be  effective  in  September,  1969. 

d)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September- 
December,  1969  of  normal  salary  increments 
effective  in  September,  1969. 
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e)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  one  teaching 
position,  added  in  September,  1968. 

f)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September- 
December,  1969  for  three  teaching  positions 
to  be  added  in  September,  1969. 

g)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  a  tutor  for 
perceptually  handicapped  pupils  added  in 
September,  1968. 

h)  A  further  apparent  increase  was  brought 
about  in  connection  with  the  change  from 
a  2lj.-payment  plan  to  a  26-payment  plan 
for  teachers.     In  connection  with  this, 
$6800  was  held  over  from  the  1967  Budget, 
thereby  reducing  the  1968  Budget  and 
making  a  larger  apparent  increase  in  1969 
over  1968. 


Comments  on  other  significant  changes  which  may 
require  explanation  follow: 

a)  The  increase  of  $72f>  in  the  Workshop  and 
Conference  Expense  Account  reflects  mainly 
provision  for  a    teacher  to  do  curriculum 
development  work  during  the  summer  in  con- 
junction with  a  Boxford  staff  member. 

b)  The  increase  of  $65l  in  the  Library  Services 
Account  reflects  in  part  a  projected  increase 
in  September,  1969  of  the  school  library 
clerkTs  hours  from  four  hours  daily  to  six 
and  one-half  hours  daily. 

c)  The  decrease  in  the  Regular  Pupil  Transportation 
Account  results  from  the  very  favorable  bids 
received  in  the  spring  of  1968  for  the  three- 
year  period  from  September  1,  1968  -  June  30, 
1971.     The  major  savings  accrued  to  the 
Topsfield  and  Middleton  Elementary  Systems  by 
taking  bids  on  a  unified  basis  with  the 
Masconomet  Regional  District. 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


73 


d)  The  increase  of  $3759  in  the  Lunch  Hour 
Supervisors  Account  is  required  to  implement 
for  a  full  year  the  expanded  program  of 
employing  lay  supervisors,  effective  in 
September,  1968,     This  expanded  program  of 
lay  supervisors  makes  possible  duty-free 
lunch  hours  for  teachers  and  was  an  outcome 
of  the  collective  bargaining  sessions  held 
in  the  fall  of  1967. 

e)  The  increase  of  $2888  in  the  Custodial 
Services  Account  reflects  in  part  the  provision 
of  additional  custodial  help  for  the  period 
from  September  to  December,  1969  to  service 
the  enlarged  Steward  School. 

f)  The  increase  of  $1030  in  the  Light  &  Power 
Account  reflects  the  past  year's  experience 
and  greater  usage  with  the  opening  of  the 
Steward  School  addition. 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  for  1968  was  96l. 
Therefore,  a  gross  per  pupil  cost,  based  on  the  appro- 
priation of  $ij.70,Ji66  was  $ij.89.5i|«     The  projected  average 
enrollment  for  19o9  is  981).  pupils.     Dividing  the  1969 
appropriation  of  $528,079  by  the  projected  average  en- 
rollment produces  a  gross  per  pupil    cost  of  $536.67. 


Collective  Bargaining 

Under  provisions  of  Chapter  763  of  the  Acts  of 
1965,  the  Topsfield  School  Committee  and  the  Topsfield 
Teachers1     Association  carried  on  collective  bargaining 
during  two  periods  of  1968.     Following  a  series  of 
sessions  the  two  groups  signed  an  agreement  on  July  1, 
1968,  which  established  the  procedures  for  carrying  on 
the  collective  bargaining  process  and  included  a 
comprehensive  grievance  procedure.     A  second  agreement, 
following  four  bargaining  sessions  in  the  fall,  was 
signed  on  December  16,  1968.     This  agreement  is  a 
comprehensive  agreement  encompassing  the  procedural 
conditions  agreed  to  earlier  in  the  year,  all  agree- 
ments reached  in  previous  years,  and  the  new  agreements 
just  reached.     Major  items  in  the  most  recent  settle- 
ment include  the  following: 

1)     The  Topsfield  School  Committee  will  share, 

within  certain  stated  limitations,  the  cost  of 
tuition  paid  by  members  of  the  teaching  staff 
in  the  furtherance  of  their  education  directly 
related  to  the  improvement  of  their  professional 
competence  in  their  present  position.     The  rate 
of  sharing  will  be  $Q%* 
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2)  The  extent  of  sick  leave  entitlement  for 
teachers  will  be  raised  from  the  present 
limit  of  90  days  to  a  new  limit  of  120 
days,  effective  September  1,  1969. 

3)  The  School  Committee  Policy  1+006  was 
amended  to  spell  out  in  detail  the  length 
of  the  work  day  and  the  work  year  of 

the  teachers. 


l\)     The  basic  salary  schedule  for  teachers 
was  revised  as  follows,  effective 
September  1,  1969: 


STEP 

B 

B+12 

B+21+ 

M 

M+12 

M+21+ 

Prof. 
Cert. 

1 

65oo 

6600 

6700 

6900 

7000 

7100 

7300 

2 

6700 

6800 

6900 

7100 

7200 

7300 

7500 

3 

6900 

7000 

7100 

7300 

71+00 

7500 

7700 

7100 

7200 

7300 

7500 

7600 

7700 

7900 

3 

71+00 

7500 

7600 

7800 

7900 

8000 

8200 

6 

7700 

7800 

7900 

8100 

8200 

8300 

8500 

7 

8000 

8100 

8200 

81+0.0. 

8500 

8600 

8800 

8 

8300 

81+00 

8500 

8700 

8800 

8900 

9100 

9 

8600 

8700 

8800 

9000 

9100 

9200 

9k00 

10 

8900 

9000 

9100 

9300 

91+00 

9500 

9700 

11 

9200 

9300 

9^00 

9600 

9700 

9800 

10000 

12 

9500 

9600 

9700 

9900 

10000 

10100 

10300 

13 

10300 

101+00 

10500 

10700 

For  comparison  purposes  the  current  salary 
schedule  is  shown  on  page  66  of  the  1967 
Annual  Town  Report. 


School  Facilities 

During  the  current  school  year  the  two  elementary 
school  plants  are  being  utilized  at  greater  than  proper 
capacity.     To  accomodate  an  additional  class  for  the 
1968-1969  school  year  it  was  necessary  to  place  a 
temporary  partition  in  a  large  classroom  at  the  Proctor 
School  thereby  creating  two  sub-standard  temporary 
classrooms.     Enrollment  per  grade  as  of  October  1, 
1968  follows: 

K  1  2  3  1+  5  6  Total 
Proctor  81  83  9B  89  85  Blf  91+  6H+ 
Steward  1+1  5U  57  50  50  59  53  361+ 
TOWN     12T137  155  139  135  1U3  li+7  97o 
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In  view  of  the  crowded  conditions  a  decision 
was  reached  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  an 
addition  to  the  Steward  School  to  be  available  in 
September,  1969.     The  construction  project  is  being 
carried  on  by  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  and 
Building  Committee  and  the  report  of  that  Committee 
will  detail  the  steps  taken  in  the  planning,  design, 
construction,  and  financing  of  the  project.    At  all 
stages  of  the  project,  the  School  Committee  worked 
througn  its  liaison  member  on  the  Long  Range  School 
Planning  and  Building  Committee.     The  Superintendent 
of  Schools  also  participated  in  all  phases  of  planning 
and  design. 

The  completion  of  the  new  facilities  at  the 
Steward  School  will  provide  for  the  Town,  two  elemen- 
tary schools  which  will  be  considered  as  completed 
plants  with  no  thought  of  adding  more  classrooms  in 
the  future.    Both  plants  would  be  rated  at  a  desirable 
capacity  of  538  students  each.     Prior  to  the  opening 
of  school,  in  September,  1969,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  redraw  the  present  boundary  lines  between  the  two 
schools  to  move  some  pupils  from  the  over-crowded 
Proctor  School  to  the  new  facilities  at  the  Steward 
School.    Preliminary  plans  call  for  the  transfer  of 
pupils  currently  residing  in  two  Proctor  School  bus 
route  areas  to  the  Steward  School. 

The  transfer  of  these  two  bus  loads  of  pupils 
from  the  Proctor  School  to  the  Steward  School  will 
bring  both  schools  next  year  to  an  enrollment 
approximating  500  pupils  each.     The  reduction  in 
enrollment  at  the  Proctor  School  will  make  possible 
the  upgrading  of  that  building  to  some  extent  by 
the  removal  of  the  temporary  partition  in  Room  23, 
by  moving  of  the  school  library  to  a  space  now  used 
as  a  classroom,  and  by  the  provision  of  more  suitable 
space  for  certain  specialized  services  such  as  the 
school  adjustment  counselor  program,  the  perceptually 
handicapped  tutoring  program,  and  the  speech  therapy 
program. 

The  expanded  elementary  school  facilities  avail- 
able in  September,  1969,  should  provide  well  for  the 
projected  school  population,  at  least  through  the 
1971  -  1972  school  year,  and  hopefully  for  some  time 
beyond  that  date.    However,  it  is  very  clar  that 
there  will  eventually  be  need  for  a  third  elementary 
school  plant  in  the  town.     It  is  urged,  therefore, 
that  action  be  taken  toward  the  acquisition  of  an 
additional  school  site  at  this  time.     There  is  little 
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doubt  that  more  suitable  sites  are  available  now  at 
a  lower  cost  than  will  be  the  case  in  subsequent 
years.     The  acquisition  of  such  a  future  site  can 
much  more  effectively  be  carried  on  at  this  time 
when  full  study  can  be  given  to  the  feasibility  of 
site  for  school  building,  unhampered  by  the 
pressure  of  immediate  need  for  use. 


The  Curriculum 

Continuing  attention  was  given  to  the  school 
curriculum  throughout  1968.    However,  a  variety  of 
forces  operating  independently  made  this  study  and 
review  of  curriculum  during  the  year  a  matter  of 
shifting-  focus  and  uneven  progress. 

During  the  1967-1968  school  year,  the  Boxford, 
Middleton,  Masconomet,  and  Topsfield  systems  were 
engaged  in  a  project  aimed  at  developing  a  completely 
new  system  of  reporting  pupil  progress.     This  project 
funded  by  a  Title  III  grant  under  the  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  Act,  required  as  a  concomitant  a 
total  restructuring  of  the  entire  curriculum  at  all 
grade  levels.     In  the  spring  of  1968,  it  was  decided 
regretfully  to  terminate  this  project  at  the  end  of 
the  1967-1968  school  year  and  not  to  apply  for  a 
continuing  grant.     This  step  was  taken  because  it 
was  felt  that  the  project,  to  be  carried  on  to  a 
successful  conclusion,  would  require  a  commitment  jfrom 
the  local  systems  in  time,  effort,  resources,  and 
money,  which  was  simply  not  available.  Additionally, 
other  pressures,  such  as  the  critical  need  for 
additional  facilities  at  the  Masconomet  Regional  High 
School  and  new  guidelines  emanating  from  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Education,  mandated  a  redirection 
of  resources.     It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  much 
gain  did  result  from  the  activities  carried  on  under 
the  project  during  its  year  of  operation.     All  staff 
members  were  required  to  examine  critically  the  real 
objectives  of  their  instructional  program.  Many 
staff  members  gained  valuable  experience  from  their 
participation  in  the  in-service  training  projects 
carried  on.     The  influence  of  the  philosophical 
approach  developed  under  this  project  will  dominate 
local  curriculum  development  and  revision  in  the  next 
few  years  ahead.     It  is  hoped  that  further  progress 
toward  a  restructuring  of  the  entire  curriculum  in 
terms  of  specific  pupil  behavioral  objectives  will  be 
made  and  with  it  the  desired  changes  in  our  manner 
of  reporting  pupil  progress. 
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The  influence  of  the  guidelines  of  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  was  reflected 
directly  in  the  establishment  of  a  tutorial  program 
for  the  perceptually-handicapped  pupil.     These  guide- 
lines mandate  the  screening  of  pupils  for  this  handi- 
cap and  permit  the  establishment  of  a  tutorial  program 
or  of  special  remedial  classes  to  give  an  intensive 
remedial  program  to  enable  these  children  to  overcome 
their  handicap  and  reach  an  achievement  level  commen- 
surate with  their  academic  potential.     The  Boxford  and 
Topsfield  systems  established  a  program  on  a  shared 
basis  for  the  1968-1969  school  year.     A  person  trained 
in  this  field  at  the  Gordon  College  Clinic  and  with 
teaching  experience  in  that  clinic  works  on  a  tutorial 
basis  with  individual  children  or  pairs  of  children. 
Placement  of  a  pupil  in  this  program  requires  approval 
by  the  State  Department  of  Education  for  each  pupil, 
acting  upon  a  set  of  forms  prepared  for  each  child  by 
school  personnel  and  a  physician. 

A  comprehensive  review  of  the  various  areas  of 
the  kindergarten  curriculum  is  in  process.  Discussions 
have  been  held  among  certain  personnel  and  the  various 
guides  are  now  under  a  process  of  revision.     This  re- 
vision is  timely  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
elapsed  years  since  a  comprehensive  review  has  been 
carried  on  and  by  the  factor  of  the  projected  establish- 
ment of  kindergarten  programs  in  Boxford  and  in 
Middleton  in  September,  1969.     The  Boxford  and  Topsfield 
guides  will  be  prepared  as  one  common  guide  for  the  two 
systems.     It  is  further  planned  to  coordinate  this 
work  closely  with  the  Middleton  system  also. 

Two  topics  have  been  given  some  serious  preliminary 
consideration  for  inclusion  within  the  school  curriculum, 
i.e.:  sex  education  and  racial  relations.     While  certain 
aspects  of  each  topic  appear  in  the  present  programs, 
they  are  generally  treated  incidentally  and  vary  widely 
in  treatment  depending  upon  the  individual  teacher 
involved.     In  today's  world  these  two  topics  appear  to 
merit  much  more  than  incidental  treatment.     It  is  hoped 
that  significant  study  can  be  taken  to  afford  the  full 
consideration  these  two  topics  deserve. 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


Community  Activities 

The  two  school  plants  serve  many  community  and  civic 
purposes.     Town  Meetings,   School  Committee  Meetings  and 
Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  meet- 
ings are  all  held  in  the  school  facilities.  Community 
groups  making  regular  use  of  the  buildings  include  the 
Topsfield  Athletic  Association,  the  Scouts,  the 
Topsfield  Rifle  Club,  the  Men's  Volleyball  Group,  and 
the  Men's  Basketball  Group.     Dance  programs  are  carried 
on  regularly  under  the  auspices  of  the  Fair  Town  Squares 
and  the  YMCA.     The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield 
held  services  at  the  Proctor  School  during  the  early 
months  of  1968  while  its  sanctuary  was  undergoing 
extensive  renovation.     The  Masconomet  Regional  High 
School  Junior  Varsity  basketball  team    used  the  Proctor 
Gymnasium  and  the  Masconomet  Junior  Varsity  Baseball 
team  used  the  Proctor  ball  fields  as  did  the  Town  Team 
and  Little  League.    During  the  summer  a  school-sponsored 
summer  playground  program    operated  at  the  Proctor 
School . 

The  policy  of  the  School  Committee  is  to  make  the 
school  facilities  available  for  town  needs  to  the  fullest 
extent  possible  without  causing  interference  with  the 
school  program.     A  detailed  policy  is  included  as  a 
portion  of  the  policies  and  regulations*  of  the  School 
Committee.     Groups  wishing  to  use  the  facilities  should 
make  application  to  the  principal  of  the  school  involved. 

Certain  expenditures  must  be  made  for  this  community 
use  of  school  buildings.     A  specific  budget  account, 
Reimbursable  Janitors  Salaries,  provides  for  payment  to 
custodians  required  to  w ork  overtime  for  this  purpose. 
Approximately  $1800  will,  have  been  expended  from  this 
account  in  1968.     In  addition  there  are  expenditures  for 
other  costs  which  are  significant  but  not  clearly 
identifiable  within  the  budget  such  as  those  for  power, 
fuel,  cleaning  and  maintenance.     Receipts  from  rentals 
throughout  the  year  will  total  approximately  $1700. 


Health  Services 

A  comprehensive  health  program  is  carried  pn  under 
the  direction  of  the  School  Nurse,  Miss  Ruth  Barnard, 
and  Doctor  Clarence  Thornton,  School  Physician.  The 
height  and  weight  of  each  pupil  is  recorded  annually. 
Vision  and  hearing  tests  are  administered  to. every 
pupil.     Ill  and  injured  children  are  cared  for  until 
their  parents  can  assume  the  responsibility.  'School 
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health  services  include: 


Physical  Examinations  lf?7  pupils 

Vision  Testing  All  pupils 

(60  referrals) 

Audiometer  Testing  All  pupils 

(I4  referrals) 

Diphtheria-Tetanus  Innoculat ions   71  pupils 

Tuberculin-Tine  Tests  196  pupils 

Measles  Innoculation   5  pupils 

Influenza  Vaccine  School  Staff 


In  addition  to  the  above  services,  a  "Lazy  Eye 
Clinic"  was  offered  for  preschool  children  in  the 
spring  prior  to  kindergarten  entrance.     Some  75 
children  were  tested  and  three  children  wsre  referred 
to  an  opthamologis t  for  treatment. 

A  statute,  with  an  effective  date  of  December, 
1967,  expanded  greatly  the  immunization  requirements 
for  school  children  to  include  immunization  against 
smallpox,  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus,  measles, 
and  poliomyelitis.     Therefore,  an  intense  effort  was 
made  throughout  1968  to  meet  these  new  requirements 
and  to  ascertain  that  all  records  were  complete  as  to 
these  details. 


School  Lunch  Program 

The  rising  cost  of  food,  the  increase  in  salary 
rates,  and  the  need  for  additional  labor  have  required 
more  than  ever  the  need  for  careful  management  of  the 
school  lunch  program.     In  spite  of  the  added  costs  it 
has  been  possible  to  continue  to  serve  nutritional  meals 
to  all  participating  children  without  increasing  the 
price  of  lunches. 

To  offset  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  load  on  the 
Proctor  School  facilities  and  personnel,  it  was 
necessary  to  employ  an  additional  part  time  cafeteria 
assistant.     This  has  made  possible  more  efficient 
operation  during  the  rush  at  serving  time. 

At  Procotr  School  a  washing  machine  has  been 
installed  and  new  draperies  purchased  to  add  efficiency 
and  attractiveness  to  the  kitchen.     Similar  plans  will 
be  carried  out  at  the  Steward  School  as  the  need  arises. 
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Participation  continues  to  keep  pace  with  the 
growing  school  population.     For  example,  on  eighteen 
serving  days  this  September,  96L1J4  hot  lunches  were 
served  as  compared  with  9111  hot  lunches  in  the  same 
period  a  year  ago. 

With  continued  adequate  supplies  of  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  commodities  and  careful 
management,   it  is  hoped  to  continue  to  offer  the  same 
adequate  school  lunches  at  the  same  price  as  in  the  past. 


Maintenance 

Several  maintenance  activities  of  moderate  signif- 
icance were  carried  on  throughout  the  year  as  follows: 

1)  The  repair  of  ruptured  hot  water  lines  below 
the  concrete  slab  of  the  1955  annex  to  the 
Proctor  School. 

2)  The  repair  of  ruptured  underground  steam 
lines  used  for  preheating  the  heavy  oil  at 
the  Steward  School. 

3)  The  installation  for  the  first  time  of 
window  shades  in  several  rooms  of  the  first 
annex  and  the  second  annex  to  the  Proctor 
School . 

I4)     The  replacement  of  the  stage  curtain,  valance, 
and  window  drapes  in  the  Woodbury  Auditorium, 
which  items  were  originally  installed  in  1952. 

5)  The  painting  of ' four  classrooms,  two  lavatories, 
and  an  office  in  the  main  building  of  the 
Proctor  School. 

6)  The  replacement  of  six  countertops  in  the 
classrooms  of  the  first  annex  to  the  Proctor 
School . 

7)  The  replacement  of  the  original  incandescent 
lighting  fixtures  with  fluorescent  fixtures 

in  Room  15  of  the  main  building  of  the  Proctor 
School.  All  twelve  classrooms  in  that  section 
have  now  had  this  replacement  completed. 
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Regional  Cooperation 

Every  effort  is  continually  made  to  assure  that  a 
high  level  of  coordination  will  exist  among  the  three 
elementary  school  systems  and  the  regional  school.  The 
three  superintendents  hold  regular  meetings  to  bring 
about  common  policies  and  procedures  where  practical  and 
desirable.     Other  personnel  from  the  four  systems  are 
brought  together  when  the  occasion  demands.  Through 
liaison  efforts  of  the  superintendents  and  by  direct 
committee  member  contact  on  certain  occasions,  the 
four  school  committees  have  attempted  to  coordinate 
their  efforts.     A  significant  result  of  this  coordi- 
nation was  the  joint  bidding  procedure  on  school 
transportation,  which  resulted  in  substantial  savings 
to  the  Towns  of  Middleton  and  Topsfielc,     By  the  use  of 
the  Masconomet  buses  to  transport  the  elementary  pupils, 
the  Topsfield  Elementary  contract  account  for  the 
3-year  period  from  September  1968,  through  June,  1971 > 
was  awarded  at  $[[3,200  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
3-year  contract  amount  of  $77*610. 


A  Look  Ahead 

A  persuasive  influence,  which  dominates  any  attempt 
to  lay  plans  for  the  future  development  and  improvement 
of  the  local  system,  is  that  influence  exerted  by  the 
regionalization  movement  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.     In  19l|9,  the  General  Court  enacted 
several  statutes  which  governed  the  establishment, 
operation,  and  financing  of  regional  school  districts. 
The  thrust  of  these  statutes  was  to  make  possible  the 
uniting  of  two  or  more  small  towns  in  the  building  and 
operation  of  regional  schools,  thereby  affording  the 
opportunity  for  a  school  plant  and  educational  program 
beyond  the  capabilities  of  a  single,  small  community. 
Since  19f?l  nearly  seventy  regional  school  districts 
have  been  established,  almost  all  of  which  have  been 
secondary  school  districts  or  vocational  school  districts 

This  accomplishment  noted  above  represents  the 
near  completion  of  what  is  the  first  phase  of  the 
regionalization  movement  in  Massachusetts.     Nearly  all 
towns  which,  by  their  small  population  should  be  in 
a  regional  secondary  school  district,  are  in  regional 
school  districts. 
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Phase  two  of  the  regionalization  movement  is  now 
in  its  beginning  stages  and  is  aimed  directly  at 
bringing  within  the  confines  of  a  Kindergarten  -  Grade 
12  regional  school  district  the  many  small  elementary 
school  districts  now  operating  in  conjunction  with 
regionalized  secondary  school  districts.     The  guide- 
lines of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  stipulate 
clearly  that  all  communities  shall  be  a  part  of  a  K-12 
school  district,  operating  under  a  single  school 
committee  and  with  one  superintendent  of  schools. 
Each  such  district  must  contain  a  minimum  enrollment 
of  2000  pupils.     Each  school  committee,  not  meeting 
these  guidelines,  must  submit  a  plan  for  the  imple- 
mentation of  these  guidelines  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Education  by  December  31,  1969. 

Clearly,  Boxford,  Middleton,  Masconomet,  and 
Topsfield  do  not  presently  meet  these  standards. 
Clearly,  also,  the  local  school  committees  must  make  some 
commitment  to  the  implementation  of  these  guidelines 
prior  to  December,  1969.     The  Department  of  Education, 
operating  through  the  School  Building  Assistance 
Bureau,  is  requiring  that  such  a  commitment  be  officially 
voted  before  granting  approval  for  the  building  project 
now  under  active  planning  at  Masconomet  Regional  High 
School.     It  has  also  been  stated  that  no  approval  for 
additional  elementary  school  facilities  would  be  forth- 
coming until  the  towns  had  actually  voted  to  effect  a 
K-12  regional  school  district. 

The  Future  Consideration  Sub  Committee,  an  outgrowth 
of  a  Boxford- Topsfield  sub  committee  formed  to  study 
recommendations  for  improving  the  educational  program 
of  the  local  elementary  systems,  is  now  operating  as  an 
informal  study  committee  with  representatives  from  the 
Boxford,  Middleton,  Masconomet,  and  Topsfield  School 
Committees.     Its  purpose  has  become  a  study  of  state 
requirements  regarding  school  organization  and  the 
means  for  complying  with  these  requirements.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  assess  the  many  and  significant 
implications  of  total  regionalization,  to  determine 
the  most  desirable  organizational  structure,  and  to 
review  the  process  of  amending  the  present  regional 
school  district  agreement. 
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As  of  the  present  writing,  this  is  a  period  of 
some  confusion,  many  questions  and  much  further  study 
looming.     However,  raa.ior  points  of  significance  are 
clear: 


1)  A  complete  reorganization  of  the  four 
local  school  districts  is  imminent  and  will 
be  carried  out  in  the  near  "future, 

2)  Future  elementary  school  construction  in 
the  three  towns  will  take  place  under  a 
reorganzied,  regional  district  structure. 

3)  The  apparent  approach  to  district  re- 
organization will  be  an  amendment  of 
the  present  Masconoraet  Regional  School 
District  Agreement  to  include  responsi- 
bility for  Kindergarten  through  Grade  12. 

1|)     The  vote  of  the  towns  to  effect  the 
-  reorganization  of  the  school  districts 
should  be  made  at  a  date  which  will 
provide  sufficient  lead  time  prior  to 
the  effective  date  of  reorganization  to 
make  for  an  orderly  and  well  phased 
transition  from  the  present  organization 
to  the  new  organization. 

5)     This  major  question  of  reorganization  with 
its  many  implications  and  ramifications 
must  be  brought  fully  to  the  attention  of 
the  voters  of  the  Towns  well  in  advance  of 
the  time  for  decision.    Pinal  voting  should 
come  only  after  full  debate  and  clear 
understanding  of  the  issues. 
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Enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1968 

Grades  Boys            Girls  Total 

K  Ik               kQ  122 

1  76  61  137 

2  80  75  155 

3  73-  66  139 
k  71-            64-  135 

5  Ik  69  143 

6  7U  U 


97? 


Age  of  Admittance 


1.     Entrance  age  requirements  for  Topsfield  Elementary 
Schools . 

a.     Pupils  entering  Kindergarten,  must  reach  their 
fifth  birthday  by  December  31st  of  the  year  in 
which  they  enroll.     Pupils  entering  first 
grade  in  September  must  reach  their  sixth  birth- 
day by  December  31st  of  the  year  in  which  they 
enroll. 


b.    Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from 
other  school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the 
following  conditions: 

(1)  The  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized 
accredited  school  system. 

(2)  The  pupils  must  have  completed  satisfactor- 
ily not  less  than  ninety  (90)  days  of 
standard  first  grade  work. 

(3)  In  every  case,   the  admission  of  underage 
children  shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness 
of  the  child  to  profit  by  the  first  grade 
program  of  the  Topsfield  Public  Schools, 
such  fitness  to  be  determined  by  the 
superintendent  of  schools . 

(k)   AH  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary 
period  of  one  term. 


School  Census 


As  of  October  1,  1968 

Boys  Girls 

Number  between     5  and     7  years  of  age          158  121  ■ 

Number  between     7  and  li|  years  of  age          512  1+77 

llumber  between.  II4.  and  16  years  of  age          1314.  130 

Number  between  16  and  21  years  of  age          125  131 

929  "839 
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No  School  Signal 


No-School  announcements  will  be  broadcast  over  WESX, 
WHAV,   and  WNAC  between  7:00  and  7:30  A.M.,   if  there  is 
no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regarding  "No 
School"  are  made  by  the  Topsfield  Superintendent  for  the 
Topsfield  Elementary  Schools  only.     Announcements  for  the 
Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by  the 
Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated  "Masconomet 
Regional  High  School." 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  7:15  A.M.   to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes   (grades  kindergarten  through  six) 
for  the  day.     A  similar  signal  at  10:^5  A.M.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,   parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgment  in  sending  their 
children  tS  school. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization 


The  law  now  requires  vaccination,  against  small  pox 
and  immunization  against  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus, 
measles,   and  poliomyelitis  as  a  condition  of  school  atten- 
dance.    A  child  may  be  admitted  upon,  certification  by  a 
physician  that  the  health  of  the  child  would  be  endangered 
by  such  vaccination  or  immunications .     Parents  are  re- 
quested to  attend  to  this  matter  prior  to  the  spring 
registration  for  Kindergarten  if  possible. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
1968-1969      School  Year 


January 

February 

February 

March 

April 

April 

April 

May 

June 


2 
26 


1 

23 
26 
20 


School  Reopens 
Winter  Recess  -  Close  Regular  Time 
School  Reopens 
Teachers  Convention  -  No  School 
Good  Friday-No  School 
Spring  Recess  -  Close  Regular  Time 

School  Reopens 
Memorial  Day  -  No  School 
Summer  Vacation  -  Close  at  Noon 


1969-1970      School  Year 


September 

3 

School  in.  Session.  -  Dismissal  at  Noon 

September 

h 

School  in  Session  -  Regular  Sessions 

0c  tober 

13 

Columbus  Day  -  No  School 

November 

11 

Veterans'   Day  -  No  School 

November 

26 

Thanksgiving  Recess  -  Dismissal  at  Noon 

December 

1 

School  Reopens 

December 

2^ 

Christmas  Recess-Dismissal  Regular  Time 

January 

5 

School  Reopens 

February 

13 

Winter  Recess -Dismissal  Regular  Time 

February 

School  Reopens 

March 

25 

Teachers  1   Convention  -  No  School 

March 

27 

Good  Friday  -  No  School 

April 

17 

Spring  Recess -Dismissal  Regular  Time 

April 

27 

School  Reopens 

Kay 

25 

Memorial  Day  -  No  School 

June 

22 

s Summer  Vacation  -  Close  at  Noon 

(Subject  to  Change) 
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TEACHERS  DIRECTORY 


JANUARY-  1969 


Name 


P.   Gilbert  Miller 
Shirley  A.  Joslyn 
Barbara  Smith 
Ann  Wis we 11 
Mary  Ann  Hawkes 
Hazel  Pizzano 
Alice  B.  Warren 
Rosalie  Kish 
Mar  t  in  a  I .  Evan. s 
Ma d e 1 y n  Lawrence 
Elizabeth  Toomey 
Eleanor  G.  Becker 
Joan  V.  Ford 
Carolyn  Brqjwn 
Elizabeth  D.  Salt 
Clare  Campbell 
Gloria  E.  Thurston. 
Lexie  Tobey 
Pauline  K.  Cunningham 
Lesley  Anne  Rosie 
Sallie  S.  Wilber 
Sdythe  B.  Balcomb 
Kathleen  Netherland 
Bruce  Vincent 
Thomas  F.  Voyer 


'ROC TOR  SCHOOL 

Grade  or 
Subject 

Principal 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten 


Grade 

1 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

Gra  de 

k 

Grade 

k 

Grade 

h 

Grade 

5 

Grade 

5 

Grade 

5 

Grade 

6 

Grade 

6 

Grade 

6 

Grade 

6 

STEWARD 

SCHOOL 

Appoint-  College 
ment 

1960  Boston  Univ. 

1961  Plymouth  State 
1968  Univ.  Michigan. 
1968  Univ.  Mass. 

1965  Gorham  State 

1953  Worcester  St. 
191+2  Salem  State 
1968  Wisconsin  St. 

1967  Salem  State 
194 6  Perry  Kdgn. 

1968  Boston  Univ. 

1966  Simmons  Coll, 

1961  Smith  College 
1968  Gordon  Coll. 
1961+  Ant  loch  Coll. 

1951  Salem  State 
1961+  Tufts  College 

1952  'Truro  State 
195°  Northeastern 
196?  Col.Misericordia 
1956  Sargent  Coll. 

1954  Boston  Univ. 
1965  Siena  Coll. 
1965  Salem  State 

1962  Salem  State 


Earl  Peabody 

Principal 

1968 

Martha  B.  Gorman 

Kindergarten 

1966 

Dorothy  A.  Riley 

Grade 

1 

1958 

Janet  B.  Svenson 

Grade 

r 

1961 

Susan  L.  Martin. 

Grade 

2 

1965 

Ruth  A.  Toomey 

Grade 

2 

I960 

Mary  E.  Preston. 

Grade 

3 

196i+ 

Ann  R.  Wannamaker, 

Grade 

1967 

June  C.  Ren. die 

Grade 

I 

1961+ 

Judith  A.  Woodman 

Grade 

k 

1966 

William  H.   Clark  Jr. 

Grade 

5 

1967 

Helen  L.  Webster 

Grade 

5 

1957 

Alfred  3.  Jones 

Grade 

6 

I960 

Kathryn.  Eaton. 

Grade 

6 

1969 

Mary  3.  Shade 

Art 

1967 

Alice  F.  Boffetti 

Mu  sic 

1961+ 

Theodore  Mi c he 11 

Instru .Music 

1968 

Emily  Dobrenchuk 

Phys. 

Ed. 

1967 

Mary  Phillips 

Reading 

I960 

Lois  Crane 

SAC 

1962 

Carlotta  Miller 

Speech 

1966 

Ruth  Barnard 

School  Nurse 

1947 

Ruth  M.  Bell 

Cafe . Suprv. 

1959 

Washington  St. 
Colby  College 
Rhode  Island  C. 
Lesley  College 
Lesley  College 
Salem  State 
Bridgewater  St 
Ladycliff  Coll 
Salem  State 
Salem  State 
Salem  State 
Salem  State 
Northeastern. 
Wesleyan  Coll. 

Wb.eelo.ck  Coll. 
N . E . C  on  s  e rva to  ry 
Boston  Conserv. 
Boston  Univ. 
Castlston  Coll. 
Boston.  Univ. 
Boston  Univ. 
Beverly  Hosp. 
Framingham  St. 
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TO PS PI ELD  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


ADMINISTRATION 
School  Committee 

Salary  of  Clerk 

Other  Expense 
Super intende n t ' s  Office 

Salary 

Salaries,  secretarial 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other 

Travel-in-state 
Travel-ou t-of -s tate 

INSTRUCTION 
Super vis  ion 

Audio -Visual  Consultant 

Rinehart  Handwriting 
Principals 

Salaries 

Salaries,  secretarial 

Supplies 

Other  Expense 
Te  aching 

Salaries  -  Regular 

Salaries  -  Special 

Salaries  -  Substitute 

Salaries  -  Home  Bound 
Supplies  and  Materials 

General 

Consumable  Constructive  Matls 
Physical  Education 
Mus  ic 

Remedial  Reading 
Workshop  &  Conference  Expense 
Reading  Supervisor-Travel 
Summer  School  -  Salaries 
Summer  School  -  Supplies 


Basic  &  Supplemental 

Remedial  Reading 

Music 
Library  Services 

Consultant  &  Clerical 

Supplies  and  Materials 
Audio-Visual  Program 

Supplies  and  Materials 
Guidance  Services 

Supplies  and  Materials 


Expended 

Budget 

1  QAQ 
I7DV 

254.4S 
180.90 

300.00 
280.00 

9522.48 
6309.34 

570.85 
113.85 
345.02 
1.6 . 80 

10320.00 
6452.00 

660.00 
100.00 
398.00 
126.00 

17313.72 

18636.00 

270.00 
1000.00 

300.00 
1100.00 

20892.32 
4912.38 
288.47 
15.35 

24364.00 
5834.OO 
400.00 
25.00 

270674.44 
10668.48 
7230.00 
218.00 

321096.00 
16299.00 
5400.00 
400.00 

4760.50 
3713.65 
467.81 
4.82 

62.94 
392.89 

1450.00 
16.25 

5818.00 

3661.00 
350.00 
100.00 
200.00 

1025.00 
80.00 

15  50.00 
100 .00 

4903.42 
25.63 
198.89 

.3311.00 

200.00 
100.00 

2234.63 
144.85 

3056.00 
250.00 

1576.91 

1578.00 

775-56 

784.00 
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Psychological  Services 

Salary-Tes  ter 
Educational  Television 

Supplies  and  Materials 
Credit 


OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 


Expended 
1968 

1110.00 

619.50 
-12.00 
$  33tt615"."S9 


Attendance 
Attendance  Officer 
School  Adjustment  Counselor 
Psychiatric  Consultant  Service 
Other  Expense-SAC  Travel 

Health  Services  > 

Salaries 


Nurse 
Physician 

Supplies  &  Materials 
Other  -  -Nurse  Travel 
Pupil  Transportation 
Contracted  Services 
Regular 
Special  Class 
Educational  Trips 
Vocational 
Food  Services 


10.00 

5727.68 
32.15 


6376.96 
700.00 
53.38 
89.55 


21282.00 
2011.60 
91+9.96 
18)4.50 


3750.02 
3668.i|0 
$  PTBBiTTo 

OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE  OP  PLANT 


Salary-Cafeteria  Manager 
Salary- Lunchroom 


•eration  of  Plant 


Custodial  Services 

Supplies  and  Materials 

Contingency 
Heating  Buildings 

Oil   -  Proctor 

Oil  -  Steward 

Gas  -  Proctor 
Utility  Services 

Light  and  Power 

Water 

Telephones  -  Schools 

-  Administration 
Maintenance  of  Plant 
Maintenance  of  Grounds 

Care  of  Grounds 

Waste  Removal 

Other  (repair-equip.) 


21+136.16 
2613.75 
83.95 

2651.96 
2182.91 
11+59.65 

7317.1+9 
376.00 
779.61 
175.38 


1993.16 
31+1.30 


Budge  t 
1969 

1200.00 

61+0.00 

399221.00 


10.00 
6201+  .00 


50.00 


6700.00 
800.00 
75.00 
100.00 


15552.00 
1600.00 
1270.00 
300.00 

3860.00 
8079.00 

,[+I+£ob.oo 


28320.00 
2500.00 
500.00 

2800.00 

2600.00 

1500.00 

7800.00 
590.00 
71+0.00 
175.00 


2250.00 
350.00 
50.00 
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Maintenance  of  Buildings 
Repair  and  Upkeep 
Specific 
Emergency 
Maintenance  of  Equipment 
Schools   -  Emergency 

-  Specific 
Administrative  Office 
overpayment 

COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
Civic  Activities 


Expended 
1968 


6816.70 
729.78 

165.^8 
303.21 
33.00 
-13.68 
5211+5.01 


Reimbursable  Janitors'  Salaries  1788.92 
Summer  Playground 
Salaries 
Supplies 


ACQUISITION  OF  FIXED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equipment 

-  Schools 

Library  (new  or  add.) 
Replacement  of  Equipment 

PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 


730.00 
107.51 
2626.1+3 


Tuition 
Tui  tion 
Tui  tion 


TO TALS 


Elemen  tary 
Vocational 
Adult  Education 


6177.07 
11+92.77 
76.81 
$  77I+STS5 

11+95.78 
989.27 
78.15 
$  2563.20 


Total  held  over  from  1967 
Budget 

SPECIAL  ACCOUNTS: 

School  Lunch  Program 
Staff 
Supplies 
Equipmen  t 
Other 

Travel -Super vis or 

P.  L.  861+       Title  III 
P.  L.   874       Federal  Aid 
P.  L.   89-10  Title  I 


Budget 
1969 


3573.00 
1700.00 

125.00 
160.00 
50.00 

55703.00 


1832.00 

775.00 
100.00 

2707.00 


3372.00 
975.00 

100.00 
I+W7.00 

1500.00 

1010.00 

175.00 

26«5.00 


$1+65892.60  528079.00 
6800.00 

13544.37 
20192.73 

337.93 
2018.77 

106.80 

$  36200.60 

$  1394.15 
$  1+309.75 
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LONG  RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  and  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL  REPORT  1968 


The  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee 
has  undertaken  this  year,  the  program  of  adding  on  to  the 
existing  Steward  School. 

Approved  at  the  regular  town  meeting  in  March  by  a 
unanimous  vote  was  a  request  for  $25*000  in  planning 
money  for  this  project.    Also  approved  unanimously  at 
a  special  town  meeting  in  June  was  the  committee's  re- 
quest for  $1+09,000  for  the  building  program.  This 
figure  included  an  architect's  £ee  of  $31,700. 

The  general  contract  for  the  work  was  awarded  to  the 
Charles  Construction  Company  of  North  Andover  at  a  figure 
of  $365,125.     The  building  began  in  late  June  on  additions 
which  will  include  seven  classrooms,  library  expansion,  aid 
a  new  physical  education  room  as  required  by  the  state 
and  several  small  special  purpose  rooms. 

The  physical  education  space  is  at  the  left  of  the 
front  of  the  building  beyond  the  present  utility  areas, 
with  four  new  upper  grade  classrooms  being  added  to  the 
end  of  the  present  upper  primary  wing  to  the  rear  of  the 
school.     The  new  kindergarten  and  three  classrooms,  one 
of  which  is  a  replacement  for  that  absorbed  by  the 
enlarged  library,  to  the  right  of  the  present  lower 
primary  wing. 

Donald  Cox  has  been  appointed  to  serve  this  year  as 
the  representative  of  the  elementary  school  committee. 
Gerald  Rourke  was  appointed  by  town  moderator,  John 
Kimball,  to  serve  in  the  place  of  Louise  Radack,  who 
did  not  accept  reappointment  due  to  a  move  from  Topsfield. 

In  other  committee  action,  the  group  has  continued  an 
active  interest  in  acquiring  land  which  could  be  used  as 
a  site  for  a  potential  third  elementary  school  in  the 
town.     Attention  has  focused  on  the  southwest  section 
of  Topsfield  as  being  the  most  attractive  area  for  a 
number  of  reasons. 
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This  section  could  draw  a  number  of  the  present 
walkers  from  the  Washington  Street  area,  the  traffic 
pattern  seems  convenient  for  bussing,  and  being  located 
near  the  borders  of  both  Boxford  and  Middleton,  in  the 
event  of  regionalization  the  potential  school  could 
ease  overcrowding  in  the  neighboring  towns  if  necessary. 

No  decisions  have  yet  been  made  on  this  matter  by 
the  committee,  which  is  actively  investigating  suitable 
areas.     Based  on  a  school  population  projection  drawn 
up  by  School  Superintendent,  Dr.  Rouisse,  and  the 
elementary  school  board,  it  appears  that  by  1973-71+ 
there  may  be  over  1,000  pupils  in  the  town,  and  a  need 
for  more  classrooms.    With  this  in  mind,  the  Long  Range 
School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  feels  that  the 
location  and  acquisition  of  a  future  site  is  of  continuing 
importance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Predrika  Joy,  Chairman 
Richard  Smith,  V.  Chairman 
Beth  Warren,  Secretary 
Donald  Cox 
Robert  Hartford 
G-erald  Rourke 
Louis  Tremblay 
Peter  Wilson 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  -  January  1,  1968  $  556,144.18 

Federal  Government  and 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 


Old  Age  Assistance-Medical  Assistance  28,612.97 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children-Disabled  Persons  866.75 
Valuation  Basis  -  Income  -  Corporation  Tax 

20%  Sales  and  Use  Tax  111,547.41 

School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  -  80%  Sales  Tax  173,485.73 

School  Building  Assis.  -  Construction  18.773.77 

Title  I            ~  5. ,364. 00 

Transportation  9,957.99 

Vocational  Education  87.38 

Federal  Aid  #874  7,304.00 

School  Lunch  Reimbursement  10,226.76 

Immunization  Assistance  Program  675.00 

Premature  Baby  Assistance  108.58 


Library-  Aid  837.75 

Corporation  Tax  27.64 

Meals  Tax  174.27 

Loss  of  Taxes  8,611.84 


Highway  -  Chapter  81  13,200.00 

Chapter  90  1,696.91 

Improvement  Loan  3,741.63 

National  Defense  Education  III  1,287.73 

Veterans  Benefits  2,531.67 

Veterans  Abatements  392.00 

Welfare  15.79 


Collector  of  Taxes 

Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  1,341,042.10 


Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  1,160.05 

Filing  Liens  486.00 

Water  Rates  47,064.81 

Construction  §  Connections  Fees-Misc.  3,995.67 

Hydrant  Damage  -  Reimbursement  230.95 

County  of  Essex 

Ipswich  Street  3,340.07 

Dog  Fund  Reimbursement  906.34 

Court  Fines  502.85 


Cemetery  Department 

Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments  -  Foundations  and 

Sale  of  lots  4,297.90 

"  $1,802,553.41 
Carried  forward  $2,358,697.59 
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Total  Receipts  Carried  Forward  $2,358,697.59 
Library 

Sale  of  Books  15.74 

Book  Fines  1,148.25 

Non- Residents  330.00 

School  Reimbursement  600.00 

Schools 

Cafeteria  27,418.22 

Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent  1,839.75 

Summer  School  and  Yearly  Tuitions  724.30 

Book  finds  -  personal  calls  205.18 

County  Retirement  10,430.59 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  83,244.58 

State  Withholding  Taxes  14,914.68 

Building  Fees  2,009.00 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  6,976.65 

Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Insurance  O.M.E.  314.62 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  695.45 

By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists  156.92 

Dog  Licenses  1,112.75 

Clinic  121.50 

Disposal  Installers  Permits  110.00 

Dump  -  Stump  Permits  156.00 

Gas  Permits  498.00 

I.  D.  Cards  2.00 

Firearms  I.  D.  Cards  706.00 

Insurance  Refunds  -  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  631.22 

Licenses  -  Miscellaneous  390.50 

Machinery  Fund  160.00 

M.A.A.  §  O.A.A.  Refunds  806.48 

Percolation  Tests  1,320.00 

Pistol  Permits  88.00 

Plumbing  Permits  842.00 
Reimbursements : 

Central  Welfare  Dist.  Administration  2,145.00 

3M  Copies  215.50 

B.T.W.  District  212.10 

Sale  of  Highway  Equipment  150.00 

Salt  Overcharge  Refund  228.56 

Plowing  State  Roads  532.76 

Insurance  Indemnity  -  Highway  -  Fire  11,786.45 

Loss  of  Glass  -  School  76.00 

Water  Connections  1,307.32 

Overpayments  814.66 

$  175,436.63 


Carried  forward 


$2,534,134.32 
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Total  Receipts  Carried  Forward  $2,534,134.32 

Security-Danvers  Nat'l.  Bank- Short  Term  Notes  300,000.00 

Tailings  29.44 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  5,732.50 

Trust  Funds  7,978.33 

Wire  Inspection  Fees  2,048.00 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals -Requirement  100.00 
Town  of  Topsfield  -  Stab.  Fund  -  $95,850.00) 

Matched  By  State                            $95,850.00)  191,700.00 

Total  Receipts  $3,041,722.59 


DISBURSEMENTS 


January 

Warrant     1-5  Inc. 

$  92,155.23 

February 

6-9 

88,848.77 

March 

10-14 

338,585.78 

April 

15-18 

104, 095.  -92 

May 

19-23 

284,361.84 

June 

24-27 

78,542.52 

July 

28-31 

116,735.79 

August 

32-36 

323,144.10 

September 

37-40 

146,453.64 

October 

41-44 

89,264.82 

November 

45-48 

730,566.49 

December 

49-56 

134,026.29 

Total  Disbursements  $2,526,781.19 
Cash  Balance  -  December  31,  1968  $  514,941.40 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
Treasurer 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 
December  31,  1968 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  ASSESSED 

Oil  Personal  Estate  Only  100 

On  Real  Estate  Only  1300 

On  Both  Personal  §  Real  Estate  1400 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  PERSONAL  ESTATE 

Stock  in  Trade  $397,800.00 

Machinery  37,550.00 

Live  Stock  (Farm  animals  not  included)  105,680.00 

All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  420,783.73 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $  961,813.73 


VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  REAL  ESTATE 

Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  $  3,941,804.00 

Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  18,284,550.00 

Total  value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  $22,226,354.00 

TOTAL  VALUATION  OF  ASSESSED "ESTATE  $23 , 188 , 167 . 73 

TAX  RATE  PER  $1,000.     =  $52.00 


TAXES  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY,  AND  CITY  OR  TOM  PURPOSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAY 

On  Personal  Estate  $  50,014.32 

On  Real  Estate  1,155,770.41 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  $  1,205,784.73 


NUMBER  OF  LIVE  STOCK  ESTIMATED  UNDER  SECTION  36,  CHAPTER  59 

Horses  (1  year  old,  or  over)  69 

Neat  Cattle:  (1  year  old,  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)  ;  52 

Bulls ,5; . .Yearlings :  heifers,  56  61 

Sheep. ..  (6  months  old,    or  over)  29 

Mink  200 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  OF  LAND  ASSESSED  5979.201 
NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  ASSESSED*  1231 

*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  one  without  regard  to 
the  number  of  families  housed. 


It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true  copy  of 
the  TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES  according  to  our  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
SUBSCRIBED  THIS  15th  DAY  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1968,  UNDER  THE  PENALTIES  OF 
PERJURY. 

1968 'Cars  registered  3,369  JOHN  B.  GAMANS,  Chairman 

Commissioner's  Value. . .$2,833,070.00  CHARLES  E.  PETHYBRIDGE 

Excise  Tax  $    173,509.71  ANTONIO  D'AGOSTINO 

Board  of  Assessors 
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REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 
14  -  Dogs  killed  by  automobile 

18  -  Stray  dogs  picked  up.     (Some  destroyed  -  Some  found 
good  homes.) 

12  -  Complaints  investigated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CHESTER  A.  HOOD,  Dog  Officer 

REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  ending 
December,  1968. 

I  have  visited  the  following  premises  to  examine,  take  numbers,  and 
release. 

Meredith  Farm  -  visited  7  times  -  18  cows  released 
Alfalfa  Farm  -  visited  1  time 
Visited  34  stables  and  released 
Quarantined  32  dogs 
Reports  sent  to  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD,  Animal  Inspector 
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MOSQUITO  CONTROL  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


The  Mosquito  Control  Committee  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
in  June  that  the  Town  of  Topsfield  purchase  and  operate  its  own  mist 
blower  to  supplement  the  control  measures  of  the  Essex  County  Mosquito 
Control  Project  in  the  interest  of  public  health  and  comfort  of  its 
citizens.    The  proposal  of  the  Committee  was  to  combine  the  moth,  Dutch 
elm,  poison  ivy  and  mosquito  control  under  the  jurisdiction  of  one 
superintendent  and  purchase  a  universal  piece  of  spray  equipment  for 
pesticide  application.    The  use  of  such  equipment  would  require  the 
training  and  licensing  of  an  operator  or  employing  an  operator  for 
applications  of  pesticides  under  present  state  regulations. 

Continued  monitoring  and  survey  work  was  conducted  by  Mr.  John  Sanger- 
mano  to  assess  the  index  of  mosquito  populations  and  their  fluctua- 
tions in  the  Town. 

A  report  submitted  to  this  Committee  by  Superintendent  Robert  W. 
Spencer  of  the  Essex  County,  Revere,  Winthrop,  North  Reading  Mosquito 
Control  Project  for  1968  reveals  that  the  project  staff  has  increased 
from  four  part-time  employees  in  1965  to  eleven  full-time  employees  and 
six  temporary  laborers.    The  number  of  communities  enrolled  in  the  pro- 
ject has  increased  from  nineteen  in  1965  to  twenty- three  in  1968  with 
fourteen  communities  yet  to  join  in  Essex  County.    Project  headquarters 
were  moved  from  Beverly  to  48  Bass  Avenue  in  Gloucester  because  of  the 
need  of  additional  space  for  storage  of  newly  acquired  equipment. 

Mr.  Spencer  reported  a  winter  pre-hatch  treatment  of  560  acres  of  known 
breeding  sites  and  larviciding  1,100  acres  during  the  spring.  This 
treatment  along  with  the  spraying  and  fogging  schedule, ass is ted  by  the 
below  normal  rainfall  during  July  and  August,  resulted  in  a  marked  de- 
crease in  the  mosquito  population  throughout  the  entire  district.  The 
work  accomplished  during  the  past  two  years  on  the  coastal  salt  marshes 
will  materially  reduce  the  population  of  the  salt  marsh  mosquito. 

The  program  of  the  Essex  County  Project  is  designed  to  reduce  the 
mosquito  nuisance  for  public  health  and  to  encourage  wildlife  preser- 
vation.   This  requires  the  continued  support  from  the  town  of  Topsfield 
and  all  the  other  communities  in  the  County.    This  Committee  recommends 
continued  support  of  the  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control  Project. 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  Essex  County,  Revere,  Winthrop,  and  North 
Reading  Mosquito  Control  Project  in  the  town  of  Topsfield  during  1968 
is  as  follows: 


Winter  prehatch  or  ice  dusting  for  larval  control  27  acres 

Spring  larviciding  with  Abate  36  acres 

Brush  removed  from  the  banks  of  fresh  water  streams  1000  ft.* 

Streams  reclaimed  with  power  equipment  2000  ft.* 

Streams  cleared  of  debris  employing  hand  labor   800  ft.* 
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Days  during  the  summer  when  Project  equipment  sprayed  or  fogged  to 
control  the  adult  mosquitoes: 

June  3,  13,  21,  24 
July  1,  8,  22,  29 
August  12,  15,  19,22 
September  3,  5 

*During  the  fall  season  the  Project  reclaimed  the  brook  which  originates 
north  of  Washington  Street  from  a  point  at  the  turn  around  on  Meadow- 
view  Drive  to  the  culvert  under  Fox  Run  Road.    A  tributary  stream 
flowing  south  parallel  with  Fox  Run  Road  was  also  reclaimed  thus  elim- 
inating many  mosquito  breeding  pockets  in  the  general  area  bound  by 
Prospect  and  Washington  Streets  and  Meadowview  Drive. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ELWOOD  D.  BICKFORD,  Chairman 
PAUL  T.LOUGHLIN 
WILLIAM  G.  STIERTZ 
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CIVIL  DEFENSE  REPORT 

To  the  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

A  detailed  report  of  Divil  Defense  activities  and  programs  may  be 
found  in  the  1966  Annual  Town  Report.    See  pages  50  -  53. 

This  report  for  1968  is  to  point  out  two  new  programs  and  to  highlight 
needs  with  which  we  should  be  concerned  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  local  Post  of  the  Explorer  scouts  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  John 
Ray,  have  volunteered  their  services  during  an  emergency.    They  have 
been  working  and  studying  under  a  program  called  the  "READY"  program. 
I  have  assisted  them  in  their  training  and  have  made  our  CD.  portable 
radios  available  to  them  for  training.    It  is  their  plan  to  become 
sufficiently  trained  so  that  they  may  be  a  real  help  in  any  CD. 
emergency. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  radio  amateurs  in  Town  for  Civil  Defense  work,  I  have 
started  a  radio  course  to  assist  interested  persons  in  obtaining  a 
radio  license.    We  are  holding  classes  every  Thursday  evening  and 
sosie  thirty  persons  are  participating.    In  this  same  area  we  have  pur- 
chased a  radio  station  to  be  operated  in  the  Radio  Amateur  Civil 
Emergency  Service  (R.A. C.E.S. ) .    This  station  is  already  set  up  and  is 
operational  at  the  CD.  communications  room  at  the  Fire  Station. 

The  last  matter  of  interest  are  needs  which  we  have  not  met.    One  is 
to  replace  the  Aux  firetruck  which  was  put  out  of  service  due  to  age. 
(30  years  old)    The  second  is  to  install  an  emergency  generator  at 
the  Emergency  Center  at  the  Town  Hall.    As  matters  now  stand,  during 
a  power  failure  we  are  without  our  emergency  radio  systems  and  cannot 
communicate  with  the  fire  or  police  units.    I  will  place  both  matters 
before  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Selectmen  in  the  near  future 
with  the  hope  that  articles  will  be  placed  in  the  Town  Warrant  and 
then  favorably  acted  upon  by  the  Town. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ROBERT  A.  WOOD 

Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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REPORT  OF  NORTH  ESSEX  VETERANS  SERVICE  DISTRICT 


Veterans  Benefits         1969  $15,000.00 


Fifty  percent  of  my  cases  are  Federal,  namely  Pensions,  Social  Security, 
G.I.  Loans,  Appeals,  Educational  Benefits,  G.I.  Conversion  of  Insur- 
ance, visits  to  the  V.A.  Office  and  V.A.  Hospital,  and  Compensation 
awards . 

Town  and  State  aid  must  be  forth  coming  until  the  benefits  are  pro- 
cessed.   Another  factor  has  been  the  sharp  increase  in  deaths  of  Vet- 
erans.   World  War  I  survivors  have  declined  20%  in  five  years.  World 
War  II  survivors  have  declined  from  478,000  to  462,000  in  the  same 
period.    The  average  age  is  49  years.    Post  Korean  Veterans  total 
150,000  in  the  State.    Spanish  War  Veterans  have  declined  from  700  to 
200  -  the  average  age  is  89  years. 

Another  factor  has  been  the  constant  increases  in  the  rates  of 
hospitals,  rest  homes  and  nursing  homes,. which  have  accounted  for  many 
unforseen  expenditures.    Rest  homes  and  nursing  homes  at  this  time  are 
being  paid  retroactive  back  to  January  1968,  and  were  not  included  in 
this  years  budget.    Increased  cost  of  pharmaceuticals  and  medical 
services  have  also  contributed  to  these  increases. 

Operating  within  a  budget  is  very  difficult,  with  costs  of  the  above 
services  spiralling  so  high.    It  is  necessary  to  make  many  adjustments 
because  of  these  unforseen  circumstances. 

This  impact  is  reflected  on  us, -now,  and  will  no  doubt  account  for  in- 
creased expenditures,  as  Veterans  apply  for  services  and  benefits  to 
which  they  are  entitled.    Cash  awards  have  been  made  to  Veterans  and 
their  survivors  or  dependents  totaling  more  than  $40,000.00  over  a 
12  month  period.    These  benefits,  obtained  from  the  Federal  Government, 
have  had  a  substantial  effect  in  keeping  the  costs  of  our  assistance 
program  at  a  comparatively  low  level.    The  policy  of  both  State  and 
Federal  authorities  seems  to  be  one  of  expansion  of  all  programs,  and 
it  appears  there  will  be  no  leveling  off  of  the  expenses  of  this 
Department  in  the  near  future. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


HARRIS  C.  GILES,  Agent 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE 

During  1968  the  Drainage  Committee  continued  work  on  projects  pre- 
viously programmed: 

1.  Cleaning  and  widening  of  School  Brook  upstream  from  Washington 
Street  and  parallel  to  Main  Street. 

2.  Replacement  of  a  broken  section  of  culvert  on  Cleaveland  Brook 
near  Washington  Street. 

Difficulties  were  encountered  which  hindered  completion  of  the  schedul- 
ed plan.    Primary  difficulty  was  the  inability  of  contractors  to  per- 
form work  due  to  a  combination  of  heavy  rain  and  high  ground  water 
during  the  spring  and  earlv  summer  and  previous  commitments. 

Completion  of  work  in  the  Prospect  Street  area  to  improve  street  drain- 
age and  loaming  and  seeding  to  replace  areas  disturbed  in  intial  con- 
struction was  Accomplished. 

A  survey  or  a  new  area  on  School  Brook  upstream  from  Normandy  Way  was 
undertaken.    Improvements  in  the  area  are  being  considered. 

Proposed  work  for  1969  will  be  the  completion  of  all  active  projects. 

No  new  appropriations  are  being  considered  by  the  committee  as  money 
previously  authorized  is  sufficient  for  the  completion  of  projects 
presently  planned. 

The  committee  is  preparing  a  complete  report  of  all  improvements  made 
under  our  jurisdiction  during  the  committee's  tenure.    This  report, 
when  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  will  contain  location  plans 
of  work  done  as  well  as  recommendations  for  future  drainage  work  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  appropriate  Town  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  A.  HERMANS,  Chairman 
LAURANCE  C.  DOSH,  Secretary 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
LAWRENCE  A.  CYR 
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TOPSFIELD  EMERGENCY  CENTER  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  submit  the  second  report  of  the  Emergency  Center  located  at  the 
Town  Hall. 

Personnel  of  the  Emergency  Center: 

Supervisor  Robert  A.  Wood 

Chief  Operator  Lila  M.  Wildes 

Emergency  Center  Operators : 

Winifred  Brackley  Christina  Harwood 

Norma  Carter  Alyce  Johnson 

Cassandra  Fuller  Nellie  Peabody 

David  Fuller  Elizabeth  Wood 

Priscilla  Gamble 

For  the  period  January  1,  1968  through  .and  including  December  31st, 
1968  the  total  radio  and  telephone  calls  were  41,306.    Of  these 
13,984  were  radio  calls  and  27,322  were  telephone  calls. 

Telephone  Radio 

Police  Department  4,226  11,674 

Fire  and  others  1,549  2,310 

There  were  85  calls  for  reporting  fires  and  1,216  calls  requesting 
fire  permits. 

EMERGENCY  ONLY  887-2121 

ALL  OTHER  PURPOSES  887-2116 


Respectfully  submitted, 


LILA  M.  WILDES 
Chief  Operator 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 


During  1968  twenty- two  of  the  older  headstones  in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery 
were  repaired. 

In  continuing  our  policy  of  lowering  headstones  to  ground  level  to 
facilitate  maintenance  of  the  cemetery  grounds,  twenty-five  more 
headstones  were  lowered  this  year. 

The  entrance  to  the  Boston  Street  Cemetery  was  altered  and  relocated 
so  that  it  is  now  twenty  feet  in  width  for  easier  access  to  the 
cemetery. 

The  tool  house  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  built  in  1895,  was  re- 
modled  to  accomodate  present  day  needs  of  the  building. 

There  seems  to  be  an  increased  interest  in  the.  tracing  of  the  designs 
on  many  of  the  earliest  stones  in  the  old  sections  of  the  cemeteries, 
especially  the  slate  stones  between  1720  and  the  early  1800' s.  At 
least  ten  groups  from  different  sections  of  the  country  were  observed 
tracing  the  figures  and  designs  on  these  old  stones,  during  the  past 
season. 

As  in  the  past,  the  Commissioners  will  continue  to  maintain  the 
natural  beauty  of  our  cemeteries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER,  Chairman 
JOSEPH  P.  FRIEND 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

There  were  seventy-eight  permits  granted:  61  New  Construction 

13  Remodeling 
4  Water  Heaters 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  there  was  only  one  violation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WENDELL  P.  HALL 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

During  1968  the  Municipal  Services  Building  Committee  continued  study 
and  planning  work  necessary  for  improving  the  facilities  of  the  Fire 
Department.    To  coordinate  our  planning,  we  have  attended  two  meetings 
with  the  Selectmen. 

A  very  thorough  investigation  of  the  use  of  a  prefabricated  metal 
building  for  the  fire  station  was  conducted.    It  was  hoped  that  costs 
could  be  minimized  with  a  metal  building  but  it  became  apparent  that 
this  type  of  construction  was  not  appropriate  for  this  climate  or  our 
overall  needs. 

We  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  most  feasible  thing  to  do 
would  be  to  build  a  new  fire  station  using  brick  and  masonry  construc- 
tion.   This  would  leave  the  present  fire  station  building  for  use  by 
the  Highway  Department.    This  should  adequately  serve  their  needs  for 
the  next  twenty- five  years. 

We  recommend  that  the  new  station  be  faced  onto  High  Street  using  the 
same  town  owned  land  that  the  present  station  now  stands  on.    We  have 
met  with  our  architect  who  has  prepared  a  preliminary  plan  and  cost 
estimate  for  a  new  fire  station,  which  we  feel  would  adequately  serve 
the  Town's  need  for  the  next  twenty  to  twenty- five  years.  The 
committee  can  go  no  further  until  the  Town  votes  to  make  planning 
funds  available. 

We  have  submitted  an  article  to  the  Selectmen  to  be  placed  in  the 
Warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  requesting  funds  so  that  final 
construction  plans  and  specifications  may  be  completed.    At  the  com- 
pletion of  the  planning  stage,  firm  construction  bids  would  be  obtained. 

If  favorable  action  is  taken  by  the  Town  on  our  recommendation,  we 
would  be  prepared  to  present  firm  bids  to  the  Town  in  the  late  spring 
of  early  summer.    At  that  time  funds  would  be  requested  for  construc- 
tion of  the  new  fire  station. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE,  Chairman 
ROBERT  A.  WOOD,  Clerk 
PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
LESLIE  S.  RAY 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 


It  was  a  very  good  year.    It  marked  the  beginning  of  park  participa- 
tion in  Town  recreation  planning.    Baseball  diamonds,  skating  areas 
and  tennis  courts  were  maintained  by  our  personnel  with  Recreation 
Committee  funds. 

In  June,  the  Selectmen  entered  into  a  five  year  lease  (one  dollar  per 
year)  with  The  Congregational  Church  of  Topsfield,  insuring  use  for 
Town  recreation  purposes  of  some  ten  acres  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the 
Emerson  Center.    This  property  is  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Park  Department. 

Last  year,  in  addition  to  the  routine  maintenance  of  the  Common,  the 
Church  Piece,  the  Library  Triangle,  Bare  Hill  Park  and  the  grassed 
triangles  on  South  Main  Street  and  Rowley  Road,  we  carried  out  a  root 
feeding  program  for  the  trees.    Our  flagpole  on  the  Common  received 
two  coats  of  paint,  and  the  halyards  were  replaced.    The  two  lighted 
Christmas  Trees  on  the  Common  and  by  the  Library  received  favorable 
comment . 

We  again  have  been  fortunate  to  have  had  as  superintendent,  George 
Earle,  with  an  able  assist  from  his  son,  Hazen. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  W.  DAY, Chairman 
WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 
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TREE  WARDEN'S  and  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

The  main  problem  facing  the  tree  department  is  involved  in  the  re- 
placement of  the  trees  that  have  been  lost  during  the  past  several 
years.  This  is  more  of  a  problem  along  our  older  accepted  streets 
than  in  the  newer  developments  located  in  the  wooded  areas  of  the 
town. 

Some  of  the  questions  to  be  answered  in  replacing  these  trees  are: 

Should  a  new  tree  be  replaced  in  nearly  the  same  location? 

Will  the  highway  need  to  be  widened  at  this  point  in  the  future? 

Should  the  new  tree  be  planted  on  private  property  near  the 
town  property  line? 

Does  the  property  owner  want  a  tree  on  his  property? 

What  variety  of  tree  should  be  planted  in  this  location? 

If  the  property  is  sold,  what  changes  will  be  made  by  a  new  owner 
that  will  affect  this  new  tree  in  a  few  years? 

During  the  fall,  a  new  Shade  Tree  Planting  Advisory  Committee  was 
formed  and  in  cooperation  with  the  Tree  Warden  is  attempting  to  answer 
some  of  the  above  questions. 

Our  Dutch  Elm  Disease  program  is  continuing  and  another  fifty  diseased 
elms  from  four  to  over  thirty- six  inch  s  in  diameter  were  removed. 

During  1969  the  Massachusetts  Electric  Company  and  the  Tree  Warden 
will  again  cooperate  in  an  electric  line  clearance  program.  The 
Electric  Company  will  pay  for  removing  the  dead,  hanging,  and  danger- 
ous limbs  over  and  near  the  electric  wires,  so  that  the  electric 
service  will  remain  nearly  constant  during  storms. 

The  Emergency  Center  located  in  the  Town  Hall  has  been  of  considerable 
help  during  the  emergencies  created  by  fallen  and  hanging  limbs.  The 
cooperation  of  the  Police  and  the  Highway  Department  both  with  their 
radios  and  equipment  during  emergencies,  has  made  the  clean-up  work 
much  easier  to  perform. 

The  helmets  and  raincoats  of  the  Civilian  Defense  Department  have  been 
used  by  this  Department  several  times  during  the  past  year,  to  good 
advantage . 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  has  cooperated 
with  my  Department  during  the  past  year. 


Respectfully  submitted: 


WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  1968  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  accomplished  in  drainage, 
widening,  scraping  and  resurfacing  of  the  roads  in  Topsfield. 

Under  Chapter  90  funds,  new  road  construction  was  started  on  Ipswich 
Road  from  Route  One  to  North  Street. 

Under  General  Highway  and  State  Bond  Issue  funds,  new  road  construc- 
tion was  completed  on  Washington  Street,  from  Lockwood  Lane  to  Brook 
Road. 

Under  Chapter  90  Maintenance  and  General  Highway  funds,  South  Main 
Street  was  widened  and  resurfaced  from  Route  One  to  Pemberton  Road. 

Under  General  Highway  funds,  catch  basins  were  installed  and  drainage 
work  was  done,  in  trouble  spots  around  Town.    A  section  of  Rowley  Bridge 
Road  and  Hill  Street  was  widened. 

Under  Chapter  81  funds,  roads  were  swept,  oiled  and  sanded.  Catch 
basins  were  cleaned  and  brush  along  the  highway  was  cut.    Guard  rails 
were  also  painted. 

We  still  need  many  roads  in  Town  widened  to  facilitate  passage  of  in- 
creased traffic  and  school  busses.    Drainage  remains  a  constant  pro- 
blem and  much  work  still  needs  to  be  done. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  co-operated 
with  this  department  during  the  past  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  organized  and  re-elected  Benjamin  W.  English  as 
Chairman  and  Robert  H.  Klar  as  Clerk.    Members  were  appointed  as 
representatives  from  the  Board  and  responsibilities  within  the  Board 
as  follows: 

Conservation  Commission  -  James  R.  Klock 
Soil  Erosion  Board  -  Robert  H.  Klar 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  -  Reynold  B.  Nippe 
Updating  Rules  and  Regulations  -  Jackson  0.  Welsh 
Highway  Department  -  James  R.  Klock 

The  Board  held  several  work  meetings  in  addition  to  24  regular  meetings. 

The  appointment  of  a  professional  senitarian  by  the  Board  of  Health 
is  heartily  welcomed  by  the  Board,  and  the  Board  looks  forward  to  a 
continuing  close  working  relationship  with  John  R.  Romanski. 

Increasing  problems  of  off-site  drainage  is  causing  great  concern  to 
the  Board  and  obviously  will  require  more  comprehensive  soil  analysis 
data  on  definitive  plans  than  ever  before. 

Members  made  repeated  inspections  of  old  and  new  sub-divisions  with 
particular  interest  in  the  quality  of  the  road  base  materials,  pro- 
posed and  finished  grades. 

The  Board  participated  in  State  Federation  meetings,  informal  gather- 
ings with  neighboring  towns  and  meetings  relative  to  the  relocation  of 
Interstate  95. 

A  summary  of  the  subdivision  activity  follows  on  the  next  page. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


BANJAMIN  W.  ENGLISH,  Chairman 
ROBERT  H.  KLAR,  Clerk 
REYNOLD  B.  NIPPE 
JAMES  R.  KLOCK 
JACKSON  0.  WELSH 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 1  REPORT  1968 


The  Topsfield  Town  Library  continued  to  upgrade  its  service  to  the 
community  during  1968.    Several  improvements  were  made  to  the  build- 
ing.   Among  them  are  new  floodlights  which  paint  the  front  of  the 
Library  at  night  and  add  to  the  general  beauty  of  our  village  green 
area.    Complete  storm  windows  were  installed  in  the  stack  area  in 
order  to  reduce  heating  costs. 

The  Library  Staff 

At  the  year  end  our  Library  staff  included  seven  persons: 

Mrs.  Edwin  D.  Mayo,  Head  Librarian 

Mrs.  Charming  K.  Dupouy,  Assistant  Librarian 

Mrs.  E.  Brewster  Way land 

Mrs.  John  Moscarito 

Mrs.  Thomas  Anderson 

Mrs.  Alexander  Reid 

Mr.  Richard  Crocker,  Custodian 

Our  Librarian  is  a  member  of  several  library  associations  and  is 
currently  serving  as  President  of  the  Merrimack  Valley  Library 
Association. 

Library  Usage 

In  1968  the  book  circulation  was  70,373.    These  books  were  borrowed 
by  an  estimated  3,800  residents.    This  is  an  average  of  18-1/2  books 
per  borrower,  more  than  three  times  the  national  average  for  towns 
our  size. 

The  collection  has  reached  22,775  volumes. 

Beginning  in  March,  the  Library  hours  were  expanded  to  include  Tues- 
day and  Friday  mornings  from  10  am  to  12  pm. 

The  Library  continues  to  conduct  a  loan  service  to  the  Proctor  School. 
The  story  hour  for  children  is  also  a  continuing  service.     It  is  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Dupouy  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays  and  now  includes 
two  sessions,  one  at  10  am  and  another  at  11  am.    This  October  through 
May  program  has  been  highly  successful. 

Our  Library  continues  to  make  use  of  the  Inter-Library  Loan  Service, 
headquarters  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  sub -headquarters  at 
Andover. 

The  upstairs  art  gallery  and  Trustees'  Room  have  been  used  by  Town 
civic  organizations  and  continue  to  be  available  for  such  usage. 
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Funds 


The  overall  Library  budget  is  supported  from  funds  approved  by  the 
finance  committee  and  voted  by  the  residents  at  town  meeting.  The 
Library  appropriation,,  however,  is  partly  offset  by  non-tax  income 
which  must  be  applied  against  Library  expenses  as  follows: 

Dog  License  Fees  $1,108.00 

Trust  Fund  Income  $1,200.00 

Fines  $1,148.25 

Non-resident  Fees  $  330.00 

State  Aid  $  837.75 

Elementary  School  $  600.00 


Special  Programs 


There  were  several  special  activities  for  youngsters  during  the  year. 
A  film  program* was  held  in  the  Spring  and  a  three-day  film  festival 
during  the  Christmas  vacation.    A  nationally  known  poet,  David  McCord, 
gave  two  poetry  readings  on  November  23  in  honor    of  Children's  Book 
Week . 


A  special  evening  program  of  folk  music  by  Mr.  Allen  Koenig  of  Tops- 
field  was  presented  during  National  Library  Week.    Several  exhibits 
by  New  England  artists  were  on  display  in  the  Library  art  gallery 
during  the  year.    An  exhibiting  artist,  Mr.  Philip  Perkins  of  Lynn- 
field,  gave  a  morning  lecture  and  demonstration  in  October. 


Library  hours  and  Trustee  Meetings 


Tuesday  and  Friday  10  am  to  12  pm 
Monday  through  Friday  2  pm  to  5  pm 
Monday  through  Friday  7  pm  to  9  pm 
Saturday  1  pm  to    5  pm 

Library  Trustee  Meetings  are  held  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month 
startingat  8  pm.    These  meetings  are  open  to  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DR.  MARIO  D.  BANUS,  Chairman 

BARBARA  K.  BOOTH,  Financial  Secretary 

MARION  G.  KIMBALL,  Secretary  • 

EVELYN  L.  FALES 

STANLEY  M.  COHEN 

WILLIAM  McTIGUE 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


The  Topsfield  Conservation  Commission  devoted  a  number  of  hours  dur- 
ing 1968  to  its  major  task:    the  preparation  of  a  Master  Conservation 
Plan  for  the  Town  which  will  be  presented  as  a  guide  for  the  continu- 
ing protection  of  Topsfield' s  natural  resources.    The  commission  hopes 
to  complete  the  Master  Plan  by  the  end  of  1969  so  that  Topsfield  may 
take  constructive  action  in  obtaining  and  preserving  public  lands 
for  conservant  purposes. 

During  1968,  in  several  important  instances,  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission suggested  to  local  land  developers  ways  in  which  neighborhood 
conservation- recreation  areas  might  be  developed.    Acting  in  an  ad- 
visory capacity,  the  Commission  worked  out  with  Mr.  Lester  Peabody  the 
details  upon  which  Mr.  Peabody 's  gift  to  the  Town  of  a  ten  acre  reser- 
vation off  Normandy  Row  was  based.    In  reviewing  plans  for  other 
developments,  the  Commission  has  made  suggestions  for  trailways  and 
recreational  land  to  insure  that  as  the  Community  grows,  the  open 
spaces  do  not  disappear. 

In  other  areas  in  1968,  the  Commission  also  made  recommendations  to 
the  Monitor  Realty  Trust  (involving  the  relocation  of  School  Brook) 
and  the  Wildes  Realty  developer  (where  the  potential  of  a  conservation 
pont  exists) . 

In  the  broader  field  of  State  conservation  activities,  the  Topsfield 
Conservation  Commission  was  represented  by  Mr.  John  Peirce  and  Mr. 
Robert  Klar  at  the  April  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of 
Conservation  Commissions.    Both  Mr.  Klar  and  Mr.  Peirce  served  in 
official  capacities  at  that  annual  meeting.    In  June,  the  Topsfield 
Commission  became  a  member  of  the  Essex  County  Greenbelt  Association. 

The  Topsfield  Conservation  Commission  wrote  to  the  appropriate  State 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  support  of  three  important  pieces  of 
legislation:    a  bill  designed  to  simplify  prosecution  of  violators  of 
anti- littering  laws;  various  bills  which  would  permit  local  veto 
over  the  Outdoor  Advertising  Board's  approval  of  a  billboard,  and  the 
Inland  Wetlands  Act,  which  was  subsequently  enacted  into  law. 

The  Commission  wrote  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  State  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  suggesting  that  the  State  take  over  the  right  of 
way  of  the  defunct  Newburyport  branch  of  the  Boston  §  Maine  Railroad 
which  runs  through  Topsfield,    This  would  provide  an  ideal  trail  area. 

The  Commission  also  looked  into  the  availability  of  State  funds  for 
acquiring  open  lands  for  conservation  and  recreational  use.    It  pro- 
posed to  the  Long  Range  School  Planning  §  Building  Committee  that 
Daley  Field  be  considered  as  a  potential  school  site  since  drainage 
problems  appear  to  rule  out  development  as  a  subdivision.    It  also 
received  favorably  a  suggestion  from  the  School  Planning  Committee 
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that  the  Conservation  Commission  consider  acquisition  of  land  along 
Fish  Brook. 

In  the  late  fall,  the  conservation  Commission,  concerned  that  there 
was  no  official  group  currently  working  on  long-range  tree  planning 
for  Topsfield,  elected  three  Associates  of  the  Commission  who  will 
serve  on  the  Tree  Planning  Committee  under  Commission  auspices. 
Chairman  of  the  new  Committee  is  Derek  VanEtten;  fellow  associates 
are  John  Nutter  and  Douglas  Rankin. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LAWRENCE  A.  'CYR  WALTER  H.  McINTOSH,  Jr. 

ROBERT  H.  KLAR  DEBORAH  MOULTON 

JAMES  B.  KLOCK  BARBARA  WELSH,  Secretary 

JOHN  W.  PEIRCE.  Chairman 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1968. 


Dwellings  60 

Additions  27 

Garages  (Residential)   5 

Remodeling   1 

Storage  Buildings   3 

Stables   3 

School  Addition   1 

Retail  Store   1 

Housed  Swimming  Pool.   1 


Total  Permits  102 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
Building  Inspector 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 


This  report  covers  the  seventeenth  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  Water  System. 

During  the  year  38  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls, 
bringing  the  total  to  952.    There  are  176  hydrants  in  the  system. 
Approximately  4,614  feet  of  8"  main  were  installed  and  the  present 
length  of  mains  is  25.09  miles. 

Water  consumption  increased  almost  10%  over,  the  previous  year  with 
135,958,000  gallons  pumped. 

The  new  well  field  on  Perkins  Row  is  in  the  final  stages  of  completion. 
All  equipment  and  controls  are  being  hooked  up  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  field  shall  become  operative  before  next  spring. 

At  a  Special  Town  Meeting  held  in  November  1965,  the  Town  Authorized 
the,  taking  by  Eminent  Domain  of  the  area  on  Perkins  Row  needed  for 
the  new  well  field.    Town  Counsel  consumated  the  proceedings  in 
September  1966.    The  former  owner  has  filed  a  damage  suit  against  the 
Town  with  the  trial  scheduled  for  early  January  1969. 

Each  year  the  continued  growth  of  our  Town  increases  the  responsibil- 
ity and  work  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Nicholas  D'Agostino.  He 
continues  to  fulfill  his  responsibilities  in  a  commendable  manner. 
The  increased  work  load  of  the  office  is  efficiently  handled  by  Mrs. 
Agnes  Fletcher.    We  are  grateful  to  each  of  them. 

Mr.  Lorrin  M.  Pittendreigh  resigned  as  Water  Commissioner  due  to  re- 
location of  his  work.    Mr.  Stephen  J.  Chamberlin,  Jr.  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  fill  his  unexpired  term. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
STEPHEN  J.  CHAMBERLIN,  JR. 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
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ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

The  Electrical  Department  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  issued  a  total  of 
203  permits  in  the  year  1968. 

127  Renovations  or  Alterations 

56  New  Dwellings 

11  Commercial 

 9  Municipal 

203  Total  permits  issued 


Respectfully  submitted, 


LESTER  E.  SHEPARD 
Inspector  of  Wires 


TOWN  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

As  has  been  set  forth  in  previous  reports  the  Insurance  Committee  is 
charged  with  keeping  the  Town  property  adequately  insured  for  any 
likely  contingency  and  the  Town  employees  properly  protected  for  any 
liability  suit  within  the  limits  set  forth  in  the  General  Laws. 

Again  this  year  the  Topsfield  package  insurance  policy  was  updated 
to  include  insurance  on  additional  vehicles  acquired  by  the  Town  and 
further  increased  the  Fire  Insurance  on  Town  buildings  to  keep  pace 
with  increased  valuations. 

At  the  request  of  the  School  Building  Committee  this  Committee 
assumed  the  responsibility  for  providing  adequate  property  insurance 
on  the  Steward  School  addition  now  under  construction. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FRANCIS  BROWN,  Chairman 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
DAVID  L.  TWISS 
JAMES  R.  COLLINS 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Committee  Clerk 
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CENTRAL  ESSEX  WELFARE  DISTRICT  REPORT 


The  town  of  Topsfield  used  no  funds  for  General  Relief  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1968. 

In  January,  Lucinda  O'Loughlin,  social  worker  was  added  to  the  staff, 
giving  the  Central  Essex  Welfare  District  two  social  workers. 

The  State  assumed  control  of  the  costs  and  administrations  of  Public 
Welfare  on  July  1,  1968. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Yasi,  social  worker,  returned  to  college  in  September 
to  prepare  for  a  master's  degree. 

As  of  October,  a  social  worker  has  been  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  first 
Friday  afternoon  of  the  month. 

Mrs.  Claire  Taylor,  formerly  at  the  Groveland  Welfare  Office  has 
succeeded  Mr.  Maurice  Medoff  as  Director  of  the  Central  Essex  Welfare 
Service  Office. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CLAIRE  E.  TAYLOR 

Central  Essex  Welfare  Service  Office 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1968 

TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 


Current  Year: 


Personal  48,610.64 

Real  Estate  1,121,705.51  $1,170,316.15 


Previous  Years : 

Personal  997.15 

Real  Estate  16,421.17  17,418.32 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1965  40.71 

Year  1967  *  8,981.35 

Year  1968  144,285.37  153,307.43 


From  State  and  Corporation 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Corporation  27.64 
Meals  Tax  174.27 

State  Tax  111,547.41  111,749.32 


Licenses  and  Permits 


Victuallers 

4 

00 

Junk 

10 

00 

Overnight  Cabins 

1 

00 

Sunday  Licenses 

318 

00 

Gas  Registration 

5 

50 

Motor  Vehicle  Sales 

30 

00 

Milk  and  Oleo 

14 

50 

Pistol  Permits 

88 

00 

Mfg.  and  sale  -  Ice  Cream 

5 

00 

Misc.  Licenses 

2 

50 

Carried  forward 


$1,453,269.72 
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Brought  forward 

Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government: 

Old  Age  Assistance  1,000.00 

Medical  Aid  14,821.33 

Federal  School  Aid  -  P.L.  874  7,304.00 

Disability  Assistance  400.00 

School-National  Defense  Ed.  P.L.  874  1,287.73 

School  -  Title  I  3,339.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children   176.00 

From  State: 

Welfare  15 . 79 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  290.75 

Medical  Aid  11,918.75 

Old  Age  Assistance  872.89 

Reimbursement- Loss  of  Taxes  8,611.84 

Highway  Chap.  81  Maintenance  13,200.00 

Highway  Chap.  90  Construction  1,696.91 

School  Aid- Vocational  87.38 

School  Transportation  9,957.99 

School  Aid- Chapter  70  173,485.73 

Re imb. -Chapter  760- Library  837.75 

Veterans'  Benefits  2,531.67 

Spec.  Edu.  Prog.  Chap.  69-71  2,025.00 

Highway  Improvement  Loan  3,741.63 

Corp.  §  Tax  Disabled  Veterans  392.00 

School  Bldg.  Assis.  Comm.  18,773.77 

Vaccine  Assistance  Program  675.00 

Health  Department  108.58 

Matching  Grant- School  Construction  95,850.00 

From  County: 

Reimbursement- -Dog  Fund  906.34 

Court  Fines  502.85 

Highway- -Chapter  90  3,340.07 


General  Government 


Collector- -Tax  Liens  486.00 

Dog  Clinic  121.50 

Sale  of  Resident  Lists,  By-Laws  §  Maps  156.92 

Building  Fees  2,009.00 

Percolation  Tests  1,320.00 

Gas  Permits  498.00 

Police  Dept.  -  Accident  Reports  215.50 

Police  Dept.  -  Gun  Registration  706.00 


Carried  forward 


$1,453,269.72 


28,328.06 


345,073.43 


4,749.26 


1,830,639.35 
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Brought  forward  1,830,639.35 
General  Government  (continued) 

Telephone  Reimb.  -  Health  District  19.80 

Plowing  Refund  -  State  532.76 

Salt  Refund  -  State  228.56 

Plumbing  Permits  842.00 

Stump  Permits  156.00 

Wiring  Permits  2,048.00 

Installer's  Permits  110.00 

Identification  Cards  2.00 

Zoning  Board  100.00 

Sale  of  Miscellaneous  Equipment  150.00 
Insur.  I demnity- Highway  Garage                       11,786.45  21,488.49 


Water  Department 

Water  Rates  47,064.81 

Water  Construction  Fees  2,310.00 

Water  Connections  2,992.99  52,367.80 

School 

School  Lunch  Refund  Adjustment  97.65 

School  Lunch  Receipts  27,418.22 

School  Lunch  Reimbursements -State  10,226.76 
School  Tuition  724.30 

School  Gym  Rent  1,839.75 
Misc.  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Pers .Tel. Calls  205.18  40,511.86 


Library  -  Fines 

Library  -  Non  Resident  Fees 

Library  -  School  Reimbursement 

Library  -  Sale  of  books 


1,148.25 
330.00 
600.00 
15.74 


Cemeteries 


Sale  of  Lots 

Reimbursement  -  Care  of  Lots 
Reimbursement  -  Burials 
Bequests  -  Endowments 
Foundations 

Interest- -on  Deferred  Taxes 


990.00 
95.00 
1,165.00 
1,900.00 

147.00 


4,297.00 
1,160.05 


Carried  forward 


1,953,339.66 
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Brought  forward 


1,953,339.66 


Unclassified 


Stabilization  Fund  95,850.00 

County  Retirement  Board  10,425.71 

Federal  Withholding  Tax  83,231.68 

State  Withholding  Tax  14,911.45 

Dog  Licenses  for  County  1,112.75 

O.A.A.  §  M.A.A.  Reimbursement  806.48 

Machinery  Fund  160.00 

Indemnity  $  Refunds  -  Insurance  306.95 

Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins.  8,617.94 

Tailings  29.44 

Re funds -duplicate  payments,  etc.  930.52 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  5,732.50 

O.A.A.  Admin.  Refund  2,145.00 


224.260.42 


Trust  Funds 


Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  415.47 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  1,184.84 

General  Library  Fund  891.05 

John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  1,184.75 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  1,096.70 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  2,778.97 

S.S.  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  85.00 

George  Francis  Dow  Library  Fund  111.90 

Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  35.05 

George  Gould  Park  Fund  77.33 

George  Gould  Common  Fund  117. 27 


Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Revenue 


7,9,78.33 
300,000.00 


Total  Receipts  $2,485,578.41 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1968  556,144.18 


$3,041,722.59 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


131 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
PAYMENTS 
Town  Officers'  Salaries 


Moderator 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Selectmen 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Accountant 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Treasurer 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Collector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Assessors 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 


30.00 
30.00 


1,500.00 
1,500.00 


600.00 
600.00 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


50.00 
50.00 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 


30.00 


1,500.00 


600.00 


3,000.00 


3,000.00 


3,000.00 


50.00 


1,000.00 


Planning  Board  -  Clerk  and  Chairman 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Total  Town  Officers'  Salaries 


600.00 
600.00 


600.00 


$  12,780.00 


Carried  forward 


$  12,780.00 


132 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


Brought  forward  $    12, 780. C 


Town  Officers '  Expenses 


Town  Hall  Clerks  13,208.96 

Office  Supplies  §  Equipment  1,237.25 

Selectmen: 

Printing,  postage  §  books  79.00 

Association  Dues  54.00 

Mileage  §  Attending  Meetings  37.50  170.50 

Accountant : 

Supplies  $  postage  53.99 

Association  Dues  5.00 

Mileage  6.00 

State  Auditors  17.00  81.99 

Treasurer: 

Printing,  postage, stationery  831.55 

Vault  Rental  12.00 

Surety  Bond  138.00 

Association  Dues  5.00 

Record  Note  10.00 

Filing  Fee  7.00  1,003.55 

Town  Collector: 

Printing,  postage  §  supplies  879.91 

Surety  Bonds  213.00 

Association  Dues  5.00 

Deputy  Collector  22.50  1,120.41 

Zoning  Board  -  Advertising  51.28 

Town  Counsel  3,000.00 

Finance  Committee: 

Clerical  158.40 

Dues  20.00 

Supplies  5.00  183.40 

20,057.34 


Carried  forward 


12,780.00 
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Brought  forward 


20,057.34  12,780.00 


Assessors : 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 
Attending  Meetings  §  Mileage 
Association  Dues 
Abstracting  Deeds 
Consultations -Engineering 


250.10 
42.90 
30.00 

195.32 
78.10 


596.42 


Town  Clerk: 
Recording  Fees 
Dues 

Printing,  postage  §  supplies 
Attending  Meetings 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue 


97.00 
8.00 
85.89 
56.90 


21,000.00 
20,901.55 


247.79  20,901.55 


98.45 


Elections : 

Registrars  400.00 

Election  Officers  1,183.33 

Printing,  postage  1,186.89 

Misc.  Labor  §  Clerical  exp.  820.35 

Warrants  and  Ballots  408.94 

Food  114.63 

Constable  50.00 

Supplies  49.54 

Sound  300.00 

Chairs  155.70 

New  Booths,  signs,  repairs  1,321. 14 

Bal.  brought  forward  902.90 
Appropriated  5,000.00 

Trans . -Selectmens  Spc.  87. 62 

Expended  5,990.52 


5,990.52 


Census  Listing 
Appropriated 
Expended 


400.00 
400.00 


400.00 


Insurance  Committee  Clerk 
Appropriated  200.00 
Expended  200.00 


200.00 


Carried  forward 


40,272.07 
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Brought  forward 


Town  Hall  Furnishings: 

Appropriated  183.50 

Expended  85.45 

Bal.  carried  forward  98.05 

Town  Hall: 

Janitor's  Services  2,000.00 

Fuel  1,150.81 

Lights  1,327.73 

Supplies  320.28 

Repairs  £,  equipment  1,851.18 

Decorating  35.50 

Water  40.00 

Con tract -He at  Maintenance  275.00 

Appropriated  7,000.00 
Expended  7,000.00 

Selectmen's  Special: 

Supplies  §  Miscellaneous  22.00 

Filing  Fees  5.00 

T.B.  Follow-up  60.00 

Appropriated  2,000.00 

Expended  87.20 

Transfers  1,628.16  1,715.36 

Trans,  to  Revenue  284.64 

Civil  Defense: 

Director's  Salary  150.00 

Director's  car  expense  261.20 

Repairs  §  Maintenance  151.48 

Communications  equipment-new  2,036.49 

Misc.  supplies  138.39 

Electricity  12.00 

Bal.  brought  forward  116.00 
Appropriated  2,200.00 
Insurance  Indemnity  452.82 

2,768.82 

Expended  2,749.56 
Bal.  carried  forward  19. 26 


40,272.07 
85.45 


7,000.00 

87.20 


2,749.561 


Carried  forward 


50,194.28 
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Brought  forward  50,194.28 

Communications  Center: 

Wages  15,379.60 

Telephone  1,891.13 

Radio  equipment-new  830.48 

Radio  Maintenance  28.46 

Misc.  Office  supplies  §  equip.  137.93 

Misc.  supplies  341.25  18,608.85 

Appropriated  18,091.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  498.05 

Telephone  Reimbursement   19. 80 

18,608.85 

Expended  18,608.85 

1967  Town  Hall  Remodelling: 

Bal.  brought  forward  165.84 
Bal.  carried  forward  165.84 

Police  Department: 

Police  Chief's  Salary  8,060.00 

Police  Duty  31,374.83 

Cruiser  Maintenance  4,014.52 

Dues  40.00 

Telephone  168.14 

Clothing,  guns,  etc.  592.67 

Accident  Insurance  311.70 

Painting  Crosswalks  731.00 

Radio  Maintenance  §  New  Equip.  1,124.50 

Office  Supplies  §  Equip.  533.20 

Police  School  120.50 

Misc.  supplies  149.13 

Attending  Meetings  105.45 

Use  of  Car  200.00  47,525.64 

Appropriated  45,130.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  2,477.48 

47,607.48 

Expended  47,525.64 
Trans,  to  Revenue  81.84 

1968  New  Cruiser  .  3,300.00 
Appropriated  3,300.00 

Expended  3,300.00 


Carried  forward 


119,628.77 
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Brought  forward  119,628.77 

Building  Inspector  2,000.00 
Appropriated  2,000.00 
Expended  2,000.00 

Gas  Inspector  402.00 

Appropriated  800.00 

Expended  402.00 

Transfer  to  Revenue  398.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  737.00 

Appropriated  800.00 

Expended  737.00 

Transfer  to  Revenue  63.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,651.50 
Appropriated  1,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  151. 50 

1,651.50 

Expended  1,651. 50 

Fire  Department: 

Chief  2,150.00 

Misc.  Personnel  Salaries  1,300.00 

Call  Men  7,269.75 

Steward's  Salary  1,200.00 

Misc.  Supplies  §  Oxygen  933.06 

Equipment  Repairs -Apparatus  847.80 

Gas,  Oil,  Batteries  311.86 

Fuel  907.69 

Lights  548.97 

Insurance  410.55 

Water  70 . 40 

Printing,  Supplies  76.89 

New  equipment  272.81 

Radio  185.68 

Building  repairs  454.48 

Use  of  car  350.00 

Dues  8.00 


is  37.00 
Hose  698.50  18,033.44 

Appropriated  17,405.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  628.44 

18,033.44 

Expended  18,033.44 


Carried  forward 


142,452.71 
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Brought  forward  142,452.71 

Dog  Fund  311.00 
Appropriated  300.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer   11. 00 

311.00 

Expended  311.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses  520.00 
Appropriated  520.00 
Expended  520.00 

Town  Forest 

Appropriated  250.00 
Transfer  to  Revenue  250,00 

Water  Department: 

Superintendent  7,053.57 

Clerk  3,169.74 

Electricity    -  4,463.91 

Stock  Supplies  5,185.74 

Office  Supplies  948.93 

Telephone  165.00 

Misc.  Labor  3,084.32 

Equipment  Rental  1,291.50 

Maintenance  of  System  2,771.11 

Truck  Maintenance  886.84 

Heat,  Pump  House  118.96 

Engineering  Services  5,125.93 

Dues  17.00 

Advertising  84.20 

Bond  8.00  34,374.75 

Appropriated  34,820.00 
Insurance  Indemnification  230.95 

35,050.95 

Expended  34,374.75 
Trans,  to  Revenue  676.20 

Water  Dept.  -  Land  Purchase 

Balance  brought  forward  133.48 
Balance  carried  forward  133.48 

1966  Additional  Wellfields  $  Station  46,354.69 
Balance  brought  forward  72,318.22 
Expended  46,354.69 
Balance  carried  forward  25,963. 53 

Water  Department  -  1967  Unpaid  Bills  3,608.21 
Appropriated  3,612.21 
Expended  3,608.21 
Transfer  to  Revenue  4.00 

Carried  forward  227,621.36 
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Brought  forward  227,621.36 

Water  Dept.  1968  Water  Pipe  Installation-Turnpike  2,400.00 
Trans,  from  Water- Campmeeting  Rd. 2, 400. 00 
Expended  2,400.00 

1966  Water  Mains  -  Campmeeting  Rd. 
Balance  brought  forward  5,083.19 
Trans,  to  1968  Water  Pipe 
Installation-Turnpike  2,400.00 
Balance  carried  forward  2,683.19 

Moth  Department  -  Truck  Rental  400.00 
Appropriated  400.00 
Expended  400.00 

Poison  Ivy  Eradication  100.00 
Appropriated  100.00 
Expended  100.00 

Moth  Department 

Superintendent  13.20 
Labor  99.30 

Contract- Spraying  §  Trimming  290.00 

Insecticides  995.61  1,398.11 

Appropriated  1,430.00 
Expended  1,398.11 
Trans,  to  Revenue  31.89 

1967  New  Storage  Building  -  Water 
Balance  brought  forward  19.88 
Balance  carried  forward  19.88 

Conservation  Commission  47.00 
Bal.  brought  forward  4,820.87 
Appropriated  850.00 

5,670.87 

Expended  47.00 
Balance  carried  forward  5,623. 87 

Dutch  Elm  Beetle  Suppression: 

Contract- Spraying  §  Removing  1,588.15 
Superintendent  167.20 

Labor  1,117.10 
Burning  Brush  922.50 
Equipment  §  repairs  591.18  4,386.13 

Appropriated  4,400.00 
Expended  4,386.13 
Transfer  to  Revenue  13.87 


Carried  forward 


236,352.60 
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Brought  toward  236,352.60 

Shade  Tree  Department: 

Superintendent  116.60 

Labor  581.10 

Contract- Tree  Surgeons  2,837.00 

Equipment  §  Repairs  207.00 

Dues  5 . 00 

Fertilizer  86.00  3,832,70 

Appropriated  3,850.00 
Expended  3,832.70 
Transfer  to  Revenue  17.30 

Health  Department: 

Milk  Inspector  $  Expenses  490.79 

Garbage  Disposal  5,900.00 

Health  Agent  200.00 

Dog  Clinic  110.20 

Dog  Health  Dept.  30.00 

Flu  §  Polio  Vaccines  §  Clinics  566.90 

Sanitary  Engineer  805.00 

Office  Forms  $  Dues  101.25 

Immunization  Services  525.00 

Animal  Inspector  250.00 

Health  Inspector  212.00 

B-T-W  Health  District  2,952.30  11,783.44 

Appropriated  11,500.00 
Transfer  from  Selectmen  Spc.  91.14 
Check  Voided  192 . 30 

11,763.44 

Expended  11,783.44 

Sanitation  Committee 

Balance  brought  forward  3,324.00 
Balance  carried  forward  3,324.00 

Town  Dump: 

Contract  -  Maintenance  3,018.40 

Equipment  Rental  2,753.50 

Rat  Extermination  240.00 

Police  Duty  579.38 

Misc.  Supplies  22.60 

Sanitary  Landfill  2,600.00  9,213.88 

Balance  brought  forward  282.00 
Appropriated  8,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  1,000.00 

9,282.00 

Expended  9,213.88 
Transfer  to  Overlay  Surplus  68. 12 


Carried  forward 


261,182.62 
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Brought  forward  261,182.62 

1968  Sidewalk  Plow  5,850.60 

Appropriated  6,000.00 

Expended  5,850.60 

Balance  carried  forward  149.40 

Street  Lighting  6,001.41 

Appropriated  6,500.00 

Expended  6,001.41 

Transfer  to  Revenue  498.59 

Highway  Machinery  Operating  Fund  5,155.25 
Balance  brought  forward  155.25 
Appropriated  5,000.00 

5,155.25 

Expended  5,155.25 

1968  Highway  Improvement  Act:  7,451.22 
From  State  3,741.63 
Balance  brought  3,714.89 

7,456.52 

Expended  7,451.22 
Balance  carried  forward  5 . 30 

1968  New  Heavy  Duty  Truck  7,500.00 
Appropriated  7,500.00 
Expended  7,500.00 

General  Highway: 

Superintendent  3,310.00 

Labor  10,838.50 

Stone,  gravel,  asphalt  8,220.54 

Telephone  209.62 

Gas,  oil,  tires  3,169.80 

Equipment  Rental  2,960.50 

Heating  fuel  844.19 

Office  supplies  $  equipment  11.29 

Equipment  §  repairs  3,274.07 

Culverts  2,076.42 

Use  of  car  200.00 

Advertising  24.50 

Signs  714.15 

Supplies  281.73 

Radio  809.20 

Engineering  245.00  37,189.51 

Balance  brought  forward  98.90 

Appropriated  28,000.00 

Refunds  10.25 

Fire  Damage  3,461.43 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  5,618.93 

37,189.51 

Expended  37,189.51 


Carried  forward 


330,330.61 
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Brought  forward  330,330.61 

Highway  -  Fire  Damage  6, 641 . 39 

Appropriated  10,700.00 

Expended  6,641.39 

4,058.61 

Trans,  to  Surplus  Rev.  7,11 

Trans,  to  Gen.  Hwy.  3,461.43 

Trans .  to  Snow  590.07  4,058.61 

Chapter  90  Construction  -  1967 
Balance  brought  forward  155.59 
Balance  carried  forward  155.59 

Chapter  90  Construction  -  1968 

Superintendent  1,210.40 

Labor  3,737.85 

Equipment  Rental  5,896.00 

Culverts  2,768.45 

Gravel  2,977.60 

Machinery  Fund  160.00 

Concrete,  asphalt  1,042.01  17,792.31 

Appropriated  4,829.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Rev.  14,486.00 

19,315.00 

Expended  17,792.31 
Balance  carried  forward  1,522.69 

Removing  Snow  §  Ice 

Superintendent  1,128.80 

Labor  6,906.75 

Hired  trucks,  plows,  etc.  11,184.00 

Sand  and  salt  8,251.78 

Repairs  §  Equipment  1,653.99 

Gas  $  Oil  1,464.75  30,590.07 

Appropriated  30,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  590.07 

30,590.07 

Expended  30,590.07 


Carried  forward 


385,354.38 
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Brought  forward  385,354.38 

Chapter  81  Maintenance: 

Superintendent  1,034.10 

Labor  8,604.32 

Travis,  Patch  §  Concrete  5,748.20 

Equipment  Rental  2,128.00 

Sand,  Gravel  $  Stone  3,060.70 
Culverts  695.65  21,270.97 

Appropriated  7,200.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Rev.  14,100.00 

21,300.00 

Expended  21,270.97 
Transfer  to  Revenue  29.03 

Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance:  5,000.00 
Appropriated  5,000.00 
Expended  5,000.00 

CHARITIES 

General  Relief: 

Appropriated  500.00 
Transfer  to  Revenue  500.00 

Welfare  Administration;  237.50 

Appropriated  600.00 

Expended  237.50 

Transfer  to  Revenue  362. 50 

Expended  -  David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  507.24 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  569.80 
U.S. Grants  brought  forward  3,088.24 
Appropriated  2,500.00 
U.S.  Grants  176.00 

5,764.24 

Expended  569 . 80 

5,194.44 

Trans,  to  Revenue  2,500.00 

U.S. Grants  carried  fwd  2,694.44  5,194.44 

Old  Age  Assistance  Administration:  2,377.68 
Local  Expense  25.00 
Central  Essex  Welfare  District  2,352.68 


2,377.68 


Appropriated  1,126.00 
Reimbursements  1,018.66 
Check  Voided  1,126.34 

3,271.00 

Expended  2,377.68 
Transfer  to  Revenue  893.32 


Carried  forward 


415,317.57 
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Brought  forward 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons : 

U.S. Grants  brought  fwd.  2,189.25 
Appropriated  1,000.00 
U.S.  Grants  400.00 

3,589.25 

Expended  143.40 

3,445.85 


U.S. Grants  carried  fwd.  2,445.85 

Transfer  to  Revenue        1,000.00  3,445.85 


Old  Age  Assistance 

U.S.  Grants  brought  fwd.  16,672.86 
Appropriated  1,500.00 
U.S.  Grants  1,000.00 
Refunds  83.30 

19,256.16 

Expended  1,730.00 

17,526.16 


U.S. Grants  carried  fwd. 16,026. 16 

Transfer  to  Revenue        1,500.00  17,526.16 


Medical  Aid 

U.S. Grants  brought  fwd.  12,919.12 
Appropriated  20,000.00 
U.S. Grants  14,821.33 
Reimbursements  723.18 

48,463.63 

Expended  28,560.95 

19,902.68 


U.S. Grants  carried  fwd.  108.47 
Approp.  carried  fwd.  2,000.00 
Trans,  to  Revenue  1-7,794.21  19,902.68 


Veterans  Benefits 

Balance  brought  forward  3.40 
Appropriated  12,000.00 
Transfer  from  Select. Spc.  1, 297. 90 

13,301.30 

Expended  13,301.30 


Carried  forward 


144 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


Brought  forward  459,053.22 

EDUCATION  and  LIBRARY 

School  (for  detailed  analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report) 

Administration  I  17,313.72 

Appropriated  18,111.00 

Expended  17,313.72 
Transfer  to  Revenue  797.28 

Instruction  II  345,427.69 

Balance  brought  forward  6,800.00 

Appropriated  338,048.00 

Refund  12.00 

Trans,  from  School  III  567.69 

345,427.69 

Expended  345,427.69 

Other  School  Services  III  44,881.10 
Appropriated  51,479.00 
Expended  44,881.10 
Transfer  6,597.90 

Trans. to  Sch.  II  567.69 
Trans. to  Sch.  IV  1,318.81 
Trans. to  Sch.  VI  516.43 
Trans. to  Sch.  VII  1,835.65 
4,238.58 

To  Revenue  2,359.32  6,597.90 

Operation  §  Maintenance  of  Plant  IV  52,159.49 
Appropriated  50,827.00 
Trans,  from  School  III  1,318.81 
Refunds  13.68 

52,159. 49 

Expended  52*,  159!  49 

Community  Services  VI  2,626.43 
Appropriated  2,110.00 
Transfer  from  Sch.  Ill  516.43 

2,626.43 

Expended  2,626.43 

Acuisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  7,746.65 
Appropriated  5,911.00 
Trans,  from  Sch.  Ill  1,835.65 

7,746.65 

Expended  7,746.65 


Carried  forward 


459,053.22 
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Brought  forward  459,053.22 

Programs  with  other  Districts  IX  2,563.20 
Appropriated  3,960.00 
Expended  2,563. 20 

Transfer  to  Revenue  1,396.80 


Total  School  Appropriations  472,718.28  472,718.28 

Steward  School  Architect  Fees  25,000.00 

Appropriated  25,000.00 

Expended  25,000.00 

Option  on  Property 

Appropriated  5,000.00 

Balance  carried  forward  5,000.00 

Special  Milk  $  Lunch  Fund  36,298.25 

School  Lunch  Receipts  27,418.22 

Federal  Reimbursements  10,226.76 

Bal.  brought  forward  1,992.79 

Check  Voided  97.65 

39,735.42 

Expended  36,298.25 

Balance  carried  forward  3,437.17 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  150.17 

Bal.  brought  forward  183.11 

Appropriated  200.00 

383.11 

Expended  150.17 

Balance  carried  forward  232.94 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  1951,  1954,  1962 

Interest  13,810.00 

Appropriated  13,810.00 

Expended  13,810.00 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  1951,  1954,  1962 

Principal  45,000.00 

Appropriated  45,000.00 

Expended  45,000.00 

Steward  School  New  Addition  137,928.84 

Stabilization  Fund  95,850.00 

State  Matching  Fund  95,850.00 

Loans  Authorized  142,300.00 

App. -Surplus  Revenue  75,000.00 

409,000.00 

Expended  137,928.84 

Balance  carried  forward  271,071.16 


Carried  forward 


1,189,958.76 
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Brought  forward 


1,885,175.61 


Memorial  Day: 
Music  Ej  Sound 

Flowers  $  Plants,  use  of  truck 
Refreshments 

Flags  §  Decorating  Material 
Headquarters  §  Service  Battery 
Speaker 


25.00 
187.55 
202.25 
24.00 
75.00 
25.00 


538.80 


Appropriated 
Expended 

Transfer  to  Revenue 


750. 
538. 


211.20 


Town  Beach  Bathhouse 
Appropriated 
Balance  carried  forward 


2,500.00 
2,500.00 


Park  Department  -  1967  Power  Mower 

Balance  brought  forward  22.90 
Expended  22.90 


22.90 


1967  Tennis  Courts 

Balance  brought  forward 
Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


97.38 
78.74 


18.64 


78.74 


Mosquito  Control  Committee 
Balance  brought  forward 
Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


577.37 
123.00 
454.37 


123.00 


Essex  County  Mosquito  Control 
Raised  1968  Assessment 
Expended 

Overestimate  carried  forward 


3,617.00 
3,533.09 
83.91 


3,533.09 


Insurance 

Balance  brought  forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Trans,  to  Revenue  562.13 
Bal.  carried  fwd.  1,000.00 


1,000.00 
13,000.00 
14,000.00 
12,437.87 

1,562.13 

1,562.13 


12,437.87 


Recreation  Facilities 
Balance  brought  forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Transfer  to  Revenue 


6,355.86 


3,859.31 
2,500.00 
6,359.31 
6,355.86 
3.45 


Carried  forward 


1,908,265.87 
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Brought  forward  1,878,705.90 


Town  Appropriation 

21,925. 

00 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 

930. 

62 

General  Library  Fund 

586. 

46 

Reimbursement  -  School 

600. 

00 

Library  Receipts 

837. 

75 

George  F.  Dow  Library  Fund 

22. 

50 

Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund 

10. 

65 

John  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund 

822. 

55 

Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund 

295. 

00 

26,030. 

55 

Expended 

25,229. 

49 

Transfer  to  Revenue 

801. 

04 

Note:  Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  Town  appro- 
priation and  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds 
is  on  file  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 

Lease  of  Churchy  Property  5.00 
Appropriated  5.00 
Expended   5.00 


RECREATION  and  UNCLASSIFIED 

Town  Reports 

Printing  and  Clerical  1,428.65 
Distribution  136.40  1,565.05 

Appropriated  2,000.00 
Expended  1,565.05 

434.95 

Trans,  to  Revenue  234.95 

Bal.  carried  fwd.  200.00  434.95 


Park  Department 

Labor  3,315.80 

Gas,  Oil  §  Repairs  346.16 

Equipment  Rental  165.50 

Loam,  Seed,  etc.  249.54 

Shrubs  384.00 

Misc.  Supplies  62.01 

New  Flags,  Painting  Pole  376.65  4,899.66 

Appropriated  4,615.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  90.06 

Geo.  L.  Gould  Park  Fund  77.33 

Geo.  L.  Gould  Common  Fund  117.27 

4,899.66 

Expended  4,899.66 
Carried  forward  1,885,175.61 
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Brought  forward  1,189,958.76 

National  Defense  Education: 

Balance  brought  forward  1,831.88 

Public  Law  864  Receipts  1,287.73 

Balance  carried  forward  3,119.61 

Regional  District  Control 
General  Control  593,679.41 

Appropriated  593,679.41 

Expended  593,679.41 
Debt  Interest  and  Planning  64,134.34 

Appropriated  64,134.34 

Expended  64,134.34 

Masconomet  Engineering  Expansion  Expense 

Appropriated  38,678.70 

Balance  carried  forward  38,678. 70 

School  Federal  Aid  X  1,394.15 

Balance  brought  forward  7,798.83 

Public  Law  #874  7,304.00 

15,102.83 

Expended  1,394.15 

Balance  carried  forward  13,708.68 

School  -  Special  Title  I  4,309.75 

Balance  brought  forward  3,432.29 

Public  Law  89-10  3,339.00 

6,771.29 

Expended  4,309. 75 

Balance  carried  forward  2,461.54 

Library 

Librarian  5,199.96 

Assistant  Librarians  8,777.44 

Janitor  1,200.00 

Books  3,723.01 

Fuel  802.68 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  658.75 

Water  40.00 

Janitor's  supplies  50.00 

Electricity  596.99 

Telephone  183.98 

Maintenance  §  Repairs  1,328.90 

Expended  -  Trust  Funds  2^667! 78  25,229.49 


Carried  forward 


1,878,705.90 
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Brought  forward 

1968  Motor  Excise  Bills 
Raised  -  assessment 
Expended 

1958  Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  brought  forward 
Balance  carried  forward 


523.20 
523.20 


362.16 
362.16 


1,908,265.87 
523.20 


Veterans'  Service  Center 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Transfer  to  Revenue 


1,400.00 
1,379.00 
"DO 


7L 


1,379.00 


Essex  County  Retirement  Assessment 

Appropriated  17,032.73 
Expended  17,032.73 


17,032.73 


Interest  -  Short  Term  Notes 
Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Expended 

State  Withholding  Tax 
Federal  Withholding  Tax 
Essex  County  Retirement  Board 
Dog  Licenses  to  County 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuity  Account 
1968  County  of  Essex  Tax 

Raised  -  Assessment 

Expended 

Overestimate  forward 

Refunds : 

1968  Real  Estate 

1967  Motor  Excise 

1968  Motor  Excise 


3,200.00 
365.02 
3,565.02 
3,565.02 


41,965.24 
47,742.64 
222.60 


2,563.33 
910.01 
4,013.41 


North  Shore  Child  Guidance  Center 

Appropriated  425.00 
Expended  425.00 


Sub- Committee  for  review  of  Business  §  Industrial  Areas 
Balance  brought  forward  660.00 
Balance  carried  forward  660.00 


3,565.02 


14,815.89 
83,231.68 
11,112.21 
941.50 
5,650.00 
41,742.64 


7,486.75 
425.00 


Carried  forward 


2,096,171.49 
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Brought  forward  2,096,171.49 

Planning  Board- updating  Town  Maps,  Street  Numbering  450.00 
Balance  brought  forward  499.30 

Appropriated   50.00 

549.30 

Expended  450.00 
Balance  carried  forward  99.30 

Planning  Board-Misc.  Expense  Relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 
Balance  brought  forward  4,149.57 
Balance  carried  forward  4,149.57 

Planning  Board  -  Miscellaneous  Expense  156.22 
Appropriated  475.00 
Expended  156. 22 

Transfer  to  Revenue  318.78 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  8,282.28 

Balance  brought  forward  62.01 

Appropriated  7,400.00 

Reimbursements  from  Blue  Cross  627.46 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  192. 81 

8,282.28 

Expended  8,282.28 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

1968  Auditing  Municipal  Accounts  137.18 
Raised  -  Assessment  137.18 
Expended  137.18 

1968  State  Parks  §  Reservations  4,261.41 

Raised  -  Assessment  3,699.16 

Expended  4,261.41 

underestimate  carried  fwd.  562. 25 

Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund 

Balance  brought  forward  1,200.00 
Balance  carried  forward  1,200.00 

Tailing  Account 

Balance  brought  forward  299.22 

Outstanding  checks  29.44 

Balance  carried  forward  328.66 


Carried  forward 


2,109,458,58 
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Brought  forward 


Special  Drainage  Committee 

Balance  brought  forward  6,537.46 

Expended  2,165.10 

Balance  carried  forward  4,372.36 

Water  Bonds  -  Interest  1949,  1961,  1966 

Appropriated  7,119.75 

Expended  7,119.75 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal  1949,  1961,  1966 
Appropriated  28,000.00 
Expended  28,000.00 

Deposits  -  C.P.-C.  Bequests 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Grave  Care: 

Appropriated  50.00 

Expended  50.00 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation 

Raised  -  Assessment  550.26 

Expended  550. 28 

Underestimate  carried  fwd.  .02 

Metropolitan  Planning  Area 

Raised  -  Assessment  206.47 

Expended  206.47 

1967  Tractor  -  Cemetery 

Appropriated  112.50 

Expended  112.50 

1967  Truck  -  Cemetery 

Balance  brought  forward  550.00 

Balance  carried  forward  550.00 


Carried  forward 
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2,109,458.58 
2,165.10 

7,119.75 

28,000.00 

1,900.00 
50.00 

550.28 

206.47 
112.50 


2,149,562.68 
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Brought  forward  2,149,562.68 


Cemeteries 
Tool  House 
Water 
Labor 

Gravel,  Sand 
Gas  $  Oil 
Electricity 
Supplies  §  Equipment 
Repairs,  upkeep 
Roads,  upkeep 
Fertilizer 
Equipment  Rental 
Truck  Maintenance 
Office  Supplies 


666.05 
40.00 
7,601.95 
307.30 
237.13 
11.07 
616.03 
828.21 
271.00 
182.80 
706.00 
72.45 
34.41 


11,574.40 


Appropriated  9,307.00 
Sales  of  Lots  Approp.  1,500.00 
Endowed  Lots  Income  Expended  1,470.85 

12,277.85 

Expended  11,574.40 
Transfer  to  Revenue  703.45 


Special  Project  Bonds 
Interest 
Appropriated 
Expended 


2,268.00 
2,268.00 


2,268.00 


Principal 
Appropriated 
Expended 


6,000.00 
6,000.00 


6,000.00 


Blue  Cross 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Stabilization  Fund 
Short  Term  Note 


7,358.73 
698.31 
46,000.00 
300,000.00 


Carried  forward 


2,523,462.12 
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Brought  forward  2,523,462.12 


General  Library  Fund  304.60 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  166.08 

John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  362.20 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  677.60 

Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  415.47 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  1,308.12 

So.  Side  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  85.00  3,319.07 

Total  Expenditures  2,526,781.19 

Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1968  514,941.40 


$3,041,722.59 


RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus  10,000.00 

Interest  -  Short  Term  Note  365.02 

Fire  Department  628.44 

Dog  Fund  11.00 

General  Highway  5,618.93 

Police  Department  2,477.48 

Emergency  Center  498.05 

Park  Department  90.06 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  192.81  8,881.79 


Transfer  to  Overlay  Surplus 


118.21 


154 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1968 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  bank  -  General  $  514,941.40 

Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  2,556.86 

Tuberculosis  Fund  6,501.68  $  523,799.94 

Accounts  Receivable: 

1966  Personal  77.91 

1967  Personal  36.75 

1967  Real  Estate  948.15 

1968  Personal  148.20 

1968  Real  Estate  17,685.10  18,896.11 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise: 

1966  49.50 

1966  455.61 

1967  2,739.44 

1968  14,921.67  18,166.22 

Departmental : 

School  Department  81.25 
Cemetery  Department  205.00 

Medical  Aid   180.64  466.89 

Water  Rates  2,792.96 

Water  Connections  2,019.96 

State  and  County  Aid  to  Highways  20,228.39 

Taxes  in  Litigation  688.00 

Mass.  Bay  Transportation  U.E.  .02 

1968  State  Parks  and  Reservations  U.E.  562.25 

Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield- Group  Share  48.26 

Group  Life  Insurance  2.86 

Loans  Authorized  142,300.00 


$  729,971.86 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1968 

LIABILITIES  and  RESERVES 


Revolving  Funds : 

Special  School  Lunch  Fund  3,437.17 

School  Federal  Aid  13,708.68 

Old  Age  Assistance -U.S.  Grants  16,026.16 

Medical  Aid-U.S.  Grants  108.47 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons -U.S.  Grants  2,445.85 

Sid  to  Dependent  Children-U.S.  Grants  2,694.44 

School  National  Defense  Education  3,119.61 

School  -  Special  Title  I  2,461.54    $  44,001.92 

Appropriations  Balances : 

Civil  Defense  19.26 

Town  Hall  Furnishings  98.05 

Town  Hall' Remodelling  165.84 

New  Storage  Bldg.  Water  19.88 

Campmeeting  Rd.  Ext. -Water  2,683.19 

1966  Add'l.  Welifields  §  Station  25,963.53 

Land  Purchase  133.48 

Chap.  90  Construction- 1967  155.59 

Chap.  90  Construction- 1968  1,522.69 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  232.94 

Highway  Improvement  Act  5.30 

Real  Estate  Revaluation  362.16 

Insurance  1,000.00 

Conservation  Commission  5,623.87 

Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 

Medical  Aid  2,000.00 

Town  Reports  200.00 

1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  4,372.36 

Mosquito  Control  Committee  454.37 

1968  Highway-New  Sidewalk  plow  149.40 

Town  Beach  Bathhouse  2,500.00 

Planning  Bd. -Updating  maps  §  St.  numbers  99.30 
Planning  Bd. -Relative  to  Zoning  By-Laws  Exp.  4,149.57 
Sub-Committee  for  review  of  Business  Ind. Areas  660.00 

1968  Steward  School  Addition  271,071.16 

Tennis  Courts- 1967  18.64 

Vital  Statistics  500.00 

Cemetery  Department -Truck  550.00 

Masconomet  Engineering  Expense  38,678.70 

School  -  Option  on  property  5,000.00    $  371,713.28 


Carried  forward 


$  415,715.20 
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Brought  forward  $  415,715.20 

1968  County  Tax  O.E.  222.60 

1968  Mosquito  Control  Assessment  O.E.  83.91 

Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund-Library  71.58 

Sale  of  Cemetery  Lots  2,046.86 

Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund  1,200.00 

Tailings  328.66 

Tuberculosis  Fund  6,301.68 

Dog  Licenses  171.25 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 

Road  Machinery  2,183.32 

Library  Receipts  -  State  Grant  837.75 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  82.55 

Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus  80,811.67 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements : 

Levy  of  1962  430.00 

Levy  of  1963  258.00 

Levy  of  1966  77.91 

Levy  of  1967  984.90 

Levy  of  1968  13,830.05 

Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise  18,166.22 

Departmental  466.89 

Water  Revenue  4,812.92 

State  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue  20,228.39  $  59,255.28 


Surplus  Revenue  160,659.55 


$729,971.86 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 
ANNAH  PINGREE  CHARITY 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec. 


51 


General  Library  Fund 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 


Sav.  Bank  Securities 
5,708.95  4,822.87 
6,370.45  4,822.87 

Receipts 
686.97 

1967  5,708.95 

Payments 
25.47 

1968  6,370.45 

Cash  and  Securities 


1     Norfolk  §  Western  R.R.  1966  45< 

30  shs.  Penn.  R.R. 

31  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 
69    shs.  Shawnut  Associates  Inc. 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


1,000.00 
1,696.08 
1,014.29 
1,112.50 
6,370.45 

5,477.82 
5,715.50 


Total 

10,531.82 

11,193.32 


6,395.92 


6,395.92 


11,193.32 


11,193.32 


GEORGE  FRANCIS  DOW  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Sav.  Bank 

1,149.76 

1,103.20 


Total 
1,149.76 
1,103.20 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Receipts 
65.34 
1,060.36 

Payments 
22.50 
1,103.20 


1,125.70 


1,125.70 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank  1,103.20 
Principal  1,000.00 

Unexpended  Income  103.20  1,103.20 
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DAVID  CUMMINGS  CHARITY 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Income 

Cash  Balance 


Dec.  31, 


Welfare  Dept. 
Cash  Balance  Dec, 


31, 


Sav.  Bank 
14,944.08 
16,005.84 

Receipts 
1,569.00 

1967  14,944.08 

Payments 
507.24 

1968  16,005.84 


Securities 
5,669.63 
5,669.63 


Cash  and  Securities 

200  shs.  United  Shoe  Machinery  Corp.  2,500.00 

92  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  3,169.63 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  16,005.84 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


10,328.88 
11,346.59 


Total 

20,613.71 

21,675.47 


16,513.08 
16,513.08 

21,675.47 
21,675.47 


C.  J.  PEABODY  SCHOOL 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1967  900.04  900.04 

Dec.  31,  1968  945.30  945.30 

Receipts 

Income  45.26 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967  900.04  945.30 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968  945.30 

Cash  and  Securities 
Salem  Savings  Bank  945.30 
Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income   445.30  945.30 
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Dr.  Justin  Allen 
Daniel  A.  Galloupe 
Sarah  S.  Edwards 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUND 
Bequeathed  by 


Sav.  Bank 
1,064.91 
861.56 


Income 

Adjust  Annan  Pingree  Charity 
Fund 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 


1968 


Receipts 
357.63 

25.47 
1,064.91 

Payments 
586.45 
861.56 


Cash  and  Securities 
27     shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co. 

1  U.S.  Gov't.  Bond  154-1969  2h% 

2  U.S.  Treasury  1972,  2%% 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


7,935.49 
388.97 


Ellen  Morgan 
Albert  A.  Conant 
Sidney  Merriam 


Securities 
7,462.90 
7,462.90 


462.90 
5,000.00 
2,000.00 

861.56 


Total 
8,553.28 
8,324.46 


1,448.01 
1,448.01 

8,324.46 
8,324.46 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 

Income 

Appropriations 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 


STABILIZATION  FUND 


Receipts 

4,647.84 
46,000.00 
1967  95,160.75 


Dividend  Anticipation  Loan- 
Interest 

Steward  School  Construction 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Payments 

232.26 
38,114.00 
57,736.00 
49,726.33 


Sav.  Bank 
95,160.75 
49,726.33 


Dan vers  Savings  Bank 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank 


Cash  and  Securities 
1,555.39 
48,170.94 


Total 

95,160.75 

49,726.33 


145,808.59 


145,808.59 


49,726.33 
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STABILIZATION  FUND  (continued) 
Stabilization  Fund  Balance 


49,726.33 


MOSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 

4,513.22 

4,017.46 

Receipts 
434.86 
4,513.22 


Securities 

1,988.43 

1,988.43 


Payments 

Library  Department  930.62 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968  4,017.46 


1 

27 


Cash  and  Securities 
Texas  §  Pacific  R.R.  2,000    5%  1,000.00 
shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  988.43 


Danvers  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


5,599.84 
406.05 


4,017.46 


Total 
6,501.65 
6,005.89 


4,948.08 


4,948.08 


6,005.89 


6,005.89 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


MONUMENT  FUND 

Sav.  Bank 

1,857.34 

1,966.60 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Receipts 
109.26 
1,857.34 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


914.65 
1.051.95 


Total 
1,857.34 
1,966.60 


1,966.60 
1,966.60 

1,966.60 
1,966.60 
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JOHN  A.  LAMSON  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank          Securities  Total 

Dec.  31,  1967                           3,111.43            4,095.31  7,206.74 

Dec.  31,  1968                           2,845.33            4,095.31  6,940.64 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 


1968 


Receipts 
556.45 
3,111.43 

Payments 
822.55 
2,845.33 


Cash  and  Securities 

2       N.Y.C.  §  H.R.R.     1997  2,000.00 

64     shs.  Shawmut  Associates  Inc.  1,104.02 

32i     shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  991.29 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  2 ,845. 33 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


6,175.16 
765.48 


3,667.88 
3,667.88 

6,940.64 
6,940.64 


HONOR  ROLL  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31.  1968 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
213.05 
223.76 

Receipts 
10.71 
213.05 

Payments 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 

Cash  and  Securities 


Salem  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


100.00 
123.76 


Total 
213.05 
223.76 


223.76 


223.76 


223.76 


223.76 
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GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PARK 


Sav.  Bank 

Total 

Dec.  31,  1967 

577.33 

577.33 

Dec.  31,  1968 

527.29 

527.29 

Receipts 

Income 

27.29 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 

577.33 

604.62 

Payments 

Park  Department 

77.33 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 

527.29 

604.62 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

527.29 

Principal 

500.00 

Unexpended  Income 

27.29 

527.29 

GEORGE  L.  GOULD  COMMON 


Sav.  Bank 

Total 

Dec.  31,  1967 

617.01 

617.01 

Dec.  31,  1968 

528.92 

528.92 

Receipts 

Income 

29.18 

Cash  Balance  Dec. 

31, 

1967 

617.01 

646.19 

Payments 

Park  Department 

117.27 

Cash  Balance  Dec. 

31, 

1968 

528.92 

646.19 

Cash 

and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  528.92 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


500.00 
28.92 


528.92 
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CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Sav.  Bank 
30.367.69 
33,933.66 


Securities 

16,328.57 

16,328.57 


Total 

46,696.26 

50,262.23 


Income 
Bequests 

Cash  Balance  Dec, 


31,  1967 


Receipts 
3,161.82 
1,900.00 

30,367.69 


35,429.51 


Cemetery  Department 
Audit  Adjustment 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 


1968 


Payments 
1,470.85 
25.00 
33,933.66 


35,429.51 


Cash  and  Securities 

220    shs.  Irving  Trust  Company  3,897.72 

2       Sourthern  R.R.  Bonds,  1994    5%  2,000.00 

2       Northern  Pacific  R.R.    1997    A%  2,000.00 

1,000    U.S.  Treasury    1972    2%  1,000.00 

12     shs.  Perm  R.R.  Co.  608.96 

30     shs.  Am.  Tel.  §  Tel.  Co.  574.89 

17     shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  572.96 

104    shs.  1st  National  City  Bank,  N.Y.  5,674.04 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #800597  31,056.01 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #1006298  2,877.65  50,262.23 

Principal  42,158.85 

Unexpended  Income  8,103.38  50,262.23 
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SOUTH  SIDE  CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Income 

Audit  Adjustment 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Sav.  Bank 

977.35 
1,146.93 

Receipts 
144.58 
25.00 
977.35 

Payments 


Securities 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 


Cash  and  Securities 


N.Y.C.  $  H.R.R.     1997  3%% 

1       Rexas  and  Pacific  R.R.  Co. 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 


2000  5% 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,146.93 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


2,237.14 
909.79 


Total 

2,977.35 

3,146.93 


1,146.93 
1,146.93 

3,146.93 
3,146.93 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 
760.51 
805.22 

Receipts 
44.71 
760.51 

Payments 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


500.00 
305.22 


Total 
760,51 
805.22 


805.22 
805.22 
805.22 
805.22 
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HENRY  F.  LONG  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1967  505.99  505.99 

Dec.  31,  1968  526.24  526.24 

Receipts 

Income  30.90 

Cash  Balance  Dec,  31,  1967       505.99  536.89 

Payments 

Library  Department  10.65 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968       526.24  536.89 

Cash  and  Securities 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank  526.24 

Principal  375.00 

Unexpended  Income  151.24  526.24 


DEBORAH  KIMBALL  CENTENNIAL  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1967 
Dec.  31,  1968 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1967 


Sav.  Bank 

543.49 

575.67 

Receipts 
32.18 
543.49 

Payments 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 

Cash  and  Securities 


Dan vers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


515.38 
60.29 


Total 

543.49 

575.67 


575.67 
575.67 
575.67 
575.67 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 
Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Topsfield,,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 


in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  March,  1969,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following 
articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1969  and  January  1,  1970,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes 
as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  ana  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of 
all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner  of 
expending  same. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees . 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 
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Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1969. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select - 
men  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
Chapter  90,  Construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Thirteenth    To-  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616  Acts  of  1967  a 
total  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Forty- one  and  63/100 
($3,741.63)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appro- 
priate said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1968,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as 
may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the  subject 
of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
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Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from 
its  present  terminus  at  Winsor  Lane  along  Perkins  Row  to  Ipswich  Road 
a  distance  of  approximately  1,650  feet;  said  water  main  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  nor  more  than  16  inches  in  diameter  and  including  all 
appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered 
by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
with  the  advice ^.of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1967  Police 
Sedan,  and  purchase  and  equip  a  motor  vehicle  to  be  used  as  a  Police 
Cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  a 
Hydraulic  Catch  Basin  Cleaner  (Orange  Peel  Bucket  type)  and  authorize 
the  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner  to  purchase 
same,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  XII  of  the 
Town  by-laws  concerning  unregistered  motor  vehicles,  as  voted  under 
Article  Third  in  the  warrant  of  the  November  23,  1965  Special  Town 
Meeting,  by  changing  the  number  of  the  said  by-law  from  "Article  XII" 
to  "Article  XIV" . 

Twenty- second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  (Towne  Lane)  as 
a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measure- 
ments of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town 
Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Towne 
Lane". 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Municipal  Services  Building  Committee 
(so  designated  by  Article  Thirteen  of  the  June  15,  1965  Special  Town 
Meeting)  and  to  authorize  said  committee  to  engage  the  services  of  an 
architect  and  other  professional  services  in  preparing  final  construc- 
tion plans  and  specifications,  and  for  obtaining  firm  construction  bids 
for  a  new  fire  station  to  be  located  on  Town  owned  land  on  High  Street 
at  the  old  Academy  site,  or    take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt, 
or  reject  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XV  BOARD  OF  PARK  AND  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

Section  1.    The  functions  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as  defined 
in  General  Laws,  Chapter  45,  Sections  2  through  11  as    amended;  and  the 
functions  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  as  defined  in  General 
Laws,  Chapter  114,  Sections  22  through  26  as  amended  are  hereby  com- 
bined and  said  functions  are  to  be  administered  by  a  five  member. Board 
to  be  known  as  the  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commissioners  to  have 
all  of  the  functions  and  powers,  and  be  subject  to  all  other  laws 
applicable  to  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  created  under  General 
Laws,  Chapter  114,  Section  22  and  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
formed  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  45,  Section  2,  except  to  the  extent 
that  said  laws  are  modified  herein  or  by  subsequent  amendments  to  this 
by-law,  and  when  the  law  applicable  to  the  said  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners and  the  said  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  are  not  sup- 
plementary but  in  conflict,  the  law  applicable  to  the  said  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  shall  apply  to  the  extent  that  the  law  applicable  to  the 
Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  can  be  legally  modified. 

Section  2.    The  said  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commissioners  shall 
become  effective  immediately  after  the  Annual  Town  Election  of  Officers 
in  1970  at  which  election  the  said  Board  shall  be  elected  and  hold 
office  for  terms  of  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five  years,  respectively, 
from  the  date  of  election  and  thereafter,  the  Town  shall  annually 
elect  one  such  commissioner  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

Section  3.    The  functions,  organization,  and  authority  of  the  said 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and  the  said  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners 
shall  terminate  as  of  the  election  of  the  said  Board  of  Park  and 
Cemetery  Commissioners. 

Section  4.  In  the  event  that  any  part  of  this  by-law  is  illegal,  then 
such  remaining  part  or  parts  of  said  by-law  shall  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  to  trade  in  the  chassis  of  the  1964  3/4  ton  truck 
and  to  purchase  and  install  a  new  chassis  for  said  truck  for  the  use 
of  the  Water  Department  and  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Section  16A  of 
Chapter  54  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  which  reads: 

"In  any  city  or  Town  which  accepts  this  section,  if  the  warden, 
clerk  or  inspector,  or  the  deputy  of  any  such  officer,  if  any,  is 
not  present  at  the  opening  of  the  polls,  the  city  or  town  clerk 
may  appoint  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy  who  shall  be  an  enrolled 
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voter  of  the  same  political  party  as  the  absent  officer,  if  any 
competent  person  is  present  and  willing  to  serve." 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  its  action 
under  article  twenty-two  and  article  twenty- three  of  the  March  4,  1968 
.Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Twenty- eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  4  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD  Owned 
by  Normandy  Realty  Trust  Scale  1"  =  60'  July  8,  1968  Hayes  Engineering 
Inc.,  Melrose  Being  a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm",  (a  copy  of  said 
plan  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk)  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C. 
Peabody  and  Phyllis  P.  Peabody,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  unappropriated  available  funds  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for  the 
appraisal  and  awarding  of  damages  if  any  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
County  of  Essex- resulting  from  the  taking  for  the  laying  out,  altering 
and  relocating  of  Ipswich  Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  for  payment  of  architects  fees 
and/or  expenses  connected  with  the  planning  of  an  addition  to  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
'Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Tree  Warden,  to  purchase  a  mechanical 
brush  chipper  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Thirty-second   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  special  unpaid 
committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Committee 
consisting  of  three  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  moderator  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Sections 
44A  through  44K,  as  amended. 

Thirty -third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  place  upon  the  next 
official  ballot  legally  possible, the  following:  "Shall  the  local  mass 
transportation  service  in  this  town  be  discontinued?"  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  563  of  the  Acts  of  1964. 

Thirty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to 
vote  in  election  of  Town  officers  to  meet  at  the  Parish  House  on 
Tuesday,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1969,  at  seven  o'clock  A.M.  to  bring 
in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers: 
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Moderator  for  one  year 

One  Selectman  for  three  years 

Town  Treasurer  for  three  years 

Town  Collector  for  three  years 

One  Assessor  for  three  years 

Road  Commissioner  for  one  year 

Constable  for  one  year 

Two  School  Committeemen  for  three  years 

Two  Trustees  for  Town  Library  for  three  years 

One  Trustee  for  Town  Library  for  two  years 

One  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

One  Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years 

One  Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 

One  member  of  Planning  Board  for  five  years 

One  Water  Commissioner  for  three  years 

One  Regional  District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  A.M.  to  7  o'clock  P.M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post-Off ice,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at  each 
of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at  least  be- 
fore the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as 
aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 


GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 


Selectmen  of  Topsfield 


A  true  copy 


Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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FINANCE    COMMITTEE  REPORT 
Recommendations  to  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Of     MARCH    3,  1969 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 


PERCENTAGE  COMPARISON  PROPOSED 
1969  BUDGET  VS.  ACTUAL  1968  EXPENDITURES 

I  1  1968  —  1969 


MASCONOMET 

 1  39.95 

REGIONAL  SCHOOL 

SCHOOL  DEPT.- 
ELEMENTARY 

PROTECTION  OF 
PERSONS  &  PROPERTY 

1  28.83 

I  6.24 
«.  6.03 

HIGHWAYS 

 1  5.80 

~ "  5.02 

MATURING 
BONDS 

I  4  80 
5.88 

GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

Zl  2.98 
mm  2.90 

WATER 
DEPARTMENT 

□  2.31 
m  2.08 

INTEREST 

□  1.63 
■  1.96 

CHARITIES 

1  .17 
0 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I  1.40 
■  1.55 

LIBRARY 

]  1.37 
i  1.33 

PENSIONS 

]  1.03 
1  1.08 

HEALTH  & 
SANITATION 

]  1.27 
,  1.29 

SOLDIERS' 
BENEFITS 

.89 
.91 

CEMETERY 

.61 
.50 

RECREATION 

.68 
.89 

PLANNING 
BOARD 

.04 
.05 

0  50 
PERCENT  OF  BUDGET 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

This  report  contains  the  Finance  Committee  budget  recommendations  and 
Special  Article  recommendations  for  operating  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
for  the  calendar  year  1969. 

The  proposed  operating  expenses  for  all  departments,  including  costs 
of  education  amount  to  $1,893,221.,  or  an  approximate  151  increase  over 
actual  expenditures  for  1968. 

The  corresponding  increase  of  1968  over  1967  expenditures  was  in  the 
order  of  nearly  16%.    The  town  has  been  able  to  control  the  rate  of 
increase  this  year,  despite  the  added  impact  of  the  Steward  School 
addition  and  the  increased  costs  of  secondary  education. 

The  accompanying  bar  chart  portrays  the  breakdown  of  the  proposed 
1969  budget  by  departmental  function  in  comparison  with  actual  1968 
expenditures.    The  cost  of  education  continues  to  represent  approxi- 
mately two- thirds  of  the  total  cost  to  operate  the  town. 

The  Topsfield  Finance  Committee  has  reviewed  every  budget  item  con- 
tained in  this  report  and  feels  that  the  recommended  amounts  are 
realistic  when  evaluated  in  the  light  of  the  continued  growth  of  this 
community. 

GENERAL  BUDGET 

SCHOOLS 

The  total  cost  of  education  in  1969  for  both  our  elementary  schools 
and  Topsfield1 s  share  of  the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  is  bud- 
geted at  approximately  $1,400,000.    Of  this  amount  $769,415  is  allocated 
to  operation  and  debt  service  of  Masconomet.    This  represents  an  in- 
crease of  approximately  17%  over  actual  expenditures  for  1968. 

The  reasons  for  this  increase  can  be  summed  up  in  one  word- -"Growth". 
Topsfield  elementary  school  enrollment  between  the  base  periods  of 
October  1,  1968,  increased  from  950  to  978  pupils--an  additional 
classroom.    During  1968,  the  Town  of  Topsfield  wisely  voted  an  addi- 
tion to  Steward  School.    This  addition  is  scheduled  for  completion  in 
September  1969.    The  Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee,  in  coopera- 
tion with  other  town  committees,  is  continuing  its  stud/  of  the  needs 
for  additional  classrooms  before  the  middle  of  the  next  decade. 

Enrollment  at  Masconomet  continues  to  grow  at  about  12%  annually. 
Total  enrollment  projections  indicate  an  increase  from  1,629  students 
in  1968  to  1,813  in  1969.    Topsfield' s  contribution  increased  from 
672  to  754  pupils  (12%)  over  the  base  period  October  1,  1967  to 
October  1,  1968. 

Plans  are  now  being  developed  for  a  further  addition  to  Masconomet, 
which  should  provide  flexibility  and  growth  potential  well  into  the 
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late  1970' s. 

Other  cost  factors  which  contribute  to  the  budget  increase,  even  with 
a  stable  population  level,  consists  of  increases  in  teachers'  salary 
levels,  merit  raises  for  in-service  teachers  (based  on  increased  pro- 
ficiency and  higher  educational  attainments)  and  increased  costs  for 
material  and  housekeeping  services. 

TOWN  SALARIES  AND  WAGES 

The  wage  and  salary  evaluation  which  was  begun  in  1967  has  been  con- 
tinued.   All  hourly  rated  town  positions,  as  well  as  head  of  department 
positions,  were  reviewed,  analyzed  and  compared  with  other  towns  across 
the  Commonwealth  and  within  the  North  Shore  area. 

Standard  wage  scales,  providing  for  growth  potential,  have  been 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  are  reflected  in  the  1969 
budget . 

Increasing  costs  are  reflected  in  an  average  increase  in  compensation 
of  m%  for  Town  employees. 

CHARITIES 

It  should  be  noted  that  there  are  no  funds  budgeted  for  the  item, 
"Charities".    As  of  July  1,  1968,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
took  over  the  responsibilities  and  funding  of  the  welfare  program, 
originally  administered  and  funded  by  the  cities  and  towns. 

The  ultimate  cost  will,  of  course,  continue  to  be  borne  by  the  citizens 
but  the  mechanics  of  assessing  cities  and  towns  have  not  yet  been 
fully  developed.    Consequently,  there  is  no  way  to  anticipate  a 
specific  amount  that  Topsfield  could  be  assessed  by  the  Commonwealth. 
This  could  come  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  as  a  reduction  in  the 
state  aid  account,  or  could  be  levied  as  a  direct  assessment. 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

This  budget  category  for  1969  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  10% 
over  the  amount  expended  in  1968.    This  is  due  largely,  as  in  past 
years,  to  increased  salaries  for  full-time  personnel  and  an  increase 
in  the  rate  of  pay  for  reserve  policemen  and  call  firemen. 

These  new  rates  compare  very  favorably  with  those  of  other  towns  of 
similar  size  and  complexity  in  the  region. 

Article  19  provides  for  the  orderly  and  scheduled  replacement  of  the 
1967  police  sedan.    This  two-year  replacement  schedule,  replacing  each 
of  the  two  vehicles  in  alternate  years,  appears  to  be  the  most 
economical  method  of  maintaining  two  vehicles  in  operation,  thus 
providing  24-hour  cruiser  coverage  to  the  town. 
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HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

During  1968  the  Regional  Health  District  was  formed,  consisting  of 
Topsfield,  Boxford  and  Wenham  and  a  full-time  director  was  employed. 
This  was  a  necessary  move  caused  by  the  continued  growth  of  the 
region  and  ever- increasing  problems  of  area  disposal  of  refuse  and 
septic  wastes. 

The  open  burning  dump  on  Bare  Hill  Road  has  been  converted  to  a 
sanitary  land- fill  dump,  but  this  can  provide  only  short-term  dumping 
capacity. 

As  indicated  by  Article  32  of  this  report,  attention  must  be  fixed  on 
the  problem  of  replacing  the  existing  dump.    With  Topsfield  as  part 
of  a  Regional  Health  District,  there  would  be  more  options  available 
in  the  search  for  facilities  to  accommodate  town  refuse  for  the  next 
10  to  20  year  time  period. 

Our  present  Regional  Health  Officer  has  been  able  to  provide  a 
professional  approach  to  health  matters  which  was  not  possible  before 
the  creation  of  the  district. 


RECREATION  AND  CONSERVATION 

During  1968  the  town  acquired  a  leasehold  interest  in  acreage  owned  by 
the  Topsfield  Congregational  Church.    The  Recreation  Committee  has 
constructed  a  Little  League  ball  field  on  the  land. 

The  Conservation  Commission  is  contributing  in  its  study  of  future 
land  areas  which  can  provide  hiking  and  nature  trails  and  green  belts 
so  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  Topsfield' s  rural  atmosphere. 

The  ice  skating  pond  on  Grove  Street,  which  was  constructed  in  1968, 
has  been  used  to  full  capacity  when  weather  permits. 

Favorable  action  on  Article  27  and  28  will  provide  the  possibility  for 
additional  recreation  and  conservation  zones  located  close  to  the 
village  center. 

The  Recreation  account  shows  an  increase  of  about  50%  over  the  amount 
expended  in  1968.    This  account  includes  expenditures  by  both  Park 
Department  and  Town  Recreation  Committee.    Starting  in  1969,  the  Park 
Department  will  be  responsible  for  maintaining  all  town  recreational 
facilities  after  they  have  been  planned  and  built  by  the  Recreation 
Committee . 

The  increasing  population  of  the  town  requires  corresponding  increase 
in  acquisition!  and. construction  of  new  sites  and  facilities. 
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Topsfield  has  a  well  developed  recreation  program  such  as  baseball, 
skating,  tennis,  which  provides  active  outlets  for  the  citizens  of 
all  ages  and  interests. 

FUTURE 

As  Topsfield  grows,  new  school  construction  will  continue  to  provide 
the  major  impact  on  the  tax  rate.    In  the  last  two  decades,  population 
has  more  than  tripled.    Education  anu"  property  protection  services  will 
continue  to  cost  more. 

The  Finance  Committee,  in  its  advisory  role,  will  continue  to  ask 
questions  and  search  for  new  ideas  to  insure  maximum  services  for 
minimum  dollars.    Many  factors  must  be  programmed  into  a  town's  growth 
plans.    These  factors  include  a  continuous  assessment  of  zoning 
by-laws  and  consideration  of  increasing  the  tax  base,  as  well  as  a 
determination  of  the  type  of  town  the  citizens  ultimately  desire. 
If  Topsfield  is  to  continue  as  a  bedroom  community j  its  citizens  must 
be  prepared  to  pay  the  cost. 

Unanticipated  expenditures  in  1968  which  were  covered  by  transfers 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  are  as  follows: 


Appropriated 

Short  Term  Interest 
Police  Department 
Fire  Department 
Park  Department 
Highway  Department 
Emergency  Center 
Dog  Fund 


Transfer  to  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 


$10,000.00 

$  365.02 
2,477.48 
628.44 
90.06 
5,618.93 
498.05 
11.00 

9,881.79 
118.21 


WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE 
FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

First.    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 

Second.    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 
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Third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time  to 
time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years 
beginning  January  1,  1969  and  January  1,  1970,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section 
4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a 
period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER 
WITH  THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  MONEY  FROM 
TIME  TO  TIME  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE  FOR  THE  FINANCIAL 
YEARS  BEGINNING  JANUARY  1,  1969  AND  JANUARY  1,  1970  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS, 
CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  4,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR  NOTES 
AS  MAY  BE  GIVEN  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR,  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS, 
CHAPTER  44,  SECTION  17. 

It  becomes  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  when  the  treasury 
is  low,  to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  weekly  needs  of  the  town. 
This  is  especially  true  during  the  summer  months  before  the 
real  estate  tax  returns  have  been  received. 

Fourth.    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  com- 
pensation of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and 
determine  the  manner  of  expending  same. 

The  salaries  of  the  elected  officials  to  be  established  at 
the  following  amounts: 


Moderator  $     30.00     Town  Clerk  $1,000.00 

Selectmen  Road  Commissioner. .. .  7,800.00 

Chairman   400.00     Tree  Warden  -  aggregate  not  to 

Clerk   800.00          exceed  $600.  to  be  charged 

Other  member   300.00          to  applicable  Moth,  Shade 

Town  Treasurer   3,500.00          Tree  and  Elm  Beetle  appropria- 

Town  Collector   3,000.00  tions. 

Assessors 

Chairman   1,500.00 

Clerk   750.00 

Other  member   750.00 

Planning  Board 

Chairman   350.00 

Clerk   250.00 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALL  OTHER 
TOWN  EXPENSES  AND  FIX  THE  ANNUAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION 
OF  ALL  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS  FROM  JANUARY  1st  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  THE  AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  ABOVE. 


This  Article  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  "Budget 
Article"  and  is  broken  down  into  many  broad  categories 
so  that  the  expenditures  of  the  town  can  be  more  easily 
understood.    Several  of  the  items  within  this  budget 
have  been  discussed  in  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee.    Total  budget  recommendations  show  an  increase 
of  approximately  $248,000,  or  15%  over  1968  expenditures. 
The  two  major  items  contributing  to  this  increase  are: 
the  Regional  School  assessment  which  is  up  approximately 
$112,000  and  Elementary  School  operating  and  debt 
service  expenses  which  are  up  approximately  $97,000. 
Together,  these  two  items  account  for  841  of  the  total 
budget  increase.    The  balance  of  the  budget  increase 
reflects  the  increased  costs  of  providing  necessary 
services  to  a  growing  town  at  competitive  and  realistic 
rates  of  compensation.    The  budgets  contained  in  this 
Article  have  been  carefully  reviewed  by  the  Finance 
Committee.    We  believe  that  they  are  in  keeping  with  all 
increased  town  and  school  population  growth,  as  well  as 
with  the  continuing  increase  in  the  cost  of  living. 

Fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes 
indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by 
the  Library  Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  De- 
partment . 

(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

RE  COMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OR  ANY  PART 
OF  THE  INCCME  FROM  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE 
LIBRARY  BY  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FROM  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  FRCM  PARK  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT  AND  FRCM  CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETFDY  DEPARTMENT. 


This  is  a  routine  Article  that  enables  the  Town  to 
apply  the  income  from  various  Town  agencies'  trust 
funds  to  the  operation  of  those  agencies. 
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Sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the 
Cemetery  Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

As  of  December  31,  1968,  the  balance  in  this  account 
amounted  to  approximately  $2,000.  It  is  recommended 
that  this  account  be  maintained  as  a  reserve  against 
future  contingencies. 

Seventh.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve 
•  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  OVERLAY 
SURPLUS  RESERVE  THE  SUM  OF  $10,000  FOR  THE  RESERVE  FUND. 

The  Reserve  Fund  is  established  yearly  at  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  to  enable  the  Finance  Committee  to  have 
funds  available  to  meet  any  extraordinary  or  unforseen 
expenses . 

Eighth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropri- 
ate money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to 
January  1,  1969. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Since  there  are  no  outstanding  bills  which  were  con- 
tracted prior  to  January  1,  1969,  no  appropriation  is  re- 
quired. 

Ninth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 

Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  THE  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  CON- 
STRUCTION AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS  FOR  THE 
ENSUI-Ng  YEAR. 

In  accordance  with  State  law,  this  Article  must  be 
entered  into  our  Warrant  to  enable  us  to  work  with  the 
State  and  County  in  connection  with  maintenance  and 
construction  of  highways  and  to  enable  the  Town  to  be 
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eligible  for  applicable  reimbursements. 

Tenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in 
the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of 
highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $14,000  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  SHARE  OF  THE 
COST  OF  THE  WORK,  REIMBURSEMENT  FROM  THE  STATE  TO  BE 
RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  ITS  RECEIPT. 

Eleventh.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 

appropriate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds 
in  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance 
of  highways,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Under  Chapter  90  of  the  General  Laws,  the  Town  has  the 
option  of  taking  State  aid  for  either  maintenance  of 
highways  or  for  new  highway  construction.    We  believe 
that  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Town  to  have 
Chapter  90  work  applied  to  new  construction. 

Twelfth.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropri- 
ate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of 
money  for  Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FRCM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $15,000  TO  MEET  THE  STATE'S  AND  THE 
COUNTY'S  SHARE  OF  THE  WORK,  REIMBURSEMENT  FRCM  THE  STATE 
AND  COUNTY  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SURPLUS  REVENUE  UPON  THEIR 
RECEIPT. 

Thirteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616  Acts 
of  1967  a  total  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Forty-one 
and  63/100  ($3,741.63)  Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a 
separate  account  and  appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  con- 
struction purposes  as  already  approved  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  FROM  THE  COMMON- 
WEALTH OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AS  PROVIDED  IN  CHAPTER  616,  ACTS  OF 
1967,  A  TOTAL  SUM  OF  $3,741.63,  SET  UP  THE  SAME  IN  A 
SEPARATE  ACCOUNT  AND  APPROPRIATE  SAID  SUM  FOR  HIGHWAY 
CONSTRUCTION  PURPOSES,  AS  ALREADY  APPROVED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT 
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OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  AS  PROVIDED  IN  SAID  ACTS. 

This  Article  is,  again,  one  of  those  Articles  under  a 
different  law  that  makes  State  funds  available  for  high- 
way construction. 

Fourteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1968,  said  grant  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for 
such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $837.75 
FROM  THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1968,  SAID  GRANT 
TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES, 
FOR  SUCH  PURPOSES,  IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIPULATED  IN  SUCH 
GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.    As  a 
formality  it  is  necessary  that  the  Town  vote  to 
accept  it. 

Fifteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  De- 
partment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to 
be  rendered  to  the  School  Department. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $600 
APPROPRIATED  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  TO  THE  LIBRARY  DE- 
PARTMENT TO  REIMBURSE  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT  FOR  SERVICES  TO 
BE  RENDERED  TO  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  transfer  to  repay  the  Library 
Department  for  services  rendered  to  our  elementary 
schools . 

Sixteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  un- 
expended balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project 
which  was  the  subject  of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of  the 
March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from  its  present 
terminus  at  Winsor  Lane  along  Perkins  Row  to  Ipswich  Road 
a  distance  of  approximately  1,650  feet;  said  water  main  to 
be  not  less  than  six  inches  nor  more  than  16  inches  in  dia- 
meter and  including  all  appurtenances  incidental  to  said  in- 
stallation, or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS,  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $7,316.81  AND  TO  TRANSFER  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  UNEXPENDED  BALANCE  OF  $2,683.19  FROM 
THE  COMPLETED  WATER  EXTENSION  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  ARTICLE  - 
THE  TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  $10,000  TO  BE  USED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
EXTENDING  THE  TOWN  WATER  MAIN  FROM  ITS  PRESENT  TERMINUS 
AT  WINSOR  LANE,  ALONG  PERKINS  ROW  TO  IPSWICH  ROAD  AS  STATED 
IN  THE  ARTICLE. 

When  the  new  well  field  off  Perkins  Row  is  activated  it 
will  be  necessary  to  connect  it  to  the  Town  system 
with  lines  of  sufficient  capacity  to  handle  the  added 
flow.    The  existing  route  along  Winsor  Lane  to  Ipswich 
Road  contains  a  section  of  six  inch  main  which  by  it- 
self is  considered  too  small  for  the  purpose.  The 
proposed  line  will  provide  the  necessary  supplementary 
capacity  and  at  the  same  time  provide  an  alternate 
route  to  the  Ipswich  main  in  the  event  of  system 
difficulties  in  the  area. 

Seventeenth .    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the 

assessors  to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce 
the  tax  levy  for  the  current  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Finance  Committee,  as  well  as 
other  cognizant  Town  Officers,  that  our  present  surplus 
cash  position  should  be  maintained. 

Eighteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and 

appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services 
rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association 
of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  5, 
Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE 
SUM  OF  EIGHT  HUNDRED  SEVENTY  FIVE  ($875.00)  DOLLARS  TO  BE 
EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  TO  PRO- 
VIDE PAYMENT  FOR  SERVICES  RENDERED  OR  TO  BE  RENDERED  BY  THE 
MENTAL  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  NORTH  SHORE  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  CHAPTER  40,  SECTION  5, CLAUSE  40C  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS 
AS  AMENDED. 

This  is  our  share  of  supporting  the  Mental  Health 
Association  which  covers  the  North  Shore  area. 
Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  is  an  enabling 
statute  which  permits  a  town  to  raise  and  appropriate 
moneys  to  support  the  area  Mental  Health  Association 
which  is  authorized  by  Chapter  19  of  the  General  Laws. 
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Free  or  reduced  costs  services  are  available  to  citizens 
who  cannot  defray  their  own  expenses. 

Nineteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1967 
Police  sedan,  and  purchase  and  equip  a  motor  vehicle  to  be 
used  as  a  Police  cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 
purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE  TO  TRADE 
IN  THE  1967  POLICE  SEDAN  AND  PURCHASE  AND  EQUIP  A  NEW 
VEHICLE  TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE  CRUISER  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS 
AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $3,000    FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE. 

The  current  police  sedan  went  into  service  in  August  of 
1967,  and  as  of  December  31,  1968,  registered  mileage 
on  this  vehicle  was  77,071.    Its  present  condition  is 
such  that  maintenance  costs  have  become  excessive,  and 
it  is  no  longer  deemed  dependable  for  the  service 
required.    Under  the  circumstances,  we  feel  the  current 
cruiser  must  be  replaced. 

Twentieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
chase a  Hydraulic  Catch  Basin  Cleaner  (Orange  Peel  Bucket 
type)  and  authorize  the  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Road 
Commissioner  to  purchase  same,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRI- 
ATE THE  SUM  OF  $4,500  TO  PURCHASE  A  HYDRAULIC  CATCH  BASIN 
CLEANER  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE 
HIGHWAY  COMMISSIONER  TO  PURCHASE  SAME. 

The  Town  now  has  over  600  catch  basins  -  double  the 
number  four  years  ago.    Many  must  be  cleaned  several 
times  a  year  to  maintain  satisfactory  operation.  With 
this  large  number  of  basins  and  new  ones  being  added 
every  year,  manual  methods  are  no  longer  adequate. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommends  favorable  action. 

Twenty -first.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  XII  of 
the  Town    by-laws  concerning  unregistered  motor  vehicles,  as 
voted  under  Article  Third  in  the  Warrant  of  the  November  23, 
1965  Special  Town  Meeting,  by  changing  the  number  of  the  said 
by-law  from  "Article  XIIr.'  to  "Article  XIV. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOM  VOTE  TO  AMEND  ARTICLE  XII  OF  THE 
TOWN  BY-LAWS  CONCERNING  UNREGISTERED  MOTOR  VEHICLES,  AS  VOTED 
UNDER  ARTICLE  THIRD  IN  THE  WARRANT  OF  THE  NOVEMBER  23,  1965 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  BY  CHANGING  THE  NUMBER  OF  THE  SAID 
BY-LAW  FROM  "ARTICLE  XII"  TO  "ARTICLE  XIV". 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  correct  a  typographi- 
cal error  in  the  existing  Town  By-Laws. 

Twenty- second.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept    Towne  Lane 
as  a  public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries 
and  measurements  of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance 
of  said  way  and  name  it  "Towne  Lane". 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  TOWNE  LANE  AS  A 
PUBLIC  WAY. 

The  Planning  Board  advises  that  the  Contractor  has 
satisfactorily  fulfilled  all  requirements  for  accep- 
tance.   Acting  upon  that  advice  the  Finance  Committee 
recommends  favorable  action. 

Twenty- third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or 

transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Munici- 
pal Services  Building  Committee  (so  designated  by  Article 
Thirteen  of  the  June  15,  1965  Special  Town  Meeting)  and  to 
authorize  said  committee  to  engage  the  services  of  an 
architect  and  other  professional  services  in  preparing  final 
construction  plans  and  specifications,  and  for  obtaining 
firm  construction  bids  for  a  new  fire  station  to  be  located 
on  Town- owned  land  on  High  Street  at  the  old  Academy  site, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  NINE  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS 
($9500)  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE  MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING 
COMMITTEE  (SO  DESIGNATED  BY  ARTICLE  THIRTEEN  OF  THE  JUNE  15, 
1965  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING)  TO  ENGAGE  FOR  THE  SERVICES  OF  AN 
ARCHITECT  AND  OTHER  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES  IN  PREPARING  FINAL 
CONSTRUCTION  PLANS  AND  SPECIFICATIONS  AND  FOR  OBTAINING  FIRM 
CONSTRUCTION  BIDS  FOR  A  NEW  FIRE  STATION  TO  BE  LOCATED  ON 
TOWN- OWNED  LAND  ON  HIGH  STREET  AT  THE  OLD  ACADEMY  SITE. 

It  is  readily  apparent  that  the  present  fire  station  is 
inadequate  to  properly  house  and  maintain  the  Town's 
fire  apparatus.    Its  location  is  poor  and  it  is  not 
feasible  to  enlarge  it  at  the  present  site. 


194 


TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD 


Twenty- fourth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and 
adopt ,  or  reject  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XV       BOARD  OF  PARK  AND  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Section  E    The  functions  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
as  defined  in  General  Laws,  Chapter  45,  Sections  2  through  11 
as  amended;  and  the  functions  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery 
Commissioners  as  defined  in  General  Laws,  Chapter  114, 
Sections  22  through  26  as  amended  are  hereby  combined  and 
said  functions  are  to  be  administered  by  a  five  member 
Board  to  be  known  as  the  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners to  have  all  of  the  functions  and  powers,  and  be 
subject  to  all  other  laws  applicable  to  the  Board  of  Ceme- 
tery Commissioners  created  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  114, 
Section  22  and  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  formed  under 
General  Laws,  Chapter  45,  Section  2,  except  to  the  extent 
that  said  Laws  are  modified  herein  or  by  subsequent  amend- 
ments to  this  by-law,  and  when  the  law  applicable  to  the  said 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and  the  said  Board  of  Cemetery 
Commissioners  are  not  supplementary  but  in  conflict,  the  law 
applicable  to  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  shall 
apply  to  the  extent  that  the  law  applicable  to  the  Board  of 
Cemetery  Commissioners  can  be  legally  modified. 

Section  2.  The  said  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commissioners 
shall  become  effective  immediately  after  the  Annual  Town 
Election  of  Officers  in  1970  at  which  election  the  said 
Board  shall  be  elected  and  hold  office  for  terms  of  one, 
two,  three,  four,  and  five  years,  respectively,  from  the 
date  of  election  and  thereafter,  the  Town  shall  annually 
elect  one  such  commissioner  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

Section  3.    The  functions,  organization,  and  authority  of  the 
said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and  the  said  Board  of 
Cemetery  Commissioners  shall  terminate  as  of  the  election  of 
the  said  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commissioners. 

Section  4.    In  the  event  that  any  part  of  this  by-law  is 
illegal,  then  such  remaining  part  or  parts  of  said  by-law 
shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

At  present  there  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficient 
economies  of  operation  that  would  result  from  a 
combination  of  the  Park  Department  and  the  Cemetery 
Department.    It  is  the  suggestion  of  the  Finance 
Committee  that  further  study  of  this  proposal  is 
desirable. 
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Twenty- fifth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  to  trade  in  the  chassis  of  the  1964 
3/4  ton  truck  and  to  purchase  and  install  a  new  chassis  for 
said  truck  for  the  use  of  the  Water  Department  and  raise, 
assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
WATER  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TRADE  IN  ITS  1964  3/4  TON  TRUCK 
CHASSIS  AND  TO  PURCHASE  A  3/4  TON  HEAVY  DUTY  TRUCK  CHASSIS 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  WATER  DEPARTMENT  AND  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  TWO  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS 
($2500)  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE. 

The  Water  Department  truck,  a  1964  model  Ford,  is  now 
five  years  old,  has  traveled  over  70,000  miles  and 
needs  to  be  replaced.    It  is  proposed  that  the  body, 
which  is  specially  equipped  for  the  Water  Department, 
be  transferred  from  the  old  chassis  to  the  new  one. 
The  Finance  Committee , feels  that  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  should  be  commended  for  its  economy 
concerning  the  reuse  of  the  body  of  the  truck. 

Twenty- sixth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Section  16A 
of  Chapter  54  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  which  reads: 
"In  any  city  or  town  which  accepts  this  section,  if  the 
warden,  clerk  or  inspector,  or  the  deputy  of  any  such  officer, 
if  any,  is  not  present  at  the  opening  of  the  polls,  the  city 
or  town  clerk  may  appoint  a  person  to  fill  such  vacancy  who 
shall  be  an  enrolled  voter  of  the  same  political  party  as 
the  absent  officer,  if  any  competent  person  is  present  and 
willing  to  serve." 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  SECTION  16A  OF 
CHAPTER  54  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  AS  AMENDED,  AS  STATED  IN 
THIS  ARTICLE. 

This  Article  gives  the  Town  Clerk  the  authority  to 
appoint  a  qualified  voter  to  assist  at  the  polls  in 
the  event  of  unforeseen  absence  of  regular  workers 
at  the  polls. 

Twenty - s e vent h .    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  its  action 
under  Article  Twenty- two  and  Article  Twenty- three  of  the 
March  4,  1968  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RESCIND  ITS  ACTION  UNDER 
ARTICLE  22  AND  ARTICLE  23  OF  THE  MARCH  4,  1968  ANNUAL  TOWN 
MEETING. 
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Due  to  a  technicality,  rewording  of  these  articles  was 
requested.    Last  year's  Warrant  describes  this  tract  of 
land  as  Lot  2,  2A  and  3A  which  is  a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill 
Farm".    Article  28  describes  this  land  as  Lot  4  which 
is  the  same  land  under  the  revised  drawing  of  July  8, 
1968  and  is  given  to  the  Town  in  a  slightly  different 
way. 

Twenty- eighth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance 
of  Lot  4  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN 
TOPSFIELD,"  Owned  by  Normandy  Realty  Trust,  Scale  1"  =  60' 
July  8,  1968,  Hayes  Engineering,  Inc.,  Melrose.    Being  a 
portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm"  (a  copy  of  said  plan  is  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk)  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C.  Peabody 
and -Phyllis  P.  Peabody,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  CONVEYANCE  OF  LOT 
4  AS  SHOWN  ON  A  PLAN  ENTITLED  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD" 
OWNED  BY  NORMANDY  REALTY  TRUST,  SCALE  1"  =  60'    JULY  8,  1968 
HAYES  ENGINEERING,  INC.,  MELROSE.    BEING  A  PART  OF  "BARE  HILL 
FARM"  (A  COPY  OF  SAID  PLAN  IS  FILED  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 
TOWN  CLERK)  AS  A  GIFT  OF  LESTER  C.  PEABODY  AND  PHYLLIS  P. 
PEABODY. 

As  mentioned  under  the  previous  Article  this  is  merely 
a  technical  change  and  is  the  same  land  accepted  by 
the  Town  last  year. 

Twenty- ninth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$1,500  for  the  appraisal  and  awarding  of  damages  if  any  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Essex  resulting  from  the 
taking  (6r  the  laying  out,  altering  and  relocating  of  Ipswich 
Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RE  COMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRI- 
ATE THE  SUM  OF  $1,500  FOR  THE  APPRAISAL  AND  AWARDING  OF 
DAMAGES  IF  ANY  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX 
RESULTING  FROM  THE  TAKING  FOR  THE  LAYING  OUT,  ALTERING  AND 
RELOCATING  OF  IPSWICH  ROAD. 

This  deals  with  the  improving  of  the  Ipswich  Road  and 
Route  1  intersection  and  provides  $1,500  to  be  avail- 
able for  awarding  of  damages  or  land  taking,  if 
necessary. 
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Thirtieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  to  the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  for  pay- 
ment of  architects  fees  and/or  expenses  connected  with  the 
planning  of  an  addition  to  the  Masconomet  Regional  School, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS 
REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF  $31,304.70  TO  THE  MASCONOMET  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  ARCHITECT'S  FEES  AND/OR 
EXPENSES  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  PLANNING  OF  AN  ADDITION  TO  THE 
MASCONOMET  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  PROVIDED  THAT  THE  TOWNS  OF  BOX- 
FORD  AND  MIDDLETON  ALSO  TAKE  FAVORABLE  ACTION  IN  THEIR 
RESPECTIVE  WARRANTS  BY  MAY  1,  1969  FOR  FULL  PAYMENT  OF  THEIR 
RESPECTIVE  SHARES  OF  SUCH  FEES  AND/OR  EXPENSES  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  THE  CURRENT  AGREEMENT  OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  TOPSFIELD, 
BOXFORD  AND  MIDDLETON. 

This  Article  provides  for  the  Town's  share  of  the 
balance  due  for  planning  costs  associated  with  the 
defunct  Stage  II    Expansion  Program  of  the  Masconomet 
Regional  School. 

Thirty- first.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board 

of  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Tree  Warden,  to  purchase 
a  mechanical  brush    chipper  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such 
purpose,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  major  use  for  which  a  brush  chipper  has  been 
proposed  is  to  provide  for  efficient  disposal  of 
brush  which  has  heretofore  been  burned  at  the  Town 
Dump  and  in  the  future  would  have  to  be  disposed  of 
in  some  other  way.    While  the  Finance  Committee 
concurs  in  the  ultimate  desirability  for  this  or 
similar  equipment  it  feels  that  action  should  be 
deferred  until  the  means  for  future  refuse  disposal 
is  decided  on.    It  may  be  more  appropriate  that  a 
brush  chipper  be    procured  by  the  Region  rather  than 
the  Town  of  Tops fie Id. 

Thirty- second.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  special 

unpaid  committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal 
Planning  Committee  consisting  of  three  persons  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Moderator  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Sections  44A  through  44K,  as 
amended. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  CREATE  A  SPECIAL  UNPAID 
COMMITTEE  TO  BE  KNOWN  AS  A  REGIONAL  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  COMMITTEE 
AND  THAT  IT  CONSIST  OF  THREE  PERSONS  TO  BE  APPOINTED  BY  THE 
TOWN  MODERATOR  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE 
GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  40,  SECTIONS  44A  THROUGH  44K  AS  AMENDED. 

This  Article  appears  on  the  Warrant  at  the  request  of  our 
Selectmen  as  an  approach  toward  solving  Topsfield's 
long-range  refuse  disposal  problems. 

The  towns  of  Boxford  and  Wenham  have  similar  disposal 
problems  and  discussions  with  the  selectmen  of  these 
two  towns  have  indicated  a  willingness  to  investigate 
the  advantages  of  a  tri-town  Regional  Refuse  Disposal 
facility. 

This  Article  requests  the  approval  of  town  residents  to 
establish  a  three -man  committee  to  represent  Topsfield 
in  the  planning  of  a  Regional  Disposal  District  with 
the  two  other  towns. 

We  understand  that  the  residents  of  Boxford  and  Wenham 
will  be  voting  on  a  similar  article  at  their  annual 
town  meetings. 

Approval  of  the  Article  by  all  three  towns  would  create 
a  nine-man  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Board. 
This  Board  would  study  the  feasibility  and  advantages 
of  creating  a  RegionalRefuse  Disposal  District  and 
submit  their  recommendations  to  the  Selectmen. 

If  the  recommendation  were  favorable,  the  question 
would  then  be  subjected  to  a  vote  by  the  residents  of 
the  three  towns. 

Since  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  facility  may  well  offer 
an  economical  long-range  solution  to  our  problem,  we 
recommend  favorable  action  on  this  Article  to  permit 
formal  study  of  the  proposal. 

Thirty- third.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  place  upon  the  next 
official  ballot  legally  possible  the  following:    "Shall  the 
local  mass  transportation  service  in  this  town  be  discon- 
tinued?"   in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  563 
of  the  Acts  of  1964. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  PLACE  UPON  THE  NEXT 
OFFICIAL  BALLOT  AN  ARTICLE  TO  SEE  IF  THE  LOCAL  MASS 
TRANSPORTATION  SERVICE  IN  THIS  TOWN  BE  CONTINUED  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  CHAPTER  563  OF  THE  ACTS 
OF  1964. 
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This  Article  pertains  to  the  M.B.T.A.  which  does  not 
service  our  town  yet.    In  1967  we  paid  to  the  M.B.T.A. 
$450,  in  1968  $550  and  estimated  for  1969  is  $3600  and 
$6100  for  1970. 

Getting  this  Article  on  the  next  Official  Ballot  will  be 
the  first  step  attempting  to  eliminate  this 
unwarranted  charge  to  the  Town.    Subsequent  action  would 
be  the  attempt  to  bring  this  to  the  State  Legislature 
for  consideration. 

Thirty- fourth.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF 
$10,000  FRGM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  TO  THE  STABILIZATION  FUND. 

The  Stabilization  Fund  authorized  under  Chapter  40, 
Section  56  of  the  General  Laws  as  a  means  of  en- 
couraging towns  to  plan  ahead  for  school  construc- 
tion and  for  certain  other  capital  outlays.  When 
Stabilization  Fund  money  is  so  used,  the  State  will 
provide  matching  funds  up  to  a  maximum  of  $100,000. 
By  statute,  a  town  may  appropriate,  in  any  one  year, 
an  amount  not  exceeding  ten  percent  of  the  amount 
raised  by  real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property 
taxation  in  the  previous  year.    Since  approximately 
$95,000  of  the  Fund  was  used  for  the  Steward  School 
addition,  it  is  advisable  for  the  Town  to  begin 
rebuilding  its  Stabilization  Fund  in  anticipation  of 
future  building  needs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  C.  HARTMAN,  Chairman 
PAUL  S.  BEST 
JOHN  E.  PETERSON 
NATHANIEL  G.  WETHERBEE 
NORPJS  E.  KENYON 
CHARLES  M.  THING 
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THREE  HUNDRED  NINETEENTH 
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OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
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1969 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE 

TOWN  CLERK'S  RECORDS  OF  TOWN  MEETINGS 


REPORT 
OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
OF  THE 

TOWN     OF  TOPSFIELD 
FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1969 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Topsfield  Incorporated  -  1650 

Population  1900  -  1,030 

1950  -  1,409 

1965  -  4,375 

1970  -  5,000  (Estimated) 

Number  Registered  Voters  -  2,450  (1969) 

Total  Valuation  (Taxable  property)  $25,134,860.00 

(Non-Taxable  property)       $  4,154,185.00 

Number  of  homes  1,285 

Area  in  square  miles  12.86 

Miles  of  Town  Roads  48.15 

Churches  Congregational  -  established  1663 

Catholic  1945 
Episcopal  1957 
Lutheran  1961 

Library 

Volume  -  number  of  books  23,600 
Circulation  66,000 
Hours  -  2  -  5  Monday  through  Friday 
10-2  Saturday 

10  -12  Tuesday  and  Friday  morning 

Number  of  School  Children  -  October  1,  1969 
Elementary        K-6  950 
Junior  High       7-8  325 
High  School       9-12  540 

Protection 

Police  -  Full  time  -  Chief  -  Sergeant  -  2  Patrolmen 
Fire        Call  Dept. 

Town  Water  (hydrants)  -  Covers  78%  of  homes  §  businesses 

Communications  Center  -  Police  -  Fire  -  Emergency  -  Call  7-2121 
Town  Hall  -  Business  -  Info  7-2116 

Massachusetts  General  Court  -  State  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

State  Senator  -  William  L.  Saltonstall  -  3rd  Essex  District 
State  Representative  -  Robert  C.  Buell  -  12th  Essex  District 
Federal  Legislators  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

State  Senators  -  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Edward  W.  Brooke 
Congressmen  -  William  H.  Bates*  -  Michael' J.  Harrington** 
6th  District 

Town  By-Laws  -  Town  Map  -  Available  Town  Hall  -  $1.00  per  copy 
*Died  June  22,  1969         **Elected  September  30,  1969 
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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1969-1970 
ELECTED 

Moderator  John  J.  Kimball,  Jr.,  1970 

Selectmen  -John  Sanger,  1970 

Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  1971 

Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.,  1972 

Town  Clerk  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

Town  Treasurer  Alice  F.  Castle,  1972 

Town  Collector  Leslie  B.  Fales,  1972 

Road  Commissioner  William  T.  Gamble,  1970 

Assessors                                                   Anthony  D'Agostino,  1970 

Charles  E.  Pethybridge,  1971 

John  B.  Gamans,  1972 

School  Committee: 

Donald  Cox,  1970                        Willard  B.  Spring,  1972 

James  R.  Collins,  1971  Barbara  Hartford,  1972 
Thomas  C.  Leonard,  1971 

Regional  District  School  Committee: 

K.  Frank  Austen*,  1970 

Jordan  Patkin±,  1970 

Thomas  A.  Grady,  1971 

Paul  Johnson,  1972 

Central  Essex  Welfare  District  Agent   Claire  E.  Taylor 

North  Essex  Veterans'  Service  District  Agent.  .Harris  C.  Giles** 

Constable                                                Theodore  J.  Williams,  1970 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent  .  .Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1970 

Trustees  of  Town  Library: 

Barbara  K.  Booth,  1970                     Stanley  Cohen,  1971 

Marion  G.  Kimball,  1970                  Mario  D.  Banus,  1972 

Evelyn  L.  Fales,  1971                       Richard  Stowe,  1972 
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Board  of  Water  Commissioners 


Cemetery  Commissioners 


Park  Commissioners: 


Planning  Board: 


Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 


Walter  K.  Anderson,  1970 

Charles  R.  Mann,  1971 

Stephen  J.  Chamberlin,  1972 

David  P.  Smallidge,  1970 

Harold  T.  Fletcher,  1971 

Joseph  P.  Friend,  1972 

Douglas  W.  Rankin,  1970 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland,  1971 

George  W.  Day,  1972 

Robert  H.  Klar,  1970 

Benjamin  W.  English,  1971 

Jackson  0.  Welsh,  1972 

James  R.  Klock,  1973 

Alvah  Balentine,  1974 

Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1970 

Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

C.  Lawrence  Bond,  1972 


APPOINTED 


Finance  Committee: 

Paul  S.  Best*,  1970  Norris  E.  Kenyon,  1971 

Michael  E.  Tyler±,  1970  Frederick  C.  Hartman,  1972 

Nathaniel  G.  Wetherbee,  1970  John  Peterson,  1972 

Charles  M.  Thing,  Chairman,  1971 

Chief  of  Police  Roger  G.  Peabody# 

Sergeant  Harold  Moore 


Regular  Patrolmen: 
Reserve  Patrolmen: 


Arthur  S.  Heard,  Jr, 

Roy  J.  Ackerman* 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 


Philip  S.  Girard 

William  T.  Gamble 
Charles  B.  Osborne,  Jr. 
Stephen  P.  Tierney* 
H.  Robinson  Vail 


Policewoman  Nellie  R.  Peabody 

Special  Police  Officers:                 Philip  L.  Godbout  -  Fire  Dept. 

John  W.  Dwinell  Chester  A.  Hood 

George  N.  Earle  Richard  C.  Hardy 
C.  J.  DiFrancesco 
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Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Committee:  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr. 

Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr. 

John  A.  Sanger 

Fire  Department:    Chief  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Deputy  Chief  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Deputy  Chief  Clifton  P.  Elliott 

Captain    Howard  L.  Stultz 

Captain  Robert  A.,  Wood 

Captain  Ronald  H.  Giovannacci 

Captain    .Myron  Williams,  Jr. 

Town  Accountant  Francis  N.  Carter,  1971 

Town  Counsel  William  G.  Evans 

Board  of  Health  Agent  Lois  K.  Rogers,  M.D. 

Milk  Inspector  and  Board  of  Health  Inspector.  .  .  .John  Romanski 

Sanitary  Engineer  John  Romanski 

Dog  Officer  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Building  Inspector  Anthony  D'Agostino 

Gas  Inspector    Richard  E.  Crocker 

Plumbing  Inspector  Wendell  P.  Hall 

Wire  Inspector  Lester  E.  Shepard 

Inspector  of  Petroleum  Philip  L.  Godbout 

Animal  and  Slaughter  House  Inspector.  .  .  .  Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 

Forest  Warden    .  .  .Philip  L.  Godbout 

Public  Weighers  and  Weighers  of  Coal: 

Alfred  N.  Andrews  Richard  E.  Crocker 

Clayton  Elliott  Fred  Pickard 

Clifton  Elliott  Henry  Reed 

Measurers  of  Lumber  and  Wood:  Harvey  W.  Perry 

Fred  Moscarito 

Fence  Viewers:  George  N.  Earle 

Thomas  E.  Elliott 
Stephen  E.  Woodbury 

Pound  Keeper:  Harry  W.  Fuller 
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Field  Drivers: 


Harry  W.  Fuller 
Chester  A.  Hood,  Sr. 


Trustees  for  Disbursement  of  Poor  Funds:         John  R.  Walsh,  1970 

Ann  L.  Earl*,  1971 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control.   .  .  .  Wallace  H.  Kneeland 

Burial  Agent  William  A.  Perkins 

Caretaker  -  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Graves  John  R.  Gould 

Town  Forest  Committee:  Laurence  C.  Dosh,  1970 

John  J.  Hurley,  1971 
George  W.  Day,  1972 

Local  Coordinator  -  Civil  Defense  Robert  A.  Wood 

Communication  Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 

Radiological  Staff  Officer  .  .Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Town  Insurance  Committee: 

*Alice  F.  Castle  Francis  Brown 

Browning  E.  Marean,  Jr.  David  Twiss 

James  R.  Collins 
Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk  for  the  Committee 


Sanitation  Committee: 

Board  of  Health.  . 
Water  Department  . 

At  Large   

Chairman   

Planning  Board  .  . 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  District 

Historical  District  Committee 
Ann  Hardy* 
Horton  Brads treet 
James  K.  Castle 


,  John  Romans ki 

.   .  .  .Walter  K.  Anderson 

,  George  H.  Gage 

,  Dean  Harwood 

.   .  .  .Reynold  B.  Nippe 

,  John  W.  Peirce 

John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman 
Nathaniel  Wetherbee 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 
William  B.S.  Leong 


Special  Drainage  Committee:    5/28/63  George  A.  Hermans,  Chairman 

Laurence  C.  Dosh,  Secretary 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
William  J.  Vallette 

Memorial  Day  Committee:  Clayton  H.  Elliott,  1970 

Nathaniel  Wetherbee,  1971 
Douglas  Rankin,  1972 
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Zoning  Appeal  Board:  Raymond  S.  Roberts,  1970 

Clayton  F.  Rock,  1971 
Charles  Evans,  1972 
George  Ross  -  Alternate 

Soil  Erosion  Board:  Robert  A.  Klar 

Clayton  F.  Rock 
Arthur  L.  Robinson 


Mosquito  Control  Committee:     (T.M.  5/28/62  Art.  5)    Paul  S.  Best 
Dr.  Frank  Austen*  Paul  Loughlin 

Elwood  D.  Bickford  William  G.  Stieritz 

Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee: 

Peter  Wilson,  Chairman,  1970  Frederika  K.  Joy,  1971 

Mrs.  Dana  Warren,  1970  Gerald  F.  Rourke,  1971 

Louis  Tremblay*,  1971  Richard  R.  Smith,  1972- 

Thomas  H.  Hicks±,  1971  Robert  E.  Hartford,  1972 

Donald  Cox  -  from  School  Committee 


Municipal  Services  Building  Committee:  (T.M.  3/2/64  Art.  13) 

Alvah  H.  Balentine  Leslie  Ray** 

Philip  L.  Godbout  Robert  A.  Wood 
Roger  G.  Peabody 


Recreation  Committee: 

George  C.  Hinkley,  Jr. 
H.  Allen  Stevens 
John  Bond 


Waldo  H.  Smith 
Gretchen  Stott 
Rodger  H.  Stone 


Conservation  Commission: 

Deborah  D.  Moulton,  1970 
James  R.  Klock*,  1970 
Derek  VanEttent,  1970 
Barbara  Welsh,  1970 

Board  of  Registrars: 


Communications  Committee: 


John  W.  Peirce,  Chairman,  1971 

Walter  H.  Mcintosh,  1971 

Robert  Klar,  1972 

Lawrence  A.  Cyr,  1972 

Francis  N.  Carter,  Clerk 
John  J.  Hurley,  1970 
Edward  T.  Welch,  1971 
George  A.  Stanwood,  Jr. ,  1972 

Philip  L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 
Robert  A.  Wood 
Robert  E.  Howlett,  Jr. 


Topsfield  Conservation  Committee  Tree  Planning  Committee: 
T3/10/69  -  letter  from  Conservation  Committee) 
Derek  VanEtten,  Chairman  Douglas  Rankin 

John  Nutter 


*Resigned     **Died     #Tenure      ±To  Fill  Vacancy 
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Date  of  Birth 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 
BIRTHS 

Name  of  Child  Name  of  Parents 


1968 


Dec.  18 


Dec.  27 


Dec.  31 


Diana  Marie  Laurendeau 


Brenda  Florence  DeMaree 


Marc  Andre  Beaulieu 


Raymond  Joseph  Laurendeau 
Marion  Doris  (Mellen) 

Laurendeau 

Mitchell  Russell  DeMaree 
Sandra  Florence  (Peterson) 
DeMaree 

Richard  Normand  Beaulieu 
Juliette  Paquerette  (Mathieu) 
Beaulieu 


1969 

Jan.  2  v.    Tammy  Theresa  Sands 

Jan.  9  Todd  Philips  Taylor 

Jan.  14  Cheryl  Beth  Lynch 

Jan.  29  Meghan  Marie  Swain 

Feb.  3  Kimberly  Sue  Ralph 

Feb.  6  Susan  Elizabeth  Roberts 

Feb.  8  Jonathan  Arthur  Austen 

Feb.  10  Edwin  Earl  Cutler,  Jr. 

Feb.  12  Paloma  Joanne  Reig 

Feb.  14  Christopher  Parker  Daniels 


Gerald  Louis  Sands,  Jr. 
Carol  Annette  (McConnell) 
Sands 

Philips  VanCampen  Taylor 
Josephine  Catherine 
Elizabeth  (Dalmolen)  Taylor 

Paul  Richard  Lynch,  Jr. 
Patricia  Mary  (Taft)  Lynch 

James  Carl  Swain 

Carol  Jean  (Pitman)  Swain 

Thomas  Malcolm  Ralph,  Jr. 
Patricia  Louise  (Maky)  Ralph 

Hartley  Forest  Roberts,  Jr. 
Dorothy  Anne  (Merrill)  Roberts 

Karl  Frank  Austen 

Joycelyn  I.   (Chapman)  Austen 

Edwin  Earl  Cutler 

Bettie  Ann  (Culbreath)  Cutler 

Jose  Fernando  Reig 
Joanne  Sara  (Holman)  Reig 

Robert  Munroe  Daniels 
Marliene  (Angarola)  Daniels 
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Feb.  18  Siv  Bergljot  Roeder 

Feb.  19  Kelly  Ann  Tobin 

Feb.  21  David  Hollis  Allen 

Feb.  24  Lisa  Marie  Hartzler 

Feb.  26  Steven  Craig  Smith 

Feb.  28  Hans  William  Klar 

March  10  Sarah  Ann  Fuller 

March  10  Erik  Clark  Prussman 

March  20  Gregory  Scott  Currier 

March  28  Mark  Philip  Strickland 

April  1  Elizabeth  Walsh  Levitsky 

April  9  Daniel  Edward  Stallard 

April  17  Steven  Douglas  Deitsch 

April  21  Elizabeth  May  Fuller 

May  13  Stephen  Andrew  Grady 

May  19  Kimberley  Jean  Weston 

June  6  Susan  Elizabeth  Bott 

June  10  Bradford  Peter  Johnson 


Charles  Brenton  Roeder 

Gerda  Jakob ine  (Johansen)  Roeder 

Frank  William  Tobin 

Constance  Muriel  (Bernier)  Tobin 

Lee  Howard  Allen 
Deborah  (Breed)  Allen 

David  Jay  Hartzler 

Maria  Cristina  (Ayale)  Hartzler 

James  Smith 

Margaret  Helen  (Inglis)  Smith 

Robert  Harmon  Klar 
Barbara  Mae  (Lovell)  Klar 

Ronald  Sumner  Fuller 

Ellen  Jane  (Hennessey)  Fuller 

Richard  Henry  Prussman 
Barbara  Ruth  (Hatch)  Prussman 

Charles  Wesley  Currier 
Susan  Ruth  (Elwell)  Currier 

H.  C.  Strickland 

Mary  Frances  (Gaveia)  Strickland 

Walter  Simeon  Levitsky 

Margaret  Anne  (Cantwell)  Levitsky 

Donald  Edward  Stallard 
Marilyn  Elizabeth  (McCloud) 

Stallard 

William  Francis  Deitsch 
Darlene  Mae  (Richards)  Deitsch 

Timothy  Roger  Fuller 

Carol  Richardson  (Magee)  Fuller 

Thomas  Austin  Grady 

Ruth  Christine  (Donovan)  Grady 

David  Nelson  Weston 

Jean  Gail  (Allard)  Weston 

David  William  Bott 

Ruth  Dodge  (MacLeod)  Bott 

John  Robert  Johnson 
Sandra  (Chapman)  Johnson 
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June  11  Tracy  Ann  Stump 

June  18  Leslie  Azanne  Hogan 

July  7  David  Bushnell  Mather 


July  11  Bradford  Christopher 

Jacques 

July  11  James  Charles  Wilkinson 


July  23  Douglas  Steven  Fudge 

July  31  Brendan  Neil  Morrissey 

August  1  Scott  Alan  Moore 

Sept.  8  Gregory  Richard  Krom 

Sept.  11  Todd  Mason  Miller 

Sept.  12  Christopher  Flint  Powers 

Sept.  19  Gregory  Edgerton  Tyler 

Sept.  20  Christie  Lee  Hebert 

Oct.  1  David  Hagan 

Oct.  15  Christine  Ann  Coffin 

Oct.  16  Brian  Wayne  Campbell 

Oct.  16  Mark  Stephen  Campbell 


Jon  Terry  Stump 

Catherine  Marie  (Wildes)  Stump 

Patrick  Joseph  Hogan 

Joyce  Marilyn  (Koolloian)  Hogan 

Francis  Bushnell  Mather 
Priscilla  Ruth  (Marble)  Mather 

Donald  Joseph  Jacques 

Margaret  Louise  (Bernsen)  Jacques 

Charles  Kenneth  Wilkinson,  Jr. 
Suzanne  Katherine  (Loring) 
Wilkinson 

Ronald  Stevenson  Fudge 
Marilyn  Pearl  (Robar)  Fudge 

Neil  Francis  Morrissey 
Nancy  Lorraine  (Runnals) 

Morrissey 

Alan  Richard  Moore 

Cynthia  Anne  (Miller)  Moore 

Richard  Re i ling  Krom 

Eleanor  Claire  (Kowalski)  Krom 

Merlin  Glenn  Miller 
Carlotta  Lincoln  (Spensley) 
Miller 

Whitney  Rowell  Powers 
Mahmuda  Flint  (Karim)  Powers 

Michael  Edgerton  Tyler 
Carlotta  Gay  (Regan)  Tyler 

David  Albert  Hebert 
Karen  (Ansteensen)  Hebert 

Richard  Arthur  Hagan 
Barbara  Ann (Jones)  Hagan 

George  Samuel  Coffin,  Jr. 
June  Louise  (Caverly)  Coffin 

Ronnie  Wayne  Campbell 

Ellen  Mary  (Hingston)  Campbell 

Ronnie  Wayne  Campbell 

Ellen  Mary  (Hingston)  Campbell 


Nov.  8  Paul  D'Agostino  John  Edward  D'Agostino 

Mary  Phyllis  (Costanza) 
D'Agostino 


Nov.  28  Bryan  Marciano  David  Marciano 

Margaret  Lillian  (Williams) 
Marciano 

Nov.  29  Heidi  Elizabeth  Martin        Milton  Trussell  Martin,  Jr. 

Kathleen  Winifred  (Stoddart) 
Martin 

Dec.  21  Adam  Paul  Courage  William  Alan  Courage 

Karen  (Campus)  Courage 
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MARRIAGES 


Feb.  7         Donald  Leo  Perry,  Jr.  (Ipswich),  son  of  Donald  L.  and  Grace  W. 

(Slattery)  Perry.    Barbara  (Colbroth)  Grigivay  (Lynn),  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  B.  and  Nilma  (Dyke)  Colbroth.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Feb.  11       David  M.  Peirce  (Topsfield)  son  of  James  B.  and  Anne  M. 

(Means)  Peirce.    Alison  Rood  (Lincoln,  Vermont),  daughter  of 
Ronald  N.  and  Margaret  L.  (Bruce)  Rood.    Married  in  Salem. 

March  1       John  H.  Stella,  Jr.  (Ipswich),  son  of  John  H.  and  Anne  M. 

(McDonnell)  Stella.    Candace  R.  MacCormack  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Douglas  C.  and  Jean  F.  (Gage)  MacCormack. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

March  8       Alvinza  Clayton  Hanson,  Jr.  (Newburyport) ,  son  of  Alvinza  C. 

and  Mamie  Ann  (Perkins)  Hanson.    Janis  Lea  Griffin  (Topsfield) 
daughter  of  Philip  C.  and  Dorothy  A.  (Titus)  Griffin. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

March  21      Francis  Faulkner  Kingsley,  Jr.  (Watertown) ,  son  of  Francis 
Faulkner  and  Dorothy  (Newson)  Kingsley.    Gail  Christine 
(Peters)  Reid  (Topsfield) ,    daughter  of  Charles  Edwards  and 
Eloise  Christine  (Wheeler)  Peters.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

April  4       Edward  A.  Carpenter  (Topsfield),  son  of  Frank  G.  and 

Madeline  M.  (White)  Carpenter.    Mary  Jeannette  (Jacques) 
Haycock  (Salem),  daughter  of  Harry  and  Ida  (Biron)  Jacques. 
Married  in  Lynnfield. 

April  12     Waldo  H.  Smith,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Waldo  H.  and  Anne  L. 

(Lane)  Smith.    Jeanne  R.  Laferriere  (Acton) ,  daughter  of 
Raymond  and  Althea  C.  (Dimmick)  Laferriere.    Married  in 
Acton . 

April  19     David  T.  Swift  (Exeter,  N.  H.),  son  of  Charles  M.  and  Mary  B. 
(Titus)  Swift.    Andrea  M.  Krausse  (Boston),  daughter  of 
George  L.  and  Rosemary  (McLean)  Krausse.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

April  19     Gilbert  A.  Ross  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  George  and  Gail  (Hand) 
Ross.    Linda  D.  Lolley  (Peabody) ,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Nelson)  Lolley.    Married  in  Topsfield. 


June  7         John  David  Stephens  (Dallas,  Texas),  son  of  Joe  C,  Jr.  and 
Marjory  M.   (Johnsen)  Stephens.    Jill  Barrett  Hadsell 
(Topsfield),  daughter  of  Tom  M.  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Catherman) 
Hadsell.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  8         Gilbert  L.  Earle  (Falmouth,  Maine),  son  of  Gilbert  L.,  Sr. 
and  Ethel  (Rose)  Earle.    Jennifer  I.  Lord  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Russell  E.  and  Nancy  J.  (Whipple)  Lord. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 
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June  13       Thomas  R.  Griffin  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Roger  A.  and  Dorothy  M. 

(Wildes)  Griffin.    Brenda  F.  Frazier  (Danvers) ,  daughter  of 
Arthur  Henry  and  Eunice  (Staples)  Frazier.    Married  in 
Middleton. 

June  14       John  Edward  Klingensmith  (Boxford) ,  son  of  Robert  W.  and 

Elizabeth  (Mielke)  Klingensmith.    Judith  Porter  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Carleton  and  Dorothy  (Fuller)  Porter.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

June  14       Thomas  J.  Savage  (Topsfield),  son  of  Walter  R.  and  Florence  B. 

(McMillen)  Savage.    Sally  A.  Lightizer  (Peabody) ,  daughter  of 
Everett  E.,  Jr.  and' Marguerite  V.  (Peterson)  Lightizer. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  15       Leslie  G.  Rogers  (Danvers),  son  of  Conrad  A.  and  Violet 

(Farrer)  Rogers.    Linda  J.  Rowell  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Ralph  A.  and  Marjorie  E.  (Tappan)  Rowell.    Married  in  Danvers. 

June  21       James  Howard  Leonhard  (Bethpage,  N.  Y.),  son  of  Howard  Hugo 
and  Charlotte  Marie  (Doerfler)  Leonhard.    Caren  Johnson 
(Ipswich) ,  daughter  of  James  Michael  and  Janet  Emily 
(Chalmers)  Johnson.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  26       Joseph  Sumner  Snyder  (Waltham) ,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Dora 

(Robinson)  Snyder.    Elizabeth  (Macatee)  Britten  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Anna  Mary  (Cambron)  Macatee. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  28       Thomas  F.  Roche,  Jr.,  (West  Boxford),  son  of  Thomas  F.  and 

Esther  E.  (Dooley)  Roche.    Barbara  Jean  Blaisdell  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Harry  L.  and  Mary  Edith  (Campbell)  Blaisdell. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

June  28       Bruce  Frederick  Ray  (Topsfield),  son  of  Richard  F.  and 

Frances  Virginia  (Colson)  Ray.    Marguerite  C.  Uhl  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Philip  Edward  and  Betty  Jean  (Mayes)  Uhl. 
Married  in  Georgetown. 

June  29       Clayton  Elvin  Day,  Jr.  (Oxford,  England) ,  son  of  Clayton 

Elvin  and  Junita  Virginia  (Dowdy)  Day.    Fay  Lampert      :psfield) , 
daughter  of  David  and  Irma  (Mendelsohn)  Lampert.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  5        Thomas  A.  Demars  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Frank  and  Mary  (DiFeis) 

Demars.    Priscilla  (Green)  Taylor  (North  Weymouth),  daughter  of 
James  Edward  and  Margaret  (O'Leary)  Green.    Married  in 
Newburyport . 

July  12       David  James  Mallett  (Gloucester) ,  son  of  Wallace  and  Elizabeth 
(Hanahan)  Mallett.    Judith  W.  Blanchard  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Elwyn  W.  and  Ruth  (Kniep)  Blanchard.    Married  in  South 
Byfield. 
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July  19       Peter  F.  Martin  (Wenham) ,  son  of  Frank  S.  and  Mary  (McCabe) 
Martin.    Bonnie  F.  Andrew  (Topsf ield) ,  daughter  of  Jack  E. 
and  Gladys  M.   (Fifield)  Andrew.    Married  in  Danvers . 

July  19       William  B.  Normand  (Beverly),  son  of  Lionel  Edward  and 
Lillian  Virginia  (Manley)  Normand.    Donna  Woytovich 
(Topsfield) ,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Barbara  (Roberts) 
Woytovich.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

July  20       Regan  Arnold  Noon  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Ronald  and  Lillian 
(Hubrich)  Noon.    Joyce  Elaine  Meniates  (Salem) ,  daughter 
of  Charles  X.  and  Florence  (McAuley)  Meniates.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

July  26  Michael  J.  Taft  (Topsfield),  son  of  Harry  C.  and  Helena 
(Parlon)  Taft.  Wendy  M.  Burnham  (Ipswich),  daughter  of 
Otis  L.  and  Irmr?  E.  (Page)  Burnham.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  2         Peter  R.  Hoover  (Cleveland,  Ohio) ,  son  of  Edgar  M.  Jr.  and 

Mary  Frances  (Wolfe)  Hoover.    Caroline  B.  Edwards  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Roger  J.  and  Ruth  Bramhall  (Hosley)  Edwards. 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  23       Wayne  A.  Babin  (Topsfield),  son  of  Franklin  J.  and  Rita  L. 

(Smith)  Babin.  Mary  Lou  Cove  (Maiden),  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
and  Mary  E.  (Smith)  Cove.    Married  in  Beverly. 

Aug.  30       John  Alan  Chabot  (San  Carlos,  California),  son  of  Frank  Roland 
and  Barbara  Ruth  (Biddle)  Chabot.    Marcia  Gaye  Wright 
(Boxford) ,  daughter  of  George  Brads tree t  and  Marion  Roberta 
(Nowell)  Wright.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  6       Roy  Arthur  Skinner  (Reading) ,  son  of  William  and  Vera  A. 

(Davidson)  Skinner.    Pamela  Ann  Roukes  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Warren  Henry  and  Constance  Fuller  (Moody)  Roukes .  Married 
in  Reading. 

Sept.  7       Joseph  Rainone  (Maiden),  son  of  Carmen  and  Lucy  (Lena)  Rainone. 
Carolyn  A.  Banks  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  T.  Harold  and 
Dorethea . (Cassin)  Banks.    Married  in  Middleton. 

Sept.  13  Henry  T.  Cowles  III  (Ipswich),  son  of  Henry  T.  and  Anne  (Patch) 
Cowles  II.  Jan  Lee  Houser  (Topsfield),  daughter  of  Lee  V.  and 
Muriel  L.  (Chase)  Houser.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  14     William  B.  Bodwell  (Ipswich),  son  of  William  H.  and  Alberta 
(Bailey)  Bodwell.    Susan  E.  Hagberg  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
Edward  A.  and  Elizabeth  E.  (Beal)  Hagberg.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Sept.  18     John  E.  Fraher  (Topsfield),  son  of  John  T.  and  Olivia  F. 

(Howley)  Fraher.    Barbara  N.  (McCarthy)  Horn  (Winchester), 
daughter  of  Paul  A.  and  Ellen  (Sullivan)  McCarthy.  Married 
in  Lynn. 
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Sept.  20     Phillip  L.  Lindstrom  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Harold  C.  and  Ruth  A. 

(Pelley)  Lindstrom.    Patricia  A.  Bedell  (Topsfield) ,  daughter 
of  Charles  P.  and  Doris  E.  (Demars)  Bedell.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Sept.  21      R.  William  Coletti  (Beverly),  son  of  Roger  D.  and  Eleanor 

(Kelleher)  Coletti.    Barbara  A.  Kelley  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  John  E.  and  Audry  (vonHassela)  Kelley.    Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Sept.  21     Christopher  T.  Banus  (Topsfield),  son  of  Mario  D.  and  Grace  M. 
(Lupton)  Banus.    Patricia  Lynn  Montgomery  (Topsfield), 
daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Evelyn  Jeannette  (Burleson) 
Montgomery.    Married  in  Ipswich.. 

Sept.  27     Terry  Sunderland  (New  York  City,  N.  Y.),  son  of  Robert  and 

Eleanor  E.  (Meyer)  Sunderland.    Gail  E.  Spear  (New  York  City, 
N.  Y.),  daughter  of  Bennett  P.  and  Phyllis  E.  (Rundlett) 
Spear.    Married  in  Topsfield. 

Sept.  27     Clyde  P.  Balevre  (Salem),  son  of  Frank  F.  and  Barbara  L. 

(Mouncey)  Balevre.  Marna  L.  Carlton  (Topsfield),  daughter  of 
William  W.  and  Ruth  (Crawford)  Carlton.    Married  in  Middleton. 

Sept.  28     Eric  Leonard  Lekberg  (Westboro) ,  son  of  Frank  L.  and  Frances 
(Doyle)  Lekberg.    Nancy  Lee  Unger  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Richard  A.  and  Betty  J.  (Woelffle)  Unger.    Married  in  Beverly. 

Oct.  3        Donald  Jean  Desrochers  (Lowell),  son  of  Lucien  H.  and  Gertrude 
(Mclnerney)  Desrochers.    Martha  Ann  Flagg  (Billerica) . 
Married  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  4        David  A.  Geyer  (Melrose),  son  of  Marshall  W.  and  Dorothy  A. 

(McHatton)  Geyer.    Christina  L.  Herrick  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Fred  A.  and  Marilyn  L.  (Smith)  Herrick.    Married  in  Melrose. 

Oct.  4        James  H.  Flynn,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  H.  and  Ida  M. 

(Sauchelli)  Flynn.    Holland  Hoagland  (Topsfield) ,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Barbara  J.  (Hart)  Hoagland.    Married  in  Danvers. 

Oct.  24       Robert  M.  Maloney,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  Robert  M.  and  Mary 
Ellen  (Griswold)  Maloney.    Pamela  J.  Rankin  (Reading), 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Edna  (Jones)  Rankin.    Married  in  Reading. 

Oct.  25       Roger  Wesley  Schaeffer  (Summit,  N.  J.),  son  of  Wesley  H.  and 
Edna  Z.  (Gerlach)  Schaeffer.    Terrie  Jean  Swindell  (Danvers), 
daughter  of  Harry  P.  and  Irene  H.  (Pierce)  Swindell.  Married 
in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  29       Frederick  Seward  Jarvis  (Norwalk,  Conn.),  son  of  Seward  P.  and 
Ruth  A.  (Poore)  Jarvis.    Mary  Alice  Brown  (Middleton),  daughter 
of  Gerald  and  Phyllis  R.  (Pascall)  Brown.    Married  in  Topsfield. 
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Nov.  1        John  D.  O'Connell  (Topsfield) ,  son  of  Edward  F.  and  Gertrude 
(Kulakowski)  O'Connell.    Cathy  Eileen  Nolan  (Newburyport) , 
daughter  of  Paul  R.  and  Frances  A.  (Mitsch)  Nolan.  Married 
in  Rowley. 

Nov.  23  Ronald  L.  Baker  (Topsfield),  son  of  Carl  W.  and  Molly  Eugenea 
(Cress)  Baker.  Kathleen _ Ann  Bradstreet  (Topsfield),  daughter 
of  Howard  D.  and  Daisy  E.  (Bridgeman)  Bradstreet.  Married  in 
Topsfield. 

Nov.  29       James  B.  Peirce,  Jr.  (Topsfield),  son  of  James  B.  and  Anne  M. 

(Means)  Peirce.    Stephanie  A.  Sennott  (Boxford) ,  daughter  of 
Edward  F.  and  Ruth  A.  (Murphy)  Sennott.    Married  in  Georgetown. 
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DEATHS 


Missing  since  October  2,  1968 

Recorded  April  14,  1969 

Otto  D.  Carlson,  son  of  Albert  G.  and  Hilda  S.  (Karlson) 
Carlson.    Age  70  years,  5  months.    Buried  in  Wenham. 

1969 

Feb.  14       Charles  Bracket t,  son  of  Frank  and  Sarah  (Spear)  Bracket t. 
Age  67  years,  3  months,  7  days.    Buried  in  Middleton. 

March  3  Eva  R.  (Brockway)  McCormack,  wife  of  Henry  F.  McCormack, 
and  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Mabel  (Smith)  Brockway.  Age  80 
years,  10  months,  13  days.    Buried  in  West  Peabody. 

March  29     Christopher  Foye,  son  of  Elmer  P.  and  Caroline  (Peck)  Foye. 
Age  23  years,  11  months,  16  days.    Buried  in  Salem. 

April  20  Essie  Ella  (Haynes)  Heaton,  widow  of  Roy  Charles  Heaton, 
and  daughter  of  Lemuel  Blackstone  and  Ella  Augusta  (Hay) 
Haynes.    Age  86  years,  1  month,  13  days.    Buried  in  Everett. 

May  13        Leslie  Sewall  Ray,  son  of  Horace  and  Sarah  (Towne)  Ray. 

Age  77  years,  4  months,  17  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

May  15         Faith  E.  (Brads treet)  Peabody,  widow  of  Ernest  E.  Peabody, 
and  daughter  of  Horace  D.  and  Mabel  W.  (Warner)  Bradstreet. 
Age  86  years,  4  months,  12  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

May  16  Edith  (Lowell)  Mareen,  widow  of  Samuel  Mareen,  and  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Mary  (Chesley)  Lowell.  Age  85  years,  18  days. 
Buried  in  East  Wilton,  Maine. 

June  7        Sadie  (Burrie)  Menk,  wife  of  Sidney  G.  Menk,  and  daughter 

of  Garret  and  Sadie  (Kuiken)  Burrie.  Age  58  years,  11  months, 
2  days.    Buried  in  West  Barnet,  Vermont. 

June  20       Damiano  Gangi,  son  of  Salvador  and  Elizabeth  (DeRosa)  Gangi. 
Age  89  years,  5  months,  4  days-.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

June  22       James  Herbert  Cooke,  son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Sabean) 
Cooke.    Age  79  years,  14  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

June  26       John  H.  Ansteensen,  son  of  Ansteen  and  Emilie  F.  (Hoff) 
Ansteensen.    Age  90  years,  11  months,  3  days.    Buried  in 
Salem. 

June  29       Nunzio  V.  Scuzzarella,  son  of  Ignazio  and  Angelina  (Amorelli) 
Scuzzarella.    Age  41  years,  9  months,  14  days.    Buried  in 
Maiden . 
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Aug,  17  Olive  B .  (Matthews)  Foster,  widow  of  J.  Thomas  Foster,  and 
daughter  of • John  D.  and  Catherine  (Drew)  Matthews.  Age  86 
years.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Aug.  21  John  W.  Pratt,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Tyler)  Pratt. 
Age  83  years,  7  months,  29  days.    Buried  in  Lynn. 

Sept.  7  John  A.  Flynn,  son  of  James  and  Mary  A.  (Griffin)  Flynn. 
Age  56  years.    Buried  in  Belmont. 

Sept.  11     Arthur  E.  Knee land,  son  of  Cyrus  and  Anna  (Lotter)  Kneeland. 
Age  87  years,  11  months  2  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  9        Harris  C.  Giles,  son  of  Wayne  A.  and  Charlotte  A.  (Sawyer) 

Giles.    Age  57  years,  8  months,  5  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 

Oct.  17       James  B.  Bless ington,  son  of  James  and  Katherine  (Duddy) 
Blessington.    Age  70  years,  6  months,  27  days.    Buried  in 
Topsfield. 

Oct.  29       Leola  M.  (Vermilya)  Houser,  widow  of  Freeman  J.  Houser,  and 
daughter  of  Charles  E.  and  Ida  (Ervin)  Vermilya.    Age  80 
years,  3  months,  21  days.    Buried  in  Muncy,  Pennsylvania. 

Oct.  31       Aura  (Chap in)  Ray,  widow  of  John  G.  Ray,  Sr.,  and  daughter 
of  George  Davis  and  Emma  (Annable)  Chap in.    Age  76  years, 
1  month,  16  days.    Buried  in  Clay,  New  York. 

Dec.  2  Theodore  Charles  Kniep,  son  of  Theodore  C.  and  Caroline 
Kniep,  Sr.  Age  86  years,  2  months,  29  days.  Buried  in 
Salem. 

Dec.  25       Beatrice  C.  (LeComte)  Guay,  widow  of  William  C.  Guay,  and 
daughter  of  Victor  and  Caroline  (Moffett)  LeComte.  Age 
75  years,  6  months,  18  days.    Buried  in  Topsfield. 


19 


DEATHS  IN  OTTER  PLACES,  INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 


Date  Years    Mos.  Days 

Jan.  6  Harold  Frederick  Jordan,  Clearwater,  Fla. 

Jan.  25  Merle  A.  Sullivan,  Houston,  Texas 

Jan.  26  Alice  B.  (Garett)  Lindsay,  Medfield 

April  2  George  E.  Wildes,  Danvers 

April  8  Charles  A.  Willett,  Lynn 

April  10  Cleo  H.  Wright,  Middleton 

April  16  Delia  Decato,  Enfield,  N.  H. 

April  22  Alco  Taylor,  Boxford 

April  29  Joseph  Leach  Robins,  Bonita  Beach,  Fla. 

May  10  Mary  Neno,  Haverhill 

June  5  John  Downs,  Danvers 

July  28  Annie  V.  (O'Donnell)  Pierce,  Danvers 

Aug.  10  Charles  F.  Frederick,  Westbrook,  Maine 

Sept.  9  Arthur  J.  Harrigan,  Danvers 

Sept.  27  Elizabeth  (Avilla)  Towne,  Acton 

Oct.  19  Catharine  P.  Walsh,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Oct.  27  Cedric  P.  Gilman,  Lawrence 

Dec.  19  Napoleon  J.  Chalifoux,  Lynn 

Dec.  21  Leon  H.  Gardiner,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 
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ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


March  3,  1969 

The  several  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  P.M.  and  he 
stated  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable  stating 
that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by  Law.  The 
Town  Clerk  called  attention  to  corrections  in  the  Town  Report.  First, 
on  page  178,  the  accounting  of  the  Finance  Committee  report  of  trans- 
fers from  the  Reserve  Fund  should  also  have  listed  an  item  of  Blue  Cross- 
Blue  Shield  in  the  amount  of  $92.81,  thereby  confirming  the  figure  of 
money  transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  in  1969  of  $9,881.79.    Second,  the 
Town  Clerk  read  the  report  of  the  Recreation  Committee  which  had  been 
omitted  from  the  Annual  Town  Report. 

REPORT  OF  THE  RECREATION  COMMITTEE 

The  committee  found  itself  somewhat  shorthanded  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  due  to  the  resignation  of  two  members  who  moved  from  town.    A  public 
plea  was  well  responded  to  by  interested  townsmen  and  the  committee  is 
now  at  full  strength  and  better  able  to  discharge  its  responsibilities 
and  meet  its  challenges. 

This  year,  through  the  coordinated  efforts  of  many  departments  and  the 
Congregational  Church  the  town  leased  from  the  church  a  large  tract  of 
land  behind  Emerson  Center  for  park  and  recreational  development.  This 
area  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Park  Department  with  development 
under  the  direction  of  this  committee.    A  new  Little  League  field  has 
been  constructed  and  will  be  ready  for  play  next  spring.    A  second 
field  will  be  constructed  next  year  adjacent  to  the  first  so  the  com- 
bined outfields  will  serve  as  a  soccer  field  later  in  the  year. 

The  tennis  courts  on  Grove  Street  completed  last  fall  received  more 
play  than  anticipated  this  summer.    Lights  will  be  installed  next  spring 
to  increase  their  usable  time.    The  skating  area  adjacent  to  these 
courts  has,  under  the  direction  of  J.R.Klock,  been  expanded,  better 
graded,  and  landscaped.    Lights  will  be  provided  to  this  area  for  night 
skating.    This  area  has  been  graded  and  will  be  filled  to  maintain  a 
minimum  depth  to  insure  safe  skating.    The  North  Street  skating  area 
was  maintained  and  lighted  as  in  past  years. 

During  the  past  year  the  maintenance  of  the  Proctor  and  Steward  school 
fields  during  the  baseball  programs ,  and  the  skating  areas  were  main- 
tained by  the  Park  Department  with  funds  from  this  committee.     It  was 
felt  that  the  Park  Department  with  manpower  and  equipment  could  more 
effectively  care  for  these  areas.    For  1969  the  funding  for  this  re- 
sponsibility has  been  transferred  to  the  Park  Department  budget. 
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It  is  this  committee's  intent  to  assume  more  of  the  fiscal  burden  of 
the  Athletic  Association  to  allow  them  to  better  concentrate  their 
voluntary  efforts  to  the  organization  and  operation  of  the  athletic 
programs  for  the  town's  youth. 

GRETCHEN  STOTT 
GEORGE  HINKLEY 
H.  ALLEN  STEVENS 
WALDO  SMITH 
JOHN  BOND 
RODGER  STONE 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting, 
and  act  thereon. 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  read  a 
report  to  the  people  of  Topsfield  on  Rubbish  Disposal  as  follows: 

REPORT  ON  RUBBISH  DISPOSAL 

The  Board  of  Health  would  like  at  this  time  to  bring  the  residents  of 
Topsfield  up  to  date  on  the  rubbish  disposal  problem  in  Town. 

The  present  site  has  about  had  it.    We,  as  I  am  sure  you  are  aware,  are 
working  on  a  week  to  week  basis  with  a  contractor.    It  is  inefficient 
and  uneconomical  to  say  the  least. 

We  are  presently  trying  to  arrange  for  a  pick-up  service  in  Town.  Our 
target  date  is  June  first.    We  will  keep  the  Town  advised  on  this 
development  as  it  progresses. 

We  sincerely  regret  the  many  inconveniences  this  refuse  disposal  pro- 
blem has  caused  the  residents  of  the  Town,  but  we  really  have  been  up 
against  it  as  far  as  a  solution  goes. 

Money  will  be  provided  under  Article  four  in  this  warrant  to  allow  us 
to  contract  for  pick-up  service. 

We  are  also  in  the  process  of  looking  around  for  a  piece  of  land  in 
Boxford  or  Topsfield  so  that  we  may  operate  a  sanitary  land  fill  on  a 
long  range  basis  and  on  a  regional  basis. 

The  Board  of  Health  would  like  to  thank  the  Townspeople  for  their 
patience  and  understanding  in  this  complicated  and  sometimes  vexing 
problem. 


Mr.  Warren  Rockwell  read  a  motion  of  commendation  congratulating  the 
highway  department  under  the  supervision  of  Supt.  William  T.  Gamble 
as  follows : 
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MOTION  TO  COMMEND  HIGHWAY  DEPT.  AND  OTHERS 


"So  many  owe  so  much  to  so  few."    That  unforgettable  utterance  describ- 
ed the  wartime  valor  of  the  indomitable  British  fliers  who  saved  England 
in  the  darkest  days  of  World  War  Two. 

In  a  peace-time  emergency  such  as  we  have  experienced  in  the  last  two 
and  one  half  weeks,  these  ringing  words  are  a  deserved  description 
of  the  dedication  and  devotion  of  the  Topsfield  Highway  Department. 
With  limited  personnel  and  equipment,  the  Department  has  out-performed 
larger  communities,  even  some  areas  which  are  the  responsibility  of 
the  State  Public  Works  Department,  to  a  degree  that  has  drawn  the 
spontaneous  praise  of  expert  observers. 

In  rising  to  the  challenge  of  the  worst  series  of  storms  on  record  in- 
cluding last  week's  heaviest  three-day  snowfall  in  history,  Commissioner 
William  T.  Gamble  and  his  men  demonstrated  determination  and  endurance 
well  beyond  the  demands  of  their  jobs.    That  they  were  willing,  without 
motivation  of  great  financial  reward,  to  subject  themselves  to  such 
physical  punishment  and  in  many  instances  personal  hazard  as  they 
battled  bitter  cold  and  10  foot  drifts,  for  48  hours  at  a  stretch, 
is  testimony  to  their  deep  regard  for  the  safety  and  well  being  of 
their  fellow  citizens. 

It  is  said  that  any  kind  of  a  crisis  seems  to  bring  out  the  best  and  the 
worst  in  people.    It  is  regrettable  that  a  few  of  the  unthinking  saw 
fit  to  unjustly  criticize,  even  berate  and  abuse  the  Highway  Department. 

I  know  there  are  many  here  more  competent  than  I  to  set  forth  this  story 
of  superlative  stewardship,  but  I  do  want  to  say  that  as  a  resident  of 
Wenham  Road  where,  traditionally , the  winds  are  wilder  and  the  drifts 
are  deeper,  I  have  firsthand  knowledge  of  the  enormity  of  the  task  that 
confronted  our  Department.    Wenham  Road  was  either  barely  passable  or 
impassable  for  periods  from  Tuesday  until  early  last  Friday  morning, 
but  I  am  sure  that  my  neighbors,  some  of  whom  may  not  yet  have  emerged 
from  their  drifted  driveways,"  will  agree  with  me  that  a  valiant  and 
finally  winning  battle  was  waged  against  ominous  odds. 

While  I  am  sure  the  knowledge  that,  as  a  result  of  their  efforts,  no  one 
in  Topsfield  suffered  unduly  is  enough  satisfaction  for  them,  I  should 
like  to  propose,  Mr.  Moderator,  that  this  annual  Town  Meeting  commend 
their  service  with  a  vote  that  shall  be  made  a  matter  of  the  official 
record. 

The  focus  was,  of  course,  on  the  Highway  Department  but  not  to  be  over- 
looked in  our  appreciation  for  vigilance  and  response  to  emergency  duties 
are  the  Police,  Fire, Water  and  Tree  and  other  Departments.    In  all,  they 
formed  a  team  of  which  we  can  all  be  proud.    Mr.  Moderator,  may  I  move 
the  motion  of  commendation. 


This  motion  was  seconded  and  voted  unanimously. 
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Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors: 


James  H.  Goss 

Radar  Tech. 

1967 

John  A.  Gourley,  Jr. 

Manager 

1967 

John  M.  Sullivan 

General  Contractor 

1967 

Richard  C.  Brisbois 

State  Police 

1967 

Lawrence  J.  Hyde 

Planner 

1967 

Roy  M.  Somes 

Clerk 

1967 

Ralph  G.  Hatt,  Jr. 
Richard  Skeffington,  Jr. 

Engineer 

1967 

Book  Binder 

1967 

Donald  H.  Colter,  Jr. 
Dorman  W.  Bur ley 

Engineer 

1967 

Newspaper  Manager 

1967 

Ronald  Peverly,  Jr. 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

1967 

Robert  E.  Betts 

Plant  Manager 

1967 

Elwood  D.  Bickford 

Biologist 

1967 

H.  Sargent  Whittier 

Sales  Manager 

1967 

Es telle  R.  Levesque 

Homemaker 

1967 

Mary  Slachta 

Homemaker 

1967 

Charles  0.  Leach 

Retired 

1968 

Leslie  L.  Devanna,  Sr. 

Retired 

1968 

Mary  W.  Sanger 

Homemaker 

1968 

Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Machinist 

1968 

Eileen  S.  Desmarais 

Homemaker 

1968 

Martha  W.  Barber 

Homemaker 

1968 

Alan  S.  Wi swell 

Engineer 

1968 

T.  Moreland  Wetmore 

Insurance  Broker 

1968 

Robert  H.  Sanders 

Draftsman 

1968 

Lorraine  Onufry 

Homemaker 

1968 

Robert  A.  Richman 

Engineer 

1968 

Willard  A.  Flagg,  Jr. 

Electrical  Engineer 

1968 

William  G.  Stieritz 

Engineer 

1968 

Sigmund  H.  Eskind 

Purchasing  Agent 

1968 

Louise  R.  Murray 

Homemaker 

1968 

Frank  A.  Butler 

Chemical  Engineer 

1969 

Mary  B.  Anderson 

Homemaker 

1969 

T.  Arthur  Anderson 

Iron  Worker 

1969 

Barbara  Bond 

Homemaker 

1969 

Robert  Butcher 

1969 

Elizabeth  P.  Butcher 

Homemaker 

1969 

A.  Belman  Carter 

Retired 

1969 

Anthony  A.  Lepore 

Truck  Driver 

1969 

Jennie  M.  Lepore 

Factory  Worker 

1969 

Blanche  A.  Williams 

Homemaker 

1969 

Judith  S.  Miller 

Homemaker 

1969 

Eleanor  A.  Keniston 

Homemaker 

1969 

Virginia  B.  Wyman 

Homemaker 

1969 

Suzanne  K.  Wilkinson 

Homemaker 

1969 

Dorothy  W.  Johnstone 

Homemaker 

1969 

Dorothy  M.  Bruce 

Homemaker 

1969 

Sims  McGrath 

Real  Estate 

1969 

Mary  F.  Qui g ley 

Sales  Manager 

1969 

Lester  R.  Snow 

Retired 

1969 
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Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Steward, Jr.  moved  acceptance  of  the  Jury  List  which 
was  seconded  and  the  Town  so  voted. 


Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning  January 
1,  1969  and  January  1,  1970,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes 
as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the    Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  Revenue  for  the  financial 
years  beginning  January  1,  1969  and  January  1,  1970,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and 
to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than 
one  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

1.    That  the  Town  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation  of  the 
elective  officers  from  January  1,  1969  as  follows: 


Moderator 

$ 

30 

00 

Selectmen 

Chairman 

400 

00 

Clerk 

800 

00 

Other  member 

300 

00 

Town  Treasurer 

3 

,500 

00 

Town  Collector 

3 

,000 

00 

Assessors 

Chairman 

1 

,500 

00 

Clerk 

750 

00 

Other  member 

750 

00 

Planning  Board 

Chairman 

350 

00 

Clerk 

250 

00 

Town  Clerk  $1,000.00 
Road  Commissioner  7,800.00 
Tree  Warden  -  aggregate  not  to 
exceed  $600.00  to  be  charged 
to  applicable  Moth,  Shade  Tree 
and  Elm  Beetle  appropriations. 


That  the  Town  raise,  and  appropriate  the  amounts  shown  in  the  following 
budget : 

General  Government    (2.90%  of  total) 


Moderator 

Selectmen 

Town  Accountant 

Town  Treasurer 

Town  Collector 

Assessors 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk 


30.00 
1,500.00 

600.00 
3,500.00 
3,000.00 
3,000.00 

200.00 
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General  Government  (continued) 

irust  runa  Lierx 

jU 

nn 

Town  Clerk 

1,000 

00 

Planning  Board 

600 

00 

Lister 

400 

00 

Town  Officers:  Expenses 

26,000 

00 

Elections 

2,000 

00 

Town  Hall 

10,000 

00 

Selectmen's  Special 

3,000 

00 

Sub-Total:  General  Government 

54,880 

00 

Protection  of  Persons  §  Property    (6.03%  of  total) 

Police  Department  51,620.00 

Fire  Department  19,500.00 

Communications  21,142.00 

Moth  Department  1,430.00 

Truck  Rental  -  Moth  Dept.  400.00 

Shade  Tree  Dept.  3,850.00 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  4,400.00 

Poison  Ivy  Control  200.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,500.00 

Town  Forest  250.00 

Building  Inspector  2,000.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  800.00 

Gas  Inspector  800.00 

Dog  Fund  300.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses  700.00 

Civilian  Defense  2,200.00 

Conservation  3,120.00 
Sub-Total: 

Protection  of  Persons  §  Property  114,212.00 
Health  §  Sanitation 


Health  Department  12,400.00 

Town  Dump  29,000.00 

Sub-Total:  Health  §  Sanitation  41,400.00 

Highways 

General  32,480.00 

Removing  Snow  §  Ice  53,000.00 

Chapter  82,  Maintenance  7,300.00 

Chapter  90,  Maintenance  5,000.00 

Chapter  90,  New  Construction  5,000.00 

Road  Machinery  Fund  5,850.00 

Street  Lighting  6^50o! 00 

Sub-Total:  Highways  115,130.00 

Water  Department    (2.08%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses  39  277.00 
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Planning  Board    (0. 05%  of  total) 


Up-dating  Town  Map  and  Street  numbers 
Miscellaneous  Board  Expenses 
Sub- Total:  Planning  Board 

Education,  School  Dept.  -  Elementary 

General  Expenses 
Expenses  of  Instruction 
Auxiliary  Agencies 
Operation  §  Maintenance  of  plant 
Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets 
Community  Services 
Programs  with  other  districts 
Sub -Total  Elementary  School 

Masconomet  Regional  District  School 

General  Control  apportionment 
Net  Debt  apportionment 
Sub-Total:    Regional  School 

Library    (1.33%  of  total) 

Operations  and  Expenses 

Recreation    (0.89%  of  total) 

Park  Department 

Recreational  Facilities  §  Improvements 
Sub-Total:  Recreation 

Cemeteries    (0.50%  of  total) 

Operations  and  expenses 

Pensions    (1.08%  of  total) 

Essex  County  Retirement  Fund 

Soldiers'  Benefits    (0.91%  of  total) 

Veterans'  Service  Center 

Veterans '  Benefits 

Sub-Total:    Soldiers'  Benefits 

Unclassified    (1.55%  of  total) 

Town  Reports 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Graves 

Insurance 


500.00 
400.00 


900.00 

(27.89%  of  total) 

18,636.00 
399,221.00 
44,600.00 
55,783.00 
4,447.00 
2,707.00 
2,685.00 


528,079.00 

(40.64%  of  total) 

707,372.21 
62,042.79 
769,415.00 


25,155.00 


8,575.00 
8,220.00 
16,795.00 


9,412.00 


20,532.03 


2,308.00 
15,000.00 
17,308.00 


2,000.00 
750.00 
50.00 
16,200.00 
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Unclassified  (continued) 


Long  Range  School  Planning  770.00 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  9,500.00 

Sub-Total:    Unclassified  29,270.00 

Interest  on  Long  Term  Bonds    (1.77%  of  total) 

Water  Bonds  -  5/61  438.75 

Water  Bonds  -  5/49  612.50 

Water  Bonds  -  8/66  5,166.00 

School  Bonds  -  9/54  600.00 

School  Bonds  -  3/62  10,800.00 

School  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8/65  600.00 

Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8/66  1,008.00 

Library  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8/66  1,008.00 

School  Additions  Bonds  -  12/68  11,997.75 

Steward  School  Bond  Expense  755. 15 

Sub-Total:    Long  Term  Interest  33,556.15 


Interest  on  Short  Term  Notes    (0.15%  of  total) 

3,600.00 


Maturing  Bonds  -  Principal  (5.88% 

of  total) 

Water  Bonds  -  5/61 

3,000 

00 

Water  Bonds  -  5/49 

10,000 

00 

Water  Bonds  -  8/66 

15,000 

00 

School  Bonds  -  8/51 

10,000 

00 

School  Bonds  -  9/54 

5,000 

00 

School  Bonds  -  3/62 

25,000 

00 

School  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8/65 

5,000 

00 

Town  Hall  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8/66 

3,000 

00 

Library  Remodeling  Bonds  -  8/66 

3,000 

00 

School  Addition  Bonds  -  12/68 

32,300 

00 

Sub-Total:  Principal 

111,300 

00 

Total  Budget  Recommendations 

1,930,221 

18 

Total  Special  Articles  Estimated 

110,548 

13 

Total  All  Recommendations 

2,040,769 

31 

Estimated  State  §  County  Charges 

59,000 

00 

Grand  Total  Recommendations 

and  Estimates  2,099,769.31 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  the  1969  budget 
in  accordance  with  the  amounts  set  forward  in  this  Article  except  as 
amended  by  special  articles  appearing  later  in  the  Warrant. 
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Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  Library 
Trustees . 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 

(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  appropriate  all 
or  any  part  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  Funds  named  above  to  the  re- 
spective departments. 

Sixth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be 
taken. 

Seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
overlay  Surplus  Reserve  the  sum  of  $10,000.00  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1969. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  the 
County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  public 
highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  'recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen    to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  81,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $14,000.00  to  meet  the  State's  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  work,  reimbursement  from  the  State  to  be  restored  to  Surplus 
Revenue  upon  its  receipt. 
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Eleventh   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  a  sum 
of  money  for  Chapter  90,  maintenance  of  highways,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  no  action  be  taken. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
Chapter  90,  construction  of  highways,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $15,000.00  to  meet  the  State's  and  the 
County's  share  of  the  work,  reimbursement  from  the  State  and  County 
to  be  restored  to  Surplus  Revenue  upon  their  receipt. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616  Acts  of  1967  a  total  sum  of 
Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Forty- one  and  63/100    ($3,741.63)  Dollars, 
set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said  sum  for 
highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  616,  Acts  of  1967, 
a  total  sum  of  $3,741.63,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and 
appropriate  said  sum  for  highway  construction  purposes,  as  already 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1968,  said  grant  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if  any,  as 
may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a  grant 
of  $837.75  from  the  State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1968,  said  grant 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees ,  for  such 
purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to 
reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $600.00  appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  De- 
partment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered 
to  the  School  Department. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and/or  borrow  and/or  transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  from  the  completed  water  extension  project  which  was  the 
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subject  of  Article  Twenty- seventh  of  the  March  7,  1966  Town  Meeting  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Town  Water  Main  from  its 
present  terminus  at  Winsor  Lane  along  Perkins  Row  to  Ipswich  Road,  a 
distance  of  approximately  1,650  feet;  said  water  main  to  be  not  less 
than  six  inches  nor  more  than  16  inches  in  diameter  and  including  all 
appurtenances  incidental  to  said  installation,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $7,316.81  and  to  transfer  and  appropriate 
the  unexpended  balance  of  $2,683.19  from  the  completed  water  extension 
referred  to  in  the  Article.    The  total  amount  of  $10,000.00  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  town  water  main  from  its  present 
terminus  at  Winsor  Lane,  along  Perkins  Row  to  Ipswich  Road  as  stated 
in  the  Article. 


Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  so  voted  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

Eighteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health 
for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the 
Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  seventy  five  ($875.00)  Dollars 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  provide 
payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mental  Health 
Association  of  the  North  Shore  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section 
5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended. 

Nineteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in  the  1967  Police 
sedan,  and  purchase  and  equip  a  motor  vehicle  to  be  used  as  a  Police 
cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police  to  trade  in 
the  1967  Police  sedan  and  purchase  and  equip  a  new  vehicle  to  be  used 
as  a  Police  cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$3,000.00  for  such  purpose. 

Twentieth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a.  sum  of  money  to  purchase  a 
Hydraulic  Catch  Basin  Cleaner  (Orange  Peel  Bucket  type)  and  authorize 
the  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner  to  purchase 
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same,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,500.00  to  purchase  a  hydraulic  catch 
basin  cleaner  and  authorize  the  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the 
Highway  Commissioner  to  purchase  same. 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  XII  of 
the  Toun  by-laws  concerning  unregistered  motor  vehicles,  as  voted 
under  Article  Third  in  the  Warrant  of  the  November  23,  1965  Special 
Town  Meeting,  by  changing  the  number  of  the  said  by-law  from  "Article 
XII"  to  "Article  XTV". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  amend  Article 
XII  of  the  Town  by-laws  concerning  unregistered  motor  vehicles,  as  voted 
under  Article  Third  in  the  Warrant  of  the  November  23,  1965  Special 
Town  Meeting,  by  changing  the  number  of  the  said  By-law  from  "Article 
XII"  to  "Article  XIV". 

Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Towne  Lane  as  a 
public  way  in  accordance  with  the  locations,  boundaries  and  measure- 
ments of  said  ways  laid  out,  altered  or  relocated  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  all  as  shown  on  a  plan  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
accept  a  gratuitous  conveyance  of  said  way  and  name  it  "Towne  Lane". 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  Towne 
Lane  as  a  public  way  and  that  the  street  be  named  "Towne  Lane". 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  and  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by  the  Municipal  Services  Building  Committee 
(so  designated  by  Article  Thirteen  of  the  June  15,  1965  Special  Town 
Meeting)  and  to  authorize  said  committee  to  engage  the  services  of  an 
architect  and  other  professional  services  in  preparing  final  construction 
plans  and  specifications,  and  for  obtaining  firm  construction  bids  for 
a  new  fire  station  to  be  located  on  Town-owned  land  on  High  Street  at 
the  old  Academy  site,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  votedto  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($9,500.00) 
to  be  expended  by  the  Municipal  Services  Building  Committee  (so  designated 
by  Article  Thirteen  of  the  June  15,  1965  Special  Town  Meeting)  to 
engage  for  the  services  of  an  architect  and  other  professional  services 
in  preparing  final  construction  plans  and  specifications  and  for  ob- 
taining firm  construction  bids  for  a  new  Fire  Station  to  be  located  on 
Town-owned  land  on  High  Street  at  the  old  Academy  site. 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Wood  read  the  following  report  of  the  Municipal  Services 
Building  Committee: 

MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING  CCMMITTEE 

Late  in  1962  in  discussions  with  the  Selectmen  and  the  Finance  Committee, 
Fire  Chief  Philip  Godbout  had  pointed  out  that  the  existing  fire  station 
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on  School  Avenue  was  rapidly  becoming  inadequate.    Fire  apparatus  was 
growing  in  size,  new  equipment  had  been  purchased  and  building  space  had 
become  crowded  to  the  point  of  impaired  fire  fighting  efficiency. 

As  new  apparatus  was  purchased,  the  older  trucks  v.  ere  displaced  and 
since  have  been  parked  outside  of  the  firehouse  in  the  summer  and 
stored  at  the  fair  grounds  in  the  winter. 

Therefore  an  article  was  included  in- the  Annual  Town  Warrant  of  1963 
requesting  that  a  committee  be  formed  to  investigate  structural  changes 
in  the  fire  station  and  to  investigate  the  advisability  of  a  24  hour 
emergency  center.    That  committee  was  formed  and  filed  an  interim. ■ 
report  in  1964  and  then  later  in  1965  they  returned  to  a  Town  meeting 
recommending  the  construction  of  quarters  for  Fire,  Police,  Civil 
Defense,  and  an  Emergency  Center. 

The  Town  voted  to  take  no  action  on  this  proposed  municipal  building 
and  instead  recommended  that  the  committee  be  reappointed  to  re-study 
Town  needs  for  a  better  and  more  complete  utilization  of  present  Town 
property. 

To  quickly  summerize,  this  committee  did  recommend  a  renovation  of  the 
Town  Hall  to  prdvide  space  for  a  new  24 -hour  emergency  center,  office 
space  for  the  Police  and  Water  Departments,  for  the  Town  Collector, 
Conservation  Committee,  Cemetery  Department  and  Park  Department  while 
making  many  badly  needed  improvements  to  all  the  existing  offices  on 
the  first  floor.    This  project  was  voted  by  the  Town  and  by  1967  had 
been  completed. 

All  of  this  goes  to  show  that  the  committee  has  been  active  and  that 
part  of  its  responsibility  has  been  carried  out  but  the  most  important 
need,  and  that  is  providing  adequate  facilities  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment yet  remains  to  be  carried  out. 

This  committee,  in  continuing  its  study,  has  re-examined  all  of  the 
projects  major  considerations.    As  an  example,  an  in-depth  investiga- 
tion was  made  considering  the  use  of  a  prefabricated  metal  building. 
Although  the  costs  might -be  minimized,  we  are  convinced  that  our  New 
England  climate  and  the  overall  fire  department  space  needs  would  not 
be  met  with  this  type  of  building. 

In  its  early  report  to  the  Town,  the  Committee  indicated  that  it  did 
not  consider  it  prudent  to  add  on  to  the  existing  fire  station.  .  The 
Committee  continues  to  feel  that  while  a  simple  Building  added  to  the 
side  of  the  fire  station  would  provide  garaging  space  for  an  additional 
two  trucks ,  and  while  examining  the  increased  square  footage ,  it 
would  appear  that  sufficient  space  would  now  be  available.  However 
consider  the  following: 

It  does  not  improve  the  crowded  conditions  in  the  present 
apparatus  room. 

It  does  not  increase  the  size  of  the  present  meeting  room  and 
kitchen. 

It  does  not  provide  increased  working  space  and  maintenance  room 
and    in  addition: 
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It  does  not  provide  improved  parking  facilities  and  will  not 
alleviate  the  traffic  hazard  at  School  and  Main  Street  which  occurs 
each  time  our  fire  fighters  respond  to  an  alarm. 

With  so  many  needs  not  satisfied,  the  Committee  strongly  feels  that 
only  a  new  station  in  an  improved  location  will  remedy  the  disadvantages 
that  have  been  listed. 

If  we  act  favorably  on  the  recommendation  to  build  a  new  fire  station, 
it  is  important  to  note  that  we  would,  in  effect,  be  providing  the 
Highway  Department  with  new  building  space  for  garaging  highway  equip- 
ment which  for  the  moment  are  housed  in  the  open  or  in  the  Highway  Shed. 

Our  architect  estimates  the  replacement  value  of  the  fire  station 
building  to  be  approximately  $43,000.00 

The  construction  of  a  new  fire  station  would  make  the  present  fire 
station  facilities  available  for  the  immediate  occupancy  by  the  High- 
way Department  and  would  satisfy  their  needs  for  the  next  20  to  25 
years . 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  difficult  decisions  was  to  establish  a 
satisfactory  proposed  site.    Members  of  the  committee  walked  each  of 
the  downtown  streets  looking  at  every  conceivable  property  which  might 
provide  a  suitable  location  for  the  new  fire  station.    Each  considera- 
tion was  discarded  for  one  or  more  deficiencies.    One  particular 
property  which  seemed  to  fill  many  of  the  requirements  would  have  to 
be  secured  by  eminent  domain  proceedings.    Instead  the  committee  has 
selected  the  old  academy  site  on  High  Street  because  the  Town  already 
owns  this  property;  it  is  a  center  location,  and  we  are  assured  that 
traffic  control  lights  could  be  installed,  controlling  traffic  from 
both  directions  on  High  Street.    Site  borings  will  confirm  whether  the 
underlying  ground  is  satisfactory  as  a  fire  station  site. 

We  recognize  that  the  abbutters  to  any  town  building  would  perhaps  pre- 
fer some  other  location  but  the  committee  sensing  this,  would  see  that 
the  architect  would  give  the  face  of  the  building  a  colonial  flavor 
using  a  brick  front  with  blinds  with  a  hip  roof.    The  building  could  be 
nestled  into  the  hill  and  set  back  from  the  highway  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  would  not  detract  from  the  surrounding  properties. 

This  now  brings  us  to  the  plan  of  the  suggested  building.    We  have 
located  throughout  the  auditorium  simple  plans  and  an  architect's 
conception  of  what  the  completed  building  would  look  like. 

This  plan  includes  an  apparatus  room  providing  space  for  five  and 
possibly  six  pieces  of  apparatus,  a  watch  room  to  house  telephone  and 
radio  equipment,  a  Chief's  office  so  that  it  will  no  longer  be  necessary 
for  the  fire  department  records  to  be  maintained  in  the  fire  chief's 
home,  an  alarm  room  so  that  a  long  deferred  fire  alarm  system  may  be 
installed,  a  boiler  room  and  maintenance  area  would  also  provide  space 
for  the  fire  whistle  air  compressor  and  the  emergency  generator,  toilets 
and  a  hose  drying  tower  would  complete  the  area  of  the  first  floor. 
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The  second  floor,  a  much  reduced  area,  would  provide  space  for  four 
items;  a  meeting  room,  a  kitchen,  storage  area,  and  toilet  facilities. 

In  conclusion  we  request  that  the  Town  authorize  the  planning  funds  in 
Article  23  so  that  the  committee  may  prepare  finished  plans  and 
specifications  and  secure  firm  bids  for  the  construction  of  the  pro- 
posed fire  station.    Our  best  estimate-  of  costs,  short  of  actual 
construction  bids,  to  construct  this  building  is  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $98,000.00. 

The  committee  certainly  is  in  agreement  that  the  needs  exists  and 
further  delay  will  allow  building  costs  to  continue  their  upward  spiral. 

We  ask  for  your  support  of  this  most  important  article. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Municipal  Services  Building  Committee 

Alvah  H.  Balentine,  Chairman 
Robert  A.  Wood,  Clerk 
Philip  L.  Godbout 
Roger  G.  Peabody 
Leslie  S.  Ray 


Following  considerable  discussion  the  Moderator  called  for  a  voice  vote 
and  declared  that  the  motion  carried.    The  Moderator's  decision  was 
questioned  by  numerous  voters,  whereupon  the  Finance  Committee 
recommendation  was  put  to  a  standing  vote  -  the  results  of  which  were: 
Yes  -  75;    No  -  70.    The  Moderator  declared  the  motion  carried. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  amend  and  adopt, 
or  reject  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XV     BOARD  OF  PARK  AND  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 
Section  1.    The  functions  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as  defined 
in  General  Laws,  Chapter  45,  Sections  2  through  11  as  amended;  and 
the  functions  of  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  as  defined  in 
General  Laws,  Chapter  114,  Sections  22  through  26  as  amended  are  hereby 
combined  and  said  functions  are  to  be  administered  by  a  five  member 
Board  to  be  known  as  the  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commissioners  to 
have  all  of  the  functions  and  powers,  and  be  subject  to  all  other  laws 
applicable  to  the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  created  under  General 
Laws,  Chapter  114,  Section  22  and  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
formed  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  45,  Section  2,  except  to  the  extent 
that  said  Laws  are  modified  herein  or  by  subsequent  amendments  to  this 
by-law,  and  when  the  law  applicalbe  to  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
and  the  said  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  are  not  supplementary  but 
in  conflict,  the  law  applicalbe  to  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
shall  apply  to  the  extent  that  the  law  applicalbe  to  the  Board  of 
Cemetery  Commissioners  can  be  legally  modified. 
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Section  2.    The  said  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery  Commissioners  shall  be- 
come effective  immediately  after  the  Annual  Town  Election  of  Officers 
in  1970  at  which  election  the  said  Board  shall  be  elected  and  hold 
office  for  terms  of  one,  two  three,  four,  and  five  years , respectively , 
from  the  date  of  election  and  thereafter,  the  Town  shall  annually  elect 
one  such  commissioner  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

Section  3.    The  functions,  organization,  and  authority  of  the  said 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and  the  said  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners 
shall  terminate  as  of  the  election  of  the  said  Board  of  Park  and  Cemetery 

Commissioners. 

Section  4.  In  the  event  that  any  part  of  this  by-law  is  illegal,  then 
such  remaining  part  or  parts  of  said  by-law  shall  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  that  no  action  be 
taken. 

Twenty- fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  to  trade  in  the  chassis  of  the  1964    3/4  ton  truck 
and  to  purchase  and  install  a  new  chassis  for  said  truck  for  the  use  of 
the  Water  Department  and  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  trade  in  its  1964    3/4  ton  truck  chassis 
and  to  purchase  a  3/4  ton  heavy    duty  truck  chassis  for  the  use  of  the 
Water  Department  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($2,500.00)  for  such  purpose. 

Twenty- sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Section  16A  of 
Chapter  54  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  which  reads:    "In  any  city 
or  town  which  accepts  this  section,  if  the  warden,  clerk  or  inspector, 
or  the  deputy  of  any  such  officer,  if  any,  is  not  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  polls,  the  city  or  town  clerk  may  appoint  a  person  to  fill 
such  vacancy  who  shall  be  an  enrolled  voter  of  the  same  political 
party  as  the  absent  officer,  if  any  competent  person  is  present  and 
willing  to  serve." 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  section 
16A  of  Chapter  54  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended,  as  stated  in  this 
Article. 

Twenty- seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  its  action 
under  Article  Twenty- two  and  Article  Twenty- three  of  the  March  4,  1968 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  rescind  its 
action  under  Article  22  and  Article  23  of  the  March  4,  1968  Annual 
Town  Meeting. 

Twenty- eighth     To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  conveyance  of 
Lot  4  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD,"  Owned 
by  Normandy  Realty  Trust,  Scale  1"  =  60'    July  8,  1968,  Hayes  Engineer- 
ing, Inc. ,  Melrose.    Being  a  portion  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm"    (a  copy  of  said 
plan  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk)  as  a  gift  of  Lester  C. 
Peabody  and  Phyllis  P.  Peabody,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  accept  a  convey- 
ance of  Lots  4  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "PLAN  OF  LAND  IN  TOPSFIELD" 
Owned  by  Normandy  Realty  Trust,  Scale  1"  =  60'    July  8,  1968  Hayes 
Engineering,  Inc.,  Melrose.    Being  a  part  of  "Bare  Hill  Farm"    (a  copy 
of  said  plan  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk)  as  a  gift  of 
Lester  C.  Peabody  and  Phyllis  P.  Peabody. 

Twenty- ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for  the 
appraisal  and  awarding  of  damages  if  any  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
County  of  Essex  resulting  from  the  taking  or  the  laying  out,  altering 
and  relocating*  of  Ipswich  Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  assess 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for  the  appraisal  and  awarding  of 
damages  if  any  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Essex  resulting 
from  the  taking  for  the  laying  out,  altering  and  relocating  of 
Ipswich  Road. 

Thirtieth     To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  Masconomet  Regional  School  District  for  payment  of  architects  fees 
and/or  expenses  connected  with  the  planning  of  an  addition  to  the 
Masconomet  Regional  School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $19,673.13  to  the  Masconomet  Regional 
School  District  for  payment  of  architect's  fees  and/or  expenses 
connected  with  the  planning  of  an  addition  to  the  Masconomet  Regional 
School  provided  that  the  Towns  of  Boxford  and  Middleton  also  take 
favorable  action  intheir  respective  warrants  by  May  1,  1969  for  full 
payment  of  their  respective  shares  of  such  fees  and/or  expenses  in 
accordance  with  the  current  agreement  of  the  Towns  of  Topsfield,  Boxford 
and  Middleton. 

Thirty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Tree  Warden,  to  purchase  a  mechanical 
brush  chipper  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  no  action  be  taken.    Wallace  K. 
Kneeland  moved  to  amend  the  Finance  Committee  recommendation  as  follows: 
"Move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the 
advice  of  the  Tree  Warden  to  purchase  a  mechanical  brush  chipper  and  to 
raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,500.00  for  such  purpose." 

The  Moderator  called  for  a  vote  of  the  meeting  to  amend  the  Finance 
Committee's  recommendation  which  carried.    The  amended  motion  of  the 
Finance  Committee  was  then  put  to  vote  and  the  Town  voted  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the  advice  of  the  Tree  Warden  to  purchase 
a  mechanical  brush  chipper  and  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $4,500.00  for  such  purpose. 

Thirty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  special  unpaid 
committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Committee 
consisting  of  three  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws  Chapter  40,  Sections 
44A  through  44K,  as  amended. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  create  a  special 
unpaid  committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Committee  and 
that  it  consist  of  three  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Town  Moderator 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  40, 
Sections  44A  through  44K  as  amended. 

Thirty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  place  upon  the  next 
official  ballot  legally  possible  the  following:    "Shall  the  local  mass 
transportation  service  in  this  Town  be  discontinued?"  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  563  of  the  Acts  of  1964. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  place  upon  the 
next  official  ballot  an  article  to  see  if  the  local  mass  transporta- 
tion service  in  this  Town  be  discontinued  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  563  of  the  Acts  of  1964. 

Thirty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  unappropriated  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer  the  sum 
of  $20,000.00  from  Surplus  Revenue  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Moderator  then  stated  the  meeting  was  adjourned  and  would  reconvene 
at  the  Parish  House,  Tuesday  morning,  March  4,  1969  at  7:00  A.M.  under 
the  direction  of  the  Town  Clerk  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Town 
Officials  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  seven  o'clock  A.M.  Tuesday,  March  4,  1969,  the  polls  were  declared 
open  until  7  P.M.  when  they  were  declared  closed. 
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The  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers  were  sworn  as  follows : 


Judith  Burnham 
Constance  Davis 
Virginia  Vitale 
Clarence  Kneeland 
Helena  Taft 


Eleanor  Ansteensen 
Jean  Kitching 
Helen  Thompson 
Pauline  Hyde 
Marion  Khnball 


Margaret  Sullivan 
Muriel  Houser 
Rylance  Allen  Lord 
Leta  Anderson 
Shirley  Klock 


The  number  of  votes  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box  was  687.  This 
agreed  with  the  numbers  checked  by  the  Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 
The  Moderator,  Town  Clerk  and  Tellers  then  canvassed  the  Ballot  Box 
and  the  whole  niinber  was  687.    The  ballots  were  then  sorted,  counted 
and  declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting  as  follows: 


Moderator 

John  Kimball,  Jr.  630* 
Selectman  (3  yr.) 

Bronwing  E.  Marean  611* 
Town  Treasurer  (3  yrs.) 

Alice  F.  Castle  631* 
Assessor  (3  yrs.) 

John  B.  Gamans  617* 
School  Committee  (3  yrs.) 

Willard  B.  Spring  523* 

Barbara  S.  Hartford  370* 

Ralph  E.  Walker  290 
Town  Collector  (3  yrs.) 

Leslie  B.  Fales  636* 
Road  Commissioner  (1  yr.) 

William  T.  Gamble  603* 
Tree  Warden  (1  yr.) 

Wallace  H.  Kneeland  638* 
Constable  (1  yr.)  609* 


Those  marked  with  *  elected. 


Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (2  yrs.- 
to  fill  vacancy) 

Stanley  E.  Cohen  605* 
Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  (3  yrs.) 

Mario  D.  Banus  588* 

Richard  H.  Stowe  528* 
Park  Commissioner  (3  yrs.) 

George  W.  Day  619* 
Commissioner  of  Cemetery  (3  yrs.) 

Joseph  P.  Friend  601* 
Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  (3  yrs.) 

C.  Lawrence  Bond  612* 
Water  Commissioner  (3  yrs.) 

Stephen  J.  Chamberlin,  Jr.  600* 
Regional  District  School  Committee  (3  yrs.) 


Paul  E.  Johnson 
Homer  E.  Harris 
Planning  Board  (5  yrs.) 
Alvah  H.  Balentine 
Primo  A.  Lombardi 
Richard  D.  McAdoo 


394* 
288 

419* 
153 
102 


A  true  copy 


Attest 


FRANCIS, N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
October  6,  1969 


The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the 
action  of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:00  P.M. 
who  declared  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Con- 
stable stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as 
required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance 
Committee  constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

The  Moderator  advised  the  meeting  of  a  typographical  error 
appearing  in  Article  6  as  printed  in  the  Warrant  for  the 
special  town  meeting,  namely  that  the  date  appearing  at  the 
end  of  this  article  should  read  September  26,  1969  and  not 
September  29,  1969  as  printed. 

FIRST    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting  and  act  thereon. 

There  were  no  reports  from  the  floor. 

SECOND    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a  fire  station; 
to  be  located  on  town  owned  land  off  High  Street  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Old  Academy  Site,  and  to  determine  whether  this  appro- 
priation should  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  Yes  -  271, 
No  -  102,  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thirty  thousand 
dollars  ($130,000)  to  construct,  originally  equip  and  furnish 
a  new  fire  station  to  be  located  on  town  owned  land  off  High 
Street  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Old  Academy  site;  that  to  meet 
this  appropriation,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($15,000) 
be  transferred  from  Surplus  Revenue  and  the  Treasurer  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($115,000)  under  the 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  7  as  amended. 

THIRD   To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available 
funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  a  hydraulic 
wing  snow  plow  to  be  mounted  upon  one  of  the  town  owned  trucks 
and  authorize  the  selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Com- 
missioner, to  purchase  same,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 
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The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $3,300  to  purchase  a  hydraulic 
\\dng  snow  plow  to  be  mounted  on  one  of  the  town  owned  trucks  and 
authorized  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  of  the  Road  Commissioner 
to  purchase  same. 

FOURTH    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  sell  and  convey  all  its  right  title  and  interest  in  the  follow- 
ing described  parcel  of  land  to  Bertha  Wahl,  39  Grove  Street, 
Topsfield,  Massachusetts  for  not  less  than  One  and  00/00  ($1.00) 
dollars.    Said  parcel  of  land  is  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Town 
Property  157.55  ft.  southerly  of  Washington  St.  the  line 
bears : 

S.6°35'E.  by  an  old  railroad  cut  127.57  ft.  to  a  point  on 
the  property  line  of  #37  and  #39  Grove  Street  extended; 
thence  S.81032'W.  along  said  line  to  a  corner  by  land  of 
Bertha  L.  Wahl  a  distance  of  29.9  ft.; 

thence  N.24°32'W.  by  said  Wahl  land  132.31  ft.  to  a  corner; 
thence  N.£l  15'E.  by  said  Wahl  land  70.70  ft.  to  the  point 
of  beginning; 

encompassing  an  area  of  approximately  6,400  sq.  ft.,  more 
or  less: 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  in  excess  of 
two-thirds  majority  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  sell  and  convey 
all  its  right  title  and  interest  in  the  following  described  parcel 
of  land  to  Bertha  Wahl,  39  Grove  Street,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts 
for  not  less  than  One  and  00/00  ($1.00)  dollars.    Said  parcel  of 
land  is  bounded  and  described  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Town 
Property  157.55  ft.  southerly  of  Washington  St.  the  line 
bears : 

S.6°35'E.  by  an  old  railroad  cut  127.57  ft.  to  a  point  on 
the  property  line  of  #37  and  #39  Grove  Street  extended; 
thence  S.81°32'W.  along  said  line  to  a  corner  by  land  of 
Bertha  L.  Wahl  a  distance  of  29.9  ft.; 

thence  N.24°32'W.  by  said  Wahl  land  132.31  ft.  to  a  corner; 
thence  N.81°15'E.  by  said  Wahl  land  70.70  ft.  to  the  point 
of  beginning; 

encompassing  an  area  of  approximately  6,400  sq.  ft.,  more  or 
less : 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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FIFTH    To  see  if  the  Town  will  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  elections. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  Surplus  Revenue  the  Sum  of  $600.  for  elections. 

SIXTH    To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  or  disapprove  the  indebted^ 
ness  for  constructing  and  equipping  an  addition  or  additions  to 
the  district  school,  and  the  indebtedness  for  remodeling  and  mak- 
ing extraordinary  repairs  to  the  existing  district  school  author- 
ized by  the  Regional  School  Committee  of  the  Masconomet  Regional 
School  District  on  September  26,  1969. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  approve 
the  $1,950,000  debt  authorized  by  the  Regional  District  School 
Committee  of  the  Masconomet  Regional  District  School  on  September 
26,  1969  for  constructing  and  equipping  an  addition  or  additions 
to  the  district  school. 

SEVENTH    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available 
funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90,  Construction 
of  Highways,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $1,500.  to  meet  the  State's  and 
the  County's  share  of  the  work,  reimbursements  from  the  State  and 
County  to  be  restored  to  Surplus  Revenue  upon  their  receipt. 

EIGHTH    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available 
funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $3,200.  from  Surplus  Revenue  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

NINTH  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  payment  of  interest  on  short  term 
notes,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  and  the  Town  voted  to  transfer 
from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  $2,422.19  for  payment  of  interest 
on  short  term  notes . 

The  Chair  then  entertained  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  meeting  at 
10:10  P.M.    This  was  seconded  and  so  voted. 

A  True  Copy 


Attest 


FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOM  MEETING 
October  10,  1969 


The  two  articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action  of 
the  Town  thereon. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Moderator  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Town  Clerk  at  8:00  P.M.,  who  declared  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  asked  for  nominations  from  the  floor  for  a  Moderator 
pro  tern.    Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  placed  in  nomination  the  name  of 
Michael  E.  Tyler,  which  nomination  was  seconded  by  Browning  E. 
Marean,  Jr.    There  were  no  other  nominations.    The  meeting  elected 
Michael  E.  Tyler  unanimously  as  Moderator  pro  tern. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Constable 
stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as  required  by 
law. 

The  Moderator  reaffirmed  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

FIRST    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 
There  were  no  reports  from  the  floor. 

SECOND  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  acquir- 
ing the  following  described  parcel  of  land  as  a  school  site: 

the  land  and  buildings  known  as  the  Maryknoll  Sisters '  property 
on  Boston  Street,  also  known  as  Newburyport  Turnpike,  otherwise 
called  Route  1,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  and  comprising 
approximately  35  acres  of  land, 

to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise;  to  petition  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary 
or  desirable  to  authorize  the  carrying  out  of  the  project;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  "no  action  be  taken"  which  the 
Moderator  put  to  a  vote  and  the  recommendation  did  not  carry. 

Thereupon  Selectman  Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  read  a  resolution,  the 
substance  of  which  would  support  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  their 
continuing  efforts  to  find  a  practical  means  for  the  Town  to  acquire 
the  property  described  in  the  article. 
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There  followed  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  subject  matter  of  the 
article.    A  voter  then  moved  to  put  the  Steward  resolution  to  a 
vote.    At  that  point  several  voters  challenged  the  Moderator  that 
there  was  no  proof  of  a  quorum  present.    There  having  been  no 
check- in  of  voters,  the  meeting  was  dissolved  and  reconvened 
following  a  check-in  of  voters  at  10:45  P.M. 

The  Town  Clerk,  in  the  absence  of  the  Moderator,  called  the 
meeting  to  order  and  declared  a  quorum  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  asked  for  nominations  from  the  floor  for  a  Modera- 
tor pro  tern.    Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.  nominated  and  Browning  E. 
Marean,  Jr.  seconded  the  name  of  Michael  E.  Tyler.    There  being 
no  other  nominations,  Michael  E.  Tyler  was  elected  Moderator  pro 
tern. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant. 

The  Moderator  declared  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance  Committee 
constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

FIRST    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting 
and  act  thereon. 

There  were  no  reports  from  the  floor. 

SECOND  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  acquir- 
ing the  following  described  parcel  of  land  as  a  school  site: 

the  land  and  buildings  known  as  the  Maryknoll  Sisters '  property 
on  Boston  Street,  also  known  as  Newburyport  Turnpike,  other- 
wise called  Route  1,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  and  com- 
prising approximately  35  acres  of  land, 

to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise;  to  petition  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary 
or  desirable  to  authorize  the  carrying  out  of  the  project;  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  no  action  be  taken. 

Following  this  recommendation  there  was  a  brief  discussion. 

Joseph  M.  Harris  moved  and  it  was  seconded,  that  Article  II  be  voted 
on  as  stated. 

The  Moderator  put  the  article  to  vote  and  it  did  not  carry. 
Meeting  adjourned  at  11:10  P.M. 
A  True  Copy 

Attest  FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 

Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOM  MEETING 
November  3,  1969 


The  several  articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the 
action  of  the  Town  thereon. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8:25  P.M. 
following  a  check-in  of  voters.    The  Moderator  declared  a 
quorum  was  present. 

The  Town  Clerk  read  the  Warrant  and  the  Return  of  the  Con- 
stable stating  that  said  meeting  had  been  duly  advertised  as 
required  by  law. 

The  Moderator  declared  that  a  recommendation  from  the  Finance 
Committee  constituted  a  motion  made  and  seconded. 

FIRST    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting  and  act  "thereon. 

Karl  Kristenson  gave  a  detailed  summary  of  the  activity  of  the 
Citizens  Committee  sponsoring  the  acquisition  by  the  town  of 
the  Maryknoll  Sisters  property  on  Boston  Street. 

SECOND    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  selectmen 
to  acquire  an  option  to  purchase  approximately  20  acres  of  land 
with  the  buildings  thereon  located  at  the  Maryknoll  Site  on 
Boston  Street,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  and  appropriate  $1.00 
from  available  funds  for  such  purpose;  said  "option  to  purchase" 
to  be  exercisable  within  one  yea^  from  the  date  of  execution  for 
the  purchase  price  of  one  million  one  hundred  seventy- five 
thousand  dollars  ($1,175,000)  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  town  vote  to  author- 
ize the  selectmen  to  acquire  for  municipal  purposes  an  option 
to  purchase  the  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  located  at  the 
Maryknoll  Site  on  Boston  Street,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts,  speci 
fically  described  as  follows : 

Parcel  1  shown  as  "8.70  +  acres  R.  W.  Skeffington"  and 
parcel  2  shown  as  "10.40"  t    acres  Sisters  of  St.  Dominic" 
on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  land  in  Topsfield  owned  by 
Sisters  of  St.  Dominic  and  R.  W.  Skeffington"  and  recorded 
in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds,  plan  book  95 
plan  33;  said  parcels  are  contiguous  and  bounded  as  follows 
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NORTHWESTERLY     by  Boston  Street  408.30  ft.  as  shown  on  said 
plan; 

NORTHEASTERLY     by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 
356.36  ft.  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

NORTHERLY  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 

399.27  ft.  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

NORTHEASTERLY     by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 
1,000  ft.  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

SOUTHEASTERLY     by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 
and  Sisters  of  St.  Dominic  815.02  ft.  more  or 
less  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

SOUTHWESTERLY     by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Oliver  Thayer 
1328  ft.  more  or  less. 


Said  parcel  1  and  parcel  2  contain  19.1  acres  more  or  less  as 
shown  on  said  plan. 

and  that  the  sum  of  One  and  00/100  ($1.00)  Dollar  be  transferred 
from  Surplus  Revenue  for  such  purpose;  said  "option  to  purchase"  to 
be  exercisable  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  execution  of  said 
option  for  the  purchase  price  of  one  million  one  hundred  seventy- 
five  thousand  and  00/100  ($1,175,000)  Dollars. 

Paul  Best,  of  the  Finance  Committee,  made  a  minority  report  oppos- 
ing the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation. 

Mr.  Crocker  from  the  floor  moved,  and  it  was  seconded,  to  allow 
Dr.  Miller  of  the  Youth  Service  Board  to  speak  and  answer  questions 
dealing  with  their  proposed  use  of  the  Maryknoll  property. 

The  meeting  voted  unanimously  to  allow  Dr.  Miller  to  address  the 
meeting  and  answer  questions. 

Following  an  hour's  deliberation  with  Dr.  Miller,  he  and  his  assist- 
ant, Mr.  Maloney,  left  the  hall. 

Following  a  half-hour's  further  expression  of  opinions  of  the  voters 
present,  the  Moderator  put  the  Finance  Committee's  recommendation 
to  a  vote,  declaring  that  to  carry,  a  two-third  vote  was  required. 

Tally  of  a  standing  vote        Yes    432        No  150 
Necessary  to  carry  388 

The  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  carried. 
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THIRD    To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  selectmen  to  enter 
into  a  lease  for  approximately  20  acres  of  land  with  the  build- 
ings thereon  at  the  Maryknoll  Site  on  Boston  Street,  Topsfield, 
Massachusetts  for  a  period  of  one  year  for  a  recreation  center 
or  playground  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  chapter  45,  section  14  as  amended;  and  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  residents  to  be  called  the  Maryknoll  Recreation  Com- 
mission in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  law;  and 
appropriate  $1.00  from  available  funds  for  such  purposes,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended    that  the  town  vote  to  author- 
ize the  selectmen  to  enter  into  a  lease  for  approximately  20 
acres  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  located  at  the  Mary- 
knoll Site  on  Boston  Street,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  specifi- 
cally described  as  follows: 

Parcel  1  shown  as  "8.70  t  acres  R.  W.  Skeffington"  and 
parcel  2  shown  as  "10.40  t  acres  Sisters  of  St.  Dominic"  on  a 
plan  entitled  "plan  of  land  in  Topsfield  owned  by  Sisters  of  St. 
Dominic  and  R.  W.  Skeffington"  and  recorded  in  the  Essex  South 
District  Registry  of  Deeds,  plan  book  95,  plan  33;  said  parcels 
are  contiguous  and  bounded  as  follows : 

NORTHWESTERLY    by  Boston  Street  408.30  ft.  as  shown  on  said 
plan; 

NORTHEASTERLY    by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 
356.36  ft.  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

NORTHERLY  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 

399.27  ft.  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

NORTHEASTERLY    by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 
1,000  ft.  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

SOUTHEASTERLY    by  land  now  or  formerly  of  R.  W.  Skeffington 
and  Sisters  of  St.  Dominic  815.02  ft.  more 
or  less  as  shown  on  said  plan; 

SOUTHWESTERLY    by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Oliver  Thayer 
1328  ft.  more  or  less. 


Said  parcel  1  and  parcel  2  contains  19.1  acres  more  or  less 
as  shown  on  said  plan. 

said  lease  to  be  for  a  period  of  one  year  for  a  recreation  center 
or  playground  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  45,  Section  14  as  amended;  and  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
residents  to  be  called  the  Maryknoll  Recreation  Commission  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  law;  and  to  transfer  from 
Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  One  and  00/100  ($1.00)  Dollar'  for 
such  purpose. 
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Following  debate  on  the  article,  the  Moderator  declared  this 
article  to  carry,  required  a  two-third  vote.    Lillian  Seeley 
moved  and  it  was  seconded  to  have  a  secret  ballot  on  this  art- 
icle.   The  vote  for  a  secret  ballot  did  not  carry. 

Tally  of  standing  vote  on  Finance  Committee's  recommendation: 

Yes       370  No  117 

Necessary  to  carry  324 

The  Finance  Committee's  recommendation  carried. 

FOURTH    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  from  available  funds  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and 
equipping  the  premises  to  be  leased  under  article  THIRD,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer 
from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  twenty- three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  00/100  ($23,100.00)  Dollars  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining the  premises  to  be  leased  under  article  THIRD  and  to 
transfer  from  Surplus  Revenue  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  00/100  ($1,600.00)  Dollars  for  the  purpose  of  equip- 
ping for  recreational  purposes  the  premises  to  be  leased  under 
article  THIRD. 

Mrs.  Farrell  made  a  motion  which  was  seconded  to  consider  the 
article  in  two  questions.    The  Moderator  put  Mrs.  Farrell 's 
motion  to  a  vote  and  it  did  not  carry. 

Mr.  Raines  moved  and  it  was  seconded  to  amend  the  Finance 
Committee's  recommendation  to  also  vote  $10,000.00  from  Sur- 
plus Revenue  to  staff  the  recreational  center  referred  to  in 
the  article.    The  Moderator  put  Mr.  Raines'  amendment  to  a 
vote  and  it  did  not  carry. 

The  Moderator  then  called  for  a  vote  on  the  Finance  Committee's 
original  recommendation  which  carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  10:45  P.M. 

A  True  Copy 


Attest 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER 
Town  Clerk 
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JURY  LIST  1970 


Charles  0.  Leach 

Retired 

1968 

Leslie  L.  Devanna,  Sr. 

Retired 

1968 

Mary  W.  Sanger 

Homemaker 

1968 

Wilfred  S.  Desmarais 

Machinist 

1968 

Eileen  S.  Desmarais 

Homemaker 

1968 

Martha  W.  Barber 

Homemaker 

1968 

Alan  S.  Wi swell 

Engineer 

1968 

Robert  H.  Sanders 

Draftsman 

1968 

Robert  A.  Richman 

Engineer 

1968 

Willard  A.  Flagg,  Jr. 

Elec.  Eng. 

1968 

William  G.  Stieritz 

Engineer 

1968 

Sigmund  H.  Eskind 

Purch.  Agent 

1968 

Louise  R.  Murray 

Homemaker 

1968 

Mary  B.  Anderson 

Homemaker 

1969 

T.  Arthur  Anderson 

Iron  Worker 

1969 

Barbara  Bond 

Homemaker 

1969 

Elizabeth  P.  Butcher 

Homemaker 

1969 

A.  Belman  Carter 

Retired 

1969 

Blanche  A.  Williams 

Homemaker 

1969 

Judith  S.  Miller 

Homemaker 

1969 

Virginia  B.  Wyman 

Homemaker 

1969 

Suzanne  K.  Wilkinson 

Homemaker 

1969 

Dorothy  M.  Bruce 

Homemaker 

1969 

Mark  F.  Quigley 

Sales  Manager 

1969 

Nancy  E.  Begin 

Homemaker 

1970 

Helen  M.  Brown 

Homemaker 

1970 

Earle  D.  Coffin 

Retired 

1970 

Phyllis  R.  Coe 

Homemaker 

1970 

Ruth  W.  Cleversey 

Homemaker 

1970 

George  S.  Day 

Machinist 

1970 

Roger  J.  Edwards 

Retired 

1970 

Anthonv  Gangi 

Merchant 

1970 

Robert  E.  Hartford 

Invest.  Analyst 

1970 

Mary  M.  Howie tt 

Homemaker 

1970 

Beatrice  H.  Keddy 

Homemaker 

1970 

Primo  A.  Lombardi 

Investigator 

1970 

Rosalie  A.  Mann 

Homemaker 

1970 

Ann  Marshall 

Homemaker 

1970 

Florence  A.  Morrison 

Homemaker 

1970 

John  W.  Peirce 

Architect 

1970 

Arthur  P.  Prentiss 

Retired 

1970 

Mary  E.  Reid 

Homemaker 

1970 

Osgood  S.  Richards 

Retired 

1970 

Hay den  R.  Shepley 

Architect 

1970 

Phyllis  M.  Shields 

Homemaker 

1970 

Laura  E.  Stover 

Secretary 

1970 

Arthur  R.  Worthen,  Jr. 

Real  Estate 

1970 

Gertrude  C.  Leavitt 

Homemaker 

1970 

Eileen  V.  Vanderveen 

Homemaker 

1970 

Frances  W.  Nulk 

Homemaker 

1970 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


1969 


Following  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  Election  of  1969,  the  Selectmen 
met  and  organized:    Gilbert  L.  Steward,  Jr.,  Chairman,  John  Sanger, 
Clerk,  and  Browning  Marean,  Third  Member. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  also  serve  as  the  Board  of  Health. 

TheBoxford  Topsfield  Wenham  Health  District,  with  Mr.  John  Romanski 
as  the  full-time  Health  Agent,  has  worked  out  both  in  practicality 
and  cost  savings  to  the  town. 

Rubbish  collection  was  started  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  and  has 
been  successful.    Due  to  the  limited  space  in  our  land  fill  area,  we 
are  going  to  have  to  look  elsewhere  for  dumping  area.  Unfortunately, 
the  powers  of  the  Health  District  are  limited.    The  Committee  set  up 
at  the  1969  annual  meeting  to  study  the  feasibility  of  a  regional 
refuse  disposal  district  has  met.    There  is  an  article  in  the  1970 
annual  meeting  for  $1,000.00  planning  money  to  study  the  situation 
further- -primarily  from  a  legal  standpoint  and  to  acquire  an  option 
on  land  for  the  site. 

There  is  a  vote  on  the  ballot  about  the  town's  participation  in  the 
MBTA  district.    As  has  been  previously  stated,  the  town  derives  no 
benefits,  either  direct  or  indirect  from  our  assessment. 

At  the  request  of  the  S  lectmen,  the  Police  Department  will  be  adding 
two  permanent  men  to  the  force  for  1970.    There  have  been  too  many 
housebreaks  in  Topsfield  and  surrounding  towns  and  we  think  it 
necessary  to  have  permanent  men  on  duty  over  the  weekends  and  both 
cruisers  working  twenty-four  hours  a  day  over  the  weekends. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BTW  HEALTH  DISTRICT 


Established  under  the  provisions  of  Section  27A,  Chapter  111  of  the 
General  La\cs,  the  towns  of  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Wenham  members  of 
said  district,  completed  its  second  year  of  operation.    An  exception- 
ally good  working  relationship  exists  between  municipal  boards  and 
departments  which  ultimately  influences  the  residents'  environment. 

The  district  adopted  its  first  health  regulation  which  provides  for 
the  control  of  private  well  water  supplies.    It  provides,  in  part, 
that  no  building  permit  be  issued,  where  municipal  or  other  approved 
water  supplies  are  not  available,  until  a  well  is  installed,  pump 
tested,  analyzed  bacterially  and  chemically  in  order  to  insure  a 
safe  and  adequate  water  supply  for  the  proposed  dwelling. 

Due  to  varying  factors,  solid  waste  disposal  remains  as  the  major 
health  concern  for  each  of  the  towns .    The  health  district  was  in- 
strumental in  having  a  refuse  disposal  planning  committee  appointed 
in  each  town.    Comprehensive  studies  have  been  made  by  each  com- 
mittee and  it  has  been  mutually  agreed  that  establishment  of  a  re- 
gional refuse  disposal  district,  to  include  the  towns  of  Boxford, 
Topsfield  and  Wenham,  could  provide  a  sane,  sensible  and  economic- 
ally feasible  long-range  solution  to  this  problem.    With  these  ob- 
jectives in  mind,  the  committees  have  formed  a  regional  refuse  plan- 
ning board  which  eventually  will  report  and  make  recommendations  for 
the  acceptance  of  a  proposed  agreement  by  the  townships. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI ,  R.  S. 
Director  of  Public  Health 


To:    Topsfield  Board  of  Health 
RE:    Percolation  Tests  1969 

1.  52  percolation  tests  performed. 

2.  10  re- tests  performed. 

3.  4  lots  found  unsatisfactory  for  construction  on  the  basis  of 

tests  performed: 

Lot  #1  Wenham  Road 

Lot  #2  Wenham  Road 

Lot  #32  Parsonage  Lane  Ext. 

Lot  #34  Parsonage  Lane  Ext. 

4.  34  new  construction  permits  issued  for  the  year. 

JOHN  R.  ROMANSKI 
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RliPORT  OF  THE  BTW  HEALTH  DISTRICT 
TREASURER'S  REPORT 


January  1,  1969  Thru   

CASH  BALANCE,  January  1,  1969 

RECEIPTS: 

Assessments  -  Member  Towns: 

Boxford  (40%)  4800.00 

Topsfield  (401)  4800.00 

U'enham  (201)  2400.00 

Comm.  of  Mass.  -  Employer  Comp.  WT  3.16 

Interest  Earned  on  Gen.  Fund  Deposits  219.25 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

1969  Treasury  Warrants 
CASH  BALANCE,  December  31,  1969 

Submitted, 


December  31,  1969 


393.38 


12222.41 


12615.79 


12051.31 


564.48 


FRANCIS  F.  PERRY 
Treasurer 
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MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT  REPORT 


A  report  of  work  accomplished  by  the  Essex  County,  Revere,  Winthrop, 
and  North  Reading  Mosquito  Control  Project  in  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
during  1969. 

Winter  prehatch  or  ice  dusting  for  larval  control       26  Acres 

Spring  larviciding  with  Abate  15  Acres 

Spring  larviciding  with  Flit  MLO  3h  Acres 

Days  during  the  summer  when  Project  equipment  fogged  or  sprayed  to 
control  the  adult  mosquitoes . 

June  6,  9,  18,  27,  30 

July  2,  11,  14,  25 

August  11,  12,  18,  20,  29,  30 

September  2,  3 

During  November  the  Project  crews  reclaimed  400  feet  of  the  brook 
which  flows  through  the  Fox  Run  Road  development,  under  River  Road, 
and  empties  into  the  Ipswich  River.    The  work  entailed  a  consider- 
able amount  of  brush  removal  prior  to  employment  of  a  backhoe  which 
was  used  to  dredge  the  brook.    Residents  of  the  area  provided  sev- 
eral lengths  of  pipe  which  were  installed  to  control  flooding  for 
an  ice  skating  rink  through  which  the  brook  flows,  and  to  allow  for 
complete  drainage  during  spring  and  summer. 

THE  ESSEX  COUNTY,  REVERE,  WINTHROP  AND  NORTH  READING 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 

REPORT  FOR  1969 


The  year  1969  was  another  year  of  slow  but  steady  progress  toward  the 
reduction  of  the  mosquito  nuisance  in  the  twenty-three  communities 
enrolled  in  the  Mosquito  Control  Project. 

During  the  month  of  January  a  total  of  480  acres  were  treated  in  the 
pre-hatch  or  ice  dusting  program.    The  exceptionally  heavy  snowfall 
of  February  and  early  March  curtailed  all  work  in  the  field  until 
the  first  week  in  April.    On  April  7  with  temperatures  in  the  mid- 
sixties,  the  first  mosquito  larvae  of  the  season  were  located  in  the 
Rowley  salt  marshes  and  in  several  woodland  pools  in  Boxford.. 

The  Spring  larviciding  to  exterminate  the  larvae  in  the  water  began 
on  April  8  and  continued  until  June  3  when  the  adulticiding  or  summer 
spray  program  was  started.    During  this  two  month  period  a  total  of 
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570  acres  were  treated  with  Abate  at  the  rate  of  one  fluid  ounce  per 
acre  of  water  surface.    Another  new  mosquito  larvicide,  Flit  MLO  was 
employed  on  an  experimental  basis  with  promising  results.  This 
highly  refined  petroleum  product  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  mos- 
quito fighters'  arsenal. 

The  Summer  spray  program  from.  June  3  through  Labor  Day  was  so 
scheduled  as  to  allow  one  of  the  project  sprayers  or  foggers  a  full 
day  of  operation  in  each  community  at  least  once  each  week.  Except 
for  a  two  week  period  of  frequent  rains  in  late  July  and  early 
August,  the  spray  schedule  experienced  few  interruptions  other  than 
those  resulting  from  occasional  mechanical  problems  with  equipment. 

The  major  objective  of  the  Mosquito  Control  Project  is  the  elimina- 
tion of  mosquito  breeding  sources  through  drainage  and  water  manage- 
ment, and  the  project  owns  several  pieces  of  heavy  equipment  speci- 
fically designed  for  this  work.    However,  because  of  an  inadequate 
budget  our  efforts  to  expand  this  phase  of  the  program  have  been 
frustrating.    Personnel  which  we  hire  and  train  as  equipment  opera- 
tors, once  they  become  proficient,  are  lured  by  the  higher  wages 
offered  by  private  contractors.    Because  we  are  operating  within 
a  budget  which  has  remained  constant  since  July,  1967,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  reduce  the  labor  force  in  order  to  increase  the  hourly 
wage  of  the  few  faithful  employees  who  have  decided  to  remain  with 
the  Project.    The  present  staff  consists  of  a  superintendent,  a 
secretary,  a  foreman,  and  seven  laborers,  one  of  whom  doubles  as 
an  equipment  operator. 

Until  this  number  can  be  substantially  increased,  we  cannot  offer 
much  more  than  a  token  effort  toward  the  permanent  reduction  of  the 
mosquito  nuisance. 

Two  years  ago  this  Project  discontinued  the  use  of  DDT  and  other  so- 
called  "hard"  pesticides  and  turned  to  the  less  persistent  materials 
which  do  not  build  up  in  the  wildlife  food  chain.    The  materials  now 
employed  in  our  spraying  and  larviciding  program  are  effective,  but 
much  more  expensive  than  their  predecessors.    The  price  of  Methoxy- 
chlor  is  three  times  that  of  DDT.    Malathion  is  ten  times  more  ex- 
pensive than  DDT. 

The  majority  of  the  vehicles  owned  by  the  Project  were  purchased  in 
1965  and  1966  and  for  the  most  part  are  still  in  good  operating  con- 
dition.   However,  the  cost  of  maintenance  for  all  vehicles  and 
equipment  increases  annually. 

A  greater  portion  of  the  $107,000,  which  has  been  the  annual  Project 
budget  since  1967,  must  therefore  be  allocated  each  year  for  opera- 
tion and  maintenance.    Unfortunately,  under  present  circumstances, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Project  to  move  ahead  with  its  long  range 
plan  of  increased  service  to  the  communities  enrolled  in  the  district. 
In  fact,  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  a  status  quo  from  year  to  year. 
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In  order  to  make  available  additional  monies  for  mosquito  control  in 
the  future  a  bill  has  been  filed  by  the  State  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture which,  if  enacted  by  the  General  Court  during  the  current  ses- 
sion, will  increase  the  total  assessments  to  the  cities  and  towns 
approximately  fifty  percent  and  provide  a  means  for  periodic  in- 
creases based  on  the  equalized  valuation  figures  as  most  recently 
reported  to  the  Legislature  by  the  State  Tax  Commission.  Similar 
legislation  has  been  filed  on  behalf  of  four  other  Mosquito  Control 
Projects  in  the  Commonwealth  who  have  also  been  unable  to  move  ahead 
because  of  legislative  restrictions. 

The  resulting  increase-  would  enable  the  Essex  County  Project  to  im- 
prove the  lot  of  its  present  staff;  hire  several  additional  men  on  a 
year-round  basis;  purchase  additional  equipment  for  ditching  and 
drainage  work;  initiate  a  program  of  catch  basin  treatment  in  heav- 
ily populated  areas;  and  to  set  in  motion  a  schedule  of  vehicle  re- 
placement. 

The  program  of  mosquito  control  on  which  this  Project  embarked  in 
1965  is  sensible  and  sound  and  the  only  realistic  means  of  perman- 
ently reducing  the  mosquito  nuisance  so  severe  in  Essex  County.  Our 
efforts  have  been  moderately  successful  considering  the  limitations 
under  which  we^  have  been  operating.    The  future  success  of  the  program 
is  directly  dependent  on  the  willingness  of  the  residents  of  the  area 
to  provide  the  necessary  financial  support.    The  reluctance  of  four- 
teen communities  in  Essex  County  to  join  the  Project  should  be  a 
matter  of  great  concern,  as  their  refusal  to  cooperate  in  which  is 
truly  a  regional  effort,  adversely  affects  the  work  in  progress  in 
adjacent  towns  and  cities. 

The  increased  cooperation  of  the  general  public  during  the  past  year 
has  been  very  helpful  and  much  appreciated.    Many  residents  have 
called  our  attention  to  potential  mosquito  breeding  sites  which  might 
otherwise  have  escaped  our  notice,  and  subsequent  treatment.  The 
mosquito  control  worker,  as  you  know,  is  often  belittled.    The  let- 
ters of  commendation  which  we  receive  in  increasing  numbers  each  year 
help  us  to  realize  that  our  efforts  are  indeed  appreciated.    With  the 
continued  cooperation  and  understanding  of  those  we  serve,  we  look 
forward  to  greater  accomplishments  in  1970. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  W.  SPENCER 
Superintendent 
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TOPS FIELD  EMERGENCY  CENTER  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  submit  the  third  report  -of  the  Emergency  Center  located  in  the 
Town  Hall. 

Personnel  of  Emergency  Center: 

Chief  Operator  Lila  M.  Wildes 

Emergency  Operators : 

Winifred  Brackley  Christina  Harwood 

Norma  Carter  Alyce  Johnson 

David  Fuller  Nellie  Peabody 

Marion  Mitchell  Priscilla  Gamble 

For  the  period  January  1,  1969  through  and  including  December  31, 
1969,  the  total  Telephone  and  Radio  calls  were  44,461.    Of  these 
Radio  calls  were  13,223  and  Telephone  calls  were  31,238. 

Telephone  Radio 

Police  Department  2,654  11,002 

Fire  and  others  28,584  2,221 

There  were  77  calls  for  fires  and  1,411  calls  for  permits. 

A  new  radio  was  installed  in  October  for  use  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment only. 

Emergency  calls  only  887-2121 

All  other  calls  887-2116 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LILA  M.  WILDES 
Chief  Operator 
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REPORT  OF  NORTH  ESSEX  VETERANS'  SERVICE  DISTRICT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

I  herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Veterans'  Service  Depart' 
ment  of  Topsfield  for  the  year  of  1969. 

ORGANIZATION:    North  Essex  Veterans'  Service' District . 

Director:    James  N.  Chooljian 
Secretary:    Dorothy  Wilkins 

MASS.  VETERANS*  BENEFIT  SECTION: 

Veterans  and  their  dependents  assisted  through  the  Mass.  Veterans' 
Benefit  program  received  such  assistance  as  prescribed  by  Chapter 
115  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended.    The  families  assisted  are  re- 
ported to  you  on  a  monthly  case  load  basis  as  follows: 

January  3  July  6 

February  4  August  6 

March  5  September  4 

Apfil  6  October  4 

May  6  November  6 

June  5  December  6 


There  were  a  number  of  applications  filed  for  Mass.  Vietnam  Bonus. 
Exclusive  of  bonus  application,  the  Town  received  50%  reimbursement 
from  the  State  on  expenditures  made  under  Chapter  115.    The  Town 
appropriated  $15,000.00  for  the  support  of  this  program.  Over 
$14,000.00  was  expended  by  the  Town  at  year's  end. 


VETERANS'  SERVICES  SECTION: 


Another  function  of  this  office  is  to  secure  for  the  veteran  and  his 
immediate  family,  Federal  funds  for  which  they  are  eligible.  The 
Town  does  not  participate  financially  in  the  Federal  Service  program 
The  Director  serves  as  a  liason  between  the  veteran  and  the  Veterans 
Administration  in  assisting  for  the  Veteran  services  such  as,  burial 
allowances,  civil  service  matters,  VA  compensation,  pensions,  hospi- 
talization, educational  applications,  headstone  and  markers,  home 
and  hospital  visitations,  transportation,  and  many  more  services 
that  are  available  under  law. 


Each  year,  as  the  end  result  of  wars  in  which  our  country  has  parti- 
cipated with  manpower,  the  number  of  veterans  in  the  community  in- 
creases.   Each  year  Congress  passes  new  and  more  liberal  veterans' 
laws,  increasing  the  benefits  to  the  returning  veterans  as  an  appre- 
ciation measure  for  services  rendered  to  the  country.    These  bring 
about  increasing  work  load  for  the  director  and  his  staff.  This 
too  brings  added  budgetry  cost  to  the  community,  yet  the  program  is 
an  excellent  one  and  most  deserving. 


JAMES  N.  CHOOLJIAN 
Director 
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PERSONNEL  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


CHIEF 
Philip  L.  Godbout 

DEPUTY  CHIEFS 
Clifton  P.  Elliott 
Richard  Crocker 

CAPTAINS 
Ronald  Giovannacci 
Howard  Stultz 
Myron  F.  Williams,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Wood 

PRIVATES 


Stephen  Carter 
Leslie  Clewes 
Vito  Costanza 
Antonio  D'Agostino 
Nicholas  D'Agostino 
Pasquale  D'Agostino 
George  S.  Day 
Jack  Englehardt 
Benjamin  English,  Jr. 
David  Fuller 
William  Gamble 
Warren  Giovannacci 


James  Hurley 
Frederick  Jones 
David  Jordan 
Wallace  Kneeland 
Alexander  Longo 


Ralph  Moxcey 
Gordon  Newton 


Charles  Osborne 
Roger  Peabody 
William  Simmons 
John  Sullivan 
Edwin  Thompson,  Jr. 


Philip  Griffin 


Frank  Watson 
Roger  Wildes 


Dale  Green 
Dean  Harwood 


Stephen  Woodbury 


Richard  Wyman 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  citizens  of  Topsfield: 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1969,. 

We  would  like  to  report  at  this  time  that  our  new  fire  station  is 
well  under  construction  and  by  mid- summer  we  should  be  able  to  move 
in.    This  station  will  be  a  great  asset  to  the  efficiency  of  our 
department . 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Finance  Committee  and  the 
citizens  of  Topsfield  for  their  support  of  our  new  station. 

We  also  would  like  to  thank  the  Officers  and  men  of  our  department 
and  the  operators  of  the  emergency  center  for  their  fine  cooperation 
and  good  work  this  past  year. 

Our  emergency  number  is  887-2121. 

Give  name,  address  and  location  of  emergency. 

For  burning  permits  call  887-2116. 

For  Fire  Chief  call  887-5934. 

The  record  for  1969: 


125 

alarms    -    71  bell 

alarms 

54  still  alarms 

25 

grass  fires 

6 

smoke  investigation 

3 

house 

2 

barn 

10 

brush 

3 

electrical 

7 

dump 

1 

lock  out 

2 

televisions 

2 

incinerator 

9 

woods 

1 

oil  burner 

12 

car 

1 

chimney 

7 

false 

1 

use  of  boat 

2 

oxygen 

4 

standby  duty 

6 

gasoline  spills 

6 

no  service 

13 

out  of  town 

17 

oil  burner  permits 

1 

smoke  ejector 

1406 

burning  permits 

1 

lawn  mower 

1 

blasting  permit 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  GODBOUT,  Chief 
CLIFTON  ELLIOTT,  Deputy  Chief 
RICHARD  CROCKER,  Deputy  Chief 

Board  of  Engineers 
Topsfield  Fire  Department 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Roger  G.  Peabody 


SERGEANT 
Harold  G.  Moore 


REGULAR  PATROLMEN 

Philip  S.  Girard 
Arthur  S.  Heard 


RESERVE  PATROLMEN 

Roy  H.  Ackerman* 
Luigi  J.  Angeline 
Charles  B,  Osborne  Jr. 
Stephen  B.  Tierney* 
H.  Robinson  Vail 
Andrew  M.  Farrar 
William  T.  Gamble 
R.  Paul  DesMaisons 


SPECIAL  POLICE 

Carl  J.  Difrancesco 
John  W.  Dwinell 
George  N.  Earle 
James  R.  Swindell 
Richard  C.  Hardy 
Philip  L.  Godbout 


POLICEWOMAN 
Nellie  R.  Peabody 


^Resigned 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  citizens  of  Topsfield: 
I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  for  1969 

Complaints  and  investigations    1,032 

Accidents   153 

Summonses   141 

Arrests   51 

Citations  issued  (Warnings -142,  Complaints -149,  Arrests-54)  325 

Defective  equipment  tags  issued    98 

Court  hours   611 

Hospital  runs   106 

Assists                                                                              .  261 

House  checks   648 

House  breaks   31 

Doors  and  windows  found  open   51 

Malicious  damage  to  property    39 

Larceny   38 

Motor  vehicles  reported  stolen    7 

Motor  vehicles  recovered    4 

Runaways    5 

Runaways  found  .  ~   2 

Number  plates  reported  lost    2 

Number  plates  found    2 

Attempted  B§E   4 

Persons  reported  missing    7 

Persons  found   8 

Bicycles  reported  missing    7 

Bicycles  recovered  '   4 

Cruiser  mileage-  781   51,389.6 

Cruiser  mileage- 782  (old)   19,941.9 

Cruiser  mileage- 782  (new)   16,757.7 

Pistol  permits  issued    45 

Firearms  I .  D.  cards  issued    .  .  .   56 

OFFENSES  FOR  WHICH  ARRESTS  AND  SUMMONSES  WERE  MADE  BY  POLICE 

All  motor  vehicle  offenses      .  .  .  ."  247 

Armed  robbery   4 

Assault  and  battery    2 

Assault  and  battery  with  a  dangerous  weapon    .    1 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder   1 

AWOL   4 

Being  present  where  LSD  found    1 

Being  present  where  marijuana  found    2 

Breaking  and  entering  a  motor  vehicle    2 

Breaking  §    entering  in  daytime  with  intent  to  commit  a  felony 

4 

Breaking  and  entering  in  the  nighttime    4 
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Disturbing  the  peace    1 

Drunk   44 

Illegitimacy   4 

Insane  person    3 

Larceny   11 

Larceny  of  a  motor  vehicle    3 

Malicious  damage  to  property    6 

Non- support    1 

Operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence  of 

intoxicating  liquor   27 

Possession  of  burglary  tools    2 

Possession  of  dangerous  weapons    7 

Possession  of  fireworks    2 

Possession  of  a  narcotic  drug  (LSD)    1 

Possession  of  a  narcotic  drug  (marijuana)    9 

Runaway    2 

Trespassing    2 

Unlawful  discharge  of  firearms    1 

Using  a  motor  vehicle  without  authority    9 

Violation  of  liquor  laws   3 

Total  410 

DISPOSITION  OF  LISTED  OFFENSES 

Guilty   190 

Not  guilty    39 

Nol  pros   5 

Nolo  accepted   19 

Dismissed    4 

Cases  filed   15 

Cases  appealed   7 

Probable  cause  and  bound  over  to  the  grand  jury   43 

Disposition  pending    44 

Complaints  denied    9 

Turned  over  to  other  agencies   11 

Juveniles  released  to  parents  without  further  action  .  .  .  _33 

Total  410 
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As  Topsfield  grows,  we  too  must  grow  to  keep  abreast  of  the  increased 
demands  for  police  services.  Nineteen-sixty-nine  was  an  active  year, 
as  can  be  seen  in  the  statistical  section  of  this  report. 

I  am  recommending  two  more  full-time  patrolmen,  for  better  coverage 
on  weekends,  and  when  officers  are  in  court. 

We  are  having  our  problems  with  juveniles  loitering  in  the  Shopping 
Center,  being  rude  to  customers  and  the  merchants,  and  also  hanging 
around  in  their  vehicles.    The  officers  are  instructed  to  bring  the 
juveniles  to  the  Police  Station  and  notify  the  parents  to  come  after 
them,  but  if  the  problem  continues,  we  will  have  to  take  more  drastic 
action. 

The  Police  Department  is  trying'  to  help  any  young  person  addicted  to 
narcotics.    This  is  a  very  serious  problem.    Please  feel  free  to  come 
to  the  station  and  talk  over  this  problem.    Your  conversation  will 
be  kept  in  strict  confidence. 

House  breaks  are  plaguing  us,  as  they  are  in  other  towns.    We  try 
to  keep  a  constant  watch  for  suspicious  vehicles,  but  they  still 
get  by.    We  are  appealing  to  the  citizens  to  get  the  registration 
number  of  any  suspicious  vehicle  in  your  neighborhood.    Call  the 
Police  Department  right  away.    The  Emergency  Operator  will  take 
your  call  and  advise  the  police  officer  in  the  cruiser. 

The  Police  Department  went  on  their  own  radio  network  in  October, 
due  to  the  increase  of  activity.    The  Emergency  Center  also  handles 
these  calls. 

A  traffic  survey  was  made  on  As  bury  Street  and  Ipswich  Road,  for  the 
erection  of  speed  signs.    These  have  been  approved  by  the  State. 
Stop  signs  were  approved  and  erected  on  Central  Street  and  Perkins 
Row,  at  the  High  Street  intersection.    More  traffic  surveys  are 
planned  for  1970. 

We  have  two  cruisers  in  operation.    One  is  a  cruiser -ambulance,  for 
emergency  runs  only.    We  cannot  provide  ambulance  service  beyond  local 
hospitals.    A  long-distance  trip  requires  two  men,  and  where  we  are  a 
small  department,  it  leaves  the  town  unprotected  while  we  are  away. 
This  emergency  vehicle  is  not  equipped  for  regular  ambulance  service, 
as  the  State  requires. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  men  of  my  department  for  keeping  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Police  Department  running  smoothly.    Also,  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Emergency  Center  operators.    Chief  Operator  Lila  Wildes 
and  her  operators  have  helped  us  in  many  other  ways,  besides  taking 
all  the  calls. 
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In  closing  this  report,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  who  assisted  the 
Police  Department  this  year... The  citizens  and  officials  of  the  Town 
of  Topsfield,  the  State  Police,  and  Police  Departments  of  nearby 
towns. 

For  the  information  of  new  residents --the  POLICE  EMERGENCY  number  is 
887-2121.    For  those  wishing  to  contact  the  Police  Department  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  police  business,  the  number  to  call  is 
887-2116. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ROGER  G.  PEABODY 
Chief  of  Police 


TOWN  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

As  has  been  set  forth  in  previous  reports,  the  Insurance  Committee  is 
charged  with  keeping  the  Town  property  adequately  insured  for  any 
likely  contingency  and  the  Town  employees  properly  protected  for  any 
liability  suit  within  the  limits  set  forth  in  the  General  Laws. 

Again  this  year  the  Topsfield  package  insurance  policy  was  updated 
to  include  insurance  on  additional  vehicles  acquired  by  the  Town  and 
further  increased  the  Fire  Insurance  on  Town  buildings  to  keep  pace 
with  increased  valuations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  BROWN,  Chairman 
ALICE  F.  CASTLE 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 
DAVID  L.  TWISS 
JAMES  R.  COLLINS 

FRANCIS  N.  CARTER, 
Committee  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT 


The  planned  work  of  the  Special  Drainage  Committee  was  completed 
in  1969.    All  areas  excavated  or  disturbed  have  been  graded  and 
seeded.    The  future  maintenance  of  these  areas  will  be  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  abutters. 

Serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  periodic  inspection  of  all 
culverts  in  the  town,  to  insure  that  they  are  free  flowing  and  ade- 
quate capacity. 

This  committee  feels  that  the  work  originally  contemplated  has  been 
completed.    A  final  report -is  being  submitted  to  the  Selectmen 
along  with  drainage  maps  and  plans  showing  all  drainage  work  accom- 
plished during  the  past  several  years. 

Approximately  $1,100  will  revert  back  to  the  town,  which  is  the  un- 
expended portion  of  appropriated  funds  of  the  Special  Drainage  Com- 
mittee. 

This  committee  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  those  who 
have  assisted  us  in  any  way.    Mr.  C.  Lawrence  Bond,  who  has  been 
engaged  as  our  engineer,  has  been  most  helpful  and  generous  with 
his  advice  and  counsel  in  the  time  that  we  have  been  active  since 
1963. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  A.  HERMANS,  Chairman 
LAURANCE  C.  DOSH,  Secretary 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
LAWRENCE  A.  CYR 
WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 


This  report  covers  the  eighteenth  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the 
Town  Water  System. 

During  the  year  24  additional  takers  were  added  to  the  water  rolls, 
bringing  the  total  to  976.    There  are  179  hydrants  in  the  system. 
Approximately  2,866  feet  of  8"  main  were  installed  and  the  present 
length  of  main  is  25.63  miles. 

Water  consumption  decreased  almost  6%  over  the  previous  year  with 
128,008,000  gallons  pumped. 

The  new  well  field  on  Perkins  Row,  consisting  of  20  wells  and  one 
pump,  became  operative  on  July  1. 

The  entire  water  pumping  system  is  on  Automatic  Control,  tied  into 
central  recording  instruments  in  the  Superintendent's  office.  It 
is  further  tied  into  a  warning  system  in  the  Communication  Center 
so  that  the  Superintendent  may  be  alerted  in  the  event  of  failure. 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  Nicholas  D'Agostino,  is  to  be  complimented 
on  his  program  of  preventive  maintenance  which  adds  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  water  system.    His  program  consists  of  checking  the 
operation  of  all  valves  in  the  system  and  washing  wells.    This  will 
be  a  continuing  program. 

We  wish  to  thank  Mr.  D'Agostino  and  his  clerk,  Mrs.  Agnes  Fletcher, 
for  their  continued  cooperation. 

CHARLES  R.  MANN,  Chairman 
WALTER  K.  ANDERSON,  Clerk 
STEPHEN  J.  CHAMBERLIN,  JR. 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  1969. 

I  have  visited  the  following  premises  to  examine,  take  numbers  and 
release. 

Meredith  Farm  -  Visited  9  times  -  29  cows  released 
Alfalfa  Farm    -  Visited  2  times  -    7  cows  released 
Visited  48  stables  and  released. 
Quarantined  35  dogs  -  reports  sent  to  State. 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Animal  Inspector 
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TREE  WARDEN'S  REPORT 


During  the  past  year  the  Tree  Planning  Committee,  a  sub -committee  of 
the  Conservation  Committee,  Mr.  John  Nutter,  Mr.  Douglas  Rankin,  Mr. 
Derek  VanEtten  and  your  Tree  Warden,  held  several  meetings  at  which 
plans  were  made  for  future  tree  plantings  in  Tops field.    During  the 
Spring  and  Fall,  this  committee  assisted  the  Tree  Warden  in  locating 
and  planting  six  Maple  trees,  which  were  donated  by  the  Topsfield- 
Boxford  Rotary  Club,  and  were  planted  in  the  business  section  of 
Topsfield.    In  December  this  committee  assisted  in  the  planting  of 
two  Maple  trees,  donated  by  the  New  Meadows  and  the  Topsfield  Garden 
Clubs,  on  the  Park  land  on  Main  Street.    At  the  annual  Town  Meeting 
an  article  will  be  sponsored  for  the  planting  of  shade  trees  along 
the  highways  in  various  sections  of  Topsfield. 

At  the  present  time  over  two  dozen  requests  have  been  made  for  new 
trees  to  be  planted  by  various  residents  of  the  Town. 

The  storms  of  the  past  winter  damaged  many  of  the  Town  trees , 
especially  the  Evergreens.    The  new  portable  Brush  Chipper,  purchased 
by  the  Town,  arrived  on  June  first  and  was  put  to  good  use  in  clean- 
ing up  the  storm  damage  in  all  sections  of  the  Town. 

Samples  from  twenty- six  Elm  trees  were  sent  to  the  Shade  Tree  Disease 
Laboratory  and  were  confirmed  to  have  the  Dutch  Elm  Disease. 

Five  days  of  assistance  in  sampling  and  removal  of  Dutch  Elm  diseased 
trees,  was  given  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
during  the  past  year.    This  annual  assistance  is  given  at  no  cost  to 
the  Town. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 

Tree  Warden  and  Moth  Superintendent 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


There  were  fifty  inspections  and  no  violations. 


New  construction 
Remodeling 
Water  heaters 
Town  Bath  House 


37 
8 
4 


1     No  Charge 


Total 


50 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WENDELL  P.  HALL 


Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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PARK  DEPARTMENT'S  REPORT 


It  was  a  very  busy  year!    We  maintained  baseball  diamonds,  skating 
areas,  and  tennis  courts.    It  was  difficult  at  times  to  stay  one 
step  ahead  of  the  Topsfield  Athletic  Association  and  the  Topsfield 
Recreation  Committee  with  their  active  sports  schedules  for  the 
girls  and  boys  of  our  expanding  town. 

We  willingly  cooperated  with  the  new  Tree  Planning  Committee  by 
planting  seven  deciduous  trees  on  the  Common,  some  of  them  of  the 
flowering  variety,  as  they  suggested. 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  routine  care  of  the  Common,  the 
Church  Piece,  the  Library  Triangle,  Bare  Hill  Park,  and  the  grassed 
triangles  on  South  Main  Street  and  Rowley  Road,  we  continued  our 
root  feeding  program  for  the  trees.    The  two  lighted  Christmas  Trees 
on  the  Common  and  by  the  Library  were  enjoyed  by  passers-by  during 
the  Christmas  Season. 

Our  duties  have  been  made  a  great  deal  easier  this  year  by  the  ex- 
cellent performance  of  our  staff,  Park  Superintendent  George  Earle, 
and  his  assistants  Hazen  Earle  and  Roger  Friend. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  DAY,  Chairman 
WALLACE  H.  KNEELAND 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 


ELECTRICAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


In  the  past  year  the  Electrical  Department  issued  153  electrical 
permits  as  follows : 

39  New  Homes 

102  Alterations 

12  Commercial 

153  Total  amount  issued 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LESTER  SHEPARD 
Wiring  Inspector 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES'  REPORT 


We  should  all  be  justly  proud  of  the  Topsfield  Town  Library  as  it 
continues  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  growth  of  our  town.    We  are 
very  fortunate  to  have  a  loyal  staff  under  the  leadership  of  Head 
Librarian,  Mrs.  Edwin  D.  Mayo.    All  of  the  staff  have  been  employed 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  two  years . 

A  major  improvement  in  the  physical  plant  was  the  purchase  of  two 
air-conditioning  units  for  the  two  reading  rooms.    Two  new  services 
are  also  offered  residents.    Individual  volumes  of  all  encyclopedias 
and  many  reference  books  may  now  be  borrowed  from  the  library  on  an 
"over-night"  loan.  '  We  have  also  added  a  "talking  book"  machine  for 
individuals  who  cannot  read  or  use  ordinary  printed  books  and  maga- 
zines because  of  limited  physical  abilities.    As  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Regional  Library  System  it  is  also  possible  to  obtain  books 
from  the  sub-regional  center  at  the  Andover  Library. 

Our  book  collection  is  now  23,612  volumes  and  the  book  circulation 
of  66,191  is  three  times  the  national  average.  The  hours  open  per 
week  (33)  remain  the  same,  but  Saturday  hours  have  been  changed  to 
10  A.M.  to  2  P.M.  We  hope  to  expand  the  number  of  hours  open  in  the 
near  future.  The  library  also  works  closely  with  the  schools,  not 
only  in  loaning  books,  but  also  in  providing  consultory  service  to 
school  librarians  and  conducting  a  library  orientation  program  for 
the  elementary  students.  Story  hours  are  held  for  pre-school  children 
twice  a  month  from  October  to  May,  and  during  the  summer  months  we 
work  in  conjunction  with  the  town  recreation  program  in  conducting 
story  hours. 

Special  programs  this  past  year  included  a  poetry  writing  contest 
during  Children's  Book  Week  for  elementary  grade  students,  with 
judging  done  by  the  well-known  author,  Virginia  Tashjian.    A  string 
quartet  from  the  Northshore  Philharmonic  entertained  at  the  library 
during  National  Library  Week  and  the  Topsfield  Library  was  host  for 
the  Spring  meeting  of  the  Merrimack  Valley  Library  Association,  of 
which  Mrs.  Mayo  is  President. 

In  September  of  this  year,  after  several  months  of  work  by  a  steer- 
ing committee,  a  Friends  of  the  Library  group  was  formalized.  An 
organizational  and  official" acceptance  meeting  was  featured  by 
speaker  Norm  Nathan  of  Middleton,  and  this  was  followed  by  an  in- 
tensive membership  drive.    The  purpose  of  the  group  is  to  "stimu- 
late the  interest  of  the  community  in  the  needs  and  services  of  the 
Topsfield  Town  Library  and  to  enrich  the  cultural  life  of  the  com- 
munity".   Among  the  coming  events  planned  by  the  group  is  a  foreign 
film  festival  in  early  Spring,  a  lecturer  in  the  field  of  art,  which 
hopefully  will  develop  into  a  lecture  series,  and  special  programs 
planned  for  Children's  Book  Week  and  National  Book  Week.    An  art 
collection  for  loan  is  also  planned,  with  emphasis  on  prints  and 
original  works  particularly  in  regard  to  New  England  artists. 
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Townspeople  are  reminded  that  we  have  two  rooms  available  now  for 
civic  organization  meetings.    The  Historical  Society  room  is  also  a 
part  of  the  library  and  items  for  sale  may  be  purchased  from  a  staff 
member . 

Our  accent  this  year  will  be  on  an  orderly  development  of  facilities 
and  service  to  keep  up  with  the  continuing  growth  of  the  community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


STANLEY  M.  COHEN,  Chairman 

BARBARA  K.  BOOTH,  Financial  Secretary 

MARION  G.  KIMBALL,  Secretary 

DR.  MARIO  D.  BANUS 

EVELYN  L.  FALES 

RICHARD  H.  STOWE 


REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 
16  dogs  killed  by  automobiles. 

24  strayed  dogs  picked  up  and  some  destroyed,  some  found  good  homes. 
31  complaints  investigated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHESTER  A.  HOOD 
Dog  Officer 


REPORT  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


1  case  chicken  pox 

8  cases  dog  bite 

1  case  infectious  hepatitis 

1  case  meningitis 
19  cases  mumps 

2  cases  Salmonellosis 

Respectfully  submitted, 
LOIS  K.  ROGERS,  M.D. 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 


In  1969  good  progress  was  made  for  the  Town  Cemeteries.  Continuing 
our  policy  of  trying  to  reduce  long  range  labor  costs,  24  more  stones 
were  lowered  to  ground  level,  and  others  repaired  in  our  Cemeteries. 
Repairs  to  many  older  stones  were  made,  to  maintain  both  the  stones 
and  their  historic  values,  and  also  the  appearance  to  keep  the  char- 
acter of  the  area. 

A  deep  water  line  was  laid  with  a  gas  line  220  feet  into  the  Pine 
Grove  Cemetery,  to  provide  fire  protection  and  water  for  the  new 
proposed  building,"  which  is  needed  for  toilet  facilities,  heated  re- 
pair area,  and  additional  storage  and  work  area. 

The  old  hearse  house  was  painted  this  past  year. 

At  the  South  Side  Cemetery,  a  new  aluminum  gate  was  set  to  replace 
the  old  wooden  gate,  which  was  beyond  repair.  Several  pine  stumps 
were  chipped  to  below  ground  level  and  seeded  over. 

At  the  Boston  Street  Cemetery,  the  new  entrance  was  graveled  and 
graded,  so  that  hot  top  can  be  applied  to  this  area  next  spring. 

Despite  the  number  of  fallen  and  broken  limbs,  due  to  the  winter 
storms,  the  late  arrival  of  spring,  and  the  early  arrival  of  our 
new  Memorial  Day  date,  the  cemeteries  were  in  readiness  for  the 
Memorial  Day  observance. 

The  Commissioners  are  pleased  to  announce  that  over  $4,300.00  has 
been  returned  to  the  Town  Treasury  from  the  sale  of  lots,  founda- 
tions, grave  openings,  and  other  sources.    A  percentage  of  this 
amount  goes  into  the  Cemetery  Endowment  Fund  to  maintain  perpetual 
care  of  the  cemeteries  at  a  minimal  cost  to  the  taxpayer.    As  in 
the  past,  the  Commissioners    will  continue  to  maintain  the  natural 
beauty  of  our  cemeteries,  as  economically  as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  PUTNAM  FRIEND,  Chairman 
HAROLD  T.  FLETCHER 
DAVID  P.  SMALLIDGE 
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MUNICIPAL  SERVICES  BUILDING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  on  March  3,  1969,  the  Town  voted 
$9,500  to  be  expended  by  this  committee  to  engage  an  architect  and 
prepare  final  construction  plans  and  specifications  and  obtain  firm 
construction  bids  for  a  new  fire  station  to  be  located  on  the  old 
Academy  side  on  High  Street. 

Final  plans  were  ready  for 'bidding  in  June  of  1969,  but  since  that 
would  mean  an  undesirable  early  July  Town  Meeting,  it  was  agreed 
to  hold  off  until  late  summer  so  that  a  Town  Meeting  could  be  sched- 
uled in  early  fall. 

Invitations  for  bids  were  advertised  on  August  13,  1969  with  bids 
of  sub-bidders  opened  on  August  27,  1969  and  general  bidders  opened 
on  September  3,  1969.    Ten  general  contractors  submitted  bids  rang- 
ing from  $122,133  to  $162,173. 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  on  October  6,  1969,  at  which  time 
construction  money  was  voted.  Work  on  the  new  Fire  Station  offi- 
cially started  on  October  20,  1969. 

Favorable  fall  weather  allowed  construction  to  proceed  rapidly  and 
as  of  mid- January,  1970,  the  job  is  40%  complete.    The  station 
should  be  complete  and  ready  for  occupancy  in  August  of  1970. 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Building  Inspector  for  the  year  1969. 


ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE,  Chairman 
ROBERT  A.  WOOD,  Clerk 
PHILIP  L.  GODBOUT 
ROGER  G.  PEABODY 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


Dwellings 
Additions 


32 
16 
7 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 


Garages  (Residential) 

Gas  Stations  

Remodeling   

Storage  Sheds  .  .  .  . 

Fire  Station  

Grandstand  


Total  Permits 


62 


ANTHONY  D'AGOSTINO 
Building  Inspector 
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TOPSFIELD  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  REPORT 


In  1969,  as  in  the  previous  year,  the  Conservation  Commission's 
major  efforts  were  directed  toward  a  Master  Conservation  Plan  for 
the  Town  of  Topsfield,  and  by  year's  end,  the  project  was  nearly 
complete.    After  working  on  maps  detailing  Topsfield 's  natural 
resources,  its  streams,  open  lands,  wetlands,  recreational  areas, 
the  Commission,  in  September,  engaged  Plynn  Williams  of  Fox  Run 
Press  to  do  the  cartographic  work  and,  in  December  approved  the 
maps.    Accompanied  by  an  explanatory  text,  these  maps  will  be 
published  in  the  spring. 

The  Commission's  Tree  Planning  committee  has  had  a  very  active 
year  under  the  leadership  of  Derek  Van  Etten  and  associates  John 
Nutter  and  Douglas  Rankin.    The  committee's  special  report  appears 
on  the  following  page. 

A  second  arm  of  the  Conservation  Commission  was  added  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  1969  with  the  formation  of  a  Trails  committee.  Lee 
Houser  serves  as  chairman  and  Mrs.  LeBaron  Barker  and  David  Hill, 
associates.    The  Trails  committee  undertook  the  job  of  charting 
all  existing  trailways  and  suggesting  potential  trails  that  would 
effect  an  interlinking  network  of  hiking  and  bridle  trails  through- 
out the  community,  connecting  with  public  lands  in  adjoining  towns. 

Continuing  discussions  with  the  counsel  for  the  Meredith  Hill 
development  resulted  in  tentative  agreements  upon  easements  for 
trail  development  in  that  area,  as  well  as  recommendations  in  con- 
nection with-  the  widening  of  Hill  Street  that  would  include  under - 
grounding  of  electric  and  telephone  wires  and  retention  of  as  much 
of  the  natural  beauty  of  that  road  as  possible. 

In  July  the  Commission  regretfully  accepted  James  Klock's  resigna- 
tion as  the  Planning  Board's  representative  to  the  Conservation 
Commission.    Robert  Klar  resigned  as  an  appointed  member  of  the 
Commission  to  replace  Mr.  Klock  as  representative  from  the  Planning 
Board,  and  Derek  Van  Etten  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Two  delegates  from  the  Commission  attended  the  fall  conference  of 
the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Conservation  Commissions  of  which 
the  Topsfield  Commission  is.  a  member.    The  Commission  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Essex  County.  Greenbelt  Association. 

JOHN  W.  PEIRCE,  Chairman 

BARBARA  WELSH,  Secretary 

LAWRENCE  A.  CYR 

ROBERT  H.  KLAR 

WALTER  H.  McINTOSH,  JR. 

DEBORAH  MOULTON 

DEREK  VAN  ETTEN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


The  Tree  Planning  subcommittee  of  the  Conservation  Commission  has 
completed  its  first  full  year.  Meetings  have  been  held  as  a  com- 
mittee, with  the  Tree  Warden,  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Selectmen. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  we  are  study- 
ing and  taking  action  on  a  total  tree  program  for  the  Town,  includ- 
ing shade  trees  along  the  town  ways,  in  the  park  areas,  school 
grounds,  and  where  construction  is  underway  --  such  as  the  new 
fire  station. 

To  exchange  ideas  with  other  towns ,  a  forum  was  held  in  March  at 
the  Woodbury  Auditorium.    Tree  wardens  from  many  towns  were  present 
and  offered  much  valuable  information.    Our  committee  is  now  formu- 
lating rules  which,  if  accepted  by  various  town  boards,  will  be  the 
basis  for  future  tree  planting,  pruning,  maintenance  and  protection 
practices .    The  Planning  Board  is  including  a  requirement  in  its 
rules  for  subdivisions  that  can  require  the  protection  of  existing 
trees  and  the  planting  of  new  trees. 

During  the  year  six  trees  were  donated  by  the  Rotary  Club.  These 
were  planted  in  or  near  the  business  area  on  Main  Street.  With 
funds  donated  by  the  Topsfield  and  New  Meadows  Garden  Clubs  and 
Park  Department,  two  maples  were  purchased  and  planted  on  the  Common 
in  front  of  the  Congregational  Church.    This  planting  marked  the 
120th  anniversary  of  a  previous  planting  in  this  area  and  was  re- 
enacted  with  oxen,  sleighs,  and  a  number  of  participants  in  appro- 
priate period  costumes. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  serve  the  Town  and  work  with  Mr.  Kneeland, 
our  Tree  Warden.    We  appreciate  the  help  and  encouragement  received. 


DEREK  0.  VAN  ETTEN,  Chairman 
JOHN  C.  NUTTER 
DOUGLAS  W.  RANKIN 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  organized  and  elected  Robert  H.  Liar  Chairman 
and  James  R.  Klock,  Clerk.    Members  were  appointed  as  representa- 
tives from  the  Board  and  responsibilities  within  the  Board  as 
follows: 

Highway  Department  -  Benjamin  W.  English 
Conservation  Commission  -  James  R.  Klock 
Soil  Erosion  Board  -  Robert  H.  Klar 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  -  Alvah  H.  Baleritine 

Drainage  Committee  -  Alvah  H.  Balentine 

Updating  Rules  and  Regulations  -  Jackson  0.  Welsh 

The  Board  held  24  regifiar  meetings,  several  work  meetings,  and  at- 
tended several  State  Federation  meetings.    Two  sub-division  hear- 
ings were  held. 

Paving  has  been  completed  in  the  Wilmor,  Ledgewcod  and  Homestead 
sub -divisions  v 

The  Board  has  been  asked  to  consider  rezoning  a  50  acre  area  in 
the  southern  part  of  town  for  shopping  center  purposes .    A  request 
has  also  been  received  to  rezone  a  275  acre  site  south  of  Route  95 
for  planned  unit  development. 

A  summary  of  sub-division  activity  follows  on  the  next  page. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  H.  KLAR,  Chairman 
JAMES  R.  KLOCK,  Clerk 
BENJAMIN  W.  ENGLISH 
JACKSON  0.  WELSH 
ALVAH  H.  BALENTINE 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield: 

During  1969  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  accomplished  in  drainage, 
widening,  scraping  and  resurfacing  of  the  roads  in  Topsfield. 

Under  Chapter  90  Maintenance  and  General  Highway  Funds  a  section 
of  Route  97,  Valley  Road,  was  resurfaced  with  hot  top,  topping 
gravel  used  on  shoulders  of  road. 

Under  Chapter  90  New  Construction,  completed  section  of  Ipswich 
Road  from  Route  One  to  North  Street,  installed  9  catch  basins, 
4  man  holes,  put  in  140  feet  of  36  inch  pipe  and  600  feet  of  24 
inch  drainage  pipe,  dug  out  loam  and  clay  and  put  in  gravel,  in- 
stalled 2  foot  pipe  across  road  to  drain  swamp,  used  3  inches  of 
binder  on  hot  top  and  2  inches  of  finish  on  hot  top.    Also  one 
section  of  200  feet  of  hot  top  berm;  topping  gravel  on  shoulders 
of  road. 

Under  General  Highway:    North  Street;  drainage  job,  1  catch  basin, 
180  feet  of  10  inch  drainage  pipe,  28  yards  of  gravel. 

Lockwood  Lane;  40  feet  of  24  inch  reenforced  pipe  across  road, 
48  yards  of  gravel.    Also  built  stone  header  on  one  side. 

Howlett  Street;  drainage  ditch  from  Dry  Bridge  towards  Town.  Took 
down  12  trees  and  dug  out  loam  and  clay  and  22  tree  stumps.  Filled 
in  ditch  with  stone  and  used  cold  patch  on  shoulder  of  road.  Gained 
three  feet  on  width  of  road  and  improved  drainage.    On  lower  end  of 
Howlett  Street  from  Perkins  Row  to  Meeting  House  Lane,  took  down 
several  trees  and  dug  out  loam  and  clay  and  tree  stumps.    Put  in 
stone  and  gravel  and  hot  topped  shoulder  of  road.    Gained  4  feet  in 
width  of  road.    That  will  help  school  busses,  also  improve  drainage. 

Meeting  House  Lane;  took  down  6  trees  and  dug  out  10  tree  stumps. 
Widened  section  of  road  and  hot  topped.    Improved  intersection  into 
Howlett  Street. 

School  Street  Annex;  one  catch  basin,  60  feet  of  12  inch  drainage 
pipe,  32  yards  of  gravel. 

Wenham  Road;  40  ton  of  hot  top  on  Wenham  Road.    Built  up  low  spots 
in  road  to  improve  drainage. 

Washington  Street;  Installed  man  hole  and  repaired  break  in  2  foot 
pipe  across  from  Church. 

Fox  Run;  rebuilt  two  catch  basins. 
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East  Street;  repair  work  done  on  bridge,  4  yards  of  cement  and  guard 
rail  posts. 

Put  up  20  new  street  signs  around  Town. 

Under  Chapter  81:    Valley  Road;  1  catch  basin,  200  feet  of  10  inch 
drainage  pipe,  28  yards  of  gravel,  by  railroad  tracks. 

Silver  Brook  Road;  2  catch  basins,  200  feet  of  10  inch  drainage 
pipe,  28  feet  of  metal  pipe  under  road,  28  yards  of  gravel.    Dug  200 
feet  of  country  drain  on  upper  end  of  Silver  Brook  Road. 

Salem  Road;  installed  16  feet  of  18  inch  pipe  on  outlet  side  of  pond 
and  filled  in  with  90  yards  of  bank  gravel.    Also  dug  out  and  cleared 
country  drain  side  of  road. 

High  Street,  Route  97;  dug  out  and  cleaned  country  drain  from  Route 
One  to  Perkins  Row. 

River  Road;  widened  section  of  River  Road  from  Washington  Street  to 
Rowley  Bridge  Road.    Gravel  shoulder  and  hot  top. 

Rowley  Bridge  Road;  graveled  shoulder  of  road  and  oiled  and  sanded 
mile  of  road.    Gained  2  feet  in  width  of  road. 

Summer  Street;  one  catch  basin,  28  feet  metal  pipe,  18  yards  of 
gravel . 

A  great  deal  of  cold  patch  was  used  this  year  on  roads  in  Town,  due 
to  the  bad  winter  and  floods  in  the  spring. 

Hired  Sweeper  and  swept  all  roads  in  Town,  also  used  men  with  hand 
brooms . 

Replaced  several  guard  rails  in  Town  and  painted  most  all  guard  rails. 

Cleaned  all  catch  basins  in  Town,  some  basins  two  or  three  times. 

We  still  need  many  roads  in  Town  widened  to  facilitate  passage  of 
increased  traffic  and  school  busses.  Drainage  remains  a  constant 
problem  and  much- work  still  needs  to  be  done. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have  co-operated 
with  this  department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  T.  GAMBLE 
Road  Commissioner 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Topsfield,  Massachusetts 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  REPORT 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Willard  B.  Spring,  Chairman 
Thomas  C.  Leonard,  Vice-Chairman 
James  R.  Collins 
Donald  H.  Cox 
Barbara  S.  Hartford 


Term  Expires  1972 
Term  Expires  1971 
Term  Expires  1971 
Term  Expires  1970 
Term  Expires  1972 


SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT 
Herbert  A.  Rouisse 


School  Committee  Operation 

The  committee  held  a  total  of  20  regular  meetings 
and  1  special  meeting  during  1969.     Meetings  are 
regularly  held  in  the  Proctor  School  Library  and  are 
scheduled  for  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month 
at  8:00  P.M.-  Meetings  are  open  and  the  public  is  invited 
to  attend.     Executive  sessions  have  seldom  been  held 
and  then  only  in  matters  requiring  privacy  and  consistent 
with  the  open  meeting  statute.     There  has  been  regular 
press  coverage  and  full  accounts  of  committee  action 
have  been  reported  in  the  local  newspapers.     Notice  of 
special  meetings  or  changes  in  dates  of  regular  meetings 
is  posted  in  the  Town  Hall. 

School  Committee  representation  on  other  groups 
follow:  Donald  Cox  is  a  member  of  the  Long  Range  School 
Planning  and  Building  Committee;   James  Collins  serves 
on  the  Town  Insurance  Committee;  James  Collins  and  Bar- 
bara Hartford  serve  as  the  Topsfield  representatives  on 
the  Future  Considerations  Subcommi ttee :  Donald  Cox, 
Thomas  Leonard,  and  Willard  Spring  are  members  of  the 
Joint  School  Union  Comrcittee. 
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Financial 


The  national  concern  with  the  wage-price  inflation- 
ary spiral  can  well  be  reflected  locally  in  view  of  its 
effect  upon  the  1970  budge.t.     Rising  costs  of  services 
and  materials,   coupled  with  collective  bargaining,  the 
provision  of  more  services,  and  the  first  full  year  of 
operating  costs  for  an  expanded  school  plant,  require 
again  a  large  increase  in  the  operating  budget. 

The  increase  in  the  consumer  price  index  during 
the  past  year  was  extremely  high  in  the  country  as  a 
whole  and  more  especially  so  in  the  Boston  area.  The 
force  of  collective  bargaining  by  school  employees, 
here  and  elsewhere  in  conjunction  with  the  statewide 
thrust  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers'  Association,  has 
been  responsible  for  significant  increase  not  only  in 
salaries  but  in  fringe  benefits.     The  budget  increase 
reflects  in  part  provision  for  a  full  year  of  new 
services  added  for  the  1969-1970  school  year,  particu- 
larly the  provision  of  four  additional  teaching  positions 
in  connection  with  opening  of  the  new  Steward  School 
f acili  ties . 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  rose  steadily  from  877 
in  1966,  to  927  in  1967,  to  96l  in  1968      The  average 
enrollment  for  1969  was  970  and  the  fall  enrollment  was 
slightly  lower  than  the  spring  enrollment.     This  is 
hopefully  regarded  as  an  indicator  of  arrival  at  an 
enrollment  plateau.     No  budgetary  provision  has  been 
made  for  additional  teaching  positions.     It  is  now 
estimated  that  the  average  enrollment  for  1970  will  be 
963. 
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Changes  in  the  major  accounts  are  noted  below: 


Account 


Administration 

Instruction 

Other  School 
Services 

Operation  &  Main- 
tenance of  Plant 

Community  Services 

Acquisition  of 
Fixed  Assets 

Programs  with  Other 
Communities 
Total 


Budget 
.  1969 
$  18636 

399221 


55783 
2707 

4447 


2685 


Budge  t 
1970 

|5  1950S 
456396 


Increase  Percent 
Decrease  Change 

$     872  4.1 


4U600  47563 


62978 
2707 

1475 


^  3105 
^93732 


57175  14.32$ 

2963  6.64$ 

7195  12.89$ 
0 

Decrease 
(-2972)66.83$ 


420  j.5.63$ 
$~oT6T3    12. 43^ 


By  far,  the  greatest  increase  is  found  in  the 
Instruction  Account,  accounting  for  $57175  of  the  total 
increase  of  $65653*     This  increase  reflects  these 
factors : 

a)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  salary  increases, 
effective  in  September,  1969. 

b)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  normal  salary 
increments  effective  in  September,  1969 . 

c)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-December, 
1970  of  salary  increases  granted  to  be  effective 
in  September,  1969* 

d)  The  impact  for  the  period  of  September-December 
1969  of  normal  salary  increments  effective  in 
September,  1970. 

e)  The  impact  for  a  full  year  of  four  teaching 
positions  added  in  September,  1969*  in  connec- 
tion with  the  expanded  Steward  School. 
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Comments  on  other  significant  changes  follow: 


a)  The  increase  in  the  Special  Teacher  Account 
in  part  results  from  the  full  year  support  of 
an  additional  half-time  physical  education 
position  and  increasing  the  part  time  art 
position  by  33$,  effective  in  September,  1969, 
and  the  planned  expansion  of  the  speech  therapy 
position  for  .3  to  .57  full  time,  effective  in 
September,  1970. 

b)  The  prima  factor  in  the  increase  in  Workshop 
and  Conference  Expense  Account  is  the  shared 
tuition  plan  for  graduate  study,  adopted  as  a 
result  of  collective  bargaining  in  1968. 

c)  The  Library  Consultant  and  Clerical  Account 
shows  a  sharp  increase  to  provide  for  the  full 
year  the  extended  hours  of  the  library  clerk, 
starting  in  September,  1970. 

d)  The  increase  of  $3730  in  the  Custodial  Services 
Account  reflects  in  part  the  provision  for  a 
full  year  of  additional  services  required  in 
September,  1969  ,  by  the  opening  of  the  Steward 
School  addition. 

The  average  pupil  enrollment  for  1969  was  970. 
Therefore,  a  gross  per  pupil  cost,  excluding  any  reim- 
bursements, based  on  the  appropriation  of  $528079  was 
$5kk' Ul-     The  !970  budget  of  $593732,  divided  by  the 
projected  average  enrollment  of  963,  yields  a  gross  per 
pupil  cost  of  $616.54. 

Collective  Bargaining 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  763 
of  the  Acts  of  1965,  a  three  member  bargaining  team; 
consisting  of  Donald  Cox,  Barbara  Hartford,  and  Thomas 
Leonard,  has  held  seven  bargaining  sessions  during  the 
fall  and  early  winter  with  representatives  of  the  Profes- 
sional Status  Committee  of  the  Topsfield  Teachers' 
Association.     Agreement  has  not  been  reached  to  date. 

The  bargaining  procedure  was  initiated  with  the 
exchange  of  proposals  on  September  30th,  the  final  date 
permitted  under  the  collective  bargaining  agreement. 
The  Association  presented  nine  proposals  which  generally 
sought  increased  fringe  benefits  such  as  more  liberal 
leave  policy  provisions,  improvement  in  working  condi- 
tions through  provision  by  the  system  of  more  ancillary 
services,  and  a  higher  basic  salary  schedule.  The 
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seven  committee  proposals  generally  sought  a  longer 
work  year  for  teachers,  the  assumption  of  greater 
responsibility  for  supervision  of  pupils  by  teachers, 
and  a  collective  bargaining  agreement  for  a  period 
greater  than  one  year.     Sessions  held  at  the  Proctor 
School  on  alternate  Mondays  have  seen  progress  made 
toward  a  common  ground  on  most  of  the  proposals.  How- 
ever, a  final  resolution  of  differences  is  yet  to  be 
achieved. 

Organization  and  School  Facilities 

A  major  milestone  was  reached  during  1969  with  the 
opening  of  additional  facilities  at  the  Steward  School. 
The  completed  building  project  resulted  in  the  addition 
of  eight  classrooms,  one  of  which  replaced  a  classroom 
to  become  part  of  the  expanded  library,  a  physical 
education  room,  a  remedial  reading  room,  a  teacher  work- 
room, and  the  renovation  of  the  original  library  and 
a  classroom  into  a  new  library  facility.     The  expanded 
plant  provides  a  modern,  functional  facility  of  adequate 
size  for  maximum  instructional  and  administrative 
efficiency. 

This  fine  school  plant  is  a  testimony  to  the 
interest  and  support  of  all  Topsfield  citizens.  Special 
note  must  be  made  of  the  major  contribution  of  the  Long 
Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee  members  in 
devoting  many  hours  of  time  and  effort  to  the  planning 
and  supervision  of  the  project.     Special  note  must  also 
be  made  of  the  interest  and  cooperation  of  the  members 
of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  availability  of  the  new  classrooms  made  possible 
the  transfer  of  some  120  pupils  from  the  Proctor  School 
to  the  Steward  School  in  September,  relieving  an  over- 
crowded condition  at  the  Proctor  School.     All  twenty 
classrooms  at  the  Steward  School  are  in  regular  use  as 
are  the  twenty-one  classrooms  at  the  Proctor  School. 
The  twenty-one  classrooms  at  the  Proctor  School  are  two 
fewer  than  the  number  in  use  during  the  previous  school 
year.    A  temporary  partition  was  removed,  making  one 
large  classroom  in  place  of  two  very  small,  substandard 
rooms.     Another  classroom  Has  converted  into  a  library, 
making  available  for  the  first  time  a  suitable  space 
for  that  facility.     Thus  the  Proctor  School  has  been 
significantly  upgraded  as  a  result  of  the  completion  of 
the  Steward  School  construction  project. 
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Curriculum  and  Instruction 


Boxford  initiated  a  public  kindergarten  program  in 
1969  and  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  draw  upon  Topsfield* s 
long-established  program  to  the  end  that  a  common  program 
emerge.     To  that  goal,  the  Topsfield  kindergarten 
teachers  and  the  administrative  personnel  of  both  towns 
met  in  a  series  of  meetings  during  the  1968-1969  school 
year.     A  result  of  these  meetings  was  the  updating  and 
some  revision  of  the  existing  curriculum  guides,  which 
revised  guides  have  become  the  basis  of  the  program  in 
both  Boxford  and  Topsfield.     The  Middleton  system,  in 
establishing  its  kindergarten  program,  also  drew 
heavily  on  the  same  curriculum  guides.     The  value  of 
these  meetings  was  so  evident  that  continuing  joint 
monthly  meetings  of  Boxford  and  Topsfield  kindergarten 
teachers  and  administrators  are  now  being  held  during 
the  current  school  year  to  the  end  of  improving  tech- 
niques and  procedures  for  working  with  these  children 
during  their  first  and  critical  exposure  to  public 
education . 

Movement  has  proceeded  more  fitfully  in  two 
curriculum  areas,  i.e.,  personal  growth  and  develop- 
ment, including  some  aspects  of  sex  education,  and  inter- 
group  relations,  which  is  concerned  with  ethnic  relations. 

Relative  to  the  topic  of  personal  growth  and  develop- 
ment, staff  members  at  the  elementary  level  in  Boxford, 
Middleton,  and  Topsfield  held  preliminary  discussions, 
reviewed  courses  of  studies,  secured  some  reaction  from 
the  public,  and  examined  available  instructional 
materials,  including  raahy  audio-visual  items,  in  their 
consideration  of  a  program  which  would  be  essentially  a 
downward  extension  of  the  existing  Masconoraet  program. 

However,  the  lengthy  examination  of  a  wide  variety 
of  instructional  materials  failed  to  find  any  that 
received  the  enthusiastic  approval  of  the  investigating 
staff  members.     The  several  discussions  showed  a  com- 
plete lack  of  unanimity  on  the  questions  of  need,  content, 
methodology,  appropriate  grade  levels,  and  amount  of 
staff  training.     Therefore,  a  decision  was  reached  to 
postpone  any  attempt  to  initiate  the  program  during  the 
1969-1970  school  year.     Rather,  a  determined  effort  will 
be  made  to  utilize  outside  resources  in  assisting  the 
local  staff  in  developing  a  program  which  will  meet 
with  full  approval  of  those  concerned.     This  program 
is  too  sensitive  to  be  developed  and  carried  on  in  other 
than  a  highly  appropriate  and  competent  fashion.  The 
wave  of  bitter  criticism  which  recently  broke  across 
the  country  lends  much  emphasis  to  our  conviction  that 
this  program  must  be  developed  with  great  care. 
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In  the  area  of  intergroup  relations,  there  has  been 
full  cognizance  of  the  critical  nature  of  this  problem 
facing  the  country  as  a  whole,  especially  in  the  major 
cities.     There  has  been  far  less  than  full  consensus 
among  staff  members  and  committee  members  as  to  how 
this  topic  should  be  dealt  with  in  our  small  suburban 
system,  a  lack  of  corsensus  which  is  widely  shared  in 
most  communities.     Certain  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Boxford-Topsf ield  staff  with  the  School  Committee's 
approval  toward  the  following  objectives: 

The  development  in  the  Boxford-Topsf ield  pupils  of: 

A  greater  awareness  of  races  and  cultures  other 
than  their  own,  especially  as  they  have  contributed 
to  the  development  of  the  national  culture. 

An  awareness  that  there  is  a  major  racial  problem, 
facing  the  country  today  and  an  understanding  of 
the  problem's  origin  and  development. 

A  start  toward  an  ability  to  live  in  a  multi -ethnic 
world  in  school,  college,  business,  sports,  and 
the  armed  services. 

The  steps  taken  include  the  presentation  of  the 
Green  Circle  Program  to  all  third  grade  classes  annually, 
a  presentation  designed  to  help  stimulate  and  reinforce 
positive  social  attitudes,  which  are  necessary  to  build 
a  world  where  all  men  can  live  together  as  brothers,* 
the  supplying  to  principals  of  substantial  bibliographies 
to  guide  them  in  making  purchases  of  resource  material;, 
the  evaluation  and  purchase  of  selected  audio-visual 
materials  for  use  at  teacher  discretion;  the  provision  to 
teachers  of  teaching  guides  developed  in  other  systems, 
which  guides  can  serve  as  excellent  resources. 

Still  to  be  done  is  the  difficult  development  of  a 
comprehensive  program  for  all  grades,  a  program  which 
would  gain  general  acceptance  by  the  public,  the  staff, 
and  the  School  Committee. 

Other  significant  steps  taken  during  the  year 
include  the  following: 

The  three  reading  specialists  in  the  school  union 
carried  on  a  comprehensive  testing  program  of  all 
kindergarten  children  during  the  spring,  both  public 
and  private  in  each  town,  as  well  as  those  five  year 
old  children  not  attending  school.     This  program  was 
designed  to  identify  the  children  with  potential 
academic  problems  and  to  point  out  what  were  the  specific 
academic  deficiencies.     During  the  summer  the  three 
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reading  specialists  worked  on  a  part-time  basis  in  an 
effort  to  organize  the  test  data  and  to  develop  program 
modifications,  which  would  afford  the  opportunities  of 
working  directly  toward  the  remediation  of  the  specific 
deficiencies  noted.     Their  recommendations  were  ineorpor^ 
ated  in  setting  up  the  first  grade  program  at  the  various 
sohools.     Preliminary  evaluation  appears  favorable  and 
further  work  along  this  line  is  planned* 

A  seoond  innovation  was  the  use  of  a  limited  number 
of  volunteer  tutors,  starting  in  the  fall.     One  or  two 
persons  at  each  sohool  are  assisting  the  instructor  of 
perceptually  handioapped  pupils  by  working  directly  with 
certain  children  twice  a  week  on  a  tutorial  basis.  Deep 
appreciation  is  expressed  to  those  persons  who  have 
been  so  willing  to  contribute  their  time  and  talent  in 
such  a  worthwhile  endeavor. 

A  third  project  was  the  work  of  the  English 
Curriculum  Coordinating  Committee.     This  committee  was 
comprised  of  staff  members  from  the  three  local  elemen- 
tary systems  and  Masconomet.     The  committee,  following 
considerable  study,  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  new 
basal  series  of  English  books  for  the  elementary  grades, 
the  American  Book  Company's  Our  Language  Today  Series, 
together  with  use  of  the  American  Book  Company1 s  Compos- 
ition Through  Literature  Series ,  and  the  Macmillan 
Company's  English  ComposTtion  Series  for  supplementary 
use .     These  recommendations  were  approved  by  the  School 
Committee . 

The  new  basal  aeries  was  put  into  use  at  the 
beginning  of  the  current  sohool  year  and  the  supple- 
mentary books  are  being  phased  in. 

Perhaps  overshadowing  these  locally-oriented 
programs  are  the  proposed  Minimum  Curriculum  Standards 
now  in  process  of  development  by  the  Department  oT 
Education.     Two  working  drafts  have  been  reviewed  by 
the  Committee  and  concern  is  felt  as  to  the  require- 
ments which  may  shortly  be  placed  upon  the  local  system. 
These  proposed  standards,  if  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  implemented  to  the  letter  and  in  haste, 
could  place  excessive  financial  burdens  upon  the  commun- 
ity.   Additional  personnel  and  new  facilities,  such  aa 
science  laboratory  facilities,  would  be  required  in  our 
schools.     Significant  curriculum  change  would  be  mandated. 
Requirements  of  other  agencies  would  become  part  of 
state  requirements,  i.e.,   the  standards  of  the  American 
Library  Association  for  collections,  personnel,  facilities, 
and  financing  would  be  considered  the  state  standards; 
audio-visual  materials  would  have  to  be  provided  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  meet  the  standards  as  stated 
under  Federal  Law  o9-10,  Title  II. 
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School  Lunch  Program 


The  long-established  school  lunch  program  is  an 
integral  and  important  part  of  the  elementary  school 
program.     More  than  sixty  percent  of  the  chilcren 
regularly  buy  the  hot  lunch.     The  price  of  a  lunch  to 
pupils  has  remained  at  the  level  of  $.25  for  more 
than  a  decade,  a  rare  thing  in  this  period.  Other 
receipts  include  a  $.09  per  plate  subsidy  from  federal 
funds.     In  addition,  certain  governmental  commodities 
are  made  available  for  a  small  service  charge  and  trans- 
portation costs.     During  the  past  years,  these  receipts 
have  been  sufficient  to  support  the  program,  including 
food  and  labor  costs  and  the  purchase  of  some  new 
equipment. 

Rising  food  costs,  rising  labor  costs,  and  some 
reduction  in  the  availability  of  certain  governmental 
commodities  have  necessitated  the  very  careful  manage- 
ment and  direction  of  the  program  to  avoid  a  program 
deficit  and  consequent  increase  in  price.     Yet,  the 
increasing  costs,  without  a  corresponding  revenue 
increase,  are  making  more  difficult  each  year  the  main- 
tenance of  a  favorable  balance.     The  profit  of  $713 
in  1966-67,  the  smaller  profit  of  $567  in  1967-68,  and 
the  loss  in  1968-69  of  $898  show  an  unfortunate  and 
perhaps  irreversible  trend.     The  first  three  months  of 
the  current  year  of  operation  show  a  small  balance. 
However,  it  is  highly  questionable  whether  this  balance 
can  be  maintained  over  the  entire  school  year.     If  the 
current  trend  continues,  consideration  will  have  to  be 
given  to  raising  the  price  of  the  lunch  or  assuming 
certain  lunch  program  costs  within  the  school  committee 
appropriation . 

Community  Activities 

The  two  school  plants  serve  many  community  and 
civic  purposes.     Town  Meetings,  School  Committee  Meetings, 
and  Long  Range  School  Planning  and  Building  Committee 
are  all  held  in  the  school  facilities.     Community  groups 
making  regular  use  of  the  buildings  include  the 
Topsfield  Athletic  Association,  the  Scouts,  the  Topsfield 
Rifle  Club,  the  Men's  Volleyball  Group,  and  the  Men's 
Basketball  Group.     Dance  Programs  are  carried  on 
regularly  undep  the  auspices  of  the  Pair  Town  Squares 
and  the  YMCA.     The  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  Junior 
Varsity  Baseball  team  used  the  Proctor  ball  fields  as 
did  the  Town  Team  and  Little  League.     The  Little  League 
also  used  the  Steward  School  ball  fields.    During  the 
summer  a  school -sponsored  summer  playground  program 
operated  at  the  Proctor  School 
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The  policy  of  the  School  Committee  is  to  make  the 
school  facilities  available  for  town  needs  to  the  fullest 
extent  possible  without  causing  interference  with  the 
school  program.     A  detailed  statement  of  the  policy  is 
available  to  interested  citizens.     Groups  wishing  to 
use  the  facilities  should  make  application  to  the 
principal  of  the  school  involved. 

Certain  expenditures  must  be  made  for  this 
community  use  of  school  buildings.     A  specific  budget 
account,  Reimbursable  Janitors'  Salaries,  provides  for 
payment  to  Custodians  required  to  work  overtime  for  this 
purpose.    Approximately  $1 800  will  have  been  expended 
from  this  account  in  1969.     In  addition  there  are  expend- 
itures for  other  costs,  which  are  significant  but  not 
clearly  identifiable  within  the  budget  such  as  those  for 
power,  fuel,  cleaning  and  maintenance.     Receipts  from 
rentals  throughout  the  year  will  total  approximately  $900. 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  continuing  school  health  program  is  an 
inconspicous  but  essential  part  of  the  total  school 
program.    Miss  Ruth  Barnard,  School  Nurse,  and  Doctor 
Clarence  Thornton,  School  Physician,  efficiently  carry 
on  the  many  facets  of  the  program.     Included  in  the 
school  health  services  are  t 


Physicial  Examinations 
Audiometer 

Vision  Tests 

Tuberculosis  Tine  Tests 

Diptheria-Tetanus  Immunization 
Influenza  Vaccine 


61+.  pupils 
all  pupils,  6 

referrals 
all  pupils,  3l|_ 
referrals 
pupils,  I4.I 
staff 
32  pupils 
School  Staff 


In  addition  to  the  above  services,  the  height  and 
weight  of  each  pupil  ase  recorded  annually.     Care  is  given 
ill  and  injured  pupils  until  their  parents  can  assume  the 
responsibility.    Minor  first  aid  is  administered  directly. 
A  "Lazy  Eye  Clinic"  was  offered  for  preschool  children 
in  the  spring  to  screen  children  for  that  problem  prior 
to  school  entrance.    Approximately  75  preschool  children 
had  such  a  test  and  necessary  referrals  were  made  in 
the  cases  of  three  children. 
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REGIONAL  COOPERATION 


During  the  past  ten  years,  a  continuing  effort  has 
been  made  to  assure  a  high  level  of  coordination  among 
the  three  local  elementary  systems  and  the  regional 
school.     The  need  for  such  effort  has  been  greater  than 
ever  in  view  of  Masconomet  school  construction  project 
and  the  fact  that  two  of  the  three  superintendents,  the 
Masconomet  and  the  Middle ton  chief  administrators,  are 
new  to  their  positions  and  the  systems  in  1969.  The 
requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education  Guidelines  on 
School  District  Organization,  to  be  discussed  et  some 
length  subsequently,  brought  about  the  need  for  the 
submittal  by  all  four  school  committees  of  a  plan  for 
meeting  the  standards  set  forth  in  the  guidelines.  Until 
such  plans  were  received  by  the  School  Building  Assistance 
Bureau,  that  agency  withheld  written  approval  of  the  then 
pending  Masconomet  construction  project.     The  plan, 
submitted  in  February,  essentially  detailed  the  delib- 
erations and  tentative  conclusions  of  the  Future 
Considerations  Subcommittee  at  that  time,  a  group  com- 
prising representatives  from  the  Boxford,  Masconomet, 
Middle ton,  and  Topsfield  School  Committees,  which  group 
has  been  studying  the  problem  of  school  district  organiza- 
tion for  some  time. 

The  three  superintendents  have  met  regularly  and 
other  personnel  have  been  brought  together  as  the 
occasion  demands.     One  such  example  is  the  work  of  the 
English  Curriculum  Coordinating  Committee,  detailed  pre- 
viously.    Another  instance  is  that  of  joint  bidding 
procedures  for  milk  and  for  fuel  oil  purchases.     It  was 
found  that  the  joint  bidding  on  milk  was  worthwhile. 
However,  the  joint  fuel  bidding  was  deemed  valueless  and 
separate  bids  were  subsequently  sought.     The  system  is 
now  in  the  second  year  of  a  three -year  bus  contract, 
which  brought  very  substantial  savings  from  joint  bidding 
procedures  and  the  use  of  the  Masconomet  buses  to  trans- 
port elementary  school  pupils. 


A  LOOK  AHEAD 

The  dramatic  rate  of  change  in  public  education 
during  the  past  few  years  shows  no  sign  of  abating.  The 
1960' s  have  seen  greatly  increased  federal  participation 
in  public  education  and  the  restructuring  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  "and  the  Department  of  Education,  with 
a  consequent  enlargement  of  the  state's  role  in  the 
operation  of  the  local  systems.     Circumscribing  the 
functioning  of  school  committees  from  another  direction 
has  occurred  with  the  rapid  development  of  teacher 
militancy  throughout  the  nation  generally  and  the 
oassage  of  collective  bargaining  legislation  in  the 
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Commonwealth.     Impinging  further  upon  the  traditional 
authorities  and  responsibilities  of  school  committees  has 
been  the  social  and  legal  attack  mounted  to  prohibit 
restrictions  on  the  civil  rights  and  personal  freedom  of 
individuals.     Major  curriculum  reorientation,  such  as 
modern  mathematics,  the  linguistic  approach  to  English, 
the  discovery  approach  in  science,  has  wrought  rapid 
change.     Emerging  programs  in  sex  education  and  ethnic 
issues  bring  not  only  change  but  also  controversy  which 
extends  far  beyond  the  academic  walls.     The  attempt  to 
apply  rapidly  developing  technological  advances  and  the 
systems  approach  to  school  operation  have  exerted  yet 
another  influence  which  has  helped  to  effect  the  vast 
changes  to  public  education  which  have  occurred  in  the 
past  decade. 

In  the  face  of  such  upheaval,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  that  further  change  of  such  rate  and  intensity 
can  continue.    Yet,  continue  it  doubtless  will. 

In  our  small  system  here,  apart  from  the  influence 
of  such  nation-wide  trends,  we  must  set  objectives  which 
can  guide  us  in  improving  our  program  or  making  more 
efficient  our  operation.     Among  these  objectives  for 
the  system  are : 

1 )     A  well-considered  and  effective  resolution  of 
the  question  of  school  district  organization.  The 
1968  Annual  Report  discussed  at  length  the  region- 
alization  movement  in  Massachusetts  and  the  local 
implication  of  the  guidelines  of  the  Board  of 
Education  which  mandate  a  K-1  2  school  district  of 
2000  or  more  pupils.     A  December,  1969  policy 
statement  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education  reaffirm- 
ed its  support  of  these  guidelines  and  put  into 
writing  for  the  first  time  the  statement  "...any 
local  or  regional  school  district  which  falls  below 
the  recommended  minima  for  adequate  school  district 
organization  (as  set  forth  in  the  'Guidelines') 
may  assume  that  proposals  for  construction  which  are 
inconsistent  with  adequate  school  district  organiz- 
ation will  not  be  eligible  for  state  aid." 

The  Future  Considerations  Subcommittee,  comprised  of 
two  representatives  each  from  the  Boxford, 
Masconomet,  Middleton,  and  Topsfield  School 
Committees,  has  wrestled  with  this    issue  of  a 
three -town,  K-1 2  organization  during  the  past  ti*o 
years.     The  Subcommittee  accepted  by  a  majority 
vote  a  report  recommending  a  movement  toward  immediate 
implementation  of  such  a  three-town,  K-1 2  organiz- 
ation by  amendment  of  the  Masconomet  Agreement  to 
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include  responsibility  for  all  grade  levels. 
However,  in  view  of  the  unanimous  opposition  of 
the  Topsfield  School  Committee  to  immediate 
implementation,  the  Masconomet  Regional  District 
Committee  decided  to  delay  any  movement  toward 
immediate  implementation,  and  urged  a  continuing 
dialogue  on  the  issue. 

2)  A  well-considered  resolution  of  the  question 
as  to  whether  our  town  should  participate  in  the 
proposed  regional  vocational  "-technical  school  now 
in  the  preliminary  stages  of  development.     Such  a 
school  would  probably  include  the  cities  of 
Beverly,  Peabody,  and  Salem  and  several 
surrounding  towns. 

3)  The  establishment  of  a  program  for  serving  our 
children  with  special  needs.     This  would  include 
children  who  are  mentally  retarded,  emotionally 
disturbed,  or  physically  handicapped.     At  present 
mentally  retarded  children  are  sent  to  special 
classes  in  neighboring  towns  on  a  tuition  basis. 
Emotionally  disturbed  children  may  be  placed  in 
residential "institutions,  day -care  institutions, 
or  given  some  small  amount  of  tutorial  assistance 
locally.    Provisions,  when  possible,  are  made  for 
physically -handicapped  pupils  here  on  an 
individual  basis. 

It  is  difficult  for  a  small  system,  with  limited 
enrollment  and  limited  resources,  to  provide  ade- 
quately for  such  pupils.     Therefore,  our  system  is 
considering  participating  with  the  Masconomet 
Regional  School,  the  other  two  Masconomet  regional 
towns,  Danvers,  and  Georgetown  in  the  establishment 
of  a  cooperative,  quasi -regional  system  for 
providing  these  special  services.     Initially,  the 
program  might  handle  only  mentally  retarded  pupils, 
with  the  expectation  of  an  expansion  to  include 
the  emotionally -disturbed,  and  the  physically- 
handicapped.    If  the  proposed  cooperative  program 
does  not  become  operative,  then  it  will  be 
imperative  to  establish  such  classes  locally. 

The  development  of  a  program  of  differentiated 
staffing.    Initially  such  a  program  would  be  limited 
to  the  employment  of  certain  personnel  to  do 
curriculum  work  during  the  summer.    This  would 
eventually  be  expanded  to  a  program  where  certain 
teachers  would  carry  greater  responsibilities  and 
work  for  varying  time  periods,  with  consequent 
salary  differentials. 
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5)     A  modified  curriculum  and  organization, 
which  would  focus  efforts  on  the  educational 
growth  of  individuals.    Parallel  with  such 
modifications  would  be  the  development  of 
reporting  procedures  consistent  with  the 
concept  of  continuous  progress  and  individual 
achievement  rather  than  geared  to  a  competitive 
mark  based  on  arbitrary  grade  standards. 
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NO-SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


No-school  announcements  will  be  broadcase  over  WBZ, 
WEEI  ,WHDH,  WESX,  WMLO ,  and  WHAV  between  7:00  and  7:30  a.m. 
if  there  is  no  school  for  the  day.     Announcements  regard- 
ing "No  School"  are  made  by  the  Boxford  Superintendent  for 
the  Boxford  Elementary  Schools  only.     Announcements  for 
the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  will  be  made  by  the 
Regional  Superintendent  and  will  be  designated  "Masconomet 
Regional  High  School." 

In  addition  three  long  blasts  will  be  given  on  the 
local  fire  alarm  at  1 'AS  a.m.  to  designate  no  school  for 
the  elementary  classes  (grades  Kindergarten  through  six) 
for  the  day.     A  similar  signal  at  10:1^.5  a.m.  will  indicate 
no  afternoon  kindergarten  session. 

During  stormy  or  extremely  cold  weather,  parents  are 
urged  to  exercise  their  own  judgement  in  sending  their 
children  to  school. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNIZATION 

The  law  now  requires  vaccination  against  small  pox  and 
immunization  against  diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus, 
measles,  and  poliomyelities  as  a  condition  of  school 
attendance.     A  child  may  be  admitted  upon  certification  by 
a  physician  that  the  health  of  the  child  would  be  en- 
dangered by  such  vaccination  or  immunizations.  Parents 
are  requested  to  attend  to  this  matter  prior  to  the  spring 
registration  for  Kindergarten  and  Grade  One  if  possible. 
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TEACHERS  DIRECTORY  -  JANUARY,  1969 


PROCTOR  SCHOOL 


Grade 

or 

Appoint- 

Name 

Subject 

ment 

College 

F.  Gilbert  Miller 

Principal 

1  960 

Boston  Univ. 

Shirley  A.  Joslyn 

Kindergarten 

1  961 

Plymouth  State 

Ann  Wi swell 

Kindergarten 

1 968 

Univ.  Mass. 

Mary  Ann  Hawkes 

Grade 

1 

1965 

Gorham  State 

Hazell  Pizzano 

Grade 

1 

1953 

Worcester  State 

Alice  B.  Warren 

Grade 

1 

1  9h2 

Salem  State 

June  Behrens 

Grade 

2 

1 9o9 

Boston  Univ. 

Martina  I.  Evans 

Grade 

2 

1967 

Salem  State 

Annalee  Piatt 

Grade 

2 

1  969 

Boston  State 

Eleanor  G.  Becker 

Grade 

3 

1  966 

Simmons  Coll . 

Carolyn  Brown 

Grade 

3 

1  968 

Gordon  Coll. 

Joan  V.  Ford 

Grade 

3 

1  961 

Smith  Coll. 

Elizabeth  D.  Salt 

Grade 

3-1+ 

1961*. 

Antioch  Coll. 

Clare  Campbell 

Grade 

k 

1951 

Salem  State 

Pauline  Cunningham 

Grade 

k 

1  959 

Northeastern 

Gloria  E.  Thurston 

Grade 

k 

1961+ 

Tufts  Coll. 

Lesley  A.  Rosie 

Grade 

5 

1967 

Coll.Misericcrdia 

Bruce  Vincent 

Grade 

5 

1965 

Salem  State 

Sallie  Wilbur 

Grade 

5 

1956 

Sargent  Coll. 

Edythe  B.  Balcomb 

Grade 

6 

1951; 

Boston  Univ. 

Kathleen  N.  Lilley 

Grade 

6 

1965 

Siena  Coll. 

Thomas  F.  Voyer 

Grade 

6 

1962 

Salem  State 

STEWARD  SCHOOL 


Earl  Peabody 
Martha  Gorman 
Barbara  Smith 
Melinda  Johnson 
Dorothy  Riley 
Janet  Svenson 
Susan  L.  Martjn 
Gwynneth  Rudolph 
Ruth  Toomey 
Barbara  Gray 
Mary  E.  Preston 
Ann  Wannamaker 
Barbara  S.  Deyo 
Sandra  Harris 
June  C.  Rendle 
William  Clark, Jr. 
Janet  Rider 
Helen  L.  Webster 
Sidney  S.  Berlin 
Kathryn  Eaton 
Alfred  B.  Jones 


Principal  1968 
Kindergarten  1 966 
Kindergarten    1 968 

Grade  1  1969 

Grade  1  1958 

Grade  1  1 961 

Grade  2  1965 

Grade  2  1969 

Grade  2  1960 

Grade  3  1969 

Grade  3  1 962+ 

Grade  3  1967 

Grade  jj.  1969 

Grade  ij.  1  969 

Grade  5  1  96I4. 

Grade  5  1  967 

Grade  5  1969 

Grade  5  1957 

Grade  6  1 969 

Grade  6  1  969 

Grade  6  1 960 


Washington  St. 
Colby  Coll. 
Univ.  Michigan 
Boston  Univ. 
Rhode  Island  Coll 
Lesley  Coll. 
Lesley  Coll. 
Louisiana  State 
Salem  State 
Radcliffe  Coll. 
Bridgewater  St. 
Ladycliff  Coll. 
Asbury  Coll. 
Gordon  Coll. 
Salem  State 
Salem  State 
Bridgewater  St. 
Salem  State 
Castleton  T.  Coll 
Wesleyan  Coll. 
Northeastern  Un. 
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Mary  S.  Shade 
Alice  P.  Boffetti 
Theodore  Michell 
Kathryn  Steams 
Emily  Dobrenchuk 
Jill  MacDonald 
Mary  Phillips 
Lois  Crane 
Linda  Rosenberg 
Ruth  Barnard 
Ruth  M.  Bell 


Art  1967 

Music  1 96k 

Instr. Music  1968 

Perc.Handi.  1968 

Phys.Ed.  1967 

Phys.Ed.  1969 

Reading  1 960 

SAC  1 962 

Speech  1966 

School  Nurse  191^7 

Cafe.Supr.  1959 


Wheelock  Coll. 
N.E.  Conservator/ 
Boston  Conservatory 
Kansas  City  Coll. 
Boston  Univ. 
Iowa  St. Univ. 
Castleton  Coll. 
Boston  Univ. 
Boston  Univ. 
Beverly  Hosp. 
Framingham  St. 
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Enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1969 


Grades 
K 
1 
2 
3 


Boys  Girls 


Total 


i 

6 


63  1+8 

79  58 

69  62 

71  82 

81*.  68 


111 
137 
131 
153 
152 
137 


76  61 


Flexible  Entering  Age  Policy 


Age  of  Admision  -  Children  entering  Kindergarten  must 
reach  their  fifth  birthday  by  October  31st  of  the  year 
in  which  they  enroll. 

Children  who  reach  their  fifth  birthday  in  the  three - 
month  period  immediately  following  (November  1  through 
January  31  )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful  completion 
of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the  school  system 
The  decision  of  the  school  administration  will  be  final 
and  binding. 

Children  entering  Grade  One  without  previous  successful 
public  school  kindergarten  experience  must  reach  their 
sixth  birthday  by  October  31  st  of  the  year  in  which  they 
enroll . 

Children  who  reach  their  sixth  birthday  in  the  three - 
month  period  immediately  following  (November  1  through 
January  31  )  will  be  enrolled  upon  successful  completion 
of  screening  procedures  administered  by  the  school  system 
The  decision  of  the  school  administration  will  be  final 
and  binding. 

Underage  first  grade  pupils  transferring  from  other 
school  systems  may  be  admitted  under  the  following 
conditions : 

(1 )  The  school  must  be  a  part  of  a  recognized 
accredited  school  system. 

(2)  In  every  case,  the  admission  of  underage  children 
shall  be  dependent  upon  the  fitness  of  the  child  to 
profit  by  the  appropriate  grade  program  of  the 
Topsfield  Public  Schools,  such  fitness  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

(3)  All  admissions  are  subject  to  a  probationary  period 
of  one  (1  )  term. 
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The  effective  date  of  this  policy  will  be  March  1,  1970 
and  will  be  first  applicable  to  pupils  entering  school 
in  September,  1970. 

During  the  first  year  of  its  operation,  the  provisions 
relative  to  the  enrollment  through  successful  completion 
of  screening  procedures  for  children  born  during  the 
period  from  November  1   through  December  31st  will  be 
permissive  in  nature. 


School  Census 

As  of  October  1 ,  1 969 

Number  between  5  and  7  years  of  age 
Number  between  7  and  11+  years  of  age 
Number  between  II4.  and  16  years  of  age 
Number  between  16  and  21  years  of  age 


Boys 

Girls 

1l|8 

118 

552 

1+85 

128 

137 

ikQ 

976 

181I9 
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Topsfield  Elementary  Schools 
Budget  1 970 


ADMINISTRATION 
School  Committee 

Salary  of  Clerk 

Other  Expense 
Superintendent's  Office 

Salary 

Salaries,  secretarial 
Supplies  and  Materials 
Other 

Travel -in-State 
Trave 1 -out -of -State 


INSTRUCTION 

Supervision 

Audio -Visual  Consultant 
Rinehart  Handwriting 

Principals 
Salaries 

Salaries,  secretarial 

Supplies 

Other  Expenses 
Teaching 

Salaries  -  Regular 

Salaries  -  Special 

Salaries  -  Substitute 

Salaries  -  Home  Bound 
Supplies  and  Materials 

Gene ral 

Consumable  Ins true .Mat ' Is . 
Physical  Education 
Music 

Remedial  Reading 
Pe  rc  ep tual ly -Handi  c  appe  d 
Workshop  &  Conf .  Expense 
Re  ading  Supr . -Trave 1 
Summer  School  -  Salaries 
Summer  School  -  Supplies 

Textbook  Program 

Basic  &  Supplemental 
Remedial  Reading 
Music 

Library  Services 

Consultant  &  Clerical  Serv 
Supplies  &  Materials 

Audio  Visual  Program 
Supplies  and  Materials 


Expended 
1969 


219.60 

10352.16 
61+57.72 
677.37 
11+0.90 
395.01+ 

TB37I+722 


Budget 
1970 


$  300.00 

i+oo.oo 

10678.00 
6707.00 
760.00 
100.00 
387.OO 
176.00 
$  19505.00 


-300  00  ffc 

•3no  no 

1000.00 

1 100.00 

P)i  ?1  0  Ji? 

<— '-{-  J>  !  ^  •  l-\-C 

26^1  7.00 

C-\J \    (   •  \J\J 

5309.38 

71+1+.0.00 

1+35.15 

66I+.OO 

31 .95 

1 60.00 

31  71 61+.  61+ 

36871+1 .00 

16129.62 

1 81+51 .00 

7523.00 

5760.00 

75.00 

1+00.00 

1+806.78 

5300.00 

1+509.86 

l+ool+.oo 

352.57 

1+00.00 

100.00 

282.1+3 

100.00 

100.00 

609.90 

3500.00 

25.20 

80.00 

800.00 

1250.00 

30.82 

100.00 

1+672.1+1+ 

31 66.00 

121  .77 

200.00 

150.08 

50.00 

2969.81+ 

i+671+.oo 

327.86 

275.00 

1621+.12 

600.00 
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Guidance  Services 

Supplies  &  Materials 

Psychological  Services 
Salary  -  Tester 

Education  Television 
Supplies  &  Materials 


OTHER  SCHOOL  SERVICES 
Attendance 

Attendance  Officer 

School  Adjustment  Counselor 

Other  Expense -SAC  Travel 
Health  Services 

Salary  -  Nurse 

Salary  -  Physician 

Supplies  &  Materials 

Other  -  Nurse  Travel 
Pupil  Transportation 
Contracted^  Services 

Regular  * 

Special  Class 

Educational  Trips 

Vocational 
Food  Services 

Salary  -  Cafeteria  Mgr. 

Salary  -  Lunchroom 


OPERATION  &  MAINTENANCE  -  PLANT 
Operation  of  Plant 
Custodial  Services 
Supplies  and  Mat' Is. 
Contingency 
Heating  -  Buildings 
Oil 

Gas  -  Proctor 
Utility  Services 
Light  &  Power 
Water 

Telephones  -  Schools 

Telephone  -  Administrative 
Maintenance  of  Plant 
Maintenance  of  Grounds 

Care  of  Grounds 

Waste  Removal 

Other  (Repair-Equip) 
Maintenance  of  Buildings 

Repair  and  Upkeep 
Specific 

Emergency 


Expended  Budget 
1 969  1970 


$         8?6.65  $  821+.00 

111+0.00  1^00.00 

639.75  61+0.00 

$    396219.23  $  1+56396.00 

$           10.00  $  10.00 

6170.62  6600.00 

35.20  50.00 

6688.1+0  7130.00 

800.00  860.00 

66. 1+1+  75.00 

95.10  100.00 

llj.976. 00  1  581+0.00 

21+1 6.30  2633.00 

813.87  1270.00 

170.25  300.00 

3871  .00  1+160.00 

7616.00  8535.00 

$     1+3729.16  $  1+7563.00 

$     28219.92  $  32050.00 

2739. 1+9  2650.00 

5839.31  6600.00 

11+17.69  1500.00 

81+96.22  8580.00 

390.80  590.00 

101+1+.93  1080.00 

211.51  235.00 

1+021+.05  3700.00 

101  .50  500.00 

102.56  50.00 

361+2.58  321+5.00 

695.72  1700.00 
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Expended 
1969 


Budge  t 
1970 


Maintenance  of  Equipment 

Schools  -  Specific                 $  109.65  $  315.00 

Schools  -Emergency  261.05  125.00 

Administrative  Office  63.20  58.00 

$  57360.15  $  62975.00 

COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
Civic  Activites 

Reimbursable  Janitors 

Salaries                               $  1556.06  $    1 832.00 
Summer  Playground 

Salaries  738.50  775.00 

Supplies  &  Mat' Is.  82.67  1 00.00 

$  2377.23  $  2707.00 

ACQUISITION  OF  FIXED  ASSETS 
Acquisition  of  Equipment 

Schools                                     $  3ij.65.57  $  ij.00.00 

Library  (new/add.)  1250.98  975.00 

Reolacement  of  Equip.  -  1  00 .00 

$  lj.716.55  $  U75.00 

PROGRAMS  WITH  OTHER  DISTRICTS 

Tuition  -  Elementary               $  1334«32  $  1500.00 

Tuition  -  Vocational  9^6 . 78  1430.00 

Tuition  -  Adult  Education  84.60  175.00 

$  2365.70  $  3105.00 

GRAND  TOTAL                                      $  5251 42.29  $593732.00 
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LONG  RANGE  SCHOOL  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 


To  the  People  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  Massachusetts: 

For  the  calendar  year  1969  the  primary  goal  of  the  Long  Range  School 
Planning  and  Building  Committee  has  been  to  oversee  the  completion 
of  the  addition  to  the  Steward  School.    At  a  Special  Town  Meeting  in 
June  1968  $409,000.  was  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  an  addi- 
tion, together  with  $25,000.  appropriated  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in 
March  1968.    Ground  was  broken  in  June  1968  and  the  first  use  of  the 
classrooms  began  with  the  new  school  year  in  September  1969.  The 
Committee  co-sponsored  an  Open  House  on  September  25,  1969  with  the 
Steward  School  Parent -Teachers  Association  to  tour  the  new  facili- 
ties.   Anybody  who  was  not  able  to  examine  the  new  addition  is  wel- 
come to  do  so  by  contacting  the  Principal  of  the  Steward  School. 

It  is  our  present  projection  that  it  may  be  possible  to  return 
approximately  two  thousand  dollars  to  the  Town,  even  though  the  Com- 
mittee has  made  every  effort  to  see  that  the  Steward  School  is  pro- 
perly equipped,  including  substantial  repairs  to  the  existing  septic 
system.    However,  if  the  Town  votes  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds 
to  build  two  tennis  courts  at  the  Steward  School  (an  Article  for  this 
purpose  is  being  co-sponsored  with  the  Recreation  Committee  at  the 
1970  Annual  Town  Meeting)  this  excess  cash  will  reduce  the  impact  of 
the  additional  expenditure. 

Our  secondary  goal  during  1969  has  been  to  locate  a  future  school 
site  for  a  third  elementary  school.    A  school  site  sub -committee  has 
been  formed  from  among  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  they  are 
presently  viewing  possible  sites.    During  the  spring  of  1969  one 
site  was  tested  and  was  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  school  construc- 
tion, but  we  expect  to  conduct  some  soil  tests  at  a  number  of  sites 
during  1970. 

Although  we  continue  to  investigate  possible  sites,  the  annual  en- 
rollment projections  supplied  to  the  Committee  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Elementary  Schools  indicates  the  need  for  a  new  school  may  not 
be  necessary  until  the  middle  1970 's.    The  projection  method  used  is 
based  on  the  average  annual  increase  in  the  number  of  pre -school 
children.    The  system  is  far  from  fool-proof,  but  it  has  proved  to 
be  useful  in  the  past. 

The  Committee  is  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Herbert  A.  Rouisse,  in  parti- 
cular, and  his  staff  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  us  during  the 
year.    We  also  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Alvah  H.  Balentine  for  his 
attendance  at  our  meetings  as  a  representative  of  the  Planning  Board, 
although  not  an  official  member  of  our  Committee. 

Unfortunately,  Mrs.  Frederika  K.  Joy' found  it  necessary  to  resign 
from  the  Committee  in  December  after  many  years  as  a  very  active  mem- 
ber, as  well  as  being  Chairman  for  the  last  three  years.    On  behalf 
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of  the  Town  we  extend  our  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Joy  for  her  loyal  and 
dedicated  service.    In  addition  the  Moderator  appointed  Mr.  Thomas 
H.  Hicks  to  replace  Mr.  Louis  Tremblay  who  moved  from  Topsfield 
after  three  years  as  an  active  member  of  the  Committee. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  A.  WILSON,  Chairman 

ROBERT  E.  HARTFORD,  Vice  Chairman 

GERALD  F.  ROURKE,  Secretary 

DONALD  H.  COX 

THOMAS  H.  HICKS 

RICHARD  R.  SMITH 

MRS.  BETH  E.  WARREN 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT 
December  31,  1969 


NUMBER  OF  PARCELS  ASSESSED 


Total  1500 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  PERSONAL  ESTATE 

Stock  in  Trade  $417,275.00 
Machinery  50,710.00 
All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  552,020.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $  1,020,005.00 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  REAL  ESTATE 

Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  $  4,132,024.00 

Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  19,982,831.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  $24,114,855.00 

TOTAL  VALUATION  OF  ASSESSED  ESTATE  $25,134,860.00 
TAX  RATE  PER  $1,000.  =  $56.00 

TAXES  FOR  STATE;  COUNTY,  AND  CITY  OR  TOWN  PURPOSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAY 
On  Personal  Estate  $  57,120.28 

On  Real  Estate  1,350,431.76 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  $  1,407,552.04 

NUMBER  OF  LIVE  STOCK  ASSESSED 

Horses  (1  year  old,  or  over)  66 

Pony  1 

Neat  Cattle:     (1  year  old,  or  over) 

Cows  (Milch)  55 

Bulls,  5  Yearlings:    heifers,  100  105 

Goats  10 

Sheep  (6  months  old,  or  over)  38 

Mink  400 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  OF  LAND  ASSESSED  6,027.02 
NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  ASSESSED*  1,285 


*Each  building  used  as  a  dwelling  counted  as  ONE  without  regard 
to  the  number  of -families  housed. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true  copy  of 
the  TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES  according  to  our  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
SUBSCRIBED  THIS  15TH  DAY  OF  OCTOBER,  1969,  UNDER  THE  PENALTIES  OF 
PERJURY. 

1969  Cars  registered  3,283 

Commissioner's  Value. . .$2,616,720.00 
Excise  Tax  $  158,395.42 

JOHN  B.  GAMANS,  Chairman 
ANTONIO  D'AGOSTINO 
CHARLES  E.  PETHYBRIDGE 
Board  of  Assessors 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  -  January  1,  1969  $  514,941.40 

Federal  Government  and 
Ccmmonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Old  Age  Assistance  -  Medical  Assistance  612.19 
Valuation  Basis  -  Income  -  Corporation  Tax 

20%  Sales  and  Use  Tax  94,328.81 

School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  -  80%  Sales  Tax  172,670.33 

School  Building  Assist. -  Construction  32,956.13 

Title  I  -  8910  3,826.00 

Transportation  5,840.32 

Vocational  Education  212.38 

Federal  Aid  #874  7,157.00 

School  Lunch  Reimbursement  11,094.46 

Immunization  Assistance  Program  300.00 

State  §  Federal  Aid  -  Regional  School  25,723.75 

Chapter  69-71  5,813.39 

Library  Aid^  837.75 

Corporation  Tax  27.64 

Loss  of  Taxes  8,494.08 

Highway  -  Chapter  81  13,200.00 

Chapter  90  16,695.79 

Improvement  Loan  3,741.63 

National  Defense  Education  III  956.50 

Veterans'  Benefits  5,779.77 

Disabled  Veterans '  Refunds  448.00 

Collector  of  Taxes : 

Real  Estate  -  Personal  -  Motor  Vehicle  1,530,525.56 

Tax  and  Motor  Vehicle  Interest  1,844.40 

Filing  Liens  438.12 

Water  Rates  52,517.66 

Construction  §  Connections  Fees  -  Misc.  3,040.66 

County  of  Essex 

Ipswich  Street  5,856.28 

Dog  Fund  Reimbursement  747.41 

Court  Fines  550.00 

Cemetery  Department 

Care  -  Burial  -  Endowments  -  Foundations 

and  Sale  of  lots  4,561.00  2,010,597.01 

Carried  forward  $2,525,538.41 
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Total  Receipts  Carried  Forward 


$2,525,538.41 


Library 
Book  Fines 
Non- Residents 
School  Reimbursement 


1,315.17 
307.00 
600.00 


Schools 
Cafeteria 

Woodbury  Auditorium  Rent 

Summer  School  and  Yearly  Tuitions 

Book  fines  -  personal  calls 

County  Retirement 
Federal  Withholding  Taxes 
State  Withholding  Taxes 


26,586.25 
1,109.00 
413.75 
89.29 

11,393.53 
102,197.35 
18,374.58 


Building  Fees  1,376.00 

Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance  8,641.13 

Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield  Insurance  O.M.E.  408.48 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  749.24 

By-Laws  -  Maps  -  Street  Lists  119.15 

Dog  Licenses  1,317.75 

Clinic  160.50 

Disposal  Installers  Permits  150.00 

Gas  Permits  371.50 

I.  D.  Cards  2.00 

Firearms  I.  D.  Cards  112.00 

Insurance  Refunds  -  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  620.98 

Insurance  Refunds  -  Shade  Trees  35.00 

Insurance  Refunds  -  School  593.59 

Licenses  -  Miscellaneous  §  Food  Permits  608.50 

Planning  Board  15.00 

Percolation  Tests  825.00 

Pistol  Permits  94.00 

Plumbing  Permits  571.00 
Reimbursements : 

Civil  Defense  -  Snow  Reimbursement  781.39 

3M  Copies  321.40 

B.T.W.  District  $  Vets'  Serv.  Tel.  Refund  133.37 

Shade  Tree  -  Brush  Chips  25.00 

Plowing  State  Roads  474.02 

Insurance  Indemnity  -  Police  96.69 

Insurance  Indemnity  -  Highway-Fife  140.00 

Overpayments  804. 77 


Carried  forward 


$2,707,471.79 
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Total  Receipts  Carried  Forward 


$2,707,471.79 


Security  Nat'l.  Bank  -  Short  Term  Notes  700,000.00 

Tax  Sheltered  .Annuities  4,140.00 

Trust  Funds  5,965.47 

Wire  Inspection  Fees  1,598.50 

Zoning  Board  of  .Appeals  -  Requirement  60.00 
Putnam,  Coffin  §  Burr  -  Steward  School  Add.  140,000.00 

State  House  Note  2,300.00 

Premium  §  Interest  679.86 

Blair  §  Company  -  New  Fire  House  115,000.00 

Premium  §  Interest   172.19  969,916.02 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  3,677,387.81 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Januarv  Warrant  1-6  Inc.  $  166,385.64 

February  7-10  156,502.20 

March  11-14  366,452.41 

April  15-18  108,119.73 

May  19-23  375,458.90 

June  24-27  192,640.01 

July  28-31  114,545.64 

August  32-36  342,695.49 

September  37-40  99,249.54 

October  41-45  208,727.95 

November  46-49  1,027,915.50 

December  50-55  195,245.50 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS  3,355,936.53 

Cash  Balance  -  December  31,  1969  $  323,451.48 


Alice  F.  Castle,  Treasurer 
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TOW  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 
year  ending 
December  31,  1969 

Year     Department  Outstanding    Collected    Abatements  Outstanding 


12/31/68 

12/31/69 

1905  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

49 

50 

- 

49 

50 

1966  Personal  Property 

77 

91 

*■ 

26 

46 

51 

45 

Cemetery  Department 

10 

00 

10 

00 

- 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

455 

61 

5 

00 

221 

65 

228 

96 

1967  Real  Estate 

948 

15 

24 

50 

923 

65 

Personal  Property 

36 

75 

36 

75 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

2739 

44 

867 

90 

533 

30 

1338 

24 

1968  Real  Estate 

17685 

10 

14185 

30 

3499 

80 

Personal  Property 

148 

20 

101 

40 

46 

80 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

14921 

67 

14921 

67 

Med.  Aid  Assistance 

180 

64 

180 

64 

School  Dept. 

81 

25 

81 

25 

Water  Dept.  Rates 

2792 

96 

2792 

96 

Water  Connections 

2019 

96 

2019 

96 

Cemetery  Dept. 

195 

00 

10 

00 

185 

00 

Sub -Totals : 

$42342.14 

35200 

58 

781 

41 

6360 

15 

Year  Department  Committed  Collected  Abatements  Outstanding 
 1969  12/31/69 


1968  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  12808.46 

702 

46 

2588 

80 

9517 

20 

1969  Real  Estate 

1357084.56 

1304542 

46 

35576.80 

16965 

30 

Personal  Property 

57120.28 

56645 

96 

42 

00 

432 

32 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  158395.42 

138238 

37 

14068 

39 

6088 

66 

Cemetery  Dept. 

40.00 

40 

00 

Med.  Aid  Assistance 

172.62 

172 

62 

School  Dept. 

1755.50 

1456.50 

299 

00 

Water  Dept.  Rates 

53393.43 

49624 

30 

3769 

13 

Water  Connections 

723.11 

602 

06 

121 

05 

Sub -Totals: 
GRAND  TOTALS: 

$1641493.38 

1551984 

73 

52275 

99 

37232 

66 

$1683835.52 

1587185 

31 

53057 

40 

43592 

81 

LESLIE  B.  FALES 
Town  Collector 
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ACCOUNTANT'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1969 


TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS 


Current  Year: 


r  erboiidi 
Real  Estate 

do , . yu 
1,304,766.46 

1,361,412.42 

Previous  Years : 

Personal 
Real  Estate 

101.40 
14,209.80 

14,311.20 

Motor  Excise: 

Year  1966 
Year  1967 
Year  1968 
Year  1969 

5.00 
867.90 
15,624.67 
138,304.37 

154,801.94 

From  State  and  Corporation 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Corporation  and  Meals  Tax 
State  Tax 

27.64 
94,328.81 

94,356.45 

Licenses 

and  Permits 

Temporary  Food  Service  Permits 

Victuallers 

Junk 

Overnight  Cabins 
Sunday  Licenses 
Gas  Registration 
Store  License 
Milk  and  Cream 
Pistol  Permits 
Miscellaneous  Licenses 
Motor  Vehicle  Sales 
Miniature  Golf  §  Bowling 

365.00 
11.00 
5.00 
1.00 
134.00 
5.50 
5.00 
5.50 
94.00 
13.00 
10.00 
54.50 

703.50 

Carried  Forward 

1,625,585.51 
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Brought  Forward 


1,625,585.51 


Grants  and  Gifts 

From  Federal  Government: 

Medical  Aid  258.93 

Federal  School  Aid  -  P.  L.  874  7,157.00 
School -National  Defense  Ed. 

P.  L.  874  956.50 

School-Title  1-89-10  3,826.00  12,198.43 

From  State: 

Medical  Aid  353.26 

School  Reimbursement  #1068  12,377.20 

Reimbursement  -  Loss  of  Taxes  8,494.08 

Highway  Chap.  81  Maintenance  13,200.00 

Highway  Chap.  90  Construction  16,695.79 

School  Aid  -  Vocational  212.38 

School  Transportation  5,840.32 
School  Aid  -  Chapter  70  172,670.33 
Reimbursement  -  Chapter  760 

Library  837.75 

Veterans'  Benefits  5,779.77 

Spec.  Edu.  Prog.  Chap.  69-71  5,813.39 

Highway  Improvement  Loan  3,741.63 

Corp.  §  Tax  Disabled  Veterans  448.00 

School  Bldg.  Ass is.  Comm.  14,780.16 

Vaccine  Assistance  Program  230.00 

Health  Department  70.00 

Misc.  School  Assistance  5,798.77 
Federal  State  Aid- Regional 

Sch001  __jS,723.7S  293,066.58 

From  County: 

Reimbursement  -  Dog  Fund  747.41 

Court  Fines  550.00 

Highway  =Chapter  90  5,856.28  7,153.69 

General  Government 

Collector  -  Tax  Liens  438.12 

Dog  Clinic  160.50 
Sale  of  Resident  Lists,  By-Laws  §  Maps  120.15 

Building  Fees  1,376.00 

Percolation  Tests  825.00 

Gas  Permits  371,.  50 

Police  Dept.  -  Accident  Reports  321.40 

Police  Dept.  -  Gun  Registration  112.00 

Brush  Chipper  25.00 

Carried  Forward  1,938,004.21 
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Brought  Forward 


1,938,004.21 


General  Government  (continued) 

Telephone  Reimb.  -  Health  District  113.37 

Plowing  Refund  -  State  474.02 

Plumbing  Permits  571.00 

Wiring  Permits  1,598.50 

Installer's  Permits  150.00 

Zoning  Board  60.00 

Planning  Board  15.00 

Civil  Defense  -  Snow  expense  refunds  781.39 


7,512.95 


Water  Department 


Water  Rates 

Water  Construction  Fees 
Water  Connections 


52,089.14 
2,009.18 
1,260.00 


55,358.32 


School 


School  Lunch  Receipts  26,586.25 

School  Lunch  Reimbursements  -  State  11,094.46 

School  Tuition  413.75 

School  Gym  Rent  1,109.00 
Misc.  Sale  of  Supplies  §  Pers. 

Tel.  Calls  89.29 


39,292.75 


Library 


Fines 

Non-Resident  Fees 
School  Reimbursement 


1,315.17 
307.00 
600.00 


2,222.17 


Cemeteries 


Sale  of  Lots 

Reimbursement  -  Care  of  Lots 
Reimbursement  -  Burials 
Bequests  -  Endowments 
Foundations 

Interest  on  Deferred  Taxes 
Carried  Forward 


602.00 
20.00 
1,605.00 
2,047.00 
87.00 


4,361.00 
1,844.40 
2,048,595.80 
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Brought  Forward 


2,048,595.80 


Unclassified 


Town  of  Amherst  -  Kindergarten 

Refund  20.00 

County  Retirement  Board  11,393.53 
Federal  Withholding  Tax  102,194.25 

State  Withholding  Tax  18,374.09 

Dog  Licenses  for  County  1,317.75 

Indemnity  Refunds  -  Insurance  865.28 
Blue  Cross  §  Boston  Mutual  Life  Ins.  10,419.83 

Re£unds  -  Duplicate  Payments,  etc.  902.69 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities  4,140.00 


149,627.42 


Trust  Funds 


Annan  Pingree  Charity  Fund  388.79 

David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  613.25 

General  Library  Fund  507.09 

John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  949.69 

Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  252.94 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  2  693.52 

South  Side  Cemetery  Perp.  Care  Fund  360.81 

George  Francis  Dow  Library  Fund  94.38 

Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  40.00 

George  Gould  Cemetery  Account   265 .00 


6,165.47 


Loans 


Steward  School  Addition  Loan  142,300.00 

1969  New  Fire  House  Loan  115,000.00 

Premiums  176.63 

Interest  675.42 
Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation 

of  Revenue  700,000.00 


Total  Receipts 

Cash  Balance  January  1 


1969 


958,152.05 

3,162,540.74 
514,941.40 


TOTAL 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
PAYMENTS 
Town  Officers'  Salaries 

December  31.  1969 


Moderator 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Selectmen 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Accountant 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Treasurer 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Collector 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Assessors 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Trust  Fund  Clerk 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Town  Clerk 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Planning  Board  -  Clerk  and  Chairman 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Total  Town  Officers 1  Salaries 

Carried  Forward 


$  30.00 
30.00 


1,500.00 
1,500.00 


600.00 
600.00 


3,500.00 
3,500.00 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


50.00 
50.00 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 


600.00 
600.00 


$  30.00 

1,500.00 

600.00 

3,500.00 

3,000.00 

3,000.00 

50.00 

1,000.00 

600.00 

$13,280.00 
$13,280.00 
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Brought  Forward 


$13,280.00 


Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Town  Hall  Clerks  $13: 523.67 

Office  Supplies  and  Equipment  820.35 

Selectmen: 

Printing,  postage  and  books  $  236.81 

Association  Dues  54.00  290.81 

Accountant : 

Supplies  and  postage  55.38 

Association  Dues   5.00  60.38 

Treasurer: 

Printing,  postage,  stationery  881.10 

Vault  Rental  13.00 

Surety  Bond  141.00 

Association  Dues  5.00 

Recording  Fee  21.00  1,061.10 

Town  Collector: 

Printing,  postage  and  supplies  949.00 

Surety  Bonds                    "  255.00 

Association  Dues   5.00  1,209.00 

Zoning  Board  -  Advertising  33.00 

Town  Counsel  4,208.77 

Finance  Committee: 

Clerical  231.00 

Dues  20.00 

Supplies  5.50  256.50 

21,463.58 

Carried  Forward  $21,463.58  $13,280.00 
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Brought  Forward 


$21,463.58  $13,280.00 


.Assessors : 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  $  400.11 

Attending  Meetings  §  Mileage  133.60 

Association  Dues  30.00 

Abstracting  Deeds  158.82  722.53 

Town  Clerk: 

Dues  13.00 

Printing,  postage  §  supplies  206.50 

Bond                             "  10.00  229.50  22,415.61 

Appropriated  26,000.00 

Expended  22,415.61 

Balance  Carried  Forward  3,584 . 39 

Elections : 


Registrars 

400 

00 

Election  Officers 

560 

25 

Printing,  postage 

789 

83 

Misc.  Labor  §  Clerical  Expense 

549 

95 

Warrants  and  Ballots 

394 

40 

Food 

45 

79 

Constable 

50 

00 

Supplies 

17 

26 

Sound 

125 

00 

Chairs 

94 

00 

Rent 

200 

00 

3,226 

Appropriated  3-3-67  2,000.00 
Appropriated  10-1-69  600.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  626.48 
Expended  3,-226.48 

Census  Listing  371.00 

Appropriated  400.00 

Expended  371.00 

Transferred  to  Revenue  29.00 

Insurance  Committee  Clerk  200.00 

Appropriated  200.00 

Expended  200.00   

Carried  Forward  $39,493.09 
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Brought  Forward 


$39,493.09 


Town  Hall  Furnishings: 

Balance  brought  forward  $  98.05 

Town  Hall: 

Janitor's  Services  $  2.160.00 

Fuel  1,321.20 

Lights  1,496.17 

Supplies  177.68 

Repairs  242.64 

Decorating  35.00 

Water  40.00  5,472.69 

Appropriated  10,000.00 
Expended  5,472.69 
Balance  carried  forward  4,527.31 

Selectmen's  Special: 

Golden  Agers'  Trip  84.00 

Recording  Deeds  15.00 

Printing,  flyers,  mailing  269.02 

Police  Survey  1,300.20 

By-Laws  230.00 

Legal  Fees  -  Maryknoll  502.75  2.400.97 

Appropriated  3,000.00 
Expended  2,400.97 
Transferred  to  Revenue  599.03 

Civil  Defense: 

Director's  Salary  200.00 

Director's  car  expense  268.59 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  88.' 53 

Communications  Equipment-New  1,001.35 

Misc.  Supplies  '  100."  14 

Electricity  5^3 

1969  Snow  Storm  975! 89 

Communications  -  Maintenance  66.' 40  2,706.13 

Balance  brought  forward  19.26 
Appropriated  2,200.00 
Reimbursements  781.39 

3, 000.' 65 

Expended  2,706.13 
Balance  carried  forward  294.52 

Carried  Forward  $50,072.88 
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Brought  Forward 


$50,072.88 


Communications  Center: 
Wages 
Telephone 

Radio  Equipment -New 

Misc.  Office  Supplies  §  Equipment 

Misc.  Supplies 


$17,906.80 
1,963.48 
139.70 
340.95 
105.79 


20,456.72 


Appropriated 

Telephone  Reimbursement 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 


$21,142.00 
113.37 
21,255.37 
20,456.72 
798.65 


1967  Town  Hall  Remodelling: 
Balance  brought  forward 
Balance  carried  forward 


165.84 
165.84 


Police  Department: 

Police  Chief's  Salary 
Police  Duty- 
Cruiser  Maintenance 
Dues 

Telephone 

Clothing,  Guns,  etc. 

Accident  Insurance 

Painting  Crosswalks 

Radio  Maintenance  §  New  Equipment 

Office  Supplies  §  Equipment 

Police  Education 

Misc.  Supplies 

Attending  Meetings 

Signs 


Appropriated 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

Insurance  Indemnity 

Expended 

1969  New  Cruiser 

Appropriated 

Expended 


51,620.00 
1,999.26 
96.69 


53 

53. 


715.95 
715.95 


3,000.00 
3,000.00 


8,580.00 
33,439.50 
5,427.03 
40.00 
166.15 
1,012.03 
311.70 
693.00 
2,689.82 
627.70 
417.50 
89.02 
90.50 
132.00 


53,715.95 


3,000.00 


1969  New  Fire  Station 
Appropriated 
Expended 
Carried  forward 


130,000.00 
35,643.46 
94,356.54 


35,643.46 


1969  Fire  Station  Bond  Expense 
Accrued  Interest  §  Premium  Received 


Expended 

Balance  carried  forward 


172.19 
123.00 


49.19 


123.00 


Carried  forward 


163,012.01 
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Brought  Forward 


$163,012.01 


Building  Inspector  2,000.00 
Appropriated  $  2,000.00 

Expended  2,000.00 

Gas  Inspector  348.50 

Appropriated  800.00 

Expended  348.50 

Transferred  to  Revenue  451. 50 

Plumbing  Inspector  421.00 

Appropriated  800.00 

Expended  421.00 

Transferred  to  Revenue  379.00 

Wire  Inspector  1,754.00 

Appropriated  1,500.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  254. 00 

Expended  1,754.00 

Fire  Department: 

Chief  $  2,500.00 

Misc.  Personnel  Salaries  1,300.00 

Call  Men  8,808.00 

Steward's  Salary  1,500.00 

Misc.  Supplies  §  Oxygen  273.45 

Equipment  Repairs -Apparatus  627.71 

Gas,  Oil,  Batteries  373.93 

Fuel  930.69 

Lights  524.69 

Insurance  413.35 

Water  44.00 

Printing  Supplies  114.26 

New  Equipment  1,679.21 

Radio  79.06 

Building  Repairs  36.75 

Use  of  Car  350.00 

Dues  14.00 

Monitors  502.00  20,071.10 

Appropriated  19,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  650.00 

20,150.00 

Expended  20,071.10 
Transferred  to  Overlay  Reserve  78.90 

Carried  Forward  $187,606.61 
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Brought  Forward 


Dog  Fund 

.Appropriated  300.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  165. 00 

Expended  465.00 

Dog  Officer's  Expenses 

Appropriated  700.00 

Expended  700.00 

Town  Forest 

Appropriated  250.00 

Transferred  to  Revenue  250.00 


Water  Department: 

Superintendent  7,436.41 

Clerk  3,534.60 

Electricity  4,778.70 

Stock  Supplies  5,875.04 

Office  Supplies  863.69 

Telephone  248.65 

Misc.  Labor  3,726.75 

Equipment  Rental  618.50 

Maintenance  of  System  3,254.71 

Truck  Maintenance  1,012.95 

Maintenance  §  Heat,  Pump  House  844.00 

Engineering  Services  2,586.68 

Dues  15.00 

Bond  8.00 

Fluoride  466.77 


Appropriated  39,277.00 

Expended  55,220.45 

Balance  Carried  Forward  4,006.55 

Water  Dept.  -  Land  Purchase 

Balance  Brought  Forward  133.48 

Balance  Carried  Forward  153.48 


1966  Additional  Wellfields  §  Station 


Balance  Brought  Forward  25,963.53 

Expended  22,487.34 

Balance  Carried  Forward  3,476.19 

Water  Department  -  1967 

Balance  Brought  Forward  19.88 

Balance  Carried  Forward  19.88 


Carried  Forward 
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Brought  Forward 


$246,529.40 


1969  Brush  Chipper 
Appropriated 

Duplicate  Payment  Returned 

$  4,500.00 
6.00 

4,316 

Expended 

4,506.00 
4,316.50 

Balance  Carried  Forward 

189.50 

Water  Department  -  1969  Truck  Chassis 

Appropriated  2,500.00 
Expended  2,500.00 

2,500 

1966  Water  Mains  -  Campmeeting  Rd 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Transfer  to  1969  Water  Pipe 
Installation-Perkins  Row 

2,683.19 
2,683.19 

Moth  Department  -  Truck  Rental 
Appropriated 
Expended 

400.00 
400.00 

400 

Poison  Ivy  Eradication 
Appropriated 
Transferred  to  Revenue 

200.00 
200.00 

Moth  Department 

Superintendent  $  160.00 
Labor  388.20 
Contract -Spraying  §  Trimming  165.00 
Insecticides  703.05  1,416.25 

Appropriated  1,430.00 
Expended  1,416.25 
Transferred  to  Revenue  13.75 

Municipal  Services  Committee  9,587.64 
Appropriated  9,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  87.64 
Expended  9,587.64 

9,587.64 

Conservation  Commission  8,743.87 
Balance  Brought  Forward  5,623.87 
Appropriated  3,120.00 

8,743.87 

Expended  24.25 
Deposited  in  Savings  Bank  8,719.62 
Balance  8,743.87 

Sanitation  Committee 

Balance  Brought  Forward  3,324.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  3,324.00 

Carried  Forward  $273,493.66 
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Brought  Forward 


$273,493.66 


Dutch  Elm  Beetle  Suppression 

Contract -Spraying  §  Removing  $  2,159.75 

Superintendent  60.00 

Labor  1,391.80 

Insecticides  533.81 

Equipment  §  Repairs  286. 80 

Appropriated  4,400.00 

Overpayment  22.35 

Reserve  Forwarded   29.81 

Expended  4,452.16  4,452.16 

Water  Department  -  Perkins  Row  Extension  8,846.34 
Transferred  from  Campmeeting  Rd.  Balance 

$  2,683.19 

Appropriated  7,316.81 

10,000.00 

Expended  8,846.34 
Balance  Carried  Forward  1,153.66 

Shade  Tree  Department 

Labor  2,380.90 

Contract -Tree  Surgeons  1,368.00 
Equipment  §  Repairs  88.01 
Dues^  5.00 
Gas  40.73  3,882.64 

Appropriated  3,850.00 

Insurance  Indemnity   35.00 

3,885.00 

Expended  3,882.64 
Transferred  to  Revenue  2.36 

Health  Department 

Garbage  Collection  2,576.74 

Health  Agent  250.00 

Dog  Clinic  130.00 

Dog  Health  Department  30.00 

Flu  §  Polio  Vaccines  §  Clinics  759.83 

Sanitary  Engineer  305.00 

Office  Forms  $  Dues  122.58 

Equipment  Rental  100.00 

Animal  Inspector  §  Expenses  452.50 

Advertising  26.75 

B-T-W  Health  District  4,800.00  9,523.40 

Appropriated  12,400.00 
Duplicate  Payment  21.45 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  359.10 


Expended  9,523.40 
Trfd  to  San  Landfill 

3,257.15 


12,780.55 


12,780.55 

Carried  Forward  $300,198.20 
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Brought  Forward 


$300,198.20 


Sanitary  Landfill 

Contract -Maintenance 
Equipment  Rental 
Rat  Extermination 
Police  Duty 
Misc.  Supplies 
Sanitary  Landfill 
Collection 

Appropriated 

Transferred  from  Health  Dept. 

Expended 

1968  Sidewalk  Plow 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 

Street  Lighting 
Appropriated 
Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 


$  621.40 
77.00 
240.00 
648.75 
10.00 
15,500.00 

15,160.00  32.257.15 

$29,000.00 
3,257.15 


32,257 

15 

32,257 

15 

149 

40 

149 

40 

6,500 

00 

6,176 

27 

149.40 
6,176.27 


323.73 


Highway  Machinery  Operating  Fund  5,850.00 
Appropriated  5,850.00 
Expended  5,850.00 

1968  §  1969  Highway  Improvement  Act  3,734.10 
Balance  Brought  Forward  5.30 
From  State  3,741.63 

3,746.93 

Expended  3,734.10 
Balance  Carried  Forward  12.83 


General  Highway 

Superintendent  3,090.00 

Labor  6,475.65 

Stone,  Gravel,  Asphalt  11,638.87 

Telephone  217.70 

Gas,  Oil,  Tires  2,257.54 

Equipment  Rental  2,167.00 

Heating  Fuel  118.00 

Office  Supplies  §  Equipment  34.08 

Equipment  §  Repairs  5,414.89 

Culverts  400 . 20 

Use  of  Car  200.00 

Advertising  77.00 

Signs  80.18 

Suoplies  278.74  32.449.85 

Appropriated  32,480.00 
Expended  32,449.85 

Transferred  to  Revenue  30.15 

Carried  Forward  $380 f 814. 97 
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Brought  Forward 


$380,814.97 


Highway  -  Fire  Damage  100.00 

Insurance  Indemnity  $  140.00 
Expended  100.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  40.00 

Chapter  90  Construction  -  1967 

Balance  Brought  Forward  155.59 
Balance  Carried  Forward  155. 59 

Chapter  90  Construction  -  1969 

Superintendent  $  795.00 

Labor  3,416.60 
Equipment  Rental  4,517.00 
Culverts  9,829.43 
Concrete,  Asphalt  2,941.97  21,500.00 

Appropriated  5,000.00 
Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue  16,500.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  500.00 

22,000.00 

Expended  21,500.00 
Balance  Carried  Forward  500.00 

Removing  Snow  §  Ice 

Superintendent  2,178.40 

Labor  14,412.91 

Hired  Trucks,  Plows,  etc.  25,969.00 

Sand  $  Salt  11,740.62 

Repairs  §  Equipment  2,223.13 

Gas  §  Oil  1,085.90  57,607.96 

Appropriated  53,000.00 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  4,607.96 

57,607.96 

Expended  57,607.96 

1969  Hydraulic  Plow 

Appropriated  $  3,300.00 

Balance  Carried  Fwd  3,300.00 

1969  Hydraulic  Catch  Basin  Cleaner  4,500.00 
Appropriated  4,500.00 
Expended  4,500.00 

Chapter  81  Maintenance 

Superintendent  1,335.00 

Labor  9,320.20 

Tarvia,- Patch  §  Concrete  4,319.60 

Equipment  Rental  3,498.50 

Sand,  Gravel  §  Stone  1,115.31 

Culverts  1,536.31 

Posts  160.00  21,284.92 

Carried  Forward  $485,807.85 
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Brought  Forward  $485,807.85 

Chapter  81  Maintenance  fcontd) 

Appropriated  $  7,300.00 

Borrowed  from  Surplus  Revenue  14,000.00 

21,300.00 

Expended  21,284.92 

Transferred  to  Revenue  15.08 

Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance:  5,000.00 

Appropriated  5,000.00 

Expended  5,000.00 

Chapter  90  Construction  1968  1,422.50 

Balance  Brought  Forward  1,522.69 

Expended  1,422.50 

Balance  Carried  Forward  100.19 

Ipswich  Road  Relocation  1,500.00 

Appropriated  1,500.00 

Expended  1,500.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

U.  S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  2,694.44 

U.  S.  Grants  Carried  Forward  2,694.44 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons  175.00 

U.  S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  2,445.85 

Expended  175.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  2,270.85 

Old  Age  Assistance 

U.  S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  16,026.16 

Balance  Carried  Forward  16,026.16 

Medical  Aid  409.81 

U.  S.  Grants  Brought  Forward  108.47 

Appropriated  2,000.00 

U.  S.  Grants  258.93 

Duplicate  Payment   15.99 

2,383.39 

Expended  409.81 

1,973.58 

U.  S.  Grants  Carried  Forward 
213.59 

Transferred  to  Rev     1,759.00  1,973.58 

Veterans  Benefits  14,016.50 

Appropriated  15,000.00 

Duplicate  Payment   23.35 

15,023.35 

Expended  14,016.50 

Balance  Carried  Forward  1,006.85 

Carried  Forward  $508,331.66 
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Brought  Forward 


$508,331.66 


EDUCATION  AND  LIBRARY 
School    (For  detailed  analysis,  see  School  Committee  Report.) 

Administration  I  $18,374.22 

Appropriated  $18,636.00 

Expended  18,374.22 

Transferred  to  Revenue  261.78 
Instruction  II  396,239.23 

Appropriated  399,221.00 

Duplicate  Payment  20.00 

399,241.00 

Expended  396,239.23 

Trfd  to  Sch  4000  1,600.00 

Trfd  to  Sch  7000  350.00  398.189.23 

Transferred  to  Revenue  1,051. 77 

Other  School  Services  III  43,729.18 

Appropriated  44,600.00 

Expended  43,729.18 
Transferred  to  Revenue  870.82 

Operation  §  Maintenance  of  Plant  IV  58,016.93 

Appropriated  55,783.00 

Transferred  from  School  II  1,600.00 

Refunds  63.16 

Insurance  Indemnity  593. 59 

58,039.75 

Expended  58,016.93 

Transferred  to  Revenue  22.82 

Community  Services  VI  2,889.59 

Appropriated  2,707.00 

Checks  Voided  606.69 

3,313.69 

Expended  2,889.59 

Audit  Adjustment              94.33  2,983.92 

Transferred  to  Revenue  329.77 

Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  VII  4,716.55 
Appropriated  4,447.00 
Transferred  from  School  II  350.00 

4,797.00 

Expended  4,716.55 
Transferred  to  Revenue  8D.45 

Programs  with  Other  Districts  IX  2.365.70 

Appropriated  2,685.00 

Expended  2,365.70 

Transferred  to  Revenue  319.30 

Carried  Forward  $508,331.66 
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Brought  Forward  $508,331.66 

Total  School  Expenditures  526,331.40 

Steward  School  Bond  Expense  899.35 

Appropriated  $  755.15 

Premium  §  Interest  144. 20 

Expended  899.35 

899.35 

Option  on  Property 

Appropriated  5,000.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  5,000.00 

School  Milk  §  Lunch  Fund  39,076.00 

School  Lunch  Receipts  26,586.25 

Federal  Reimbursements  11,094.46 

Balance  Brought  Forward  3,437.17 

Refund  123.70 

41,241.58 

Expended  39,076.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  2,165.58 

Long  Range  School  Planning  Committee  88.00 

Balance  Brought  Forward  232.94 

Appropriated  770.00 

1,002.94 

Expended  88.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  914.94 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  1951,  1954,  1962 

Interest  18,617.75 

Appropriated  24,567.75 

Expended  18,617.75 
Transferred  to  Short  Term  Int.  5,950.00 

Schoolhouse  Bond  Issues  1951,  1954,  1962 

Principal  77,300.00 

Appropriated  77,300.00 

Expended  77,300.00 

Steward  School  New  Addition  245,805.05 

Balance  Brought  Forward  271,071.16 

Expended  245,805.05 

Balance  Carried  Forward  25,266.11 

National  Defense  Education 

Balance  Brought  Forward  3,119.61 

Public  Law  864  Receipts  956.50 

Balance  Carried  Forward  4,076.11 

Carried  Forward  $1,416,449.21 
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Brought  Forward 


$1,416,449.21 


Regional  District  Control 

General  Control  707,372.21 
Appropriated  $707,372.21 
Expended  707,372.21 
Debt  Interest  §  Planning  62,042.79 
Appropriated  62,042.79 
Expended  62,042.79 

Masconomet  Engineering  Expense  38,678.70 
Balance  Carried  Forward  38,678.70 
Expended  38,678.70 

School  Federal  Aid  X  3,376.50 
Balance  Brought  Forward  13,708.68 
Public  Law  #874  7,157.00 

20,865.68 

Expended  3,376.50 
Balance  Carried  Forward  17,489.18 

School  -  Special  Title  I  3,632.84 
Balance  Brought  Forward  2,461.54 
Public  Law  89-10  3,826.00 

6,287.54 

Expended  3,632.84 
Balance  Carried  Forward  2,654.70 

Library 

Library-  $  6,451.98 

Assistant  Librarians  9,478.78 

Janitor  1,150.00 

Books  4,175.98 

Fuel  659.47 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies  703.87 

Water                         ~~  40.00 

Janitor's  Supplies  81.81 

Electricity   "  1,132.48 

Telephone  217.50 

New  Equipment  1,423.57 

Maintenance  §  Repairs  217.94 

Expended  -  Trust  Funds  1,265.70  26,999.08 

Town  Appropriation  25,155.00 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  111.56 
General  Library  Fund  234.89 
Reimbursement  -  School  600.00 
George  F.  Dow  Library  Fund  '94.38 
Henry  F.  Long  Library  Fund  40.00 
John  A.  Lamson  Library  Fund  713.29 

Stuart  Wyman  Memorial  Fund   71. 58 

27,020.70 

Expended  26,999.08 

Transferred  to  Revenue  21.62 
Note:    Analysis  of  the  expenditures  charged  against  the  town  appropri- 
ation §  the  income  from  the  various  Library  Trust  Funds  is  on  file 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Library  Commissioners. 

Carried  Forward  $2,258,551.33 
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Brought  Forward 

RECREATION  Al 

Town  Reports 

Printing  §  Clarical 
Distribution 

Balance  Carried  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue  136.40 
Balance  Carried  Fwd.  300.00 
436.40 

Park  Department 
Labor 

Gas,  Oil  ^  Repairs 
Equipment  Rental 
Loam,  Seed,  etc. 
Shrubs 

Misc.  Supplies  §  Equipment 
New  Flags 
Use  of  Car 
Christmas  Bulbs 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 

Memorial  Day 
Music  §  Sound 

Flowers  E,  Plants,  Use  of  Truck 
Refreshments 

Flags  §  Decorating  Material 
Headquarters  5  Service  Battery 
Speaker 

Transportation 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 

Town  Beach  Bathhouse 
Appropriated 
Expended 

1967  Tennis  Courts 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Carried  Forward 


$2,258,551.53 

ID  UNCLASSIFIED 


$  1,693.60 

70.00  1,763.60 

$  200.00 
2,000.00 
2,200.00 
1,763.60 
436.40 


6,i87.00 
467.19 
205.50 
119.70 
762.75 
592.37 
54.52 
150.00 

9.95  8,548.98 

8,575.00 
8,548.98 
ZBTOT 


35.00 
280.33 
129.00 

26.00 

75.00 

25.00 

10.00  580.33 

750.00 
580.33 
169.67 

2,500.00 

2,500.00 
2,500.00 


18.64 
18.64 

$2,271,944.24 
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Mosquito  Control  Committee 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

$  454.37 
454.37 

1969  Essex  County  Mosquito  Control 
Raised  1968  Assessment 
Expended 

Underestimate  Carried  Forward 

3,617.00 
3,692.59 

7  C  CQ 

/  d  .  by 

3,692.59 

Insurance 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Appropriated 

Expended 

1,000.00 
16,200.00 
1 / , zuu . uu 
15,814.56' 

15,814.56 

Balance  Carried  Forward 

1,385.44 

Recreation  Facilities 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 

8,220.00 
7,306.38 

7,306.38 

Balance  Carried  Forward 

913.62 

Ipswich  River  Watershed 
1969  Assessment 
Underestimate  Carried  Forward 

218.43 
218.43 

218.43 

1969  Motor  Excise  Bills 
Raised  -  Assessment 
Expended 

556.50 
556.50 

556.50 

1958  Real  Estate  Revaluation 
Balance  Brought  Forward 
Expended 

Balance  Carried  Forward 

362.16 
45.00 
317.16 

45.00 

Veterans '  Service  Center 
Appropriated 
Expended 

2,308.00 
2,308.00 

2,308.00 

Essex  County  Retirement  Assessment 
Appropriated 
Expended 

20 , 532 . 03 
20,532.03 

20,532.03 

Interest  -  Short  Term  Notes 
Appropriated 

Appropriation  fr  Surplus  Rev. 
Transferred  fr  School  Bond  Int. 

3,600.00 
2,422.19 
5,950.00 

11,972.19 

Expended 

11,972.19 
11,972.19 

Carried  Forward 

$2,  334,  389.92 
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Brought  Forward 


$2,334,389.92 


State  Withholding  Tax  11,393.53 

Federal  Withholding  Tax  102,194.25 

Essex  County  Retirement  Board  18,323.34 

Dog  Licenses  to  County  1,481.00 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuity  Account  4,140.00 

1969  County  of  Essex  Tax  51,999.42 

Raised  -  Assessment                    $  51,112.98 

Expended  51,999.42 

Underestimate  Carried  Forward  886.44 

Refunds 

1969  Personal  25.20 

1968  Real  Estate  350.00 

1969  Real  Estate  2,790.66 

1967  Motor  Excise  23.10 

1968  Motor  Excise  1,204.65 

1969  Motor  Excise  4,380.04 

Est.  Receipts  24.00  8,797.65 

North  Shore  Child  Guidance  Center  875.00 

Appropriated  875.00 

Expended  875.00 

Sub-Committee  for  Review  of  Business  §  Industrial  Areas 

Balance  Brought  Forward  660.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  660.00 

Planning  Board- updating  Town  Maps,  Street  Numbering  537.15 

Balance  Brought  Forward  99.30 

Appropriated  500.00 

599.30 

Expended  537. 15 

Balance  Carried  Forward  62.15 

Planning  Board-Misc.  Expense  Relative  to  Zoning  By-Law  Changes 

Balance  Brought  Forward  4,149.57 

Balance  Carried  Forward  4,149.57 

Planning  Board  -  Miscellaneous  Expense  114.88 

Appropriated  400.00 

Expended  114.88 

Transferred  to  Revenue  285.12 

Group  Life  §  Hospital  Insurance  9,956.66 

Appropriated  9,500.00 

Reimbursements  from  Blue  Cross  583. 06 

10,083.06 

Expended  9,956.66 

Transferred  to  Revenue  126.40 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

1969  Auditing  Municipal  Accounts  1,647.90 

Raised  -  Assessment  1,647.90 

Expended  1,647.90 

Carried  Forward  $2,545,850.70 
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Brought  Forward  $2,545,850.70 

1969  State  Parks  §  Reservations  7,614.40 

Raised  -  Assessment  $  7,463.37 

Expended  7,614.40 

Underestimate  Carried  Forward  151.03 

Planning  Board  Requirement  Fund  1,200.00 

Balance  Brought  Forward  1,200.00 

Expended       "  1,200.00 

Tailing  Account 

Balance  Brought  Forward  299.22 

Outstanding  Checks  29.44 

Balance  Carried  Forward  328.66 

Maryknoll  Recreation  Equipment 

Appropriated  1,600.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  1,600.00 

Maryknoll  Purchase  Option 

Appropriated  1.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward   1.00 

Maryknoll  Lease 

Appropriated  1.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward   1.00 

Maryknoll  Maintenance  "Under  Lease" 

Appropriated  23,100.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  23,100.00 

Special  Drainage  Committee  3,270.00 

Balance  Brought  Forward  4,372.36 

Expended       ~  3,270.00 

Balance  Carried  Forward  1,102.36 

Water  Bonds  -  Interest  1949,  1961,  1966  6,217.25 

Appropriated  6,217.25 

Expended  6,217. 25 

Water  Bonds  -  Principal,  1949,  1961,  1966  28,000.00 

Appropriated  28,000.00 

Expended  28,000.00 

Deposits  -  C.  P.  C.  Bequests  2,047.00 

Soldiers'  §  Sailors'  Grave  Care  50.00 

Appropriated  50.00 

Expended  50.00 

1969  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  3,495.89 

Raised  -  Assessment  3,498.67 

Expended  3,495.89 

Overestimate  Carried  Forward  2.78 

Carried  Forward  $2,597,745.24 
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Brought  Forward 

Metropolitan  Planning  Area 
Raised  -  Assessment  1969 
Expended 

1967  Truck  -  Cemetery 

Balance  Brought  Forward 
Balance  Carried  Forward 

Cemeteries 
Labor 
Sand 

Equipment 

Equipment  Rental 

Equipment  Repairs  $  upkeep 

Gas,  Oil 

Supplies 

Water 

Electricity 
Painting  Tool  House 
Water  Pipe  §  Installation 
Old  Monument  Repairs 

Appropriated 

George  L.  Gould-Pine  Grove 

Cemetery -Transfer 
Endowed  Lots  Income  Expended 

Expended 

Transferred  to  Revenue 

Special  Project  Bonds 
Interest 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Principal 

Appropriated 
Expended 

Blue  Cross 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance 

Stabilization  Fund 

Short  Term. Note 

Tops field    Cemetery  Account 

Carried  Forward 


$2,597,745.24 
184.89 

$  184.89 
184.89 


550.00 
550.00 


$  7,659.90 
276.33 

89.95 
896.50 
451.81 
250.49 
237.91 

40.00 

10.00 
150.00 
1,196.49 

20.00  11,279.38 

9,412.00 

265.00 
1,602.61 
11,279.61 
11,279.38 
.23 


2.016.00 

2,016.00 
2,016.00 

6,000.00 

6,000.00 
6,000.00 

9,056.21 
748.87 
23,200.00 
700,000.00 
602.00 


$3,350,832.59 
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Brought  Forward 

General  Library  Fund 
Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund 
John  A.  Lams on  Library  Fund 
David  Cummings  Charity  Fund 
Annah  Pingree  Charity  Fund 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 
Souths ide  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Total  Expenditures 

Audit  Adjustment-Duplicate  Credit 

Cash  on  Hand,  December  31,  1969 


$3,350,832.59 

$  272.20 
141.38 
236.40 
613.25 
388.79 
1,366.72 

Fund  85.00  3,103.74 

3,353,936.33 
94.33 
323,451.48 
^T.677,482.14 


RESERVE  FUND 

Appropriated  -  Overlay  Surplus  $10,000.00 

Fire  Department  $  650.00 

Dog  Fund  165.00 

Health  Department  359.10 

Police  Department  1,999.26 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  29.81 

Chapter  90  Construction  500.00 

Elections  626.48 

Municipal  Services  Committee  87.64 

Wiring  Inspector  254.00 

Snow  §  Ice  Removal  4,607.96 

9,279.25  9,279.25 

Transferred  to  Overlay  Surplus  $  720.75 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1969 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVES 

Revolving  Funds : 

Special  School  Fund  $  2,165.58 

School  Federal  Aid  17,489.18 

Old  Age  Assistance-U.  S.  Grants  16,026.16 

Medical  Aid-U.  S.  Grants  213.59 

Aid  to  Disabled  Persons-U.  S.  Grants  2,270.85 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children-U.  S.  Grants  2,694.44 

School  National  Defense  Education  4,076.11 

School  -  Special  Title  I  2,654.70  $  47,590.61 

Appropriations  Balances: 

Town  Hall  4,527.31 

Officers'  Expenses  3,584.39 

Civil  Defense  294.52 

Town  Hall  Furnishings  98.05 

Town  Hall  Remodelling  165.84 

Water  Department  1967  4,006.55 

New  Storage  Building  Water  19.88 

Perkins  Row  Ext . -Water  1,153.66 

1966  Additional  Wellfields  and  Station  3,476.19 

Land  Purchase  1965  133.48 

Chapter  90  Construction- 1967  155.59 

Chapter  90  Construction- 1968  100.19 

Chapter  90  Construction- 1969  500.00 

Long-Range  School  Planning  Committee  914.94 

Highway  Improvement  Act  12.83 

Real  Estate  Revaluation  317.16 

Insurance  1,385.44 

Recreation  Committee  913.62 

Sanitation  Committee  3,324.00 

New  Fire  Station  94,356.54 

Bond  Expense  49.19 

Town  Reports  300.00 

1963  Special  Drainage  Committee  1,102.36 

Mosquito  Control  Committee  454.37 

Brush  Clipper  189.50 

Planning  Board -updating  Maps  §  Street  Nos.  62.15 
Planning  Board- Relative  to  Zoning  By-Laws  Ext  4,149.57 
Sub-Committee  for  Review  of  Business  Ind  Areas  660.00 

1968  Steward  School  Addition  25,266.11 

Tennis  Courts -1967  18.64 

Vital  Statistics  500.00 

Cemetery  Department -Truck  550.00 

Highway  Hydraulic  Plow  3,300.00 

School-Option  on  Property  5,000.00  161,042.07 

Carried  Forward  $208,632.68 
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Brought  Forward 

Highway- Fire  Damage 
Veterans  Benefits 
Maryknoll  Purchase  Option 
Mary knoll  Lease 
Maintenance  under  Lease 
Recreation  Equipment 

1969  M.  B.  T.  A.  Assessment 
Sale  of  Cemetery  Lots 
Tailings 

Tuberculosis  Fund 
Dog  Licenses 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriations : 
Road  Machinery 

Library  Receipts  -  State  Grant 
Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 

Reserve  Fund  -  Overlay  Surplus 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 
Levy  of  1962 
Levy  of  1963 
Levy  of  1966 
Levy  of  1967 
Levy  of  1968 
Levy  of  1969 

Motor  Vehicle  §  Trailer  Excise 

Departmental 

Water  Revenue 

State  Aid  to  Highways  Revenue 
Surplus  Revenue 


$208,632.68 

$  40.00 
1,006.85 
1.00 
1.00 
23,100.00 
1,600.00  25,748.85 

2.78 
2,785.57 
328.66 
6,648.82 

8.00 


2,183.32 
1,675.50 
82.50 

81,569.27 


430.00 
258.00 
51.45 
960.40 
3,546.60 
1,789.34 
17,222.56 
524.00 
3,890.18 
20,406.32  49,078.85 

29,40.8.74 

$408,155.54 
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BALANCE  SHEET 
December  31,  1969 


ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  =  General  $  323,451.48 

Topsfield  Cemetery  Account  3,295.57 
Tuberculosis  Fund  6,648.82 
Conservation  Commission  8,719.62        $  342.115.49 

Accounts  Receivable: 

1966  Personal  51.45 

1967  Personal  36.75 

1967  Real  Estate  923.65 

1968  Personal  46.80 

1968  Real  Estate  3,499.80 

1969  Personal  432.32 

1969  Real  Estate  16,965.30  $  21,956.07 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise: 

1965  49.50 

1966  228.96 

1967  1,338.24 

1968  9,517.20 

1969  6,088.66  17,222.56 

Departmental : 

School  Department  299.00 

Cemetery  Department  225.00  524.00 

Water  Rates  3.769.13 

Water  Connections  121.05 

State  and  County  Aid  to  Highways  20,406.32 

Taxes  in  Litigation  688.00 

1969  State  Parks  and  Reservations  U.  E.  151.03 

Blue  Cross -Blue  Shield-Group  Share  16.94 

Group  Life  Insurance  2.49 

1969  Mosquito  Control  U.  E.  75.59 

Ipswich  River  Watershed  218.43 

1969  County  Tax  U.  E.  886.44 

$  408,153.54 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 
ANNAH  PINGREE  CHARITY 


Sav.  Bank  Securities  Total 

Dec.  31,  1968  6,370.45  4,822.87  11,193.32 

Dec.  31,  1969  7,093.01  4,822.87  11,915.88 

Receipts 

Income  722.56 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968      6,370.45  7,093.01 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  7,093.01 
Cash  and  Securities 

1  Norfolk  §  Western  R.R.  1966  4%  1,000.00 

30  shs.  Perm.  R.R.  1,696.08 

31  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston  1,014.29 
69  shs.  Shawmut  Associates,  Inc.  1,112.50 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  7,093.01  11,915.88 

Principal  5,477.82 

Unexpended  Income  6,438.06  11,915.88 


GEORGE  FRANCIS  DOW  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1968  1,103.20  1,103.20 

Dec.  31,  1969  1,069.57  1,069.57 

Receipts 

Income  60.75 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968      1,103.20  1,163.95 

Payments 

Library  Department  94.38 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969      1,069.57  1,163.95 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank  1,069.57 
Principal  1,000.00 

Unexpended  Income  69.57  1,069.57 
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DAVID  CUMMINGS  CHARITY 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Sav .  Bank 
16,005.84 
17,464.60 


Securities 
5,669.63 
5,669.63 


Total 
21,675.47 
23,134.23 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Receipts 

1,458.76 
16,005.84 


17,464.60 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 


Payments 


17,464.60 


Cash  and  Securities 


200  shs.  United  Shoe  Machinery  Corp.  2,500.00 

92  shs.  1st.  National  Bank,  Boston  3,169.63 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  17,464.60 

Principal  10,328.88 

Unexpended  Income  12,805.35 


23,134.23 


23,134.23 


C.  J.  PEABODY  SCHOOL 

Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1968                                                      945.30  945.30 
Dec.  31,  1969                                                        995.28  995.28 

Receipts 

Income  49.98 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968         945.30  995.28 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  995.28 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Savings  Bank  995.28 
Principal  500.00 

Unexpended  Income  495.28  995.28 


141 


GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dr.  Justin  Allen 
Daniel  A.  Galloupe 
Sarah  S.  Edwards 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Library  Department 
Cash  Balance  Dec .  31 


1969 


Bequeathed  by 


Sav.  Bank 
861.56 
944.57 

Receipts 

317.90 
861.56 

Payments 

234.89 
944.57 


Ellen  Morgan 
Albert  A.  Conant 
Sidney  Merriam 


Securities 
7,462.90 
7,462.90 


Total 
8,324.46 
8,407.47 


1,179.46 


1,179.46 


Cash  and  Securities 


27  shs.  Am.  Te] .  §  Tel.  Co. 

1  U.S.  Gov't.  Bond  154-1969  2h% 

2  U.S.  Treasury  1972,  2^% 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


7,935.49 
471.98 


462.90 
5,000.00 
2,000.00 

944.57 


8,407.47 
8,40J.47 


STABILIZATION  FUND 

Sav.  Bank  Total 

Dec.  31,  1968  49,726.33  49,726.33 

Dec.  31,  1969  76,482.24  76,482.24 

Receipts 

Income  3,555.91 
Appropriations  23,200.00 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968    49,726.33  76,482.24 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  76,482.24 

Cash  and  Securities 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  1,615.43 

Haverhill  Savings  Bank  74,866.81  76,482.24 

Stabilization  Fund  Balance  76,482.24 
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MOSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Sav.  Bank 
4,017.46 
4,258.52 

Receipts 


Securities 
1,988.43 
1,988.43 


Total 
6,005.89 
6,246.95 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 


352.62 
4,017.46 

Payments 

111.56 
4,258.52 


4,370.08 


4,370.08 


Cash  and  Securities 


1  Texas  $  Pacific  R.R.    2,000  5% 
27  shs.  Is t^.  National  Bank,  Boston 
Danvers  Savings  Bank 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


5,599.84 
647.11 


1,000.00 
988.43 
4,258.52 


6,246.95 


6,246.95 


MONUMENT  FUND 


Sav.  Bank  Total 

Dec.  31,  1968                            1,966.60  1,966.60 

Dec.  31,  1969                            2,042.53  2.042.53 

Receipts 

Income  75.93 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968       1,966.60  2,042.53 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  2,042.53 

Cash  and  Securities 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  2,042.53 

Principal  914.65 

Unexpended  Income  1,127.88  2,042.53 
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JOHN  A.  LAMSON  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Sav .  Bank 

2,845.33 

2,527.71 

Receipts 


Securities 
4,095.31 
4,095.31 


Total 
6,940.64 
6,623.02 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 


1968 


395.67 
2,845.33 


3,241.00 


Payments 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 


713.29 
2,527.71 


3,241.00 


Cash  and  Securities 


2  N.Y.C.  $  H.R.R.  1997 
64  shs.  Shawmut  Associates,  Inc. 
32  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank 


2,000.00 
1,104.02 
991.29 
2,527.71 


6,623.02 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


6,175.16 
447.86 


6,623.02 


HONOR  ROLL  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31 


1968 


Sav.  Bank 
223.76 
235.58 

Receipts 

11.82 
223.76 

Payments 


Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Cash  and  Securities 


Salem  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


100.00 
135.58 


Total 

223.76 

235.58 


235.58 

235.58 

235.58 
235.58 
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GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PARK 


Sav .  Bank 

Dec.  31,  1968  527.29 
Dec.  31,  1969  554.81 

Receipts 

Income  27.52 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968  527.29 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal  500.00 
unexpended  Income  54. 81 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  COMMON 


Sav.  Bank 

Dec.  31,  1968  528.92 
Dec.  31,  1969  556.53 

Receipts 

Income  27.61 
Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968  528.92 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 

Cash  and  Securities 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

Principal  500.00 
Unexpended  Income  56. 53 
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CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Sav.  Bank 


Securities 


Total 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Income 
Bequests 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Cemetery  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 


33,933.66 
37,915.61 

Receipts 

3,261.75 
2,047.00 
33,933.66 

Payments 

1,326.80 
37,915.61 


16,328.57 
16,328.57 


50,262.23 
54,244.18 


39,242.41 


39,242.41 


Cash  and  Securities 


220  shs.  Irving  Trust  Company 
2  Southern  R.R.  Bonds,  1994  5% 
2  Northern  Pacific  R.R.    1997  A% 
1,000  U.S.  Treasury    1972  1% 
12  shs.  Penn  R.R.  Co. 
30  shs.  Am.  Tel.  %  Tel.  Co. 
17  shs.  1st  National  Bank,  Boston 
104  shs.  1st  National  City  Bank,  N.Y. 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #800597 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank  #1006298 


Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


44,205.85 
10,038.33 


3,897.72 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 
608.96 
574.89 
572.96 
5,674.04 
33,906.31 
4,009.30 


54,244.18 


54,244.18 
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SOUTH  SIDE  CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Sav.  Bank 

1,146.93 

1,016.78 


Securities 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 


Total 
5,146.93 
3,016.78 


Receipts 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


145.66 
1,146.93 


1,292.59 


Cemetery  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 


Payments 

275.81 
1,016.78 


1,292.59 


^ash  and  Securities 


X.Y.C.  $  H.R.R.    1997  3^2 

1  Texas  and  Pacific  R.R.  Co.  2000 

Danvers  Savings  Bank 


5% 


1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,016.78 


3,016.78 


GEORGE  L.  GOULD  PIXE  GROVE  CBETERY 


Sav.  Bank 


Dec.  31,  1968 

805.22 

Dec.  31,  1969 

579.65 

Receipts 

Income 

39.43 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 

1968 

805.22 

Payments 

Cemetery  Department 

265.00 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31, 

1969 

579.65 

Cash 

and  Securities 

Total 
805.22 
579.65 


844.65 


844.65 


Danvers  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


500.00 
79.65 


579.65 


579.65 
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HENRY  F.  LONG  LIBRARY  FUND 


Dec.  31,  1968 
Dec.  31,  1969 


Sav .  Bank 
526.24 
515.20 


Total 
526.24 
515.20 


Income 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968 


Receipts 

28.96 
526.24 

Payments 


555.20 


Library  Department 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969 


40.00 
515.20 


555.20 


Cash  and  Securities 


Haverhill  Savings  Bank 

Principal 
Unexpended  Income 


375.00 
140.20 


515.20 


515.20 


DEBORAH  KIMBALL  CENTENNIAL  FUND 


Sav.  Bank  Total 
Dec.  31,  1968  575.67  575.67 

Dec.  31,  1969  597.88  597.88 

Receipts 

Income  22.21 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1968       575.67  597.88 

Payments 

Cash  Balance  Dec.  31,  1969  597.88 

Cash  and  Securities 
Danvers  Savings  Bank  597.88 
Principal  515.38 

Unexpended  Income  82.50  597.88 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County, 
Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  directed  to 
notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Topsfield,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 

WOODBURY  AUDITORIUM 

in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  March,  1970,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following 
articles : 

First    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meeting. 

Second    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

Third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  financial  years  beginning 
January  1,  1970  and  January  1,  1971,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended  and  to 
renew  any  note  or  notes  as.  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44, 
Section  17,  as  amended. 

Fourth    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  compensation 
of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and  determine  the  manner 
of  expending  same. 

Fifth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  all  or  any  part  of 
the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes  indicated: 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by  Library 
Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  Department. 
CO    Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(d)    Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  Department. 

Sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery  De- 
partment . 

Seventh  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve  Funds. 

Eighth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appropriate 
money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to  January  1,  1970. 

Ninth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
the  County  Commissioners  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
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public  highways  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Tenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts ,  as  provided  in  Chapter  768  Acts  of  1969  a  total  sum 
of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Forty-one  and  63/100  ($3,741.63) 
Dollars,  set  up  the  same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said 
sum  for  highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

Eleventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1969,  said  grant  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for  such  purposes,  if 
any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

Twelfth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  ap- 
propriated for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  Department  to  re- 
imburse the  Library  Department  for  services  to  be  rendered  to  the 
School  Department. 

Thirteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assessors 
to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  the 
current  year. 

Fourteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
constructing  and  originally  equipping  two  tennis  courts  as  an 
addition  to  the  Steward  School  facilities  in  accordance  with  a  re- 
vision of  the  site  plan  submitted  to  the  School  Building  Assistance 
Commission  dated  June  10,  1968,  and  to  determine  whether  such  ap- 
propriation should  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Fifteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  to  purchase  the  material  necessary  to  install 
approximately  700  feet  of  12"  water  main  along  Hill  Street,  between 
Cross  Street  and  Garden  Street  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Sixteenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  by 
the  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
building,  which  will  include  toilet  facilities  in  the  Pine  Grove 
Cemetery,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Seventeenth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  providing  payment  for  services  rendered  or  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  the  North  Shore,  in  ac- 
cordance with  Chapter  40,  Section  5,  Clause  40C  of  the  General  Laws, 
as  amended. 

Eighteenth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 


150 


and  planting  of  shade  trees  and  authorize  the  Tree  Warden  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Topsfield  Tree  Planting  Sub-Committee  of  the  Con- 
servation Commission,  to  purchase  and  plant  same  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Nineteenth   To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  to  trade  in  the  1968  station 
wagon  and  purchase  and  equip  a  station  wagon  to  be  used  as  a  police 
cruiser  and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Twentieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess,  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a  soil  survey 
of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  (U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture)  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- first    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  create  a  special  unpaid 
committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee 
to  consist  of  three  members,  including  one  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, to  be  appointed  by  the  moderator;  and  to  raise,  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $100.00  for 
the  expense  of  said  committee  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  14  of  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

Twenty- second    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men with  the  advice  of  the  Local  Coordinator  of  Civil  Defense  to  pur- 
chase an  electrical  generator  for  the  Town  Hall;  and  to  raise,  assess 
or  transfer  from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
such  purpose  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty- third    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  ONE  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  ($1,000.00),  together  with  the  Towns  of  Boxford  and  Wenham, 
for  planning  and  organizational  expenses  relative  to  the  formation  of 
a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  District;  said  funds  to  be  expended  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Board  by 
the  Boxford,  Topsfield,  Wenham  Health  District  until  formation  of  the 
district  is  accomplished  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
40,  Section  44B  of  the  General  Laws  as  amended. 

Twenty- fourth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that 
portion  of  Mansion  Drive  which  is  shown  as  "Parcel  7 OA"  on  a  plan 
entitled  "Section  "C"  Forest  Park,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts",  said 
plan  being  recorded  in  the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds 
Plan  Book  88,  Plan  29,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  82,  Section  21  of 
the  General  Laws  as  amended,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  there- 
to.   (A  copy  of  said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 

Twenty -fifth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  convey  "Parcel  70A",  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled  "Section  "C" 
Forest  Park,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts",  said  plan  being  recorded  in 
the  Essex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  Plan  Book  88,  Plan  29,  to 
Richard  A.  Redman  and  Anita  J.  Redman  of  22  Mansion  Drive,  Topsfield 
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Massachusetts  for  not  less  than  $1.00  or  take  any  other  action  rela- 
tive thereto.     (Said  plan  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.) 


Twenty -sixth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  purchase  a  new 
truck  equipped  to  fight  forest  fires;  and  to  raise,  assess  or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  pur- 
pose or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -seventh    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  assess  or 
transfer  from  available  funds,  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Stabilization  Fund. 

Twenty -eighth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  votes  of 
the  Town  taken  at  the  November  3,  1969  Special  Town  Meeting  under 
Article  Second,  Article  Third,  and  Article  Fourth  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Twenty -ninth  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XV  -  No  person  may  loiter  or  remain  upon  any  public 
place  or  upon  a  place  to  which  the  public  has  access  so  as 
to  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  normal  use  of  such  premises 
by  others,  or  make  such  place  hazardous  or  unsafe.    Any  person 
so  loitering  or  remaining  at  such  place,  shall,  when  ordered  by 
a  police  officer,  immediately  and  peacefully  depart  and  stay 
away  therefrom  and  failure  to  comply  with  such  order  shall  sub- 
ject such  persons  to  a  $25.00  fine  for  each  offense. 

Thirtieth    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVI  -  No  person  shall  trespass  on  the  property  of  an- 
other and  commit  any  wanton  or  malicious  act,  or  trespass  upon 
the  property  of  another  and  spy  upon  another  person  upon  such 
property.    Each  offense  shall  be  punishable  by  a  fine  of  $25.00. 

Thirty- first  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or  amend 
and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 

Article  XVII  -No  person  who  own  or  keeps  a  dog  within  the 
town  shall  permit  such  dog  to  be  off  the  premises  of  such 
owner  or  keeper  unless  upon  the  premises  of  another  with  per- 
mission of  the  other  owner;  or  unless  such  dog  is  within  the 
voice  command  of  such  owner  or  keeper  or  some  person  having 
custody  of  such  dog.    The  penalty  for  violation  of  this  by-law 
shall  be  a  fine  of  $10.00  for  each  offense  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  G.  L.  C.  140,  Sect.  173;  except  as  provided 
by  the  provisions  of  G.  L.  C.  140,  Sect.  173A. 
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And  you  are  also  directed  to  notify  said  Inhabitants,  qualified  to 
vote  in  election  of  Town  Officers  to  meet  at  the  Fire  Station  on 
Tuesday,  the  third  of  March,  1970,  at  seven  o'clock  a.m.  to  bring  in 
their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  the  following  officers : 

Moderator  for  one  year 

One  Selectman  for  three  years 

Assessor  for  three  years 

Road  Commissioner  for  one  year 

Constable  for  one  year 

One  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

Two  Trustees  for  Town  Library  for  three  years 

One  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year 

Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years 
One  member  of  Planning  Board  for  five  years 
Water  Ccmmissioner  for  three  years 

One  Regional-District  School  Committeeman  for  three  years 

To  vote  on  the  following  question:    "Shall  the  local  Mass  Transpor- 
tation Service  in  this  town  be  discontinued?"  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  563  of  the  Acts  of  1964. 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  7  o'clock  a.m.  to  7  o'clock  p.m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested  copies 
thereof,  one  at  the  Post-Off ice,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  at 
each  of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days  at 
least  before  the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting 
as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  seventeenth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy. 

GILBERT  L.  STEWARD,  JR. 
JOHN  A.  SANGER 
BROWNING  E.  MAREAN,  JR. 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield 

A  true  copy, 

Attest, 

THEODORE  J.  WILLIAMS,  Constable 
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TOPSFIELD  TOWN  REPORT 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


This  report  contains  the  Finance  Committee  budget  recommendations  and 
special  article  recommendations  for  operating  the  Town  of  Topsfield 
for  the  calendar  year  1970. 

The  proposed  operating  expenses  for  all  departments,  including  costs 
of  education  amount  to  $2,225,313.93.    This  represents  an  increase 
of  16.3%  over  actual  expenditures  for  1969. 

If  no  unanticipated  expenditures  occur  in  1970,  this  increase  will 
be  slightly  under  the  16.6%  by  which  1969  expenditures  exceeded 
those  of  1968. 

While  the  last  two  years  have  shown  significant  increases  in  the 
cost  of  running  the  Town,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  trend 
is  not  new.    Looking  back  to  1966,  the  cost  of  government  has  shown 
a  significant  increase  each  year. 

1966  15.8% 

1967  11.4% 

1968  13.7% 

1969  16.6% 

Growth  in  population  from  3351  in  1960  to  a  current  estimate  of  ap- 
proximately 5000  is,  of  course,  a  major  factor.    Additional  factors 
are  covered  in  the  following  discussion  of  significant  general 
budget  areas. 

GENERAL  BUDGET 

SCHOOLS 

The  total  cost  of  education  in  1970  for  both  elementary  schools  and 
Topsfield' s  share  of  the  Masconomet  Regional  High  School  is  budgeted 
at  $1,547,539.95.    This  is  an  increase  over  1969  actual  expenses  of 
$258,713.54  or  20.1%.    Masconomet  carries  the  bulk  of  the  increase 
at  $184,392.95  or  24.0%  over  1969.    The  elementary  school  increase 
is  $74,320.59  or  14.3%.    Both  increases  are  significantly  greater 
than  in  preceeding  years  -  particularly  Masconomet  where  the  in- 
crease has  previously  been  in  the  vicinity  of  17%  per  year.  The 
annual  increases  in  elementary  school  costs  have  varied  from  7%  in 
1966  to  a  high  of  15.6%  in  1968.    The  average  increase  over  the  past 
five  years  has  been  about  9.8%. 
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In  addition  to  growth  in  student  population,  the  increasing  cost  of 
education  is  due  to  such  factors  as  higher  teachers 1  salaries ,  higher 
cost  of  materials  and  services,  and  continuing  pressure  from  the  State 
Board  of  Education  in  the  area  of  minimum  standards  for  facilities, 
curriculum,  etc. 

The  Finance  Committee  will  continue  to  work  with  the  School  Committees 
in  an  effort  to  control  future  school  expenditures.    However,  it  must 
be  realized  that  the  Town  has  very  limited  influence  over  school  ex- 
penditures compared  to  other  Town  expenses.    Even  the  School  Commit- 
tees themselves  are  losing  a  measure  of  control  as  more  State  regula- 
tions are  imposed. 

HIGHWAYS 

The  1970  Highway  Department  Budget  shows  a  reduction  of  16%  over  1969. 
This  figure  is  somewhat  misleading,  since  in  1969  severe  snowstorms 
caused  the  Snow  and  Ice  Account  to  overrun  by  more  than  $20,000. 
Since  last  winter  cannot  be  considered  typical,  the  1970  proposed 
budget  is  set  at  a  figure  consistent  with  previous  years 1  expenditures . 
Correcting  for  this  factor,  the  1970  budget  is  actually  up  only  3.2%, 
due  primarily  to  increased  salaries. 

A  significant  improvement  in  facilities  will  occur  when  the  new  fire 
station  is  completed  and  the  old  station  turned  over  to  the  Highway 
Department.    Currently  several  pieces  of  valuable  equipment  are  being 
stored  outside  or  in  open  sheds,  including  the  newest  truck  which  will 
not  fit  in  the  present  garage.    The  larger  bays  in  the  old  fire  sta- 
tion will    allow  large  equipment  such  as  snow  plows  to  be  moved  into 
a  heated  space  for  repairs,  thus  eliminating  the  need  to  work  outside 
under  storm  conditions. 

TOWN  SALARIES  AND  WAGES 

The  wage  and  salary  evaluation  begun  in  1967  has  been  continued.  All 
hourly  rated  town  jobs,  as  well  as  Department  Head  positions,  were 
reviewed,  analyzed  and  compared  with  other  towns  across  the  Common- 
wealth.   This  year,  particular  attention  was  paid  to  wages  and  poli- 
cies of  the  immediately  surrounding  communities,  including  meetings 
with  Personnel  Boards  and  Finance  Committees  of  those  towns. 

As  a  result,  a  number  of  wage  and  salary  adjustments  have  been  recom- 
mended, in  order  to  insure  that  Topsfield  compensates  its  employees 
fairly  and  competitively  in  the  year  1970. 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  &  PROPERTY 

This  budget  category  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  18.4%  over 
1969  expenditures.    This  is  due  largely,  as  in  past  years,  to  in- 
creased salaries  for  full  time  personnel  and  an  increase  in  the  rate 
of  pay  for  special  policemen  and  call  firemen. 
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The  largest  portion  of  the  increase  is  in  the  Police  Department  budget 
which  is  up  26.8%,  due  primarily  to  the  addition  of  two  more  full  time 
patrolmen.    This  increase,  which  brings  the  total  to  four,  will  provide 
regular  patrolmen  for  virtually  all  cruiser  operation  with  attendant 
reduction  in  the  utilization  of  Special  Patrolmen.    The  Police  budget 
also  includes  provisions  for  training  of  the  new  patrolmen  at  the 
State  Police  Academy.    All  present  full  time  personnel  have  previously 
received  this  training. 

Special  Patrolmen  will  continue  to  provide  valuable  service.    In  order 
to  maintain  full  coverage,  Special  Patrolmen  will  be  used  to  an  in- 
creased extent  during  vacations  and  holidays  and  to  compensate  for 
court  appearances  of  other  officers  which  amounted  to  over  600  man 
hours  in  1969. 

Article  19  provides  for  the  orderly  and  scheduled  replacement  of  the 
1968  police  station  wagon.    The  current  practice  of  replacing  each  of 
the  two  vehicles  in  alternate  years,  appears  to  be  the  most  economical 
method  of  maintaining  two  vehicles  in  operation. 

While  the  increase  in  Police  Department  costs  is  significant,  it  is 
considered  justifiable  in  view  of  the  increased  population  of  the 
Town,  additional  street  mileage  and  the  increased  mobility  of  people 
in  general,  which  greatly  increases  the  risk  of  law  violation  by  per- 
sons coming  from  outside  the  Town. 

The  new  fire  station  now  under  construction  on  High  Street  will  pro- 
vide better,  safer  access  to  the  highway.    In  addition,  the  new 
building  will  provide  space  for  additional  equipment  that  will  soon 
be  needed  to  take  care  of  the  Towns'  growing  needs.    An  increase  of 
9.9%  in  the  Department's  1970  budget  is  due  ahmost  entirely  to  in- 
creased compensation  for  personnel. 

An  increase  of  17.6%  in  the  budget  of  the  Communications  Center  is 
due  to  increased  salaries  for  operators  and  provision  for  paid  vaca- 
tions based  on  hours  worked  during  the  year.    Now  entering  its  third 
full  year  of  operation,  this  center  has  established    itself  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  protective  services  of  the  Town.    With  installa- 
tion of  radio  equipment  in  Water  Department  and  important  Highway 
Department  vehicles,  the  response  of  those  organizations  to  emer- 
gencies has  been  enhanced. 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

The  Boxford-Topsfield-Wenham  Health  District  which  has  been  in  opera- 
tion since  1968  is  working  well  at  reasonable  cost  to  the  Town.  The 
presence  of  a  full  time  health  agent  headquartered  in  Topsfield  pro- 
vides effective  coverage  for  the  Town  in  health  and  sanitation  mat- 
ters and  allows  the  Selectmen,  who  were  formerly  saddled  with  the 
task    to  turn  their  attention  to  other  Town  affairs. 
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Envisioned  at  the  time  when  the  B-T-W  Health  District  was  formed,  the 
need  for  a  regional  approach  to  refuse  disposal  under  the  District  ap- 
pears imminent.    Space  at  Tbpsfield's  sanitary  landfill  operation  off 
Bare  Hill  Poad  is  limited.    Although  Boxford  has  retained  an  open 
burning  dump,  it  will  probably  be  forced  to  abandon  it  in  the  near 
future.    At  the  1969  Town  Meeting,  the  Town  authorized  the  creation 
of  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Committee  to  work  in  coopera- 
tion with  similar  committees  from  Boxford  and  Wenham  toward  a  regional 
solution  to  refuse  disposal. 

Article  23  of  the  1970  Warrant  requests  funds  for  planning  activities 
of  this  Committee.    The  other  two  Towns  are  inserting  similar  articles 
in  their  warrants. 

Due  to  the  limited  space  available  at  the  current  dumping  site  and  in- 
creased public  demand,  the  Town  in  1969  instituted  weekly  trash  and 
garbage  collection.    This  service  replaces  hauling  to  the  dump  by  in- 
dividual families  and  eliminates  separate  garbage  pickup,  which  was 
formerly  performed  by  a  private  contractor.    The  convenience  to  the 
Town  cannot  .be  contested .    However ,  it  should  be  noted  that  desirable 
services  of  this  type  are  not  without  cost.    Combined  refuse  and  gar- 
bage pickup  and  maintenance  of  the  sanitary  landfill  operation  will 
amount  to  almost  $40,000  in  1970.    In  1968,  prior  to  the  changeover, 
the  total  cost  for  both  refuse  and  garbage  disposal  was  just  over 
$15,000.    The  difference  of  $25,000  amounts  to  roughly  a  dollar  on 
the  Tax  Rate. 

It  seems  reasonable  to  hope  that  a  sound  regional  approach  to  garbage 
and  refuse  disposal  will  result  in  some  economies  by  spreading  cer- 
tain fixed  costs  among  three  Towns. 

RECREATION  AND  CONSERVATION 

Increasing  population  of  the  Town  requires  expanded  recreational  faci- 
lities and  the  Town  is  moving  ahead  to  meet  the  challenge: 

1.  A  leasehold  interest  has  been  acquired  on  acreage  owned  by  the 
Topsfield  Congregational  Church.    The  Recreation  Committee  has 
completed  one  Little  League-  ball  field  on  the  land  and  has  nearly 
completed  two  more,  plus  an  area  for  Soccer.    Further  plans  for 
1970  include  improved  access  and  parking  facilities. 

2.  The  Town  has  acquired  as  a  gift,  approximately  9  acres  of  land  in 
the  Normandy  Row/Parsonage  Lane  Area.    This  land,  while  basically 
unsuitable  for  building,  offers  considerable  potential  as  a  site 
for  additional  recreational  facilities.    Funds  have  been  proposed 
in  the  1970  Recreation  Committee  budget  to  conduct  studies  on 
drainage,  grading,  and  accessibility  to  determine  the  best  possible 
use  for  the  area. 
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3.  The  new  tennis  courts  and  skating  area  on  Grove  Street  are  in 
full  operation  and  have  been  used  extensively. 

4 .  The  Recreation  Committee  and  the  Town  (through  a  special  article 
in  1968)  continue  to  provide  limited  support  to  the  Topsfield 
Beach  Association,  a  non-profit  organization  of  Townspeople  who 
have  developed  and  maintained  a  beach  facility  on  Hoods  Pond. 
Swimming  instruction  leading  to  Red  Cross  Certification  through 
Senior  Lifesaving  is  provided  to  all  Topsfield  children  at  no 
cost.    Family  swimming  and  picnicking  is  available  at  a  nominal 
charge,  which  defrays  all  of  the  operating  costs  and  most  of  the 
cost  of  increased  facilities.     In  1969,  with  the  help  of  the 
Town,  a  much  needed  permanent  toilet  and  bath  house  facility  was 
completed.    Further    improvements  in  facilities  and  programs  are 
planned  for  1970. 

5 .  The  Conservation  Commission  is  contributing  in  its  study  of  future 
land  areas  which  can  provide  hiking  and  nature  trails  and  green 
belts  so  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  Topsfield 's  rural  at- 
mosphere.   A  Conservation  master  plan  is  in  preparation  and  com- 
pletion is  anticipated  in  1970. 

MBTA  ASSESSMENT 

This  State  Assessment  has  not  been  singled  out  for  special  mention 
heretofore,  but  has  now  achieved  that  distinction. 

The  1970  assessment  is  expected  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $17,100, 
up  from  a  relatively  insignificant  $550.00  in  1968  and  $3498.67  in 
1969.    This  rate  of  increase  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  concern, 
especially  since  the  assessment  is  for  a  service  the  Town  does  not 
receive.    The  amount  exceeds  the  total  budget  of  several  essential 
Departments  of  the  Town,  such  as  Recreation,  Conservation  and  Parks. 

An  article  placed  in  the  1969  Town  Meeting  Warrant  and  voted  favor- 
ably by  the  Town,  authorizes  the  placement  on  the  1970  Official  Town 
Ballot  of  an  article  to  see  if  mass  transportation  service  to  this 
Town  should  be  continued.    A  negative  vote  on  this  issue  will  author- 
ize the  Selectmen  to  take  the  next  step  toward  eliminating  this  un- 
warranted charge.    Subsequent  action  would  be  the  attempt  to  bring 
the  issue  to  the  State  Legislature  for  consideration. 

FUTURE 

As  Topsfield  grows,  the  costs  of  education  and  new  school  construc- 
tion will  continue  to  provide  the  major  impact  on  the  tax  rate.  In 
the  last  two  decades,  population  has  more  than  tripled  with  attendant 
increases  in  school  population.    In  addition,  pressures  from  both 
State  and  local  sources  for  higher  quality,  more  diversified  educa- 
tion at  all  levels  will  continue  to  force  costs  higher  at  an  acceler- 
ated rate.    Time  will  also  see  greater  and  greater  State  control  in 
this  area  through  regionalization  and  minimum  standards  to  the  point 
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where  it  is  not  difficult  to  envision  the  complete  removal  of  educa- 
tion from  local  control.    Whether  or  not  this  will  improve  the  quali- 
ty of  education  is  problematical.    However,  it  is  reasonably  certain 
that  while  it  will  reduce  the  problems  of  decision  making  in  the  Town, 
it  will  not  reduce  total  expenditures . 

This  same  population  increase  and  demand  for  better  and  broader  ser- 
vices will  affect  all  other  areas  of  Town  Government,  producing  in- 
creasingly higher  costs  independent  of  those  resulting  from  infla- 
tionary trends. 

RESERVE  FUND  TRANSFERS 

Unanticipated  expenditures  in  1969  which  were  covered  by  the  Finance 
Committee  through  transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund  were  as  follows: 


Appropriated 
Transferred: 


$10,000.00 


Chapter  90  Road  Construction 

500 

00 

Fire  Department 

650 

00 

Police  Department 

1999 

.26 

Highway  Department 

4607 

.96 

Municipal  Services  Committee 

87 

64 

Elections 

626 

.48 

Dutch  Elm  Department 

29 

81 

Wire  Inspector 

254 

00 

Dog  Fund 

165 

00 

Town  Dump 

359 

10 

9,279.25 


Transfer  to  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve 


$  720.75 


WARRANT  FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  WITH  RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

First.      To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting,  and  act  thereon. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 

Second .    To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

NO  RECOMMENDATION  NECESSARY 

Third.      To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from 
time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  for  the  finan- 
cial years  beginning  January  1,  1970  to  January  1,  1971, 
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in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  4,  as  amended,  and  to  renew  any  note 
or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  17  as  amended. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER, 
WITH  THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  SELECTMEN,  TO  BORROW  MONEY  FROM 
TIME  TO  TIME  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF  REVENUE  FOR  THE  FINANCIAL 
YEARS  BEGINNING  JANUARY  1,  1970  AND  JANUARY  1,  1971  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER 
44,  SECTION  4,  AS  AMENDED,  AND  TO  RENEW  ANY  NOTE  OR  NOTES 
AS  MAY  BE  GIVEN  FOR  A  PERIOD  OF  LESS  THAN  ONE  YEAR,  IN 
ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER 
44,  SECTION  17  AS  AMENDED. 

Fourth .    To  raise,  assess  and  appropriate  money  for  schools,  highways 
and  all  other  Town  expenses,  fix  the  annual  salary  and  com- 
pensation of  all  elective  officers  from  January  1st,  and 
determine  the  manner  of  expending  same. 

The  salaries  of  the  elected  officials  to  be  established  at 
the  following  amounts: 


Moderator  $  30.00 

Selectmen: 

Chairman   400.00 

Clerk   800.00 

Other  Member   300.00 

Town  Treasurer  3750.00 

Town  Collector  3150.00 

Assessors : 

Chairman  1650.00 

Clerk   750.00 

Other  Member   750.00 


Planning  Board: 

Chairman   350.00 

Clerk   250.00 

Town  Clerk  1100.00 

Road  Commissioner  8200.00 

Tree  Warden  -  aggregate  not 
exceed  $600.  to  be  charged  to 
applicable  Moth,  Shade  Tree 
and  Elm  Beetle  appropriations. 


RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPRO- 
PRIATE MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS,  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALL  OTHER  TOWN 
EXPENSES  AND  FIX  THE  ANNUAL  SALARY  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  ALL 
ELECTIVE  OFFICERS  FROM  JANUARY  1st  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE 
AMOUNTS  SET  FORTH  ABOVE. 


This  Article  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  "Budget  Article" 
and  is  broken  down  into  many  broad  categories  so  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  Town  can  be  more  easily  understood. 
Several  of  the  items  within  this  budget  have  been  discussed 
in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
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Fifth.      To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  ail  or  any  part 
of  the  income  from  the  following  funds  for  the  purposes 

indicated : 

(a)  Library  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by 
the  Library  Trustees. 

(b)  School  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  School  De- 
partment . 

(c)  Park  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Park  Department. 

(d)  Cemetery  Trust  Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 
Department . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  APPROPRIATE  ALL  OR  ANY 
PART  OF  THE  INCOME  FROM  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  LIBRARY  BY  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES,  FROM  SCHOOL  TRUST 
FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT,  FROM  PARK  TRUST 
FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT  AND  FROM  CEMETERY 
TRUST  FUNDS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT. 


Ihis  is  a  routine  Article  that  enables  the  Town  to  apply 
the  income  from  various  Town  agencies 1  trust  funds  to  the 
operation  of  those  agencies. 

Sixth.      To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  money  from  the 
receipts  of  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  for  the  use  of  the 
Cemetery  Department. 


RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 


Seventh.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  money  for  the  Reserve 
Fund. 


RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  OVERLAY 
SURPLUS  RESERVE  THE  SUM  OF  $10,000  FOR  THE  RESERVE  FUND. 

The  Reserve  Fund  is  established  yearly  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  to  enable  the  Finance  Committee  to  have  funds 
available  to  meet  any  extraordinary  or  unforeseen  expenses. 

Eighth .    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  and  appro- 
priate money  to  pay  outstanding  bills  contracted  prior  to 
January  1,  1970. 


RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 


Since  there  are  no  outstanding  bills  which  were  contracted 
prior  to  January  1,  1970,  no  appropriation  is  required. 

Ninth.      To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of 

Selectmen  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  the  County  Commissioners  for  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  public  highways  for  the 
ensuing  year. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
SELECTMEN  TO  ENTER  INTO  A  CONTRACT  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  THE  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  CON- 
STRUCTION AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS  FOR  THE 
ENSUING  YEAR. 

In  accordance  with  State  law,  this  Article  must  be  entered 
into  our  Warrant  to  enable  us  to  work  with  the  State  and 
County  in  connection  with  maintenance  and  construction  of 
highways  and  to  enable  the  Town  to  be  eligible  for  appli- 
cable reimbursements. 

Tenth.      To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  as  provided  in  Chapter  768  Acts 
of  1969  a  total  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
Forty-one  and  63/100  ($3,741.63)  Dollars,  set  up  the 
same  in  a  separate  account  and  appropriate  said  sum  for 
highway  construction  purposes  as  already  approved  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  all  as  provided  in  said  Acts. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  FROM  THE  COMMON- 
WEALTH OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AS  PROVIDED  IN  CHAPTER  768  ACTS  OF 
1969  A  TOTAL  SUM  OF  $3,741.63,  SET  UP  THE  SAME  IN  A  SEPA- 
RATE ACCOUNT  AND  APPROPRIATE  SAID  SUM  FOR  HIGHWAY  CON- 
STRUCTION PURPOSES,  AS  ALREADY  APPROVED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  PUBLIC  WORKS,  ALL  AS  PROVIDED  IN  SAID  ACTS. 

This  article  is,  again,  one  of  those  articles  under  a  differ- 
ent law  that  makes  State  funds  available  for  highway  con- 
struction. 

Eleventh .    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  grant  from  the 
State  to  the  Town  Library  made  in  1969,  said  grant  to  be 
ejqpended  under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees,  for 
such  purposes,  if  any,  as  may  be  stipulated  in  such  grant. 

PECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ACCEPT  A  GRANT  OF  $837.75 
FROM  THE  STATE  TO  THE  TOWN  LIBRARY  MADE  IN  1969,  SAID  GRANT 
TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES, 
FOR  SUCH  PURPOSES,  IF  ANY,  AS  MAY  BE  STIPULATED  IN  SUCH 
GRANT. 

This  grant  is  made  every  year  by  the  State.    As  a  formality 
it  is  necessary  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  it. 

Twelfth. -To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money 

appropriated  for  the  School  Department  to  the  Library  De- 
partment to  reimburse  the  Library  Department  for  services 
to  be  rendered  to  the  School  Department. 
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RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  TRANSFER  THE  SUM  OF  $600 
APPROPRIATED  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT  TO  THE  LIBRARY  DE- 
PARTMENT TO  REIMBURSE  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT  FOR  SERVICES 
TO  BE  RENDERED  TO  THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  is  a  bookkeeping  transfer  to  repay  the  Library  De- 
partment for  services  rendered  to  our  elementary  schools. 

Thirteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  and  direct  the  assess- 
ors  to  take  a  sum  of  money  from  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax 
levy  for  the  current  year. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Fourteenth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
constructing  and  originally  equipping  two  tennis  courts  as 
an  addition  to  the  Steward  School  facilities  in  accordance 
with  a  revision  of  the  site  plan  submitted  to  the  School 
Building  Assistance  Commission  dated  June  10,  1968,  and  to 
determine  whether  such  appropriation  should  be  raised  by 
borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto . 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

Due  to  the  uncertainty  of  reimbursement  by  the  State,  in- 
creased expense  for  recreation  this  year,  and  the  increas- 
ing cost  of  Town  government,  it  is  recommended  that  no 
action  be  taken  on  this  article. 

Fifteenth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD  OF 
WATER  COMMISSIONERS  TO  PURCHASE  THE  MATERIAL  NECESSARY  TO 
INSTALL  APPROXIMATELY  700  FEET  OF  12  INCH  WATER  MAIN  ALONG 
HILL  STREET  BETWEEN  CROSS  STREET  AND  GARDEN  STREET  AND  TO 
RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $2,800.00  FOR 
SUCH  PURPOSES. 

The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  forecasts  the  need  within 
the  next  few  years  for  an  additional  water  storage  tank. 
The  most  logical  location  for  such  a  tank  appears  to  be 
in  the  southern  part  of  town  -  in  the  general  area  of 
Cross  and  Garden  Streets.    In  order  to  make  efficient  use 
of  such  new  storage  capacity  and  to  permit  its  proper  in- 
tegration into  the  existing  town  water  system,  a  section 
of  12-inch  main  will  be  needed  along  Hill  Street  between 
Cross  and  Garden  Streets. 

Sixteenth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $8,000.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  BY  THE 
BOARD  OF  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  ERECT- 
ING A  BUILDING  IN  THE  PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY. 
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An  additional  building  in  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  for 
storage  of  equipment,  grave  liners,  and  certain  records, 
as  well  as  a  place  for  drying  canvasses,  has  become  neces- 
sary.   The  present  building  is  adequate  only  for  storage 
.  of  the  Cemetery  Department  truck  and  a  rtunimum  amount  of 
equipment. 

Seventeenth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $1,000.00  TO  BE  EXPENDED  UNDER  THE 
DIRECTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  TO  PROVIDE  PAYMENT  FOR 
SERVICES  RENDERED  OR  TO  BE  RENDERED  BY  THE  MENTAL  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  NORTH  SHORE  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  CHAPTER 
40,  SECTION  5,  CLAUSE  40C  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS  AS  AMENDED. 

This  is  our  share  of  supporting  the  Mental  Health  Associa- 
tion which  covers  the  North  Shore  area.    Chapter  40,  Sec- 
tion 5,  Clause  40C  is  an  enabling  statute  which  permits  a 
town  to  raise  and  appropriate  moneys  to  support  the  area 
Mental  Health  Association  which  is  authorized  by  Chapter 
19  of  the  General  Laws.    Free  or  reduced  cost  services  are 
available  to  citizens  who  cannot  defray  their  own  expenses. 

Eighteenth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 

APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $750.00  for  the  PURCHASE  AND  PLANT- 
ING OF  SHADE  TREES  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREE  WARDEN,  WITH  THE 
ASSISTANCE  OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  TREE  PLANNING  SUB-COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  TO  PURCHASE  AND  PLANT  SAME. 

We  believe  that  the  town  should  institute  a  program  to  re- 
place dying  trees  and  to  plant  trees  in  areas  where  they 
have  been  removed  in  connection  with  construction  and  road 
building  projects.    This  program  will  help  to  beautify  the 
town  in  future  years  at  a  modest  cost. 

Nineteenth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  BOARD 
OF  SELECTMEN,  WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE,  TO 
TRADE  IN  THE  1968  POLICE  STATION  WAGON  AND  PURCHASE  AND 
EQUIP  A  STATION  WAGON  TO  BE  USED  AS  A  POLICE  CRUISER  AND 
TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  $3500  FOR  SUCH 
PURPOSE. 

The  current  police  station  wagon  went  into  service  in  July, 
1968,  and  as  of  February  1,  1970,  registered  mileage  on 
this  vehicle  was  79,354.    Its  present  condition  is  such 
that  it  is  no  longer  deemed  dependable  for  the  service  re- 
quired and  should  be  replaced.    We  believe  the  current 
practice  of  replacing  each  of  the  two  police  vehicles  in 
alternate  years  is  the  most  satisfactory  and  economical 
method  of  keeping  two  dependable  vehicles  in  operation. 
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Twentieth.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  a 
soil  survey  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield  by  the  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service  (U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture)  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS,  AND  APPRO- 
PRIATE THE  SUM  OF  $3900.00  FOR  A  SOIL  SURVEY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
TOPSFIELD  BY  THE  SOIL  CONSERVATION  SERVICE.      (U.S.  DEPART- 
MENT OF  AGRICULTURE) 

The  proposed  survey  will  produce  a  soil  map  of  the  Town 
showing  type  of  soil,  ground  water  conditions,  sub-surface 
rock  formations  where  they  approach  the  surface,  out  crop- 
pings,  etc.    The  map  will  be  based  on  survey  data  and  soil 
samples  and  borings  taken  on  a  statistically  sound  basis 
over  the  entire  Town. 

The  map  and  accompanying  report  will  be  a  useful  tool  for 
the  Planning  Board,  Health  Agent  and  other  Town  Officials 
in  dealing  with  matters  of  future  building  sites,  sanitary 
systems,  and  drainage.    The  Conservation  Commission  will  be 
able  to  make  good  use  of  it  in  selection  of  areas  which 
should  be  set  aside  for  conservation  and  recreational 
purposes . 

$3900.00  represents  only  half  of  the  total  cost  of  the  sur- 
vey.   The  balance  is  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Twenty-first.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  CREATE  A  SPECIAL 
UNPAID  COMMITTEE  TO  BE  KNOWN  AS  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
PLANNING  COMMITTEE,  TO  CONSIST  OF  THREE  MEMBERS,  INCLUDING 
ONE  MEMBER  OF  THE  SCHOOL  (XMMITTEE,  TO  BE  APPOINTED  BY  THE 
MODERATOR;  AND  TO  TRANSFER  FROM  SURPLUS  REVENUE  THE  SUM  OF 
$100.00  FOR  THE  EXPENSE  OF  SAID  COMMITTEE  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  SECTION  14  OF  CHAPTER  71  OF  THE 
GENERAL  LAWS,  AS  AMENDED. 

This  article  is  in  response  to  the  demand  for  additional 
vocational  school  facilities  on  the  North  Shore.  In 
order  to  meet  this  demand  a  Regional  Planning  Committee 
is  to  be  organized.    The  nucleus  of  this  Committee  will 
be  the  Cities  of  Salem,  Peabody  and  Beverly.  Surrounding 
Cities  and  Towns,  such  as  Swampscott,  Danvers,  Hamilton, 
Topsfield,  Boxford,  Middleton,  may  also  participate.  The 
purpose  of  this  article  is  to  permit  participation  by  Tops- 
field.    The  Finance  Committee  believes  that  the  Town  should 
be  represented  in  the  preliminary  discussions  so  that  it 
can  become  fully  informed  about  this  issue. 
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Twenty-second .    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men, with  the  advice  of  the  Local  Coordinator  of  Civil  De- 
fense, to  purchase  an  electrical  generator  for  the  Town  Hall; 
and  to  raise,  assess  or  transfer  from  available  funds  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  such  purpose  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  SELECTMEN, 
WITH  THE  ADVICE  OF  THE  LOCAL  COORDINATOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE, 
TO  PURCHASE  AN  ELECTRICAL  GENERATOR  FOR  THE  TOWN  HALL?  AND 
TO  RAISE,  ASSESS,  AND  APPROPRIATE  $4500.00  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE. 

During  power  losses  such  as  those  experienced  in  last  year's 
storms  and  the  notorious  1968  Northeast  Area  blackout,  as 
well  as  on  more  frequent  and  less  serious  occasions,  the 
Town  Hall  and  its  Communication's  Center,  have  no  effective 
means  for  maintaining  essential  services.    At  present,  the 
only  source  of  emergency  power  is  a  small  2h  KW  portable 
generator  which  is  barely  sufficient  to  maintain  radio  ser- 
vice and  a  very  limited  number  of  essential  lights.  In 
addition,  it  must  be  manually  connected  on  each  occasion 
and  started  by  hand,  a  job  that  is  time  consuming  and  not 
practical  for  many  of  the  emergency  center  personnel.  In 
order  to  realize  the  full  potential  of  our  emergency  center 
on  the  very  occasions  when  it  is  most  needed,  it  is  felt 
that  a  permanently  installed,  15  KW  plant  is  necessary. 

Twenty-third.    RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RAISE,  ASSESS  AND 
APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OF  ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  ($1000.00) 
TOGETHER  WITH  THE  TOWNS  OF  BOXFORD  AND  WENHAM  FOR  PLANNING 
AND  ORGANIZATIONAL  EXPENSES  RELATIVE  TO  THE  FORMATION  OF 
A  REGIONAL  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  DISTRICT;  SAID  FUNDS  TO  BE  EX- 
PENDED UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE  REGIONAL  REFUSE  DIS- 
POSAL PLANNING  BOARD  BY  THE  BOXFORD,  TOPSFIELD,  WENHAM 
HEALTH  DISTRICT  UNTIL  FORMATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  IS  ACCOM- 
PLISHED IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  CHAPTER  40, 
SECTION  44B  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS  AS  AMENDED. 

At  the  1969  Annual  Town  Meeting  we  voted  to  establish  a 
three-man  committee  to  represent  Topsfield  in  the  planning 
of  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  District  with  the  towns  of 
Boxford  and  Wenham.    Approval  of  similar  articles  by  the 
other  two  towns  created  a  nine-man  Regional  Refuse  Dis- 
posal Planning  Board.    This  unpaid  Board  is  now  requesting 
each  of  the  towns  to  provide  $1000  to  cover  anticipated 
planning  and  organizational  expenses.    The  money  requested 
will  be  used  primarily  to  obtain  professional  land  apprais- 
als and  legal  assistance  in  drawing  up  a  formal  proposed 
agreement  for  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal  District.  Since 
these  activities  are  prerequisites  to  providing  the  three 
towns  with  a  formal  agreement  on  which  they  must  vote,  we 
recommend  favorable  action  on  this  article. 
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TWenty- fourth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  DISCONTINUE  THAT 
PORTION  OF  MANSION  DRIVE  WHICH  IS  SHOWN  AS  "PARCEL  7 OA"  ON 
A  PLAN  ENTITLED  "SECTION  "C"  FOREST  PARK,  TOPSFIELD,  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS", SAID  PLAN  BEING  RECORDED  IN  THE  ESSEX  SOUTH  DIS- 
TRICT REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  PLAN  BOOK  88,  PLAN  29,  IN  ACCORDANCE 
WITH  CHAPTER  82,  SECTION  21  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAWS  AS  AMENDED. 

This  area  is  not  necessary  to  the  Town  as  Mansion  Drive  has 
sufficient  width  without  the  described  area  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  a  Town  Way.    This  is  now  fully  described  in 
a  report  tendered  herewith,  by  a  representative  of  the  Plan- 
ning Board. 

The  reasons  for  this  article  will  be  apparent  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  Article  Twenty-five    which  follows. 

Twenty-fifth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE 

SELECTMEN  TO  CONVEY  "PARCEL  7 OA" ,  AS  SHOWN  ON  A  PLAN  EN- 
TITLED "SECTION  "C"  FOREST  PARK,  TOPSFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS", 
SAID  PLAN  BEING  RECORDED  IN  THE  ESSEX  SOUTH  DISTRICT  REGIS- 
TRY OF  DEEDS  PLAN  BOOK  88,  PLAN  29,  TO  RICHARD  A.  REDMAN 
AND  ANITA  J.  REDMAN  OF  22  MANSION  DRIVE,  TOPSFIELD,  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS FOR  NOT  LESS  THAN  $1.00. 

This  area  of  2330  sq.  ft.  is  not  needed  by  the  Town  of 
Topsfield  in  order  to  maintain  the  requisite  width  of  Man- 
sion Drive.    The  land  in  question  is  of  no  direct  use  to 
the  town  as  it  does  not  abut  any  other  land  of  the  town, 
and  because  of  the  location  the  town  is  unable  to  utilize 
it.    The  area  is  in  the  shape  of  a  triangle  and  abuts  the 
property  of  Mr.  Redman.    Also,  it  should  be  said  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Redman's  driveway  passes  directly  through  the 
middle  of  this  land.    Realizing  that  only  the  Selectmen 
can  set  the  amount  of  the  sale  it  is  also  our  recommenda- 
tion that  the  price  for  this  land  be  established  by  their 
conferring  with  the  Assessors  as  to  its  value.    It  is  our 
feeling  that  the  land  should  be  conveyed  for  not  less  than 
$100.00. 

Twenty- sixth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  vehicle  requested  in  this  article  is  intended  primarily 
for  "off  highway"  use  in  fighting  grass,  brush  and  forest 
fires.    Its  estimated  cost  is  $15,500.00.    We  recognize 
that  such  a  vehicle  will  help  reduce  wear  and  tear  on  cur- 
rent equipment  and  provide  some  measure  of  improved  effi- 
ciency in  combating  open  burning  fires.    We  do  not  dispute 
the  wisdom  of  procuring  such  a  vehicle  at  some  time  in  the 
future.    However,  we  do  not  believe  it  is  essential  that 
we  purchase  this  new  piece  of  fire-fighting  apparatus  in 
1970. 
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Twenty-seventh.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 


The  stabilization  fund  balance  now  stands  at  $76,482.24. 
Since  this  is  over  the  minimum  amount  of  $75,000.00  re- 
quired to  qualify  for  matching  State  funds  on  future  school 
construction,  it  is  recommended  that  no  further  addition 
be  made  at  this  time. 

Twenty-eighth.  RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  RESCIND  THE  VOTES 
OF  THE  TOWN  TAKEN  AT  THE  NOVEMBER  3,  1969,  SPECIAL  TOWN 
MEETING  UNDER  ARTICLE  SECOND,  ARTICLE  THIRD,  AND  ARTICLE 
FOURTH. 

These  votes  had  to  do  with  the  Maryknoll  issue.  Article 
Second  as  voted  resulted  in  the  appropriation  from  Surplus 
Revenue  of  $1.00  for  the  purchase  of  an  option  to  buy  the 
Maryknoll  property.    Article  Third,  as  voted,  provided  for 
the  appropriation  from  Surplus  Revenue  of  $1.00  to  lease 
the  property  covered  by  the  purchase  option.  Article 
Fourth,  as  voted,  resulted  in  the  appropriation  from  Sur- 
plus Revenue  of  $24,700.00  to  maintain  the  property  leased 
under  Article  Third  and  to  equip  this  property  for  recrea- 
tional purposes. 

None  of  the  actions  contemplated  by  these  three  Articles 
has  taken  place  because  the  property  was  subsequently  pur- 
chased by  the  State.    The  Finance  Committee  recommends 
that  the  votes  under  these  three  Articles  be  rescinded  so 
that  the  funds  which  were  appropriated  -  $24,702.00  -  may 
be  returned  to  Surplus  Revenue. 

Twenty-ninth.  RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT,  REJECT  OR 
AMEND  AND  ADOPT  THE  FOLLOWING  BY-LAW: 

ARTICLE  XV  -  NO  PERSON  MAY  LOITER  OR  REMAIN  UPON  ANY  PUBLIC 
PLACE  OR  UPON  A  PLACE  TO  WHICH  THE  PUBLIC  HAS  ACCESS  SO  AS 
TO  INTERFERE  WITH  OR  OBSTRUCT  THE  NORMAL  USE  OF  SUCH  PREMISES 
BY  OTHERS,  OR  MAKE  SUCH  PLACE  HAZARDOUS  OR  UNSAFE.    ANY  PER- 
SON SO  LOITERING  OR  REMAINING  AT  SUCH  PLACE,  SHALL  WHEN 
ORDERED  BY  A  POLICE  OFFICER,  IMMEDIATELY  AND  PEACEFULLY  DE- 
PART AND  STAY  AWAY  THEREFROM  AND  FAILURE  TO  COMPLY  WITH 
SUCH  ORDER  SHALL  SUBJECT  SUCH  PERSONS  TO  A  $25.00  FINE  FOR 
EACH  OFFENSE. 

The  police  have  requested  this  By-Law  as  the  growth  of  the 
town  and  surrounding  ccranunities  indicate  that  such  a  By- 
Xaw  is  needed. 
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Thirtieth.     RECOMMENDED  THAT  THE  TOWN  VOTE  TO  ADOPT  THE  FOLLOWING 
BY-LAW: 


ARTICLE  XVI  -  NO  PERSON  SHALL  TRESPASS  ON  THE  PROPERTY  OF 
ANOTHER  AND  COMMIT  ANY  WANTON  OR  MALICIOUS  ACT,  OR  TRESPASS 
UPON  THE  PROPERTY  OF  ANOTHER  AND  SPY  UPON  ANOTHER  PERSON 
UPON  SUCH  PROPERTY.     EACH  OFFENSE  SHALL  BE  PUNISHABLE  BY  A 
FINE  OF  $25.00. 

There  have  been  numerous  complaints  filed  by  the  residents 
of  this  town  of  trespassers  going  upon  property  of  others 
and  peering  into  the  windows.    At  this  time  the  police  are 
powerless  to  do  anything  to  the  offender  should  he  or  she 
be  caught.    This  By-Law  would  allow  the  police  to  control 
the  situation. 

Thirty-first.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt,  reject  or 
amend  and  adopt  the  following  By-Law: 

Article  XVII  -  No  person  who  owns  or  keeps  a  dog  within 
the  town  shall  permit  such  dog  to  be  off  the  premises  of 
such  owner  or  keeper  unless  upon  the  premises  of  another 
with  permission  of  the  other  owner;  or  unless  such  dog  is 
within  the  voice  command  of  such  owner  or  keeper  or  some 
person  having  custody  of  such  dog.    The  penalty  for  viola- 
tion of  this  By-Law  shall  be  a  fine  of  $10.00  for  each  of- 
fense in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  c.140, 
sect.  173;  except  as  provided  by  the  provisions  of  G.L. 
c.  140,  sect.  173A. 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  NO  ACTION  BE  TAKEN. 

The  enforcement  of  such  a  By-Law  appears  questionable  and 
in  any  event,  would  require  greatly  increased  expenditure  of 
both  time  and  money  by  the  Dog  Officer  and  other  Town 
officials. 

It  is  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  that  fur- 
ther study  is  warranted  to  determine  the  desirability  and 
ability  to  effectively  enforce  such  a  By-Law. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  M.  THING,  Chairman 
FREDERIC  C.  HARTMAN 
NORRIS  E.  KENYON 
NATHANIEL  G.  WETHERBEE 
JOHN  E.  PETERSON 
MICHAEL  E.  TYLER 
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